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CCA
14

Chorleywood
to

Penn

Start Chorleywood, Shire Lane at Chalfont Lane — WD3  5PR

Finish Penn — HP10  8NX

Distance 15.11km

Duration 3 hours 25 minutes

Ascent 250m

Access Buses at Chalfont St Giles and Penn

Facilities All facilities near start of section; pubs at Coleshill, Winchmore Hill, and Penn

14.1 Chorleywood, Shire Lane at Chalfont Lane 0m

14.2 SW on Shire Lane; ahead on Old Shire Lane; pass Philipshill Wood on R. 1050m

14.3 R then ascend L to reach road at entrance to Newland Park. 1640m

14.4 Cross road; path ahead; cross Chesham Lane; path opp; L to gap in hedge; 
path to London Rd; path opp to Chalfont St Giles.

1870m

14.5 Stratt on Court Lane and valley path to Mill Lane. 660m

14.6 Ahead for 650m; L to Hill Farm House; R/L on path to Bott rell’s Lane. 1880m

14.7 R on access track for Kiln Cott age; ahead on path; cross, then steps down to 
plank bridge: rise to Brentford Grange Farm.

1700m

14.8 Ahead over A355; at wood, follow path to R, then enter wood; on to Coleshill. 1480m

14.9 Path W to L of church; cross Barracks Lane; ahead (generally W) to road opp 
church; L up to Plough Inn, Winchmore Hill.

1690m

14.10 R (N of W) to L of playgd; L to R of house; ahead to rd; gate opp; L through 
wood to drive; ahead where drive turns L; SW to Penn Bott om.

1730m

14.11 R on rd; L at jct; after 60m take main track R and follow it through a 90° arc 
L to rise and bear R to reach Church Rd, Penn.

1410m
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This section begins in Chorleywood, at the junction of 
Shire Lane and Chalfont Lane.

Chorleywood Tube station is 1.1km distant at the foot of Shire Lane.

There are shops near the station.

Ascend Shire Lane; where the main road turns left, 
continue on Old Shire Lane. Follow Old Shire Lane 

past the houses until it becomes a track, which descends with 
Philipshill Wood on the right.

The track exists in a clear dip between the land levels on each side. 
This is a typical ancient boundary ditch, here between Hertfordshire 
on the left and Buckinghamshire on the right.

Descend to the bott om of the track, where paths go to 
left and right. Take the right-hand option, and after 

about 270m, take the path which ascends to the left. Arrows and 
“CW” marks (from originals painted about fi fty years ago) mark 
the route of the Chiltern Way. The Chiltern Way climbs through 
the woodland, then follows the right-hand edge of grassland, with 
the buildings of Newland Park (housing the Chiltern Open Air 
Museum) off  to the left. Emerge onto the main road through the 
park entrance.

Cross the road, and take the path opposite. Cross 
Chesham Lane and take the path opposite. After 100m, 

turn left. Do not keep to the left edge of the fi eld, but cross to a gap 
in the hedge about 25m from the left-hand edge. Continue in the 

14.1

14.4

The ancient Shire Ditch, 
marking the boundary 
between Hertfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire

14.2

14.3
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same direction diagonally across 
the next fi eld (taking due account 
of any temporary HS2-related 
diversions) to reach a lane. Bear 
right and descend to reach the 
A413, London Road.

To the right, there are bus stops for 
the services which run between 
Beaconsfi eld and Uxbridge vis 
Chalfont St Giles, and between 
Chesham and Uxbridge via 
Amersham. This stop (for buses 
running from right to left) gives 
access to a half-hourly service 
(not Sundays) using both services 
to Uxbridge.

Cross the road, and follow the path down to and across the River 
Misbourne (it may be wet at any time of year). Keep to the left of 
the church to emerge at the centre of Chalfont St Giles. To continue, 
turn right, cross the road by the pedestrian crossing, and pass the 
bus stop.

If you do not fancy the idea of walking in the river, turn right along 
London Road to the pedestrian crossing, cross to the left-hand 
pavement, and advance to the twinset of mini-roundabouts. Turn 
left and descend by the left-hand pavement to reach the centre of 
Chalfont St Giles, Cross at the pedestrian crossing and look out for 
the Chiltern Way signpost just beyond the bus stop.

The centre of Chalfont St Giles is well served by a variety of 
opportunities for refreshment and replenishment. There are hourly 
buses to Uxbridge (not Sunday) from the bus stop across the road 
from the church gate.

Chalfont St Giles is noted in 
the Domesday Book of 1086 as 
a manor separate from that of 
Chalfont St Peter downstream. 
It will be of no surprise to those 
who have slopped their way 
across the Misbourne meadows 
that Chalfont means chalk-spring. 
The church dates from the twelfth 
century.

Up the road from the church, 
there is the cott age to which John 
Milton removed himself (and 
wife) in 1665 while the plague 
raged around his home in Bunhill 
Fields, in the City of London: 

Chalfont St Giles church

Stratt on Court Drive,
Chalfont St Giles
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he completed Paradise Lost in the cott age. The 
village has been used for much location fi lming, 
including the fi lm version of Dad’s Army and the 
BBC adaptation of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales.

Take Stratt on Court Drive on your 
right, as indicated by the Chiltern 

Way signpost — do not take Up Corner to Silver 
Hill beyond (at the coff ee shop). Follow this broad 
driveway for 700m: where the driveway sweeps 
off  to the left, continue ahead on a path through 
the woods — an arrow painted on a tree (in 
the 1970s, and much re-painted since) gives the 
direction.

The path leads to Mill Lane, which comes in from 
the right and then, where the road swings off  to 
the left, continue ahead along the river valley on 
a path.

The old mill is seen on the right of Mill Lane.

Make your way along the path, 
which enters some woodland. There 

may be detours round trees which came down in 
the storms of early 2022. After about 180m within the wood, turn 
left to follow the Chiltern Way uphill between two fi elds. This path 
rises to reach and pass to the west of Hill Farm House (on your left).

When you reach a T-junction of tracks, look down to your right 
and you will see a fi ngerpost: to the left, the track passes across the 
south side of Hill Farm House.

Be sure to take the track on the right to the fi ngerpost. Turn left at 
the post, and follow a path close to the woodland on your right: it 
emerges at a sharp corner on Bott rell’s Lane.

14.5

Old, but renewed, waymark, 
Stratt on Court Drive

Switchback path west of 
Kiln Cott age

14.6
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14.7 Turn right onto a 
track labelled as 

leading to Kiln Cott age. At the 
point where the track bend to 
the right towards Kiln Cott age, 
continue ahead through a 
kissing-gate onto a path. After 
the fi rst fi eld, and at another 
kissing-gate, carry on ahead with 
the fence on your left, then take 
the clear path ahead across the 
fi eld on a gentle switchback.

The path descends to cross an ancient holloway, Bott om House 
Farm Lane, then rises to continue its way ahead to Brentford Grange 
Farm, which you pass on your right.

Beyond the farm, continue with the Chiltern Way in 
the same direction (with litt le tweaks to keep you 

away from fi elds where the farmer does not want you to go — just 
beware of the brambles!) to descend to the busy A355, which links 
Beaconsfi eld with Amersham.

Cross the road with care, then bear left for a few paces to reach 
the path again. This path leads you down a rickety set of steps: a 
handrail is provided on the left, with brambles and nett les waiting 
to catch your hand. After crossing a plank bridge, the path rises and 
crosses another path, following the left-hand edge of a fi eld.

When you reach the woodland at the far end, follow the path round 
to the right and then look for its entry into the woods. Follow the 
right-hand edge of the woodland until the path comes out to the 
road at the Red Lion pub in Coleshill.

The Red Lion serves lunches and dinners (and drinks, of course): 
not that the only Monday openings are on Bank Holidays.

You will spot a bus stop across the road by the church: don’t get 
your hopes up! There is a very sketchy service to Chesham. There 
is, however, a welcome bench by the bus stop which may bring a 
few minutes’ relief to your feet (if the pub is closed?).

There are regular bus services (connecting with High Wycombe, 
Amersham and Chesham) 1.5km to the north at Whielden Lane via 
the village and New Road (not Tower Lane which goes off  to the 
right).

Take the path opposite the Red Lion pub, with the 
church on your right. Cross Barracks Lane, and follow 

the Chiltern Way ahead (as signposted) on a stony driveway. After 
270m, ignore a kissing-gate on the right; after a further 190m, go 
through another kissing-gate.

Bear left to descend westwards to gain entry into a wood. Pass 
through the wood and out the other side. Maintain a bearing south 

Belted Galloways at
Brentford Grange Farm

14.9

14.8
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of westerly, keeping a fence on your left for almost the entire time, 
to enter a lane. This brings you out opposite a brick church: turn 
left and follow the road up to the Plough Inn on the village green at 
Winchmore Hill.

The same bus services as noted above, connecting with High 
Wycombe, Amersham and Chesham (even on Sundays) will drop 
you at Whielden Gate, from where there is a 1.3km walk-out (or 
walk-in, if you are starting a day’s walk from Winchmore Hill.

Take a line just north of west to the left of a children’s 
play area, and follow a path from the house on the 

left into a fi eld. Continue ahead on a clear path to reach, and cross, 
Horsemoor Lane. Once through the kissing-gate, do not proceed 
ahead to a fi eld, but bear left on a path through the woodland.

Follow the path, which starts off  southbound along house-backs 
and continues until it comes to the driveway for Penn House, which 
you will see coming in from your right. Join the drive, and continue 
south for about 200m, until the driveway takes a bend to the left. 
Continue ahead on the path until another path is met: take this path 
to the right (now in a south-westerly direction), with a fence on the 
right. Follow the path round two bends, keeping close to a wood on 
the right, out to a road (Gravelly Way). Turn right along the road to 
a junction.

Turn left at the junction onto Noaks Lane: after 
60m, turn right (at the Chiltern Way signpost). Do 

not bear right after the small car park, but keep to a rising path 
which starts out just north of west.

After passing a cross-path, the route bends gradually to the left. 
After about 220m beyond the cross-path, another footpath bears off  
to the right — ignore it. Continue on the main path for 300m as it 
gradually bends to the left, then enters the wood on your left.

Continue southwards through the wood for 130m, then rise through 
scrubland and, at the top, 
bear right through dense 
scrub to reach Church Road 
in Penn, coming out onto the 
tarmac by a kissing-gate.

Opposite, you will see the 
Dutch gables of Pewsey 
Cott age.

This is a point of decision.

It is a litt le over 6km to the 
A40 at Holtspur, the next 
practicable stopping point 
on the route (with its regular 
bus services running along 
the A40).

Pewsey Cott age, Penn

14.11

14.10
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There is no bus stop at this point on Church Road, but 900m to the 
right, by the pond, there is an hourly bus service to High Wycombe 
rail and bus stations. The bus stop is across the road from the Red 
Lion pub (which could be a useful way to spend a 57-minute wait 
for the next bus).

To the left, 250m off  route along Church Road, is the Crown Inn 
(where there is no bus stop).


