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CCA
15

Penn
to

Maidenhead Bridge

Start Penn — HP10  8NX

Finish Maidenhead Bridge — SL6  0AB

Distance 18.11km

Duration 3 hours 58 minutes

Ascent 215m

Access Bus in Penn, at Holtspur and Wooburn Green, and (train also) at end of section

Facilities Pubs at Penn, Forty Green, and Cookham; convenience shop at Holtspur; all 
facilities in Maidenhead

15.1 Penn, Church Rd at Pewsey Cott age. 0m

15.2 L for 40m; cross rd; half-R to Beacon Hill; sharp L; S to Chiltern Way fork. 1860m

15.3 L to Lude Farm; R; L across fi elds to Holtspur Lane; R to jct at Forty Green. 1430m

15.4 R on Riding Lane to and under rly. 1400m

15.5 L with rd; R to rise to jct; ahead on rd; R after sch; S to A40 at Holtspur. 1440m

15.6 Ahead; cross M40; steps on R; L at corner of cemy; R to SW end of sports gd. 810m

15.7 L into fi eld; cross to far L corner of wood; path through wood to rd jct at 
top of Windsor Hill; ahead to L of The Chase; ahead on rd to Berghers Hill.

1750m

15.8 R on path to Wash Lane; L on lane; path to L of gate to The Vicarage; ahead  
to Kiln Lane; L; R (Harvest Hill); R (Broad Lane) for 220m.

1990m

15.9 Sharp R onto path descending to Hedsor Hill (rd); ahead then R; after 100m, 
L on path; L at fork SW to Ferry Lane.

1890m

15.10 L to Cookham; S on Sutt on Rd; L on Mill Lane on Thames Path to river. 1870m

15.11 R on Thames Path to path to Islet Rd. 1690m

15.12 Ahead on path to Boulter’s Lock; Ray Mead Rd to Maidenhead Bridge. 1980m



15 – 2 Circumcardinal © 2021-22 IG Liddell

This section 
of the route 

begins at Pewsey Cott age on 
Church Road in Penn, 900m 
east of the Red Lion pub.

There is no bus stop at this 
point on Church Road, but 
there is (daily) an hourly bus 
service from High Wycombe 
rail and bus stations. The 
bus stop is across the road 
from the Red Lion pub at the 
pond. Note that although 
the pond is the eff ective 
terminus, the bus route 

performs a loop, so there is no terminal layover. Look out for the 
Red Lion on the left to prepare to alight.

Begin this section by walking eastwards along Church 
Road for about 40m. At a house-sign for Wellbank, 

with a whitewashed rock and a footpath sign, cross the road and 
bear half-right to take an enclosed path. After about 300m, ignore 
a path which descends to the left; carry on ahead on a gently rising 
path for 60m, where there is a simple plank bench on the left. Here, 
cross the stile (they are all stiles here, and some of them may be 
rather challenging — no kissing-gates unless they look nice beside 
a road) and take the path on the left which rises towards Beacon 
Hill (road).

Just before you reach the road, turn left through almost 
180°, following an access lane for the surrounding 
houses. The lane bears half-right and loses its hard 
surface. Keep to the side of the wood: do not follow 
a path across the fi eld on your left. The path takes 
up a generally southerly bearing, and plunges into 
the northern sliver of Coppice Hoop. Ignore a path 
which forks off  half-left where the copse spreads 
out; continue just west of south to rise gently to the 
southern tip of the wood.

Here, the Berkshire “loop” of the Chiltern Way leaves 
the main route. It is not a loop: the path joins the 
southern extension of the Chiltern Way at Crowsley 
Park, near Sonning Common. If you were to follow 
the Berkshire and southern extensions, you would 
not return to the core Chiltern Way until you reached 
Ewelme, at the westernmost tip of the route.

Our route takes the Berkshire option, 
and descends to the left across a fi eld, 

fi nally exiting onto a road. Turn right along the road, 
passing Lude Farm. Just beyond the farmhouse, take 

15.1

15.2
The Red Lion Inn, Penn

Stile south of Penn

15.3
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a stile on the left. You will soon bear slightly right, 
then half-left to descend with a hedge on the left. The 
path now rises across a fi eld to enter some woodland.

Carry straight on through the wood, ignoring paths 
to the left at the start and end of the woodland 
section. On emerging from the wood, the path drops 
and climbs across fi elds to a road, which is reached 
by a kissing-gate and some wooden steps.

Up the road to the left, about 180m distant, is the 
Royal Standard of England pub, which is open daily 
between 1200 and 2300, serving meals from opening 
time until well into the evening (except on Mondays, 
when the kitchen closes at 1630).

Turn right along the road to a junction. This is Forty 
Green.

At this point, Beaconsfi eld station lies about 2.1km 
away to the left. However, for all but the most avid 
bus-haters, it is not worth breaking the journey here, 
since the way ahead to Holtspur (bus stop) is only 
600m farther.

Do not continue down Holtspur Lane, but turn right 
onto Riding Lane (as encouraged by the Chiltern Way 

signage). Follow the lane for about 1.4km as it gently trends left and 
descends to the railway.

Pass beneath the railway and bend left with the road. 
Ignore the wooden signpost 

for Holtspur Bank on the right, but take the 
next path on the right (with its Chiltern Way 
signage) which climbs to reach the edge of 
Holtspur at a road junction.

Continue straight ahead on Cherry Tree 
Road for 250m, passing a school on your 
right. At the far end of the school grounds, 
turn right on a path (named Duval Path at 
this end) which continues south for a litt le 
over 400m, passing a recreation ground on 
your right, to reach Mayfl ower Way.

There is a parade of shops, including a 
convenience shop to your left.

Continue ahead for 160m, passing between 
the shops and the church, to reach North 
Drive. Advance across the grass to the 
junction of the A40 with Broad Lane ahead.

Just to the left on the A40, you will see a pair 
of bus stops (without yellow road markings). 
Buses running from left to right serve High 

15.4 Approach to Forty Green

Holtspur railway crossing15.5
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Wycombe, while the right-to left services serve Beaconsfi eld and 
Chesham (hourly), Uxbridge and Heathrow (hourly), and Uxbridge 
directly along the A40 (hourly). Note that the only service which 
runs on Sundays is the route to Heathrow.

One bus stop to the west, there is a petrol station convenience shop 
(200m from Broad Lane) and a steakhouse pub (on the roundabout).

Take the right-hand pavement of Broad Lane and cross 
the M40. At the end of the crash barrier, turn right 

down a set of stairs. Continue ahead with a cemetery soon on your 
left; turn left at the corner of the cemetery, then right at the end 
of the fi eld, with football pitches on your right. At the far end of 
the fi eld, where the hedge-line shifts through 45°, pass through the 
hedge at the corner. Do not continue ahead and out onto Wooburn 
Green Lane.

Turn left, and cross the fi eld to the far left-hand corner 
of the wood ahead. Take the path through the wood in 

a generally southerly direction for 1.1km, ignoring all paths to left 
and right, to emerge at the top of Windsor Hill, at its junction with 
Broad Lane.

Cross over the triangle at the junction, and take a path opposite, 
just to the left of the access road to The Chase. After 250m, the path 
reaches a road at Berghers Hill: go ahead on the road for 130m, then 
turn right along a path.

Ignore two paths which go off  to the left almost 
immediately after you join the path, but keep ahead in 

a westerly direction, descending fi rst through woodland and then 
across a fi eld. At the corner of the fi eld, bear half-right (not sharp 
right) to reach a road — Wash Hill, in Wooburn.

Continue ahead, turning left at the corner. Ahead there is a pub on 
the main road. The bus stop next to the church serves Bourne End 
and Maidenhead; the stop on the other side of the road is for High 
Wycombe.

Turn sharp left onto Wash Hill: it is time to regain all that height 
lost since leaving Berghers Hill. After about 150m, pass Wash Hill 
Lea, then the gated entrance to The Vicarage et al (the concept of 
a vicarage being sealed off  from parishioners and other visitors is 
rather hard to grasp), and take an enclosed path ahead where the 
road bends left.

After about 100m, the path opens out and crosses a fi eld, heading a 
few degrees west of south, bending half-left to pass through a belt 
of woodland (The Swilley). When the path reaches the other end of 
the wood, head due south to reach Kiln Lane.

There is a pub just off  to the right, serving simple lunches and more 
elaborate dinners.

Turn left onto Kiln Lane, and after 70m turn right onto Harvest 
Hill. After 160m, turn right onto a lane which is signposted as being 

15.7
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unsuitable for motors. This is, in fact the other end of Broad Lane 
from its start-point at Holtspur. Follow Broad Lane for 220m: if you 
reach Hedsor farmhouse on your right, you have overshot.

Turn sharp right to follow a track into the woods: 
where the track bends away to the left, continue ahead, 

encouraged by the footpath signs, including those for Shakespeare’s 
Way, with the famous likeness. The path descends steadily through 
Woolman’s Wood, becoming enclosed. Pass Hedsor Priory on your 
left, and come out onto Hedsor Hill (road) through gate.

Cross road and continue through gate, bearing right to follow the 
roadway for 100m. Take a path half-left, then take the left fork 
at the corner of the next fi eld: this path leads down to the River 
Thames. The south-western bearing is interrupted by a bend in the 
river; 100m after reaching the river, bear slightly right to follow 
a clear path south-west to reach Ferry Lane at the entrance to an 
engineering plant.

Cross the road and turn left to follow the right-hand 
pavement to and across the bridge. Use the road 

traffi  c signals at the far end of the bridge to cross to the left-hand 
pavement.

Here, the riverside pub serves food and drink during normal hours.

Continue along the left-hand pavement of Ferry Lane as far as 
Odney Lane, where cross to the right-hand pavement before the 
left-hand one gives out. Follow the road to the end of High Street, 
at the Stanley Spencer Gallery in the centre of Cookham.

Cookham’s High Street is well served by pubs, restaurants and 
cafés throughout its 1.1km length to Cookham station (for trains 
to Bourne End and Marlow, and to Maidenhead for services to 
Paddington.

Sir Stanley Spencer (1891-1959) was born in Cookham, and returned 
from the Slade art school to spend most of his life in the village. He 
is probably best remembered for his paintings of biblical scenes, set 
as if they took place in Cookham.

Just before High Street, the Chiltern Way’s Berkshire extension turns 
to the right, at one with the Thames Path. The Circumcardinal route 
now picks up the downstream route of the Thames Path, making 
use of its waymarking as far as Windsor.

From the end of High Street, take Sutt on Road (with the Stanley 
Spencer Gallery on your right), following the right-hand pavement 
for 180m to reach and cross School Lane as it comes in from the 
right. Immediately after crossing School Lane, turn left along Mill 
Lane.

Continue along Mill Lane past the Mill House then, where the road 
divides, take the right-hand option (that is to say, do not cross Lulle 
Brook towards Formosa Court). Follow the Thames Path signage to 
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reach the river. Turn right and follow the riverside path, with the 
majestic Cliveden estate on the far bank.

After 1.25km, having passed a few midstream islands, you will 
cross a small footbridge, with a metal gate on the right immediately 
afterwards. A further 400m brings you to a path which enters from 
Islet Road.

The gate leads onto a private avenue to Maidenhead Court.

The way ahead is clear, following the Thames Path 
all the way to Boulter’s Lock.

Here, the path merges with Ray Mead Road, which follows the 
river all the way to the roundabout on the A4 on the west side of 
Maidenhead Bridge, the end of this section.

On the roundabout, there is a petrol station with a convenience 
shop; just beyond, there are bus stops for the service which runs 
between Maidenhead and Slough. Maidenhead town centre (with 
all facilities) is 1.2km farther on, with an extra 500m to reach the 
railway station.

By following the A4 across the bridge, there is a large steakhouse 
pub 1km away, with Taplow station (Elizabeth Line services to 
Paddington) 650m beyond — bear left before the railway.
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