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CCA
9

Hertford
to

Hatfi eld

Start Fore Street, Hertford — SG14  1BZ

Finish A1000 at Great North Road, Hatfi eld — AL9  5DB

Distance 12.78km

Duration 2 hours 43 minutes

Ascent 103m

Access Train and bus near start and at end of section.

Facilities Pub and shops at start and end of section; pub at Lett y Green.

9.1 Fore Street, Hertford 0m

9.2 W on Fore St; L on Parliament Sq; R on Castle St; cross Gascoyne Way; R; L 
into West St; immediately beyond pub, L up alley; R; descend to Horns Rd; 
R/L onto Cole Green Way; at end, ahead to R of farm to pass beneath rly.

1240m

9.3 Ahead on trackbed of former rly (or as diverted) to Hertingfordbury. 950m

9.4 Ahead on trackbed of former rly (or as diverted) under A414 and uphill past 
workings (R); at end, R then L to follow trackbed; up R to Chapel Lane

1850m

9.5 L to cross rd and return to follow trackbed to former Cole Green stn. 740m

9.6 Ahead to pass beneath A414. 880m

9.7 Ahead to Cole Green Lane. 1570m

9.8 L; L at rbt; L pvt to main entrance of hosp at bus shelter. 1900m

9.9 L on Ascots Lane; cross to R pvt; 90m after rd and pvt separated by hedge, L 
onto Gypsy Lane opposite; descend through golf course to A414.

1140m

9.10 R along pvt to rd jct at Mill Green. 880m

9.11 Ahead (no through road); pass museum on R and adjacent to A414; ahead on 
footpath to A1000; L over A414; L on Old Hertford Rd; L on Park Rd; under 
viaduct; after 41 Park Rd, R on Arm and Sword Lane (initially a path) to stn.

1310m
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This section begins at Bell House on Fore Street in Hertford 
and ends at the former Cole Green railway station in 

Lett y Green. The ground underfoot is street or railway trackbed, 
so should be simple enough. However, there is a major upgrade of 
the trackbed path (the Cole Green Way) in progress, necessitating 
diversions at times. There is, therefore, the possibility of mud, so 
lightweight boots would be a sensible option unless there has been 
a protracted dry spell.

From Hertford bus station, turn right along Bircherley Street, right 
onto Railway Street, to Bull Plain, ahead on Maidenhead Street, Left 
along alley to Market Street, where ahead to Fore Street.

Set off  westwards along Fore Street to reach Parliament 
Square. Take the bend to the left along the business 

frontages to head towards the town centre by-pass, Gascoyne Way, 
but just before you reach the roundabout, cross the road and turn 
right into Castle Street, taking its left-hand pavement.

Go past the path on the left which leads to a subway, but continue 
past the White Horse Inn: you will be shielded from the main road 
on your left by railings. Keep to the path alongside the railings to 
a divided pedestrian crossing; cross Gascoyne Way here, then turn 
right along the pavement, which takes a dip and rise as it turns the 
corner into West Street.

Follow West Street’s left-hand pavement to the Black Horse Inn. 
Immediately beyond the inn, turn left up an alley. This turns right 
at the top to pass the housebacks of West Street before descending 
to Horns Road, the path ending in a fl ight of steps.

Cross Horns Road (noting that it is fairly blind to drivers coming 
from your right) and turn right. Turn left down Cole Green Way and 

9.1

9.2

Hertford viaduct
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follow it to its end. At the time of research 
(September 2021), the football ground on the 
right was under redevelopment, so be ready 
for lorry traffi  c and possible path diversions 
in this area.

At the end of the road, continue ahead with 
a farm on your left and a horse-pasture 
on your right, the pasture backed by the 
impressive Hertford viaduct which carries 
the line between Stevenage and Alexandra 
Palace. Pass beneath the viaduct.

The Cole Green Way follows the line of a 
railway between Hertford and Welwyn 
Garden City. The line continued westwards 
from Hertford East station, looping to the 
north to run parallel to the line at Hertford 
North station (at a much lower level) before 
crossing the River Mimram (which joins the 
River Lea just on the other side of the football 
ground) and passing beneath the viaduct. 
The railway continued through Cole Green 
and up to the eastern tip of Welwyn Garden 
City, then along the line of Black Fan Road 
and through the Tesco campus to join the 
East Coast Main Line and reach Welwyn 
Garden City station from the north. The line 
was opened in 1858 and closed in 1966.

The route now takes the old trackbed straight ahead: 
there is a waymarked alternative to the bridge at 

Hertingfordbury to the left, running for the most part at a higher 
level than the trackbed.

Beyond the Hertingfordbury bridge, the route continues 
along the trackbed, with a huge quarry site on the left. 

After 1.25km, the path turns 
up the embankment on the 
right.

Turn left to cross 
a road. Return to 

trackbed level and continue 
to the site of the former Cole 
Green station.

There is a car park at the 
station, and a pub down 
on the road to the north of 
the bridge. The pub opens 
at 1100 daily, and food is 
off ered from a broad menu 

9.3

9.4

Cole Green Way west of 
Hertingfordbury

Cole Green former station

9.5
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throughout, with a supplementary short menu of sandwiches and 
“pub favourites” served on weekdays at lunchtime.

Set off  westwards along the trackbed, crossing the road 
on a bridge. Ignore paths to right and left just before the 

A414, then pass beneath the road.

Continue uphill on a tarmac path. About half-way up, 
where the woodland on the right peters out, the path 

makes a slight right-and-left zigzag.

This is at the site of major mineral workings in the past; as you 
continue to ascend, you will see the Welwyn Alps spoil-heaps on 
your right. These piles of spoil are gradually being taken over by 
horsetail and other plants.

Continue to the top of the path, passing a huge shed on your right. 
Ignore any path off  to the left: the route swings right, then turns left 
to come out onto Cole Green Lane, with a major junction over to 
the right.

Cross the road and turn left along its right-hand pavement. 
At the Great Ganett  junction (the spelling should reassure 

you that there are no giant seabirds to fi ght off ), cross over to the 
left-hand pavement. Cross the end of Thistle Grove and continue 
along Cole Green Lane until you reach a roundabout with signposts 
directing you to the Queen Elizabeth II Hospital.

Note the typical New Town residential architecture of the 1950s and 
early 1960s, with care taken over details, down to the number-plates 
beside the doors. Near the roundabout, there is a burst of chinoiserie 
detailing above the front doors and elsewhere on the houses.

Turn left at the roundabout, the road sweeping down and to the 
right before climbing again to reach the hospital’s main entrance, 
with 21st-century fl ats built on hospital land next to the bus stop.

Buses stop at the hospital: there are services within Welwyn Garden 
City and beyond, including the 724 service between Harlow and 
Heathrow, with other stops on the circumcardinal route at Ware, 
Hertford, Hatfi eld and St Albans.

From the bus stop, 
press ahead and 

turn left into Ascots Lane, 
wondering how the NHS can 
manage to mis-spell the road 
for their main deliveries on 
their huge signboard. Cross 
to the right-hand pavement 
of Ascots Lane, and pass the 
end of Kingsley Court on 
your right.

The pavement soon runs 
between a hedge and the 

Hatfi eld Park’s  lodge
on the A414 (with bus stop)

9.6

9.8

9.9

9.7
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housebacks, shielded from the road; about 90m after the start of the 
hedge on the left, pass through a gap in the hedge to cross Ascots 
Lane and enter Gypsy Lane opposite. Gypsy Lane leads to a golf 
course and its more heavily advertised clubhouse — something to 
do with a drinks licence, I’ll be bound: there is enticement aplenty 
for non-golfers to show up.

It descends steadily, and there are a few places where golfers will 
cross the road. It is also rather narrow, and you may have to stop to 
let vehicles pass as they return up the hill from the clubhouse.

The lane ends suddenly at the A414, opposite the Cecil Saw Mill in 
Hatfi eld Park.

9.10 Turn right along the pavement, noting the bus stop 
across the road by the Hatfi eld Park lodge (just in case 

the Marquess of Salisbury needs to hop on a bus into town). Cross 
the end of an access road to the sewage works. This pavement eases 
away from the roadside with trees on each side, and descends to the 
junction of Bush Hall Lane and Mill Green Lane.

At this point, the route bids farewell to the Lea Valley Walk, which 
continues north-west to Harpenden and Luton to the river’s source 
at Leagrave. The signage for the Lea Valley Walk has been missing 
since Hertford town centre, the Cole Green Way signage having 
taken precedence. The signage between the M25 and the Thames is 
under the control of the Lea Valley Park Authority, while the rest is 
with Hertfordshire and Luton. To add to the confusion, the terms 
Lower Lea Valley Walk and Upper Lea Valley Walk may be encountered, 
but nobody really knows where the dividing line is. The Ordnance 
Survey marks the latt er’s route on 1:25000 maps (but not on 1:50000 
maps), but only from East Hyde through Luton to the source.

The Circumcardinal route now uses the Lea Valley Walk’s Hatfi eld 
Link along the main road.

Continue ahead on Bush Hall Lane (past the 
no-through-road sign). Pass the museum on the right 

and continue ahead, the A414 immediately on your left.

At the end of the roadway, where it turns into a driveway on the 
right, take the footpath ahead. This leads up to the A1000. Turn left 
here and cross the A414, keeping to the left-hand pavement.

Cross the A414’s exit slip-road and continue on the A1000 to the 
junction with Old Hertford Road on the left, which has been blocked 
off  to vehicular traffi  c.

Follow Old Hertford Road to its junction with Park Street, and bear 
off  left on the latt er. Follow Park Street, with the estate of Hatfi eld 
House on your left, past some modern fl ats on the right. Pass 
Beecroft Lodge on your left, and pass beneath a brick viaduct.

The viaduct carries the driveway between Hatfi eld House and the 
railway station.

9.11
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Just beyond 41 Park Street, an 
older brick house with an apron 
of brick-fringed steps to the door, 
and opposite a driveway, turn 
right along a path which leads 
out to the main road opposite the 
station.

To the right as you reach the 
main road, you will be able to 
see the gates to Hatfi eld House, 
and beyond, the driveway carried 
over Park Street by the viaduct. 
In front of the gates, there is a 
statue of the Third Marquess of 
Salisbury (1830-1903), who was 
the last Prime Minister to lead a 

government while sitt ing in the House of Lords.

As well as the pub at the top of Arm and Sword Lane, there is the 
welcome (and welcoming) Red Lion Inn half-way up the hill on 

the right, which serves food and drink (including 
beers from McMullen’s, the local Hertford 
brewery) during normal hours.

There is a small supermarket at the station.

Hatfi eld station is on the East Coast Main Line, with 
services on the lines to King’s Cross, Peterborough 
and Cambridge. From the bus station, services run 
to St Albans, Welwyn Garden City and elsewhere 
in the region, including the 724 service between 
Harlow and Heathrow.

Statue of the Third 
Marquess of Salisbury

Local McMullen’s beer in the Red Lion, on the
Great North Road just to the north of Hatfi eld station


