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Railway days out
Nutfi eld to Gatwick Airport

Start Nutfi eld station (NUF) — RH1  5RR

Finish Gatwick Airport station (GTW) — RH6  0RD

Distance 13.09km

Duration 2 hour 46 minutes

Ascent 91m

Transport 
and ticketing 

Train from London Bridge or Victoria (change Redhill); bus at Smallfi eld for 
Gatwick, Horley and Redhill stations; day return to Gatwick and a single 
from Redhill to Nutfi eld.

Facilities Shop N of turn off  Mid Street, South Nutfi eld.

1 Nutfi eld station 0m

2 N on N Station Approach; L on Mid St; just beyond bungalow (No. 126) on L, 
R on path to Jubilee Fields; R then diag across fi eld to embkt; over rly; L then R 
to follow path to Kings Cross Lane, where L then R; follow driveway to Kings 
Lodge; L beyond bldg; across M23 and continue to Coopers Hill Rd.

1990m

3 Ahead on farm drive past bldgs on R; R on path, descending on L side of fi elds; 
through gap, then R on path to Burstow Park Farm.

1620m

4 L beyond farm, then second L (SSW) at complex path jct; bridleway into and 
through woods; bear L then R at houses to reach Brickfi eld Rd at ch.

1320m

5 Ahead, then R and L on path to Millers Lane; L past “Private Rd” on R; R 
through gap and between houses; at top of long fi eld, take R side to enter 
wood; keep L of crater and exit by path to Rookery Hill.

1620m

6 L, then R on path; beyond moat on L, L then R past industrial units and ahead 
to Weatherhill Rd; cross, and R to Broadbridge Lane at bus stop.

1780m

7 S on Broadbridge Lane; R on Perrylands Lane: under M23; L on Peeks Brook 
Lane to The Roughs.

1660m

8 Ahead; just before M23 bridge, R on path to Balcombe Rd. 1690m

9 R, then L beyond fi rst bldg on L; path to edge of woodland, then enclosed 
round R side of pasture to rly; L on trackside path to airport at bus stn; lift to 
railway stn.

1510m
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The walk starts at Nutfi eld station, 
at the exit from platform 1, the 

Tonbridge-bound platform on the north side 
of the tracks. Trains run on an hourly service 
between Redhill and Tonbridge. From 
London, there are four trains per hour from 
London Bridge, and two trains per hour 
from Victoria.

Nutfi eld station lies to the south of South 
Nutfi eld village centre, with Nutfi eld farther 
north. The village is mentioned in the 
Domesday Book, and the church dates from 
the thirteenth century.

Follow North Station Approach away 
from the station, passing a post box 

(and the Old Post Offi  ce) on the right. Turn 
left onto Mid Street. Just beyond a bungalow 
(number 126, set back, with tall hedges) on 
the left, cross the road and turn right along 
a path (with a house-sign for Pippins at the 
corner).

There is a convenience shop on Mid Street to the north of your 
turning for Jubilee Fields.

Walk down the path, passing a Scout hut at the far end and entering 
Jubilee Fields. Go through the metal kissing gate on the right, then 
cross the fi eld diagonally to the far corner. Go through the gap, 

crossing a small bridge. Follow the path 
along the right-hand edge of the fi eld to reach 
the railway embankment. Climb the fi fty 
concrete steps, then stop. Look both ways for 
trains, and listen for either the engine noise 
or the singing of the rails. Only if all of these 
checks prove negative, step up onto the track 
crossing, and walk swiftly over to the other 
side. If you are in a group, cross in groups of 
no more than two or three.

Descend the steps on the far side of the track, 
and turn left, then right, now with trees on 
your right and open land on your left: you 
are now in Philpote’s Wood. Continue ahead 
to reach Kings Cross Lane. Turn left, then 
immediately right, following a sign for Kings 
Lodge. This is a care complex at the far end 
of the lane: you will bend right then left to 
get there. Just beyond the complex, turn left 
on a path which leads you across the M23 
on a bridge. Continue on the path across the 
edge of two fi elds, then ahead on an enclosed 

Henhaw Old Maltings
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Path across Jubilee Fields 
towards the railway,
South Nutfi eld
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path which bends left 
and right at the end, 
to bring you out onto 
Coopers Hill Road.

Cross the road, 
and take the 

farm drive opposite, 
passing an imposing 
brick building on your 
left: this is the former 
maltings for Henhaw 
Farm. Beyond a long 
building on the right, 
turn down to the right 
to pick up a path which 
descends with a paddock on the right, then down a fi eld.

Pass through a hedge, then take the left edge of the fi eld, down to 
the bott om corner. Pass left through the gap, and cut the corner of 
the fi eld to a stile in the hedge. Cross the corner of the fi eld ahead to 
a footbridge over Salfords Stream, then continue southbound with 
a hedge on your left through two fi elds, turning left at the far corner 
to go through the gap to a kissing gate.

The offi  cial route  crosses the next fi eld diagonally, but at the time of 
researching the route, the kissing gates at each end were padlocked 
with heavy chains whose rustiness seemed at odds with the 
“temporary” nature of the diversion, which continues in an easterly 
direction to the corner of the fi eld, then turns right (southbound) 
and bends right to join a track. At the padlocked gate on the right, 
do not follow the track into the farmyard, but turn left (southbound 
again) past the imposing farmhouse and out to another track, which 
you should follow to your right, past the main farm entrance.

Continue until you reach a sharp turn, with a fi ngerpost on 
the left. Do not take the fi rst footpath on the left, but pass 

through the gap to take the bridleway half left (south-south-west) 
up the hill. The clear 
track bends gradually 
to the left, entering 
some woodland at the 
top.

Keep straight ahead 
(southbound) on a clear 
track: when panelled 
fencing appears on 
the left, follow it as the 
track bends to the left.

At a track crossing, 
turn right onto Church 

Path off  Wasp Green Lane

Bridleway  south of 
Burstow Park Farm
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Walk (now travelling southbound again) to reach Brickfi eld Road 
with a church on the right.

The church was built in 1869 to form a new parish.

If you stray right and reach Brickfi eld Lane, just turn left along the 
road to reach the church and regain the route.

Cross over Brickfi eld Road into Wasp Green Lane opposite; 
beyond the brick house on the right, turn right onto a track, 

then at the rear of the house, turn left onto a green path. This path 
makes for a much bett er approach to Outwood than Wasp Green 
Lane: follow it ahead all the way until, with a right-and-left turn, it 
emerges onto Miller’s Lane in Outwood.

Here, the pub marked on some maps is closed.

Turn left on Miller’s Lane, passing the ex-pub. Just beyond a warning 
sign for a bend, take a gap in the hedge on the right-hand side of 
the road, cross the access road for the houses, and take a green path 
between the houses. At the back of the houses, cross a fi eld; in the 
next fi eld, keep to the right-hand edge as you descend, to enter a 
small wooded area. Negotiate your way round the crater — it is 
easier if you go round to the left — and exit the copse along a path 
which takes you across two fi elds to the corner of a driveway. turn 
left to come out onto Rookery Hill.

Turn left onto Rookery Hill and, just beyond a Slow sign 
painted on the road for oncoming traffi  c, turn right onto a 

bridle path. Follow this path, passing an incoming footpath from 
the right, until you can see a moat on the left. Continue until, with 
a hedge in front of you, there is a broader track on the left. Take 
this track, then turn right to pass some industrial buildings on your 
left. Ahead at the end of the buildings, take an enclosed path which 
leads out eventually onto Weatherhill Road. Cross the road and 
turn right, passing across Woodside Crescent to reach the junction 
with Broadbridge Lane at a bus stop.

Turn left onto Broadbridge Lane. After passing streets with 
Canadian names on your right, turn right onto Perrylands 

Lane, then left at the end onto Peeks Brook Lane, passing The 
Roughs (woodland) on your right.

Descending towards the 
copse near Rookery Farm
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Continue along Peeks Brook Lane; just before the lane passes 
under the motorway spur ahead, cross the entry to a haulage 

yard on the right. At the far end of the entrance, turn right between 
the metal fence and a wooden fence to squeeze onto a footpath, 
keeping the metal yard fence close on your right.

This path is in fact the Sussex Border Path (Surrey ends at the 
motorway spur): it is fair to say that much of that route, which runs 
between Emsworth and Rye, is decidedly more scenic than this 
short link patch.

Follow the path alongside the motorway until it comes out onto 
Balcombe Road (which, to the left, runs underneath the motorway 
spur).

Cross the road and turn right along the left-hand pavement. 
Pass a bus stop, then a commercial driveway on the left with 

a bungalow lodge. Immediately beyond the lodge’s lawn, take a 
path on the left. This leads out onto a fi eld; cross it, and pick up an 
enclosed path to the right.

This path keeps to the edge of a fi eld on the left, separating the 
walkers from the pasture throughout, except for a short gap. The 
path comes to the edge of the railway line.

Here, the westbound Sussex Border Path crosses the tracks by a 
footbridge on the right.

Turn left to follow the trackside path beneath the main road (now 
deprived of motorway status, it is a link to the A23), and continue 
ahead to the road. Advance into the bus station, and follow the 
directions to the terminal and the railway station.

The railway station has frequent fast and stopping trains to stations 
between Brighton and London (and beyond), and hourly services 
to Guildford and Reading.

9

8

Gatwick Airport station, 
glimpsed from the approach 

on the trackside path


