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CHR
1

Marylebone
to

Wembley Stadium

Start Marylebone station — NW1  6JJ

Finish Wembley Stadium station — HA9  8BQ

Distance 14.34km

Duration 3 hours 3 minutes

Ascent 112m

Access Bakerloo Line at start of section and at Warwick Avenue, Queen’s Park and 
Kensal Rise (also Overground at these last two) en route. Buses throughout.

Facilities All facilities available throughout this section.

1.1 Marylebone stn (bus). 0m

1.2 L from stn; L (Gloucester Pl); ahead (Park Rd); L on towpath to Lisson Grove. 1460m

1.3 Ahead (Aberdeen Pl); cross Edgware Rd; ahead on Maida Ave (L of café); R 
on Warwick Ave (L pvt) to Warwick Ave stn.

1110m

1.4 Ahead onto Delaware Rd; R (Elgin Ave); L (Morshead Rd); R into Paddington 
Rec Gd; passing pavilions; exit and L onto Carlton Vale.

1540m

1.5 Cross Kilburn Park Rd; ahead; bear R to Queen’s Park stn. 900m

1.6 N on Salusbury Rd; L on Harvist Rd; R into Queen’s Park; L; L up to park 
exit; L on Chevening Rd; R on Chamberlayne Rd to Kensal Rise stn.

1410m

1.7 Ahead; L on Liddell Gdns; ahead (Doyle Gdns); R on Harlesden Rd. 1520m

1.8 L into pk; to summit; NE then NW to Longstone Ave; L (Oldfi eld Rd); R 
(Fortunegate Rd); R on path; L (Brownlow Rd); R (Suff olk Rd) to Church Rd.

1740m

1.9 Cross Church Rd; Hawkins Rd under rly; R; L with rd; ahead to N Circ Rd. 970m

1.10 Cross by fb ; ahead to bus stop; R; L with trees L to steps; R on Drury Way; 
cross rly; ahead to dandelion.

1290m

1.11 R/ L under rd/rly; R on fb ; ahead to pavilion; L to Vivian Ave. 970m

1.12 R on Vivian Ave; L on Neeld Cres; R (Harrow Rd); R; R to stn. 1430m
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The walk starts at 
the main entrance to 

Marylebone station, beside the 
bus stop and near the station’s 
famous porte-cochère.

This is the London terminus for 
Chiltern railways services; the 
Bakerloo Line serves Marylebone. 
Baker Street station is served by 
other Tube lines, and is only a 
short step away. There are many 
bus services in the vicinity.

Marylebone was the last of the 
major London termini to be 
built, being opened in 1899. The 
Great Central Railway had a line 
from Manchester, via Sheffi  eld, 
Nott ingham, Leicester and Rugby: 
services ceased in 1966, leaving 
just commuter lines to Aylesbury 

and High Wycombe (with a skeletal service on to Banbury).

More recently, Chiltern Railways have expanded services to 
provided regular links with Oxford, Birmingham, Kidderminster 
and Stratford-upon-Avon, as well as the commuter services as 
described above. Much of the line from Sheffi  eld to London is lost: 
a heritage line between Loughborough and Leicester is the main 
remnant, apart from the lines into London used by Chiltern services 
today. The reason for the sparse Tube links is that the station was 
built many years after the Tube. The Jubilee Line tracks run beneath 
the station, between Baker Street and St John’s Wood stations, but 
there is no stop at Marylebone.

Turn left out of the station, and walk along Melcombe 
Street, past Dorset Square (which housed Thomas Lord’s 

fi rst cricket ground). At the far end of the square, take in the view of 
the Bauhaus-style luxury fl ats across the junction (some have more 
than ten rooms), then turn left on Gloucester Place. This will take 
you to a junction with Park Road and Rossmore Road.

Cross Rossmore Road, and continue on Park Road, using the 
left-hand pavement. There are more blocks of fl ats on the left; on the 
right, the London Business School is followed by an entrance (with 
its accompanying lodge) into The Regent’s Park (yes, the defi nite 
article is part of the park’s name, though very few people seem to 
use it nowadays), and then by the London Central Mosque.

Park Road crosses the Regent’s Canal; immediately after crossing 
the bridge, you will see a plaque on a pillar, announcing the site of 
Thomas Lord’s second cricket ground. He did seem to enjoy moving 
outwards: the current ground is uphill beyond the roundabout.

1.1

1.2

Marylebone station
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The Chiltern Line passes under the 
east side of the current Lord’s Cricket 
Ground, but this walking route does 
not pass the ground, which lies a litt le to 
the north of here, beyond the Danubius 
Hotel.

Turn left through the gate next to the 
pillar, and descend the steps to reach 
the canal towpath.

The Regent’s Canal was dug between 
1812 and 1816: the canal system 
which linked London and the 
Midlands needed access to the docks 
on the Thames, and the route from 
Paddington to Limehouse completed 
that missing link, avoiding the tidal 
river. Subsequently, the Hertford 
Union Canal was dug to provide a 
more convenient link to the River Lee 
Navigation.

Pass beneath bridges carrying the Metropolitan Line, the Chiltern 
Line (your fi rst crossing of the line, but by no means the last), and 
then a modern footway for the housing estate on the left.

Beyond a gate, the canal and towpath become busy with barges 
and their residential paraphernalia, including a riot of vegetation: 
this is the Lisson Grove basin. Residents of the basin have had gates 
erected at each end of their patch, blocking the towpath at night.

If the gate is locked (as it will be if you have made a nice early 
start from Marylebone), cross to the other side of the canal using 
the footbridge, and follow the 
footpath above canal level to its 
end at Lisson Grove.

A simpler start, though it misses 
the fi ne sights of the mosque 
and the canal basin, is to leave 
Marylebone station by passing 
underneath the porte-cochère, 
turning right into Harewood 
Avenue, left into Hayes Place, 
and right into Lisson Grove 
as far as its junction with 
Frampton Street.

The alternative routes combine 
here: to continue, take Frampton 
Street to Edgware Road, where 
turn right to rejoin the main 
route at Maida Avenue.

Access to the Regent’s Canal 
towpath on Park Road

Lisson Grove Basin
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Take the towpath 
underneath Lisson 

Grove, to its end where a set of 
steps rises to Aberdeen Place.

The pale blue structure which 
crosses the canal to reach 
the ground just to the left of 
the staircase is part of the 
national electricity supply grid. 
High-voltage power lines are 
buried under the towpath across 
this part of London, and pumped 
canal water is used as a coolant.

Go straight ahead on Aberdeen 
Place, noting the blue plaque 
to Guy Gibson VC, who led the 
Dambusters’ raid on the Ruhr in 
1943, and who died the following 
year, just after his 26th birthday, 
on the right. Make your way along 
Aberdeen Place (you are actually 
above the canal at this point) to 
reach and cross Edgware Road, 
today the A5 and previously 
Watling Street, the Roman road 
from Dover to London and on to 
Wroxeter.

Here, the alternative routes 
avoiding the towpath gates at 
Lisson Grove Basin, meet the 
main route.

Cross, and pass to the left of a restaurant built above the tunnel 
portal, to walk the full length of Maida Avenue, with the canal 
beyond the railings on your right. When you reach Warwick 
Avenue, cross, and turn right.

As you cross the canal, you will see on your left the junction with 
the Paddington arm of the Grand Union Canal, Litt le Venice. The 
tree-clad island in the middle of the junction is known as Browning’s 
island: it is thought that the poet Robert Browning was the fi rst to 
name the area around the canal junction “Litt le Venice”. The bridge 
was built in 1900; the heraldry is that of the (then) Borough of 
Paddington, which had just been created. The Paddington borough 
was later subsumed into the City of Westminster borough.

Make your way up the left-hand pavement of Warwick Avenue, 
your steps taking you towards the needle-spire of the modern 
brick-built St Saviour’s church. You will soon come to Warwick 
Avenue station.

Top — Litt le Venice and 
Browning’s Island

Above — Warwick Avenue 
Bridge

1.3



© 2018-22 IG Liddell Chiltern Railway Walk 1 – 5

Apart from the boxy ventilation 
shaft on the road’s central 
reservation, Warwick Avenue 
station is all underground, and 
was one of the fi rst Tube stations 
to be designed specifi cally for 
escalator access (rather than lifts).

Warwick Avenue is on the 
Bakerloo Line: there are several 
bus routes which pass the station.

Go past the station 
entrance (noticing the 

green cab-drivers’ shelter perched 
next to the ventilation shaft) and 
continue ahead with the church 
(which was rebuilt in 1975) on 
your right. At the end of Warwick 
Avenue, continue straight ahead onto Delaware Road.

This street has the familiar red-brick terraces on the right, but much 
of the left-hand side of the road is taken up by a long low building. 
It was built in 1909 as the Maida Vale Roller Skating Palace, but 
that enterprise folded after only a few weeks. In the 1930s, the BBC 
moved in, and it has been the home of the BBC Symphony Orchestra 
since then. It has also housed the BBC Radiophonic Workshop and 
the Peel Sessions for Radio 1, curated by the late John Peel.

Turn right onto Elgin Avenue: cross to the left-hand footpath at a 
pedestrian crossing. A few metres farther on, turn left into Morshead 
Road, using its right-hand pavement. Cross Grantully Road to the 
corner of the Paddington Recreation Ground. A litt le farther along 
Morshead Road, a gate lets you into the park.

Paddington Recreation Ground is the earliest facility for public 
athletics in London: its cinder track was a training ground for the 
late Sir Roger Bannister (1929-2018) along with his running mates 
(Christophers Brasher and Chataway) in preparation for what became 
the world’s fi rst sub-four-minute mile, 
which Bannister achieved on 6 May 
1954 in Oxford. Years later, Sir Bradley 
Wiggins learned to ride a bicycle in the 
park.

The path eases round to the left, to pass 
to the right of a two-storey pavilion 
with toilets. Ahead on the right, there 
is a park café: pass to its left to exit past 
a litt le roundabout onto Carlton Vale. 
Turn left, passing the Carlton Tavern, 
to the junction with Kilburn Park 
Road, where you will use two sets of 

Carlton Tavern: photograph 
taken a matt er of weeks 

before the demolition

1.4
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pedestrian lights to cross the junction diagonally. Continue ahead 
on Carlton Vale’s right-hand pavement.

The Carlton Tavern is/was a prime example of the architecture of 
the 1920s. It was built in 1921 to replace an earlier pub which was 
bombed near the end of the Great War in 1918, and was almost 
unchanged in over ninety years. In 2015, a developer demolished 
the building without having obtained the necessary planning 
permission. Fortunately, all the pub’s detail had been recorded, 
including casts of all the faience tiling, so the developer was 
ordered to rebuild the tavern brick by brick exactly as it had been. 
The new Carlton Tavern opened in 2021, one hundred years after 
its predecessor.

The graceful spire over to the right belongs to St Augustine’s 
church. This Grade I Gothic Revival building (of 1880, with the 
tower of 1897) replaced a temporary “iron church” — clearly, the 
more normal name of “tin tabernacle” was not considered good 
enough for the vicar and parishioners! It contains some of the fi nest 
ecclesiastical art of the period, and is a prime example of High 
Victorian Anglo-Catholic tradition. The church was designed by 
John Loughborough Pearson: in 1930, the reredos was designed by 
Sir Giles Gilbert Scott .

The whole area around Carlton Vale is being redeveloped, with the 
1960s blocks being replaced with more modern housing, and with 
other facilities being upgraded.

Continue along Carlton Vale. At the crossing of Rupert 
Road, you will pass an Albanian cultural centre, and then 

the West Kilburn Baptist church, the latt er’s architecture being 
precisely typical of these chapels. Continue on the right-hand 
pavement, swinging right with the pavement onto Salusbury Road, 
rising to cross the West Coast Main Line. Queen’s Park station is on 
your left.

Queen’s Park is served by the 
Bakerloo Line and by Overground 
services running between Euston 
and Watford Junction. There are 
also bus services. To the north 
of the station, there are shops 
and many opportunities for 
refreshment.

Go north on Salusbury 
Road from the station to 

the next junction, and turn left into 
Harvist Road. Use the pedestrian 
lights at the junction to reach the 
right-hand pavement. Cross the 
end of Dudley Road. At the corner 
of Kingswood Avenue stands a 

1.6

Sometime south-eastern 
entrance to Queen’s Park

1.5
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former gateway into Queen’s Park, now bricked off . The arms of 
the City of London are prominent: this is one of the areas of leisure 
land beyond the City which is administered by the Corporation of 
the City of London.

In the later years of the nineteenth century, the City of London 
purchased tracts of land to be set aside for public recreation, and to 
be ‘green lungs’ for the citizens of ever-faster-expanding London. 
Hampstead Heath and Epping Forest are two of the largest such 
areas, but the list also includes West Ham Park and several areas of 
commons on the southern edge of the capital. Burnham Beeches, to 
the north of Slough, is also owned by the Corporation.

In the case of Queen’s Park, the Corporation rescued the area for 
public recreation after a plan by the Royal Agricultural Society to 
hold their annual Show in the park fell through for lack of funds.

Since you are unable to enter the park at its corner, continue along 
Harvist Road to a gate on the right, where you will enter the park. 
Turn left inside the park to follow the circular path clockwise, 
passing toilets and a children’s playground. At a fork, keep left to 
reach the top of the park at its western extremity — the park here is 
less manicured than around the circular path. You will exit the park 
at the junction of Milman Road and Chevening Road.

From the fork, the right-hand option will take you to a café, from 
which you may then take the path on its west side past a small golf 
facility to rejoin the route at the park gate).

Turn left along Chevening Road, and come out to turn right onto 
Chamberlayne Road at the far end. Kensal Rise station and bus 
terminus is over on the left.

Kensal Rise station is on the Overground 
between Stratford and Willesden Junction. 
The station is not to be confused with Kensal 
Green (Bakerloo Line and Overground 
services to and from Euston) which lies 
about 700m (on foot) to the south-west. The 
area around the station is supplied with 
shops and cafés.

Continue on Chamberlayne Road 
in a northerly direction, having 

taken the opportunity to cross the road by 
the crossing at the station. Opposite a large 
red-brick school (which is now called the 
Manor School — note that the architectural 
style extends to the caretaker’s residence), 
turn left into Liddell Gardens (after the 
Olympic athlete, I’d guess). Cross College 
Road to continue on Doyle Gardens. Beyond 
King Edward VII Park on the right, you will 
pass the sleek modern lines of the Capital 

Detail of the Manor School 
caretaker’s residence

1.7
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City Academy, whose architecture is as much of its time as is the 
Manor School.

The Academy, with buildings designed by Lord Foster of Thames 
Bank (Norman Foster), grew out of Willesden High School on the 
site, previously Willesden County Grammar School. The school can 
count among its former pupils Gerry Anderson (of Thunderbirds 
fame), Ron Goodwin (composer of music for 633 Squadron and other 
hits), the novelist Molly Parkin, several prominent footballers, and 
England cricketer Phil de Freitas.

At the end of Doyle Gardens, turn right into Harlesden Road, then 
use the pedestrian crossing, then bear right to pass through the 
postage-stamp garden and reach the litt le oxbow roadway. This 
leads, past the bus stand, to the black railings of Roundwood Park’s 
main gate.

Just inside the park, you will come to a branching of 
paths at a stumpy memorial spire. There is a toilet block 

a few metres along the right-hand path, but our route takes the 
path straight ahead to the summit of the park, where the extensive 

panorama includes a 
fi ne view of Wembley 
Stadium, which is being 
clutt ered with a forest of 
dull high-rise blocks of 
fl ats, while the north of 
the park is bounded by 
burial grounds, including 
a Liberal Jewish cemetery.

The left-hand option 
leads to the park café 
(recommendable); a path 
leads to the top of the hill 
from the café.

Wembley Stadium from the 
summit of Roundwood Park

Capital City Academy

1.8
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Take your leave of the park by descending to the north-west gate 
onto Longstone Avenue, and turn right. Keep the cemetery on your 
right as the road bends to the left, then keep straight ahead along 
Ambleside Road to Oldfi eld Road, where turn left to follow its 
left-hand pavement.

Continue past the fi rst mini-roundabout, then cross over and bear 
right at the second, with a shop on your right and a triangular 
building on your left. Beyond the shop is Church Path, a broad 
footpath and cycleway.

If you overshoot the second roundabout and fi nd yourself walking 
along Fawcett  Road, with Clement Att lee House on your left (noting 
the shockingly disrespectful mis-spelling of the former Prime 
Minister’s name on the house’s nameplate above the doorway), you 
may simply turn right onto Church Path where you are: the main 
route is only a few metres ahead at the shop on Fortunegate Road.

Take Church Path northbound, passing the end of Redfern Road to 
reach Leopold Road

Here, on the left, you will see a street sign up on the wall at fi rst-fl oor 
level: it contains some postal history. Originally, the sign was for 
“Leopold Road NW”, with a later addition of the subdivision 
(“10”). Sir Rowland Hill (he of the Penny Post) subdivided London 
by compass directions for postal purposes, and this was refi ned by 
Anthony Trollope (yes, the novelist: he was employed by the Post 
Offi  ce and had a hand in designing the pillar box) soon afterwards, 
with NE and S zones disappearing, to be absorbed by neighbouring 
zones (and later to be available for use by Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
and Sheffi  eld in the national postcode structure which emerged 
during the 1960s). The numbered subdivisions were introduced in 
1917.

Turn right to follow the footpath which runs between a house on 
the left and bollards on the right. At Brownlow Road, turn left along 
its right-hand pavement, then turn right into Suff olk Road, again 
keeping to the right-hand pavement, to reach busy Church Road.

There are bus stops over to the right 
at this point towards Acton and White 
City (running from right to left) and 
towards Brent Cross and Golders Green 
(running from left to right).

Cross Church Road at the 
lights, and continue ahead 

on Hawkins Road, which is lined with 
modern houses and fl ats. At the end 
of this modernity, the road becomes 
Taylors Lane and squeezes under a 
rail line. Currently, the line is used for 
freight only, but work is in hand to 
upgrade it to allow passenger services 

North Circular Road,
Brent Park

1.9
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to run between Hounslow and Brent Cross) which will link main 
lines between Kew Bridge and Cricklewood.

Bend right into Bridge Road, which bends left to run past a school 
on the left, and runs into Woodheyes Road. Continue along 
Woodheyes Road to its far end at the North Circular Road.

The houses on Woodheyes Road were built by the Great Central 
Railway Company (whose line ran into Marylebone) for their 
workers: those workers higher up the company’s pecking order 
could choose, if they so preferred, to live in slightly more upmarket 
company houses on the other side of the main line, behind what is 
now the London Underground’s Neasden sheds.

The North Circular Road was a child of the 1920s; by the 1960s it was 
planned to become part of “Ringway 2” (how Orwellian a name!). It 
has been improved in many places, and is a major traffi  c artery (the 
A406) between Chiswick and Silvertown. Its companion, the A205 

South Circular Road, is still really no more than a string 
of suburban streets.

Turn right to face the full blast of the 
oncoming traffi  c on the North Circular 

Road, then take the footbridge across the snarling 
maelstrom to the other side. Do not descend the steps 
to the main road, but spiral down to ground level at a 
small roundabout within the shopping centre of Brent 
Park. Pass the bus stand to reach a pedestrian crossing 
by the bus stop.

Buses here arrive to serve the shopping centre, and 
depart with satiated shoppers. The bus services provide 
the walker with an escape route to nearby areas. All 
facilities are, of course, available in the hypermarket off  
to your right.

Use the pedestrian crossing to reach the car park, and 
walk beneath the hypermarket’s porte-cochère, past the 
mid-car-park line of trees. Turn left to cross the car park 
with the petrol station and car wash off  to the left.

Take a short fl ight of steps onto Drury Way, turn right, 
and take the right-hand pavement to the junction at the 
top of the rise.

Use the crossing to turn left onto Great Central Way, 
keeping to its right-hand pavement to cross the railway 
line by a covered footbridge alongside, but separated 
from, the motor roadway.

Follow the right-hand pavement down to reach railway 
level: on your left is the Chiltern main line which runs 
to High Wycombe, Banbury, Birmingham Moor Street, 
and on as far as Kidderminster (and, of course, may 
take you back to Marylebone).

Brent River Path entry
near Wembley Stadium

1.10
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Cross Hannah Close, and continue 
along Great Central Way (still on the 
right-hand side of the road, with the 
stadium looming up ahead of you), 
to reach a steel dandelion sculpture.

Here, a path leads 
down to the right to 

pick up the Brent River Path.

Signposts for the Brent River Path 
are seen here, and also to the south 
of the A40, but there is no connected 
route from the river’s startpoint 
at the confl uence of the Dollis and 
Mutt on Brooks, though the route of 
the Capital Ring in the north, with 
some judicious choices of streets in 
the gaps (hello, Wembley Park station!) ought to make the complete 
course a possibility.

The area to the north of Great Central Way was covered by the 
buildings for the 1924 Empire Exhibition (next to the newly-built 
Wembley Stadium). There was a rail loop off  the current line — 
its route is still partially visible today if one looks carefully at the 
alignment of roads and buildings, though the whole area is fast 
being bulldozed for the relentless high-rise developments which 
deprive the new stadium of its viewpoints — and an Exhibition 
station for visitors.

Turn left when you reach the riverside, and follow the path under 
the road and the railway: it emerges into a green sliver of land. 
Keep the river close on your right round a left-hand bend, then take 
a footbridge across the river to the right.

The path veers to the left at a park building: and continues with 
buildings on the right, passing a disused bowling green on the left. 
After coming back to the riverside, it continues close to buildings 
until it meets a cross-path at a black square of play equipment. 
Here, turn right into Vivian Avenue.

This road runs the length of the Tokyngton estate: 
follow the road for almost 1km until, after a slight 

bend to the right, it meets Neeld Crescent.

Tokyngton has been documented as a local place-name since the 
twelfth century: it means “the farm of the sons of Toca”. Toca 
(perhaps the same one, perhaps another one) may have given his 
name to the Turkey Brook (and later to Turkey Street and its station) 
in Enfi eld as well. The historic name survives locally on street signs 
and the like, including the more modern mis-hit of “Oakington”, 
but most of the residents appear to prefer to consider themselves 
living in “Stonebridge” or “Wembley”. When it all comes down to 
the wire, though, it’s all HA9.

Brent River Path
south of the railway

1.11
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Turn left into Neeld Crescent, and take it to its end on Harrow 
Road, where turn right, following the right-hand pavement of the 
busy thoroughfare.

There are variations in the architecture on the estate, and the two 
red-brick blocks of fl ats at the Harrow Road end of Neeld Crescent 
must form part of the overall plan for the area, appearing almost as 
portals to the estate (without being small gatehouse lodges).

After a short residential stretch, shops begin to cluster on each 
side of Harrow Road as it eases up the hill towards the centre of 
Wembley.

Some of the shops may be of interest to the walker, but others 
(carpets, motor spares, and chartered accountants, for example) are 
defi nitely for another time — some of them are indeed of another 
time too.

At the major junction, bear right onto Wembley Hill Road. 
Immediately, the shops end abruptly on the right, and you will 
pass through a set of bollards onto White Horse Bridge. This leads 
directly to Wembley Stadium station, the end of this section (and 
also onwards to the stadium itself).

White Horse Bridge was built over the railway at the time of 
redevelopment of the stadium: it was opened in 2008. The name of 
the bridge is a reference to a Metropolitan Police horse which was 
deployed to control the huge crowds at the fi rst FA Cup Final to be 
held at the stadium, in 1923.

The bridge replaced an inadequate concrete footbridge from one 
platform to the other, without access to the road.

Wembley Stadium and the 
underside of White Horse 
Bridge from the station
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As well as the trains, buses run north-east and south-west from 
the station environs. There are more bus services, and Wembley 
Central station (Bakerloo Line, and Overground to and from 
Euston) on Harrow Road. For Wembley Park station (Metropolitan 
Line), continue ahead through the vacuity of the shopping shrines, 
following the signs and maps. The approach to the Tube station is a 
stern fl ight of steps.


