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CCA
10

Hatfi eld
to

St Albans

Start Hatfi eld station — AL9  5AB

Finish Ver Bridge on Holywell Hill, St Albans — AL1  1XU

Distance 10.87km

Duration 2 hours 17 minutes

Ascent 67m

Access Train and bus at start and end of section. Bus accessible nearby en route.

Facilities Pub and shop near start of section; all facilities near end of section.

10.1 Hatfi eld stn. 0m

10.2 N; over jct, keeping to L (higher) side, cross rly, cross rd, and descend L on 
path across fi eld to reach railbed; R and follow railbed over Wellfi eld Rd.

1650m

10.3 Continue to Lemsford Rd; R then L to regain railbed; R and L at St Albans Rd; 
under Cavendish Way and R to rise to road opposite Galleria Cross A1(M) 
and immediately L to reach trackbed; under bridge and ahead through 
housing to Ellenbrook Lane; ahead on railbed to Nast Hyde Halt.

1890m

10.4 Continue on railbed to Smallford (bridge over). 1320m

10.5 Continue on railbed under Colney Heath Lane, 1810m

10.6 Continue on railbed across Hill End Lane, and on to br under Ashley Rd. 1030m

10.7 Continue on railbed to ramp leading down L to Sutt on Rd; L/R; follow railbed 
beneath rly and London Rd.

1720m

10.8 Ahead on Orient Cl (L pvt); ahead on railbed to far end of river br; R down 
steps; L on riverside path to Cott onmill Lane; R over river and L on path to 
L of old swimming bath; along riverside, crossing fb ; out to rd in St Albans.

1450m
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This section begins 
at Hatfi eld station.

The ground underfoot is street 
or railway trackbed, with some 
riverside path at the end of the 
section, so should be simple 
enough (if a litt le muddy beside 
the River Ver after rain).

The route follows the Alban Way 
as far as the River Ver, where it 
picks up the Ver-Colne Valley 
Walk. You may note that many of 
the waymarks for the Ver-Colne 
Valley Walk have been superseded 
by  ones which disown the Colne 

— extreme localism at work.

Hatfi eld station is on the East Coast Main Line, with services on 
the lines from King’s Cross, Peterborough and Cambridge. From 
the bus station, services arrive from St Albans, Welwyn Garden 
City and elsewhere in the region, including the 724 service between 
Harlow and Heathrow.

There is the welcome (and welcoming) Red Lion Inn half-way up 
the hill on the right, which serves food and drink (including beers 
from McMullen’s, the local Hertford brewery) during normal hours. 

There is a small supermarket at the station.

From the north side of the pedestrian 
crossing on the Hertford Road side 

of the junction, go to Great North Road and turn 
right. Keep to the higher level by taking the left 
fork in the road, with a hedge on your right, and 
in all probability a line of parked cars on your left.

At the end of the road, cross the railway by the 
footbridge (in fact, this was once the main road 
out of Hatfi eld). At the end of the bridge, cross the 
road and take the path opposite. This path wheels 
to the left and then to the right to run parallel to 
the railbed, then joins the track,

This railway was a Great Northern line which 
linked Hatfi eld with St Albans Abbey station (the 
fi rst station in St Albans and served by a branch 
line on the London and Northwestern railway 
from Watford Junction. The railway opened in 
1865, but lost signifi cant revenue three years later 
when the Midland Railway opened its station 
in St Albans with bett er connections to London. 
Passenger services were suspended in 1939, and 

10.1

10.2

Lord Salisbury, opposite 
Hatfi eld station

The Alban Way near its 
start in Hatfi eld
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removed completely in 1951, 
though goods services struggled 
on until 1968.

Follow the trackbed, which 
passes over Wellfi eld Road on a 
footbridge.

Continue on the 
railbed. On the 

approach to Lemsford Road, 
cyclists are directed down a ramp 
to the right: unless the area is 
thick with two-wheelers, this 
exit is best for walkers too, thus 
avoiding a rather aged fl ight of 
steps.

The path continues along the trackbed opposite the cyclists’ ramp; 
at St Albans Road, turn right then left to regain the trackbed. Soon, 
the grey cladding of the Galleria shopping centre rears up on the 
right. Ignore the path up to the right (unless you need the shopping 
centre’s facilities or a bus to Hatfi eld or points east), but pass beneath 
the road and turn right to rise to street level, across the road from 
the shopping centre.

Bus stops here serve westbound routes towards St Albans and 
Heathrow; the stops outside the shopping centre serve Hatfi eld, 
Welwyn Garden City, and towns towards Harlow.

Cross the A1(M), above which the shopping centre is built), and 
immediately turn left on a footpath which borders the motorway 
until it reaches the line of the old railway, where it bears right to 
pass under a road bridge. The path soon runs into a housing estate, 
but maintains its line through the houses to reach Ellenbrook Lane.

Here, and at most opportunities to turn off  to the right as far as 
Fleetville, the bus route between Hatfi eld and St Albans is never far 
away. There are frequent services on that road, and other facilities 
are available.

Cross Ellenbrook Lane to reach the site of the litt le station which 
was Nast Hyde Halt.

Nast Hyde Halt opened in 1910, and was furnished with a siding for 
a very particular purpose. Trainloads of horse manure, which had 
been swept up and collected off  the London streets, were brought to 
Nast Hyde Halt to be loaded onto carts and spread across the fi elds 
in the locality.

Today, the station site has been restored in a rather twee fashion, 
the restoration having passed beyond fi delity and descended into 
kitsch.

Continue along the trackbed beyond the site of the 
station: the way ahead is obvious. Soon, you will reach 

10.3

Galleria shopping centre

10.4
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the bridge over the trackbed at Smallford, where a ramp up to the 
right gives access to the road.

Continue along the Alban Way beyond Smallford, 
passing a large retail park on your right.

At a path crossing, access is given to cafés off  the Alban Way, and 
to buses.

The route continues under Colney Hatch 
Lane.

Continue along the trackbed 
across Hill End Lane, and 

under Ashley Road — at each of these 
crossings, there are exits to the right for 
buses and other facilities.

Beyond Ashley Road, the path 
takes a ramp down to the left 

to join Coach Mews and out to Sutt on Road 
in Fleetville.

To the right, there are several opportunities 
for refreshment and for the replenishment 
of stocks, with restaurants, a pub, and a 
huge supermarket (with café), as well as bus 
connections.

The route continues on the Alban Way 
beyond Sutt on Road, crossing Camp Road 
on a footbridge. About 400m beyond Camp 
Road, there is an exit towards the City 
station, on the Midland Main Line.

10.5
The restoration and return 
of Nast Hyde Halt

The Alban Way in the 
vicinity of Smallford

10.6

10.7
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There are connections at City station with 
London St Pancras, Luton, Bedford and 
points north.

Pass beneath the mainline railway, and then 
beneath London Road.

Beyond the road bridge, the 
railway has been built over 

by a housing estate, so you must follow the 
new street line of Orient Close: at the far 
end, the route reverts to railbed. Keep to the 
left-hand pavement. It is a joint-use footpath 
and cycleway — you have been warned!

The Alban Way leads onto a bridge high 
above the River Ver: at the far end of the 
bridge, take a staircase down to river level 
on the right, so leaving the Alban Way to join 
the Ver Colne Valley Walk.

Waymarks for the Ver-Colne Valley Walk 
seem to be superseded by bright blue 
waymarks for the River Ver Trail — perhaps 
the Colne is seen as being too far away (too 
Watford?) for local waymarkers.

At the river, turn left and follow the path (in 
parts, on decking above the swamp) with the 
river on your right, out to Cott onmill Road.

Cross the road and turn right, then immediately left, keeping the old 
municipal swimming bath (now the haunt of a local sub-aqua club) 
on the right. Follow the path with the river on your left, crossing a 
footbridge, to reach the foot of Holywell Hill.

This marks the end of this section.

There are bus stops here: travelling right to left, buses serve Watford 
and on towards Heathrow, while across the road, buses travelling 
left to right serve central St Albans (if the hill is too much for you), 
Luton, and Hatfi eld and towns towards Harlow. Tucked away to 
the left, St Albans Abbey station has services to Watford Junction 
(taking only 16 minutes).

Up the hill to the right, the centre of St Albans holds all facilities, 
and bus links to other locations.

St Albans was an important Roman town (Verulamium), and today 
is a centre which combines local businesses (including national 
corporate headquarters) with dormitory status.

River Ver Trail near
the old swimming bath

10.8


