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1 Nuneaton stn. 0m

2 Exit stn; L on Regent St; L over rly; L on Weddington Rd; L just before nursery 
sch into Sandon Park.

1180m

3 Ahead on path, over stream and on with houses on R; L edge of grass to fb  on 
L; over and L towards rly; sharp R onto Weddington Walk for 800m; descend 
by path on L to meet path on R emerging from br.

1810m

4 L on clear fi eldpath; ignore path on L after 150m; L with main path after a 
further 220m; follow path to Caldecote.

1350m

5 L with wall then cott ages on R; after last cott age, R on track; over br; keep 
WNW to rd; R to bend in rd at Leathermill Grange.

1760m

6 R with rd to next bend; L through hedge and ahead across fi eld to house at rd. 860m

7 L on rd for 90m; R (NW) on path, later farm rd to Roman site. 1280m

8 Descend to far L corner of site; path WSW; ahead on long bridge; up Mill Lane; 
R on Nuneaton Rd past ch; bear L on Mancett er Rd to jct with Manor Rd.

990m

9 L on Manor Rd to end of houses; ahead on parallel track on L which rises to 
cross rly; R on towpath to Coleshill Rd (bridge 41).

1810m

10 Take Coleshill Rd over rly and ahead past Red Lion; L on Long St to stn. 820m

Railway days out
Nuneaton to Atherstone

Start Nuneaton station (NUN) — CV11  4BU

Finish Atherstone station (ATH) — CV9  1BH

Distance 11.85km

Duration 2 hours 29 minutes

Ascent 74m

Transport 
and ticketing 

From Euston, London North Western Railway train to Nuneaton; bus at 
Mancett er to Atherstone/Nuneaton; day return to Atherstone

Facilities Convenience shop at Sandon Park and at Mancett er; all facilities in Atherstone
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The walk begins at Nuneaton station, served by London North 
Western Railway trains between London Euston and Crewe 

(do not take a West Coast express train). It is a gentle stroll along 
the Anker valley.

The word Anker is an old word meaning “winding river”.

The station is still an important junction, with lines to Birmingham, 
Coventry and Leicester, but sixty years ago, the rail layout was 
much more complex. One of the lines left the main line towards 
Ashby de la Zouch and Burton on Trent, and this line will soon be 
met en route.

Exit the station, and turn left onto Regent Street. Turn left to 
cross the railway, keeping on the left-hand pavement.  On 

the far side of the bridge, follow the road round to your left, then 
continue ahead on Weddington Road, keeping to the right of a 
fast-food kiosk.

Follow Weddington Road, passing the entrance to a sports ground 
on the left. At the entrance to a nursery school on the left, double 
back left through a traffi  c barrier, and immediately turn right into 
Sandon Park.

Just beyond the school, there is a convenience shop: the only facility 
for refreshment and replenishment until Mancett er, 8km ahead.

The path bears right, then crosses a simple footbridge: housing 
is now ahead. Turn left and, where the housing (now on your 

right) ends, follow the path round the left edge of the grassed area 
to reach a sign with a footbridge on the left. Cross the bridge, and 
turn left, following a path towards the railway.

Just before the path reaches the railway, turn right and right again 
onto the Weddington Walk. The path rises to reach the railbed of 
the former line to Ashby de la Zouch; continue ahead for 800m.

Take a path which 
slopes down to the left: 
over to your right, you 
should see a children’s 
playground. This slope 
leads down to meet a 
path emerging from 
a bridge under the 
railbed on your right.

The path which runs 
through the bridge is 
Moore Walk.

Moore Walk is your 
last exit option before 
Mancett er for a return 
to Nuneaton: follow it 
poast the church and 
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Weddington Walk,
looking back to the south
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take Church Lane out to Weddington 
Road from which there are frequent 
buses (running from left to right as you 
approach Weddington Road) to the 
town centre.

If you fi nd yourself on top of the 
bridge (there is a wall on your right, 
and houses may be glimpsed beyond), 
do not att empt to descend left (it is 
very unsafe ground), but return to the 
sloping path to make your descent.

Turn left, away from the bridge, 
and take a clear fi eldpath through 

the fi eld. After 150m, ignore a path on 
the left (there is a low signpost); after 
another 220m, swing to the left (that is, 
to the north-west) with the main path, 
which rises gently toward some trees at 
the top.

A reason to note the turn-back option at Moore Walk is the 
likelihood, after rain or after ploughing, that the path will be very 
muddy. Given that most of the route as far as Mancett er is on similar 
surfaces, discretion might be the bett er part of valour here.

The path reaches the trees, which shield Caldecote Grange (formerly 
the rectory for the litt le church at Caldecote Hall) from the common 
people, and swings left then right to descend to a lane at Caldecote.

To the right along the lane lies the entrance to Caldecote Hall. The 
present Hall dates from a late-Victorian rebuild of a Hall which 
was a noted Civil War site, and the frontage for the stable-block is 
a 21st-century sham. Map-readers should note that the footpath, 
clearly visible on the Ordnance Survey maps and running north 
from the church, has been stopped up and is no longer viable, to 
the obvious satisfaction of the inmates 
at the hall.

Having been, for a time during th 
twentieth century, a secure home for 
inebriates, the Hall now functions 
as a gated apartment community 
(inebriation no longer a condition of 
residence) with a decidedly glacial 
front to all others.

Turn left on the lane: there is a 
long, tall brick wall on the right. 

Follow the lane past the end of the wall, 
and the cott ages beyond. Immediately 
after passing the last cott age, turn right 
onto a track. Follow the track to, and 
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Fieldpath approaching 
Caldecote Grange

Caldecote Hall and the River 
Anker from Stone Bridge
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over a bridge: the water fl owing beneath is the River Anker, on its 
way to join the Tame in Tamworth.

Looking back and to the right, you will catch a glimpse of Caldecote 
Hall (now far enough away that you will not disturb the residents). 
The naming of Stone Bridge on the map suggests that the track is 
a very old connecting route in the Anker valley between Nuneaton 
and Atherstone at least, and possibly part of an important trade 
route between the Trent valley and the Avon/Nene watershed (from 
which, there are routes to the east, south-west and south-east).

Do not take the spur path which goes off  to the left towards the 
railway, but continue on the main track in a generally north-westerly 
direction to reach a road. Turn right along the road, which bends to 
the right at the driveway to Leatherhill Grange (the marking on the 
map still refers to Leather Hill Farm, showing the recent change of 
focus from agriculture to residence).

Take the bend to the right, and pass cott ages on the right. At 
the point where the road bends to the left, you will see a clear 

footpath on the right. Do not take this, but turn your back on it to 
espy a gap in the hedge on the other side of the lane.

Make your way through the hedge, and take a long, straight path 
across the fi eld. This eventually makes for the left-hand side of a tall 
house on Woodford Lane.

Turn left on Woodford Lane, descending towards a bridge. 
Before reaching the bridge (after about 350m on the road), note 

a slight realignment of the road on your right. At the end of the old 
line of the road, turn right onto a path which follows the left-hand 
edge of a fi eld for 300m, then cuts through a gap to keep the hedge 
on the right, now running approximately north-west.

This path reaches a farm track: continue ahead on the track, which 
bends right and then left to go through the middle of the Roman 
camp of Manduessedum (or Mancett er as we know it today).

The camp was established in about 50ce at the point where Watling 
Street crossed the River Anker, but was less important as a legionary 
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Looking towards the 
south-west corner of 
the Roman camp at 
Manduessedum
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fortress after the Romans reached Uriconium (Wroxeter, which is to 
the south-west of modern-day Telford — The Wrekin is clearly of 
the same linguistic parentage as Uriconium) about fi ve years later. 
It is one of the less fanciful options for the site of Boudica’s last stand 
by her Iceni tribe and their indigenous allies against the Roman 
army in 61ce. The camp was at the north-east corner of the town; 
archaeologists have determind the full extent of the sett lement, and 
there are information plaques throughout the area of the town.

Before the farm track turns to the right to reach Watling Street, 
descend towards the left-hand corner of the camp, from where 

a path descends (with an interesting zigzag at the end of the fi rst 
fi eld) towards the river. Ignore a path going off  to the right at the 
start of a long bridge over the valley bott om: once across the river, 
the path leads into Mill Lane.

Ascend Mill Lane, passing the Scout HQ on the right. When you 
reach Nuneaton Road (noting all the various signposts to the 
Scout HQ — whatever happened to the idea of being prepared 
through prior study of maps?), turn right. pass the churchyard and 
almshouses on the right, and cross over to the left-hand pavement 
at the church.

The church dates from the thirteenth century, with major additions 
in the fi fteenth century. The church at Atherstone was the minor 
church of two until the railway-incited growth of Atherstone in the 
nineteenth century. There is a memorial to two martyrs, burned at 
the stake during the height of sectarian intolerance in the middle of 
the sixteenth century.

Continue into the complex junction after passing the church, keeping 
on the left-hand pavement to reach the junction with Manor Road 
in modern Mancett er.

There is a convenience shop here, and buses stop here on their route  
between Nuneaton and Atherstone.

Turn left along Manor Road, passing the shop. The road 
descends in a gentle right-hand curve to run parallel to the 

railway. Beyond the point where the houses on the left come to an 
end (there being no room between Manor Road and the railway), 
you will see four blocks of lock-up garages. The left-hand pavement 
peters out here, but continue ahead on the verge to pick up a track 
which runs next to the railway and rises to a bridge over the lines: 
this track leads to the towpath of the Coventry Canal, at a level 
higher than the railway.

Turn right along the towpath soon, you will see houses on the right. 
Beyond bridge 39, there is open space on the right, followed by 
more housing. Pass beneath Coleshill Road at bridge 41, then turn 
right to reach road level.

The long derelict building on the other side of the canal on the 
approach to bridge 41 is the Britannia Works, in which hats were 
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made: it was built during the nineteenth century, with phases in 
the early, middle and late years of the century. Millinery was one of 
Atherstone’s key trades until the middle of the twentieth century, 
when the market for fi ne millinery dwindled.

From Bridge 41, a map-reader will see that the canal descends locks 
to a point very close to the station. To reach the London-bound trains, 
you will need to go under Merevale Road, then swing back to the 
right off  the towpath and turn left, Take the left-hand (lower) road 
at the fork and pass beneath the railway (by a bridge with very low 
headroom) on Old Watling Street (unless travelling northbound: 
see below). Turn right at the top, and right into the station.

For the shops and eating facilities of Atherstone, continue 
ahead (away from the canal) on Coleshill Road, continuing 

to the Red Lion at the junction with Long Street. Turn left along 
Long Street. If you have not found solace by the time you reach 
Station Road, you may divert left to a supermarket for refreshment.

Beyond Station Road, you will see the fi ne Tudoresque station 
building of 1847 (when the railway arrived). Do not use the access 
to the station building — it is now a veterinary surgery — but use 
the car park entrance beyond to reach the station.

The architect of the station building was John Livock, and there was 
a similar building at each station on the Trent Valley line, but all but 
Atherstone’s have been demolished. 

If you are travelling to London, your train will be on platform 2, 
entering to the right of the old station house. If you are exiting 
northbound, you will need to take the narrow Old Watling Street  
which descends off  Long Street and under the railway, then double 
back on Merevale Road to reach platform 1.
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Atherstone station building 
(no access to station)


