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Hemel Hempstead
to

Chorleywood

Start Hemel Hempstead railway station — HP3  9BQ

Finish Chorleywood, Shire Lane at Chalfont Lane — WD3  5PR

Distance 16.02km

Duration 3 hours 38 minutes

Ascent 257m

Access Bus and train at start and end of section; bus at Bovingdon and Chenies en route

Facilities Pubs, café and shop near start of section; pub 400m distant at Bovingdon.

13.1 Hemel Hempstead stn. 0m

13.2 L; L under rly/by-pass; L on path parallel to by-pass; R to Felden Lane; L; R 
on drive towards Felden Lodge; after 300m, bear L on path to Felden Barns.

1390m

13.3 R on lane; where lane turns L, ahead on clear path to Bovingdon. 2540m

13.4 R, then L on Austins Mead; beyond bend to R, L on path across fi elds to 
Flaunden Lane at Holly Hedges Lane.

1360m

13.5 Ahead on Holly Hedges Lane; after 750m, R on path through woodland to 
road; ahead on lane  passing village sign at entrance to Flaunden

1750m

13.6 S, then SE, then E on path to rd; R past Newhouse Farm, then L on path; L on 
lane to Bragmans Fm, where R on path to Rose Hall Fm.

1420m

13.7 E on rd; at L bend,  slightly R on path across fi elds to Moor Lane; ascend two 
fi elds; ahead through wood; ahead across fi eld on R to ch at Sarratt .

2720m

13.8 WNW from chyd gate for 180m; descend L to R Chess; cross  river; rise 
through wood; after 820m, leave wood; L; R on path over fi eld and on to rd; 
R; ;L on R edge of cricket gd in Chenies; ahead to rd; L to major rd.

2450m

13.9 Cross rd; track under rly and up through woods; ahead to Newhouse Fm; L 
to rd; cross and follow Chalfont Lane to jct with Shire Lane, Chorleywood.

2590m
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This section begins at Hemel Hempstead railway 
station, on London Road.

As well as the trains on the line between Euston and Milton Keynes, 
the station is served by a number of bus routes.

In this section, the ground underfoot is a mix of paths, lanes and 
hard tracks: the surface of the route may well be muddy after 
rain, especially across fi elds. Walking boots must be the preferred 
footwear in all weathers.

From the station, cross the road and turn left. Cross 
the roundabout and continue ahead, beneath the 

railway and the A41 by-pass. Near a bus stop, cross the road (this 
needs considerable patience) into Meadow Way.

If you are continuing from the previous section, cross the road where 
you emerge through a kissing gate. Note that there is no direct 
access from the station without following the above directions. 
Except for the walk along Holly Hedges Lane, the entirety of this 
section follows the Chiltern Way, whose signage will be very useful 
to you.

Take a path immediately adjacent to the by-pass, to the left of the 
houses. After about 230m, take the path on the right which climbs 
steadily out of the valley, this leads to a track which leads out onto 
Felden Lane. Cross, and turn left to ascend to a driveway on the 
right to Felden Lodge.

Follow the driveway for about 300m, then bear left across the grass 
to a gap in the hedge with a kissing gate. The route (well marked by 
Chiltern Way waymarks) crosses fi elds to arrive at Longcroft Lane, 
where turn right past Felden Barns.

13.1

The path just after leaving 
Longcroft Lane

13.2
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Where Longcroft Lane bends sharply to the left, 
continue ahead on a path which reaches and then 

follows the edge of a wood. The woodland on the right gives way 
to the back gardens of houses which front onto Stoney Lane. After 
a right-and-left dogleg, the path continues ahead, fi rst behind 
more houses and then along  the edges of fi elds to come out onto 
Chipperfi eld Road in Bovingdon. Turn right along the road for 50m 
to the junction with Austins Mead.

There are bus stops here for the service which connects Watford 
with Hemel Hempstead by a circuitous route. The bus service 
which links Amersham, Chesham and Hemel Hempstead may be 
reached about 400m ahead in the centre of Bovingdon. The village 
contains convenience shops, pubs and a café.

Turn left onto Austins Mead, and follow the left-hand 
pavement. After the road bends to the right, take 

a signed footpath on the left between the houses (just before the 
house numbered 51). After the fi rst fi eld, the path bears left, and 
does so again at the end of the next fi eld, to take up a bearing 
approximately south-south-east. Ignore paths to left and right to 
arrive on Flaunden Lane opposite Holly Hedges Lane.

The route has followed the Chiltern Way thus far in this section, 
and it might be followed from here. However, the Hertfordshire 
Way takes a more direct route to the point of resumption of the 
Chiltern Way’s common course with the Hertfordshire Way. The 
route taken by the Chiltern Way involves crossing a long fi eld 
which, it is claimed, contains a bull. I might infer that the said bull 
must be owned by Herr Schrödinger, but to be honest, the detour 
adds nothing, so even non-taurophobes may benefi t from the 
shorter route.

Cross Flaunden Lane, and follow it for 750m (the 
Chiltern Way comes in from the right after 480m) 

to the corner of a wood, with a cott age immediately ahead on 
the left. Do not reach the 
cott age, but turn right at 
the signpost (thus leaving 
the Hertfordshire Way) and 
walk serenely through the 
delightful woods to a road 
at a junction. Follow the lane 
opposite towards Flaunden: 
just past the village sign, a 
path goes off  to the left.

The route continues along 
that path: some walkers may 
be interested in the existence 
of a pub 400m along the 
lane, with food and drink 
served during normal hours

13.3

13.4

The turn off 
Holly Hedges Lane

13.5
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Flaunden was originally a sett lement on the banks of the River 
Chess, but persistent fl ooding caused the people to move to the top 
of the hill. The church, built in 1838, was the fi rst church designed by 
Sir George Gilbert Scott  (who was also the architect of the Midland 
Grand Hotel at St Pancras station). The pub across from the church 
is listed Grade II.

The pub serves food and drink during normal hours.

Take the path south from the lane. At the end of the 
fi rst fi eld on the left, the path bends to the left through 

45°, and then bends left by another 45° after a diagonal crossing of 
the next fi eld. This leads the path out onto a road: turn right and 
follow the lane to Newhouse Farm.

Immediately after passing the farm, turn left onto a path across two 
fi eld: at the end of the second fi eld, descend to a road, and turn left. 
Follow the road for 300m to reach the entrance to Bragmans farm 
on the right.

Just beyond the entrance, take a path on the right which ascends 
past the farm buildings, and continues to Rose Hall Farm on the 
left.

Follow the farm track ahead (do not take the stile on 
the right across the electric fence), and follow the farm 

access road out past Rosehall Wood (on your left). Where the farm 
road turns sharp left, bear slightly right of straight ahead (to the 
south-east) across one fi eld, then diagonally across the next fi eld, 
and on across a third fi eld to reach Moor Lane.

Cross Moor Lane, then take a path across two fi elds to the edge of 
a wood.

Here, there is a welcome bench where one may sit to take in the 
view of the Chess valley.

13.6

The Chess valley from the 
bench north of Sarratt 

13.7
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Pass into the wood, following the Chiltern Way 
signs in a generally southerly direction. At the far 
end of the wood, pass into the fi eld on your right 
and follow the path over the top of the fi eld and 
down to the opposite corner, at the gateway into 
Sarratt  churchyard.

Sarratt ’s church dates from the late twelfth 
century and is of fl int and brick construction, 
incorporating, it is claimed, repurposed Roman 
tiles. John le Carre set his fi ctional spy training 
school in Sarratt .

If you pass through the churchyard and turn left, 
you will fi nd a pub.

At the churchyard gate, take the 
path away from the church along the 

left-hand edge of the fi eld. After 180m, turn left 
and descend to the valley bott om. Keep ahead at 
a cross-path, and take the two footbridges across 
the river’s two streams (the second one may be 
almost dry).

Continue ahead on a rising path (much less steeply than your 
descent into the valley) through woodland. After about 820m, the 
path bears to the right-hand side of the wood, and exits into a fi eld.

Turn left along the edge of the fi eld, then bear right on a clear path 
(now running westwards), ascending to reach some trees. Follow 
the path out to a road: the eastern access to Chenies. Cross the road 
and turn right, with the cricket ground on your left, as far as the end 
of the ground.

Ahead on the right, the Red Lion Inn off ers food and drink during 
normal hours.

Take the path left to follow the 
right-hand boundary of the cricket 
pitch, then continue ahead to reach 
another road. Turn left along this road 
to reach the busy Amersham Road, the 
A404.

To the right, there are bus stops for 
the service which links Amersham, 
Rickmansworth and Watford.

Cross the busy road, 
and take the track which 

descends ahead.

This track is almost certainly an ancient 
one, linking the Chess Valley with the 
Misbourne at Chalfont, linking up 

Sarratt  church

13.8

Looking over the Chess 
valley towards Chenies

13.9
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in part with the Shire Ditch which separates Hertfordshire from 
Buckinghamshire.

The track descends and passes beneath the railway (Metropolitan 
Line and Chiltern Railways). It then rises through the woodland to 
reach Newhouse Farm.

Bear left to follow the farm access road out to a road junction. Take 
the road ahead (Chalfont Lane) and follow its broad left-hand verge  
to the end of the road at another junction. The crossing road is Shire 
Lane, at the west side of Chorleywood, and this marks the end of 
this section.

If you turn left and descend Shire Lane, you will reach the railway. 
Pass beneath the tracks and turn right to reach Chorleywood station. 
However, Chalfont St Giles is less than 5km from here (the route is 
described in the next section): if you think you can make it, then 
‘CSG’ may be an alternative break-point.

There are shops at the bott om of Shire Lane.


