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From Pillar to Post — I G Liddell
Walking the Coal Tax Circuit

A perambulation of the 1860s Coal Tax posts
as a circuit around London
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The text in this book is merely an indication of what might be possible …
or what might have been possible at the time of writing.

All walking routes are subject to change, but the pace of urban change
is greater than in rural areas.

Each reader must assess whether each part of the route qualifi es
as suitable or safe for public access.

The author does not warrant any point of legality or safety
in any part of the description of the route.

Thanks are due to the many people who have helped me with route-fi nding
and with intelligence local to a number of areas traversed by the route.

Their contributions enrich the route and the stories along it.
Clearly, any mistakes and misinterpretations remain with the author.

© 2018-22 IG Liddell

Front cover photograph: Post 11, Theydon Bois
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What has coal to do with the walk?
Coal had been shipped into London for centuries, and had long been taxed on entry to the 
Port of London. Gradually, the defi nition of importing via the Thames sett led down: at the 
upper end, Staines Bridge became the boundary, while the lower boundary oscillated between 
Dartford Creek and the Isle of Grain, probably on the whim of local Port offi  cials.

The digging of the canal system, which linked the coalfi elds of the Midlands with the capital, 
removed the monopoly of the Port of London, but the Corporation of the City of London were 
not to be denied their coal tax. The levy on coal (and also on wine) imports through the Port 
of London was applied to maintaining the Port, and the duty on canal-borne coal continued to 
benefi t the Port. The railways followed, and the tax was extended to rail-borne coal. Wine was 
only taxed on shipping using the Port.

The various canal and railway companies each had a “pay-as-you-go” agreement with the 
Corporation, but still the boundaries were marked along the lines of steel and water, initially at 
a radius of 32km — expressed in those days as twenty miles — measured from the General Post 
Offi  ce in St Martin’s Le Grand (to the north of St Paul’s Cathedral). The railway companies, of 
course, needed their own special agreement for duty-free coal which was carried in and out 
for the purpose of feeding the train’s locomotive, so the audit and accountancy needed to be 
accurate in order to satisfy the Corporation.

By the 1860s, though, there were growing complaints that the only benefi ciary was the Port 
of London, though the coal passed through the expanding metropolis. The tax boundary was 
adjusted to match that of the Metropolitan Police District, and the now familiar boundary 
pillars were set up along roads and tracks at the police district boundary. The revenue was 
now to be used by the Metropolitan Board of Works, but (in a refrain which has not diminished 
in 150 years), it was still seen as benefi t for the centre, at the expense of the suburbs. Bridge tolls 
within London were abolished, the Embankments were built, but not much trickled out to the 
rest of the growing metropolis.

There is something of a question about the boundary markers, 
and it is rather fundamental. Why were they needed? The City 
of London boundaries for shipping on the River Thames were 
well established, and the automatic collection process (as noted 
above) operated for tax on coal brought in by canal and rail. Of 
course, coal could theoretically be toted in on the backs of men or 
horses, but in the second half of the nineteenth century, for fairly 
obvious reasons, the quantity brought in by such means was, to 
all intents and purposes, zero. But still, the handsome pillars and 
plaques were turned out — about two hundred roadside markers 
still exist today (though some of these are now on footpaths and 
bridleways) — and kept up in pristine condition in the brilliant 
white, black and red of the City colours.

Why?

Was the City just luxuriating in forgetful nostalgia for the jaggers 
and packmen of yesteryear? The forgetfulness is unlikely, since 
the accountants would be poring over the records. On the other 
hand, there may have been the same rear-view-mirror obeisance 
which has kept Britain back from effi  cient modernity so often, and 
so often with devastating consequences.

Post 4 in Chadwell Heath: this 
“type 2” post (by far the most 
common type), is the standard 

roadside design
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Was it, perhaps, a bit of breast-beating 
by the Corporation? After all, “London” 
was now much more than the Square 
Mile, and all the Urban and Rural District 
Councils had a share of the limelight. The 
Metropolitan Police District was, at that 
time, bounded by the outer boundaries of 
parishes which had part of their territory 
within 24km (fi fteen miles) of Charing 
Cross: it has been changed several times 
since. In 1946, the City of London was 
excluded.

The existence of the Metropolitan Police 
District may have been seen by the 
Corporation as a convenient metaphor 
for “London”, and the idea of a Police 
boundary which was (by the bollards) 
rendered so obvious throughout the 
metropolis would not have brought forth 
any objection from the force.

Today, the markers almost encircle London. Starting anticlockwise from the downstream 
River Thames, though, the fi rst post is well to the north of the District Line, just south of the 
main road (of its day) between London and Upminster. Therefore, sections 1 and 2 of the route 
have no posts along their lengths. In the 1860s, the Thames here was still rather wayward 
and uncontrolled, and the land litt le more than a muddy swamp, so there was litt le need for 
roadside boundary markers. A good proportion of the boundary south of the District Line 
is now covered by the Ford plant, or has been subject to road-widening schemes, so a route 
following the exact boundary is inaccessible in several areas, and is devoid of current Coal Tax 
structures. A more scenic alternative is followed from the start to the fi rst extant post in Rush 
Green.

The Coal Tax Circuit starts from Purfl eet station (almost opposite Dartford Creek) and ends at 
Erith station. The total circuit comes in at around 314km, though will change as development 
either forces diversion or brings opportunity for improved routing.

The sections
There are forty-three sections (plus the zero-walking Shepperton Ferry crossing) which make 
up the Coal Tax Circuit as described below. These sections have been chosen to keep distances 
manageable (with the aim of covering less than 10km per section, though local conditions 
have necessitated fi ve sections which edge beyond that norm — the longest section runs from 
Watford to Northwood and is just a shade over 12km), and wherever possible coinciding with 
options for public transport. Most walkers will want to combine some sections at times to 
make a day’s outing. It would have been ludicrous to take a new section at each possible access 
or departure point by bus, Tube or rail: these options are given within the sections.

In a few places, where there are longer gaps between optimal break-points: there are advisory 
notices within the sectional narrative at appropriate points where there are potential transport 
or refreshment constraints.

Route of the Coal Tax Circuit
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1 Purfl eet station 8.22km Rainham station
2 Rainham station 5.16km Beam Valley Park
3 Beam Valley Park 5.85km Chadwell Heath
4 Chadwell Heath 6.00km Havering Park
5 Havering Park 3.50km Chigwell Row
6 Chigwell Row 10.30km Theydon Bois station
7 Theydon Bois station 5.51km Ambresbury Banks
8 Ambresbury Banks 8.81km Bumble’s Green
9 Bumble’s Green 6.31km Wormley

10 Wormley 8.25km Newgate Street
11 Newgate Street 8.68km Pott ers Bar station
12 Pott ers Bar station 6.67km Redwell Wood
13 Redwell Wood 7.76km London Colney
14 London Colney 10.49km Radlett  station
15 Radlett  station 10.37km Watford High Street station
16 Watford High Street station 12.05km Northwood station
17 Northwood station 6.50km Batchworth
18 Batchworth 9.38km South Harefi eld
19 South Harefi eld 9.22km Iver Lane
20 Iver Lane 9.90km Colnbrook
21 Colnbrook 10.57km Staines-upon-Thames
22 Staines-upon-Thames 5.94km Chertsey Bridge
23 Chertsey Bridge 2.92km Shepperton
24 Shepperton Ferry
25 Weybridge (ferry landing) 3.65km Walton-on-Thames
26 Walton-on-Thames 7.00km West Molesey
27 West Molesey 7.65km Milbourne Lane
28 Milbourne Lane 9.25km Star Inn
29 Star Inn 6.43km Wells Road
30 Wells Road 7.39km Tatt enham Corner station
31 Tatt enham Corner station 3.15km Walton on the Hill
32 Walton on the Hill 9.58km Kingswood station
33 Kingswood station 8.40km Hooley
34 Hooley 8.84km Whyteleafe station
35 Whyteleafe station 5.24km Warlingham
36 Warlingham 7.01km New Addington
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37 New Addington 2.95km Leaves Green
38 Leaves Green 7.67km Cudham
39 Cudham 7.08km Chelsfi eld station
40 Chelsfi eld station 4.74km Chelsfi eld
41 Chelsfi eld 8.03km Swanley station
42 Swanley station 7.65km Baldwyns Park
43 Baldwyns Park 5.77km Barnes Cray
44 Barnes Cray 7.91km Erith station

These sections start and fi nish with transport options (either adjacent or within 20 minutes’ 
walk): most have intermediate transport options.

Times and distances
Each section is headed by details of the section of the walk, including distance and duration.

The latt er is calculated with reference to Naismith’s Rule, which takes account of slope. For 
the purposes of the calculation, standard walking pace is set at 5kph: individual readers may 
adjust expected timings according to their natural speed.

Beware, though, of assuming that you can manage a faster gait: that will just put you under 
the cosh on expectations, and will leave you no time to stand and stare — or, in extreme cases, 
even to wait for the lights to change. Urban walking has its own forms of acceleration and 
deceleration, separate from its rural counterpart.

Logistics and transport
It is assumed that public transport will be used to get to and from the route (and that this 
walk will be tackled on a day-by-day basis, rather than as one continuous hike). In most cases, 
returning to a car after a day’s walk would involve travelling inwards, then back out to the 
start.

There are some places where the lack of regular public transport (in particular, beyond the 
edges of the Oyster zones) will mean that you may need to plan a start and/or fi nish point 
for the day, rather than simply “stopping when you want”. Most of the way, though, you are 
never very far from a bus stop or a station. You will need to refer to Transport for London (TfL) 
for transport information within Greater London, but it is useful to have access to the national 
Traveline journey planner for the times when the route takes you over the London boundary. 
Weblinks to these facilities are given at the end of this introduction.

It is always bett er to start out on your 
day’s travels as early as you can: after 
all, it doesn’t matt er whether your 
travel to the start in the daytime or the 
dark (and indeed, a large proportion 
of the to-and-from travel in preparing 
the route was iin the pitch-black of the 
pre-dawn, and in the transition from 
day to night at the end of the walk). 
But there is more to it than using the 
available light to best advantage.Walton Bridge, site of post 84
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The crowds have not yet stirred themselves, and in winter, it is amazing how quickly the heat 
from the sun just switches off  at about 2pm (or earlier if you are to the north of higher ground).

It might seem unnecessary to carry provisions while walking in the big city, but hunting 
down shops can be dispiriting; if a café or pub is not reached at the right time of day (or is 
unexpectedly closed), gloom may set in; at the wrong point of the cycle of walking spirit, the 
need for a formal stop can disrupt the fl ow of the walk. In fact, if you stick rigidly to the Coal 
Tax Circuit route without deviation, there will be long stretches along which you will not 
encounter a shop on the route itself.

A small water bott le and some emergency nibbles should always be carried, and on some 
stretches, it can be handy to have a sandwich or similar, for an impromptu snack in a park, 
or at least on a bench. You are encouraged to make use of local facilities in the areas passed 
through, but you should also have a Plan B in your pocket or your backpack, whether for your 
own use, or for anyone you might meet who is in greater distress.

Summary and skeleton directions
At the beginning of each section is a summary and a set of skeleton set of directions. The 
purpose of these is to allow the walker to carry just the pages required … as long as the walker 
is confi dent enough. The route-fi nding is described in full detail in the narrative text 

Start Chadwell Heath, High Street at Whalebone Lane — RM6  6QT

Finish Havering Park, Lodge Lane at Cornell Way — RM5  2JD

Distance 6.00km

Duration 1 hour 15 minutes

Ascent 37.8m

Access Buses at start of section to connect with Dagenham Heathway (District Line), 
Romford, Chadwell Heath, Seven Kings, and Ilford stations (all Elizabeth Line) 
and Stratford station (Central, Elizabeth and Jubilee Lines, DLR, and National 
Rail). Buses at end of section. Buses at Marks Gate en route.

Facilities Shops at start of section and at Collier Row en route. Pub at start of section. Pub 
at Moby Dick junction (A12) en route. Burger restaurant at Marks Gate en route.

Above, you will see the summary table from section 4: it is to be interpreted in the following 
manner.

The start and fi nish locations are given, with a postcode for ease of homing in on an online 
map. Occasionally, the postcode will need to be qualifi ed by giving distance and direction, but 
most of the time, the hit will be close enough that there should be no ambiguity.

The distance is given in kilometres (after all, that’s how the grid squares are constructed on 
the map, so the rationale should be clear and unchallengeable), and the duration is based on 
Naismith’s rule at a fl at-ground pace of 5 kilometres per hour, and accounting for slope.

Public transport access details are given for the start and end of each section, and then for 
signifi cant locations between these points.

Facilities (for example, shops, cafés and public toilets) are given in brief form, again for the 
start and end of the section, and for intermediate locations between these points. These are, of 
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course, subject to fl uctuation. The reader is urged to check wherever possible, on availability 
and opening hours before sett ing out, and should not rely exclusively on their continuing 
existence. They are not meant to be exhaustive: in some areas, there will be many facilities 
within a short distance, and a representative selection will suffi  ce.

Please be certain that the mention of the existence of a facility does not imply its endorsement 
by the author.

Below, you will see the skeleton directions for section 4, exactly as they appear in the narrative. 
in the sectional document.

4.1 Junction of High Road and Whalebone Lane. 0m

4.2 E on High Rd for 420m to post 4. 420m

4.3 W on High Rd; second R (Hainault Rd) fi rst L (Whalebone Grove); R on 
Whalebone Lane N, under A12 to Marks Gate; bear R at rbt (Colliers Row 
Rd) to post 6 at Abbey care home.

3290m

4.4 Descend to jct; L on Hog Hill Rd to post 7 at speed limit sign opp number 70. 720m

4.5 Return along Hog Hill Rd; L (Hamlet Rd); L (Walton Rd); R on R pvt to 
pass through to Frinton Rd; R, then L at end onto Lodge Lane; rise to end of 
Cornell Way.

1570m

The red subsection numbers in the left-hand column are repeated at the appropriate position 
in the narrative for the section; the distances in the right-hand column are not cumulative 
within a section, but rather, they are the distances for the individual subsections as described 
in the cell to the left.

Skeleton directions are deliberately terse, with generous use of abbreviations: this is to ensure 
that the basic information for a section fi ts onto one page. Compass points are given by the 
initials N, E, S and W, combining to give the sixteen main directions in the usual way. Other 
abbreviations, such as pvt (for pavement) and stn (for station), should be obvious from the 
context.

The fi rst mention of a station (the term is used for rail and Tube: a bus station is specifi cally 
defi ned as such) in a section identifi es, for services managed by Transport for London (TfL), 
the specifi c Tube line(s), Overground, Tramlink and/or Elizabeth Line services operating from 

Post 178 in Chelsham, to the south-east of Croydon
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that station. Likewise, any non-TfL rail services are identifi ed by the relevant National Rail 
operator(s). Subsequent mentions of a station within a section will not normally repeat the 
operators’ details.

Below, you will fi nd the above directions, rendered slightly less tersely, and with the 
abbreviations expanded. Note that these are still only skeleton directions, and that the full 
directions will be found in the narrative part of each section.

4.1 This section starts at the junction of High Road and Whalebone Lane. 0m

4.2 From the junction, walk eastwards on High Road for 420m to reach post 4. 420m

4.3 Return westwards on High Road; take the second street on the right (Hainault 
Road), then the fi rst street on the left (Whalebone Grove); turn right onto 
Whalebone Lane North, then pass underneath the A12 and continue ahead 
to Marks Gate; bear right at the roundabout (onto Colliers Row Road) and 
continue to reach post 6 at the Abbey care home.

3290m

4.4 Descend the road to the junction; turn left onto Hog Hill Road to reach post 
7 at the speed limit sign opposite number 70.

720m

4.5 Return along Hog Hill Road; turn left into Hamlet Road, then left again 
into Walton Road; turn right, and follow the right-hand pavement to pass 
through to Frinton Road; turn right, then turn left at the end of Frinton Road 
onto Lodge Lane; rise to reach the end of Cornell Way.

1570m

Maps
You should always carry a map, to make sure that you are on the right route, The map should 
have suffi  cient coverage to the side of the route to navigate you to a place of safety in the event 
that things do not go according to plan.

To be perfectly frank, an up-to-date Ordnance Survey map is really the only option. Note that 
the author derives no monetary benefi t for that statement, which is simply the opinion of a 
satisfi ed user. Walkers are strongly encouraged to invest in an online subscription to OS Maps 
(see below for website details): the annual cost is less than that for three paper maps, with the 

On Banstead Heath, the posts are so numerous as to be intervisible in some instances
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licence to print any maps (crucially for walkers, including those at 1:25000 scale) for personal 
use.

Never rely on using a mobile phone or tablet to deliver your map. In the fi rst place, unless 
you are using the OS Maps app in the fi eld, the map will not be adequate. Secondly, having 
autolocate turned on, always polling for position, sucks the life out of a batt ery remarkably 
(and worryingly) quickly. It may not be as life-and-death a problem as it was for the idiots who 
were trying to navigate across the Lake District by mobile phone, but it is still putt ing yourself 
in danger.

Online resources
There are some useful resources from the major transport players, and from others. A few of 
the most notable are listed below.

• Transport for London — htt ps://tfl .gov.uk/ 
Full details of TfL services, including timetables, bus route maps, status reports, 
live arrival data, journey planning, and more. Also, resources for walking routes in 
London.

• Traveline — htt p://www.traveline.info/ 
Journey planning for nationwide public transport. TfL is generally more detailed 
within London, but Traveline is needed when you stray beyond the TfL area.

• National Rail — htt p://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ 
Journey planning for rail services.

• Ordnance Survey — htt ps://osmaps.com/ 
Access to Ordnance Survey maps online, for desktop, laptop, tablet and smartphone. 

Post 69 on the Slough Arm of the Grand Union Canal (section 20)
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Printing maps is possible. Walkers are urged to take out a subscription (see above): 
the cost will be repaid countless times over.

• Bikehike — htt p://www.bikehike.co.uk/mapview.php 
Using OpenStreetMap, footpaths and cycle paths are overlaid on the base map. 
Useful for viewing link paths to and from the route.

• Coal duty posts — htt p://www.coaldutyposts.org.uk/cityposts.html 
An invaluable guide to each individual post — giving the location, history, condition 
and other details, with a photograph of each, which has provided much inspiration 
and support to the author.

• National Library of Scotland — htt p://maps.nls.uk/ 
It may seem curious to reference a library in Edinburgh for information about 
London’s coal tax posts, but NLS carries an extensive collection of digitised historic 
maps covering the whole of Great Britain. These may be searched from an overlay 
on the modern map. Many of the posts may be found, sometimes called City post or 
Duty stone, on these old maps, and the old routes and boundaries may shed light on 
why the markers were placed in particular locations. In the text, if reference is made 
to “old maps”, then NLS will be your source.

The joy of an autumnal sunrise, seen while stepping out onto the route at Chelsfi eld station
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CTC
1

Purfl eet station
to

Rainham station

Start Purfl eet station— RM19  1PP

Finish Rainham station — RM13  9JA

Distance 8.25km

Duration 1 hour 43 minutes

Ascent 44m

Access Train at start of section. Train and bus at end of section.

Facilities RSPB café near start of section.

1.1 Purfl eet stn 0m

1.2 W on London Rd for 450m; at war meml, L to riverside; R past heritage centre; 
cross Mar Dyke.

1040m

1.3 Bear L at RSPB centre; ahead on sea wall for 1.5km. 1480m

1.4 L at car park; keep to riverside pathto Coldharbour Point. 1540m

1.5 Ahead past concrete barges to Tilda plant. 1740m

1.6 Ahead and across Ferry Lane; take path opp; cross Coldharbour Lane; L 
parallel to rd; to rbt; R on rd

1590m

1.7 Under A13; path on R of rd; over high-speed rly; down to rd; cross rly at stn. 840m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route — indeed, 
the entire Coal Tax Circuit — starts on London Road at 

Purfl eet station.

The River Thames formed the boundary of the Metropolitan Police 
District between Dartford Creek (on the south side) and Beam River 
(on the north side). The boundary then went through what is now 
the Ford plant to follow the Beam River north. The prologue route 
to reach the fi rst extant post in Rush Green (found in section 3 of the 
Coal Tax Circuit route) follows the river to Rainham, then reaches 
the Beam River via the Forestry Commission’s recreation area at 
Ingrebourne Hill, and the Bretons estate.

Purfl eet and Rainham stations are served by trains from Fenchurch 
Street (and from Grays, Tilbury and Southend-on-Sea on trains 
inbound towards London).

On this section of the walk, sustenance is limited. There is a café at 
the RSPB centre near the start of the section

This section of the route is almost entirely on hard or semi-hard 
surfaces: after a sustained period of dry weather, light trainers should 
suffi  ce. However, a good deal of the off -street walking is on crushed 
stone paths, so in wett er conditions, there is the distinct possibility 
of muddy surfaces. In such conditions, a pair of lightweight boots 
may prove a bett er option — at the very least, do not wear brand 
new trainers: they will never be fi t for polite company afterwards. 
Note also that vegetation encroaching on the path may become 

1.1Across the river from 
Purfl eet, the Darent Flood 
Barrier rises out of the 
marshes: Erith lies beyond 
in this upstream view
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very wet: if you are accustomed to wearing overtrousers in rain, 
consider them for this section: redistributing dew is a prime hazard 
for early-morning walkers.

Set off  from the station and turn right onto London 
Road, crossing the line if you are arriving from London. 

Continue along London Road for 450m. Use the refuge to cross 
the road just before a roundabout, and continue on the left-hand 
pavement. Opposite the War Memorial, take a footpath which runs 
down to the riverside: the Royal Hotel is on your right.

The river vistas are extensive — downstream to your left, the low 
hills of north Kent may be seen behind the Queen Elizabeth II Bridge, 
the Dartford Crossing. Across the river at Longreach, the hospital 
hulks are long gone, as are the smallpox hospitals they served and 
the fi rst home of the Royal Flying Corps (see section 44). The River 
Darent joins the Thames from the other side, with the Darent Flood 
Barrier looming high above the marshland. Upstream, Erith Roads 
draw the eye towards Erith and Thamesmead.

Purfl eet has a long military history (see below), but it has other 
histories. It has hosted a major magarine production plant for many 
years, as part of the Unilever empire. John Newton suff ered a marine 
accident at Purfl eet, after which he wrote the hymn Amazing Grace. 
Furthermore, Purfl eet received a well-known fi ctional immigrant 

1.2

Queen Elizabeth II Bridge, 
Litt lebrook Power Station, 

and the Darent Flood 
Barrier dominate the 

downstream view from 
Rainham Marshes
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when Bram Stoker relocated Count Dracula from his Transylvanian 
castle to Purfl eet. Of course, the river has been Purfl eet’s major asset 
down the ages.

Turn right on the riverside path. Soon, you will reach an 
eighteenth-century gunpowder magazine, the only one 

still standing out of several which were built here. Continue along 
the riverside path, past the magazine, bearing round to the right 
at the end of a housing estate. Cross the Mar Dyke by a modern 
bridge. The building ahead is the visitor centre for the RSPB reserve 
(which has a café in the centre).

The Purfl eet Royal Gunpowder Magazine (comprising fi ve 
buildings) was constructed in 1760, and the remaining one building 
now forms the Purfl eet Heritage and Military Centre, which is 
open to the public for fi ve hours on Thursdays, Sundays and 
bank holidays. Benjamin Franklin was consulted on the design to 
minimise the chance of a lightning strike, which could have been 
disastrous for the whole area. The magazine closed in 1962, and 
much of the land (including that of the adjoining barracks) was 
soon used for housing.

The area ahead, much of which is now occupied by the RSPB bird 
sanctuary, was covered by the Purfl eet Rifl e Ranges: they were 
opened in 1915, and the Ministry of Defence fi nally released the 
land to RSPB in 2000. In addition to the rifl e ranges (which for thirty 
years had their own halt on the railway line between Rainham and 
Purfl eet) and the aforementioned Magazine and Barracks, there was 

a Prisoner of War Camp established in the Purfl eet area: 
the “unexpected guests” arrived by ship at Tilbury.

Bear left in front of the centre, and follow the riverside 
path along the sea wall above the road. After about 
1.5km, you will come to a small car park, att ained by 
squeezing through a rudimentary “gate” in the fence. 
Turn left through the car park to pick up the riverside 
path again. 

On your right are low, grassy (almost cartoon-like) 
hills, formed by the greening of the Rainham Marshes 
landfi ll site: methane exhaust pipes give the game away. 
On your left, the near view is dominated by the muddy 
Thames, and you will probably be able to watch lots of 
wading birds picking at the mudfl ats. Across the water, 
the Erith Deepwater Wharf, and to its right, the Erith 
Causeway.

The foot-and-cycle path hugs the riverside, 
passing some works (including a pallet 

factory, with the smell of cut wood, and a warning 
against feeding the cats who prowl the yard) on the right 
before bearing right (that is, to the north-north-west) at 
the navigation light of Coldharbour Point.

Erith Causeway, seen across  
the River Thames

1.4

1.3
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From 1199 to 1854, a ferry crossed the river between 
Coldharbour and Erith, initially for pilgrims making 
their way to the shrine of Thomas à Becket in the 
cathedral at Canterbury, who was assassinated in 
the cathedral there in 1170 and canonised in 1173 as 
St Thomas à Becket, Bishop and Martyr.

There have been recent att empts to resuscitate the idea 
of the ferry crossing: this would be helpful for the people 
of Erith to explore the northern shore of the river, but 
perhaps the greatest benefi ciaries would be walkers.

This point marks the original end-point of the 
London Loop path, which sets out from Erith on its 
circumambulation of London, though now (rather 
sensibly) the waymarking has been extended to 
Purfl eet station: a ferry here would be a more fi tt ing 
link, allowing for greater logic in starting the Loop at 
any point on its route. Likewide, the Coal Tax Circuit 
walker could make use of a ferry here, following much 
more closely the boundary of the Metropolitan Police 
District (and thus, of the Coal Tax boundary).

The London Loop path is managed on behalf of the Mayor of London 
by Transport for London, and full details with maps and narrative 
directions may be found on their website — the entry page for all 
the TfL-managed London walks is https://tfl .gov.uk/modes/walking/ 
(note, though, that maintenance has now been outsourced from TfL 
to a third party.

Continue along the riverside path — after all, there is no 
alternative! You will pass a jett y, and then the path will 

veer to the right at a small muddy bay.

Beached in the inlet, you will see a collection of sixteen concrete 
barges, beached in the mud on the riverbank. These hulks, now 
drably dark, dilapidated, and encrusted with weeds, are not 

Coldharbour Point

Ferroconcrete barges in the 
mudfl ats of the Thames

1.5
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simply abandoned craft from a previous era: they are historic 
craft which have a remarkable tale to tell (for one explanation, see
https://londonist.com/london/history/visit-these-concrete-ships-from-wwii).

Ferroconcrete was a relatively inexpensive and quick medium for 
construction during the 1940s when wartime privations made metal 
much more costly, and (somewhat counter-intuitively) ships made 
from this material actually fl oated. These sixteen were a very small 
number of many such barges made to create the Mulberry Harbours 
for the D-Day landings. These sixteen were eventually considered 
surplus to the requirements of the Normandy landings, and were 
retired here. Whether, as some have argued, they were placed here 
for fl ood protection purposes, or were simply abandoned at a then 
convenient location, does not matt er: they are here, and it looks as 
if they will remain here.

Eighty years on from their construction, tides and weather have 
been taking their toll, and the concrete is crumbling in places, but 
the barges have now found a re-use: the RSPB are now pleased to 
report that they have become an important habitat for rock pipits 
and other birds.

However, please do not be tempted to venture more closely to the 
barges than the riverside path on which you stand. There are several 
reasons for this, other than the perfectly reasonable aim of moving 
ahead with the Coal Tax Circuit.

For one thing, the mud is so soft that you may easily drown: there 
are notices all along the banks of the estuary here (on both sides) 
warning of just that eventuality. Also, as noted above, the barges 

have become an important bird habitat, 
and the pipits and others must not be 
disturbed.

Training our focus, though, on the barges 
themselves, two reasons for leaving them 
alone stand out. The fi rst of these reasons 
is simple health and safety. They are 
crumbling, jagged hulks which could lead 
to nasty consequences if there were to 
be an accident, and we are still learning 
of dangers from early uses of technology 
(think of asbestos).

But fi nally and most poignantly, although 
the barges may not be classifi ed as war 
graves per se, they remain a remembrance 
of war, and should be accorded similar 
respect to that given to other such 
structures. Perhaps rather fi tt ingly, I fi rst 
set these words down on the centenary, 
to the day (and almost to the minute), of 
the signing of the armistice in 1918 which 

Radar scanner adjacent to 
the riverside path near its 
descent to Ferry Lane
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concluded the Great War (only later, of course, to be known as the 
First World War). In respecting these hulks, we respect the sacrifi ces 
made on and from their counterparts which were deployed in 
Normandy on 6 June 1944.

Continuing along the riverside path, perhaps now in a more sombre 
cast of thought, you will follow the Coal Tax Circuit route (and, of 
course, the London Loop, for whose signposting much thanks) as 
they squeeze between the Tilda rice factory and the river, and a 
modern industrial estate is seen across Ferry Lane to the right.

This area was known as Rainham Ferry, and once boasted its own 
pub, the Three Crowns — though the Three Crows might be a more 
appropraite name if the re were to be another pub built on the site.

In inclement weather, you may use the escape path on the right at 
the edge of the Tilda property to reach Ferry Lane, and indeed, this 
road may be followed all the way to Rainham station in such an 
eventuality.

Ahead, the path passes a radar scanner, operated in management 
of Thames river traffi  c, and begins to drift away from the bank. It 
eventually descends off  the bank to reach Ferry Lane.

A litt le way upstream from here, the Beam River enters the River 
Thames: the river marks the boundary between two London 
boroughs. Two posts were erected at the confl uence, but they were 
cleared away when the Ford plant was constructed. The site of these 
posts is now inaccessible, so the Coal Tax Circuit route takes a more 

Birds fl y high above
the western end of
Rainham Marshes
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easterly and a more pleasant route to the site of the fi rst extant post 
in Rush Green.

Cross Ferry Lane, and take the footpath opposite, with 
modern industrial sheds close by on your right, and a 

four-storey brown brick building over to your left: this path leads 
directly to Coldharbour Lane.

Cross the road to pick up another path which enters the marshland 
and turns left to run parallel to Coldharbour Lane, bearing right 
where there is a roundabout off  to the left at street level. This path 
reaches the road by a short link path on the left close to the southern 
access roundabout for the A13 which thunders overhead.

Pass beneath the A13 (you are now back on the London 
Loop path, which would surely be bett er following our 

route than slogging up Ferry Lane), and continue on a marshland 
path to the right of the northern part of Ferry Lane.

This path eventually leads up onto a footbridge over Ferry Lane, 
connecting with the uppermost level of the bridge which crosses the 
high-speed railway tracks. On the north side of the line, descend to 
road level at Rainham station. Use this platform for London-bound 
trains, otherwise descend to the level crossing and reach the north 
side by crossing the tracks.

As well as the train connections with Fenchurch Street, Purfl eet, 
Grays and Southend-on-Sea, there are buses on the 103 route 
to Dagenham East station (District Line) and Romford station 
(Elizabeth Line), and on the 372 service to Elm Park station (District 
Line) or, in the other direction, to Lakeside, just in case you should 
be in urgent need of a sudden bout of mall-style shopping.

1.6

1.7
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CTC
2

Rainham station
to

Beam Valley Park

Start Rainham station — RM13  9JA

Finish Beam Valley Park — 1km ENE of RM10  8AA (Dagenham East station)

Distance 5.17km

Duration 1 hour 05 minutes

Ascent 30m

Access Train at start of section. Tube 1km distant from end of section.

Facilities Café, shops and pubs near start of section; shops on Mungo Park Road en route.

2.1 Rainham stn 0m

2.2 To end of Ferry Lane; L on Bridge Rd; cross A1306 on E side of major rbt. R on 
Rainham Rd past Albion pub to Ingrebourne Hill entrance.

1180m

2.3 Half-R on path to info board; L on main path; R at fork and follow main path 
beyond descent to path jct at Albyns Fm.

1030m

2.4 L past exit to R and bend L; R to houses; ahead on Gainsborough Rd; cross 
South End Rd, R on Elmer Gdns; path to Mungo Park Rd; L to Simpson Rd

1460m

2.5 L on Simpson Rd; R on Rainham Rd; L into and through Bretons, over river to 
Beam Valley Park; R to reach rly; L to fb .

1500m
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This section of the Coal Tax 
Circuit route begins at Rainham 

station, at the end of the station approach 
on the north side of the railway tracks.

As well as the train connections with 
Fenchurch Street, Purfl eet, Grays and 
Southend-on-Sea, there are buses on the 
103 route from Dagenham East station 
(on the District Line) and Romford station 
(Elizabeth Line), and on the 372 service 
from Elm Park station (District Line). 
Just in case you should be in urgent need 
of shopping before sett ing out on this 
section, you may note that the 372 service 
will also bring you to or from Rainham 
station from the mall at Lakeside.

This section follows the London Loop path (approximately) to a 
point in Ingrebourne Hill park where a suburban leap to Bretons 
gives access to the Coal Tax Circuit boundary in the valley of 
the Beam River. Should you be ever so keen to visit the location 
of two lost posts, be my guest to trek along the thundering (and 
thunderously dull) New Road to the Beam bridge (for that is where 
they were) and follow the valley path up to the end of this section.

Walk out along the last few metres of Ferry Lane to turn left onto 
Bridge Road. Pass Rainham Hall (National Trust) and Rainham 
church on your right.

Rainham Hall was built in 1729 for a sea-captain, one 
John Harle from South Shields, who married locally and 

dredged the mouth of the River Ingrebourne to allow Rainham to 
fl ourish as a port: for this, he is given much of the credit for the 
establishment of the village. The Hall, which is being considered 
for Grade I listing (it is currently listed at Grade II*), is maintained 
by the National Trust.

The parish church has a much 
longer history. Its construction was 
achieved between 1160 and 1170, and 
the church was under the patronage 
of an instigator of the assassination 
of Thomas à Becket. The church was 
restored in the late Victorian era, but 
many original features remain.

There are village shops (including 
a café) on Upminster Road South, 
opposite and beyond the church. In 
addition, just ahead there is a huge 
supermarket with all the facilities 
for refreshing and revictualling a 

2.1

2.2

Rainham Hall
(National Trust)
from the churchyard

Parish church of St Helen 
and St Giles, Rainham
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walker. Of the three pubs en route, only the New Angel appears to 
be functioning.

Keep to the right-hand pavement of Bridge Road (the London 
Loop, for some reason, plays hopscotch with the roads from here 
to Ingrebourne Hill, but just stay on the right). You will pass the 
entrance road to the supermarket, and then will reach the A1306, New 
Road, at a major roundabout. Bear right to use the light-controlled 
pedestrian crossing to the east of the roundabout. then return to the 
roundabout to take the fi rst exit along the right-hand pavement of 
Rainham Road.

Here, the Albion pub off ers food and drink during opening hours: 
it is probably the most convenient rendezvous point in the vicinity 
if you are being picked up by car (though it is probably easier to 
rely on public transport).

Pass the Albion on your right, and continue along Rainham Road, 
then pass a builders’ merchant on your left. Cross the vehicle entry 
to Ingrebourne Hill, but do not go as far as the bus stop.

Immediately (that is, before you reach the bus stop) take the path 
which leads diagonally across the grass to the north end of the 
car park, where the Forestry Commission has erected a major 
information board.

Do not go towards the lake, but bear left (a litt le east of 
north) on the main path, which trends close to the corner 

of the housing on the left. Bear right at the major junction (that is, 
avoiding running parallel to the backs of houses), and continue on 
the main path. pass a couple of junctions festooned with stumps 
and signs for a bicycle trail. You will eventually descend, with a 
red-roofed building visible ahead: this is Albyns farm.

Do not go as far as the farm, but turn left up a path which 
will begin to trend left after an exit to the right (which you 

should ignore). Take a short path out to the right to reach the end 
of Gainsborough Road. Cross over 
Avelon Road to follow Gainsborough 
Road, which eventually curves to 
the left and reached a crossroads. 
Turn right onto Grove Park Road, 
following its leftt -hand pavement 
out to reach South End Road. Cross 
by the pedestrian crossing 

Cross the road, and take the path 
towards the litt le row of shops. Pass 
to the left of the shops, and make 
your way along Elmer Gardens. 
After a slight bend to the right, where 
the road swings sharply to the left, 
continue ahead on a footpath which 
leads out onto Mungo Park Road.

2.3

Autumn tints on the path 
through Ingrebourne Hill

2.4
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Turn left along Mungo Park Road: it bends round to the right as you 
pass a primary school to reach the junction with Simpson Road.

There is a row of shops beyond Simpson Road on Mungo Park 
Road, the nearest of these being a small, but potenbtially welcome, 
supermarket.

Just before reaching the shops, turn left onto Simpson 
Road, crossing to the right-hand pavement at a suitable 

point, probably after having passed the shops’ service road on 
the right. At the end of Simpson Road, turn right onto Rainham 
Road (this is your second meeting with this road, having left it at 
Ingrebourne Hill), opposite Bretons Cott ages. Follow the right-hand 
pavement of Rainham Road to the pedestrian crossing, where cross 
to the left-hand pavement. A few metres ahead, there is the main 
entrance to Bretons Outdoor Recreation Centre.

Bretons is a large area of informal recreation and managed sports 
facilities; it boasts a varied landscape which surrounds Bretons 
Manor and runs down to the Beam River. It is an important habitat 
for water vole, meadow pipit, and many other species.

Walk down the entrance drive, carrying straight on ahead after 
reaching the car park entrances, until you reach Bretons Manor. 
Follow the path round to the right of the house, keeping a 
west-north-westerly direction, on a broad crushed-stone path. Pass 
sports pitches on each side of the path, then pass through a copse 
of trees.

The path begins to descend, and you will come to a path crossing, 
with a seat over to your right, with an apron of path in front of 
it. Continue straight across this junction, and follow the path to a 
footbridge across the Beam River.

You are now in the Beam Valley Country 
Park, which covers 74ha and is managed 
by the London Borough of Barking 
and Dagenham. The park has a mixed 
landscape, and is linked to Bretons in the 
east and Eastbrookend Country Park on 
the north by footbridges, the former over 
the river and the latt er over the railway.

In the rather short acquaintance made 
by the Coal Tax Circuit route with Beam 
Valley Park (though any completists who 
have sought out the former sites of posts 
on New Road will have enjoyed its full 
length), it passes a metal sculpture in 
honour of Equal Rights and Equal Pay.

Once over the bridge, rise gently and 
take the right fork up to a prominent tree 
beside the Equality sculpture, where turn 

2.5

The poth to the
Beam River
from Bretons Manor.
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The fork to the prominent 
tree in Beam Valley Park

right and follow the path to the railway. Turn left and, keeping the 
railway close on your right, follow the path to the railway footbridge. 
This marks the end of this section of the Coal Tax Circuit.

Should you need to break off  the route here, you may reach 
Dagenham East station (on the District Line) by following the path 
ahead, alongside the railway, past the lake, and out onto Rainham 
Road South, then turn right and climb to the station on the bridge.

Equality sculpture,
Beam Valley Park.
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CTC
3

Beam Valley Park
to

Chadwell Heath

Start Beam Valley Park — 1km ENE of RM10  8AA (Dagenham East station)

Finish Chadwell Heath, High Street at Whalebone Lane  — RM6  6QT

Distance 5.86km

Duration 1 hour 12 minutes

Ascent 24m

Access Tube 1km distant from start of section. Bus at end of section to connect with Tube 
and train.

Facilities Shops W of end of section. Shops at Rush Green en route.

3.1 Rly footbridge at N end of Beam Valley Park 0m

3.2 Over rly; ahead to lake; L; R with lake on R; ahead; pass to R of visitor centre; 
R; L between lakes; keep water on L to Dagenham Rd.

1420m

3.3 Cross rd; L pvt past college to Co-op at post 1. 900m

3.4 Ahead; L on Rush Green Rd; L pvt to Wisdons Close and post 2. 1240m

3.5 Cross rd; W on Wood Lane past golf centre; R on path (sports gd on L); L/L/R 
to Temple Ave; R; L at end (Stanley Ave); R (Laneside Ave); L Rosslyn Ave); 
R (Warley Ave) to Crow Lane.

1740m

3.6 L on Crow Lane; R on R pvt of Whalebone Lane S to jct with High Rd. 560m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit 
starts at the south side of the footbridge 

over the railway, at the northern edge of Beam 
Valley Park.

From Dagenham East station, the start of the 
section may be reached in 1km; cross the road by 
the light-controlled pedestrian crossing, turn right 
and descend, taking the fi rst entry on the left, and 
bearing left at the fork to pick up a path which 
parallels the railway past the lake and on to the 
footbridge.

Cross the footbridge, and walk away 
from the railway on an enclosed path. 

You are now in Eastbrookend Country Park. Carry 
on ahead as a crossing of paths, and continue until 
you come out onto a broad cross-track. There is a 
lake ahead.

Turn to the left, and pass a raised pimple-hillock 
on your right. Beyond this, bear half-right to reach 
the corner of the lakeside, then advance, keeping 
the edge of the lake close on your right. At the far 
end of the lake, at a crossing of paths, bear slightly 
left, the curl to the right, to continue the general 
northbound trajectory. Pass to the right of a visitor 
centre.

There are toilets at the far (west) end of the centre.

Follow the path out onto an access road for the park. You will see 
a lake ahead of you. Turn right along the road, then after no more 
than 30m, turn left to pick up a northerly direction again (whatever 
direction may be inferred from the bashed signpost), now walking 
between two lakes. The path will take a bend to the right, and then 
a turn to the left: the importance thing is to make sure that you keep 
water on your left-hand side. The path will fi nally open out onto a 
grassy space beside a road. Bear right to exit the park onto the road 
at a bend.

Use the refuge to cross the road (Dagenham Road), 
and turn right to take the bend to the left on the road’s 

left-hand pavement.

This part of the road has a cycle lane for southbound use, curiously 
situated on the side of the northbound pavement farthest from the 
roadway. Beware of cyclists on the footway with apparently no 
appreciation of the cycleway and its markings: this may be at the 
Dagenham end of the borough, but certain people’s behaviours 
could more accurately be described by borrowing the other half of 
the borough’s name.

On Dagenham Road, the 174 bus route gives connections with 

3.1

3.2

Path leading north from 
railway footbridge in 
Eastbrookend Country Park

3.3
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Romford, Dagenham East and Rainham stations.

Follow Dagenham Road on its left-hand pavement, passing 
Barking and Dagenham College on the left: eventually, 
you will come to a row of shops on the left. Outside the 
Co-operative shop, you will fi nd post 1 by the kerbside.

This, the fi rst post on your journey, happens to be what has 
been called a Type 2 post: this is the most populous type, 
and it is in averagely good shape. Like so many, it stands 
beside a roadway. To the south, there have been other posts 
beside the river, roads and railways, but none of these have 
survived. Road-widening and the building of the Ford 
factory claimed some of them, and railway work makes the 
obelisks vulnerable, but at least one of the missing posts may 
well have been tended by one of the local secondary-metals 
entrepreneurs at some point in the past century.

Advance from the post northwards to the major 
junction of Dagenham Road and Rush Green Road, 

and turn left (westwards) into Rush Green Road.

On Rush Green Road, the bus stops serve Romford, Rainham 
and Dagenham, and also Barking and Canning Town.

There is a cluster of shops at the junction. The Co-operative is 
one of a few small supermarkets and convenience stores, and 
there are several takeaway food shops. There is a pub beyond 
the petrol station in the direction of Romford.

Follow the left-hand pavement of Rush Green Road for 1.2km, 
passing a training facility for West Ham United FC on the right. At 
the borough boundary sign, look to your left, and you will see the 
rather squat post 2 on the left side of the pavement.

Just to the left of the post, you will see an ancient relic — the shield 
of the county of Essex, att ached to a railing. This point was, long 
ago, the boundary of that county, but the area to the east of this 
point has been part of London’s government for over fi fty years, 
and it is now only a part of Essex in the crazed fantasies of certain 
backward-looking residents.

Cross Rush Green Road 
and continue westwards 

on what is now Wood Lane. At the 
next bus stop, the Crowlands golf 
centre covers your right-hand side: 
beyond its entrance, you will see a 
red-brick electricity supply facility. 

Take the enclosed path to the right 
immediately beyond this, which 
passes a school on the left, and then 
borders the school playing fi elds. 
Part-way along, the path bifurcates, 

3.4

3.5

Post 1, on Dagenham Road, 
Rush Green

Post 2 on Rush Green Road, 
at the boundary of two 

London boroughs



3 – 4 Coal Tax Circuit © 2018-22 IG Liddell

with the right-hand option bending away 
to the north-east.

Carry on straight ahead, the playing 
fi elds still on your left. At the end of the 
playing fi elds, turn left — there are now 
allotments on your right. Take a left-right 
zigzag to get round some disused lock-up 
garages.

These constructions were so beloved of 
1950s town planning, and were generally 
abandoned by the end of the next decade, 
by which time people had decided that 
they preferred the convenience and 
security of being able to see their vehicles 
parked outside their own houses (and of 
course, in the 1960s, a car parked outside 

a house was an important social statement). Before and since such 
abandonment, many of the fl imsy garage doors were subjected to 
resculpturing by local thugs.

You will emerge onto Temple Avenue via the end of Fambridge 
Road, just as the footpath sign at the electricity shed predicted.

Turn right on Temple Avenue, and take it until it ends at a T-junction 
with Stanley Avenue, where turn left. Take the fi rst right (Laneside 
Avenue); at the end, turn left into Rosslyn Avenue. At its end, turn 
right to follow Warley Avenue to its conclusion at a traffi  c barrier. 
Go through the barrier onto Crow Lane.

The railway lies ahead, and roughly outside number 332, post 3 
was erected to identify the railside boundary. This post, 
though, is likely to be your fi rst disappointment (apart 
from the missing ones in the lower Beam valley).

Cross to the north side of Crow Lane and press your 
nose up against the fence just to the left of the gantry for 
the overhead lines. Look to your right, and beyond the 
next gantry, on the left-hand side of the railway, you 
may be able to make out the white obelisk of post 3. If 
it had been left in its original grey state, it would have 
been all but invisible. Such is the way with a goodly 
proportion of railway markers: they are either missing 
or inaccessible to the walker.

Turn left along Crow Lane and follow it to its 
end, where turn right onto Whalebone Lane 

South: its right-hand pavement leads you to its junction 
with High Road in Chadwell Heath, the end of this 
section.

It appears that, just to the east of this junction (roughly 
where the community centre is now), there was a 

Just a glimpse of post 3 
from Crow Lane, across the 
railway and over to the right

Modern fl ats west of the 
site of Whalebone House at 
Chadwell Heath High Road

3.6
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large house called Whalebone House (it was destroyed by aerial 
bombardment in 1941) which was approached through a whalebone 
arch, hence the name. This obvious feature transferred its name to 
the lane, which is an ancient route. Nowadays, it has been left to the 
bendy lamp-standards (see picture) around the junction to mimic 
the whalebones.

Here, buses connect with Chadwell Heath, Ilford and Romford 
stations. To walk to Chadwell Heath station (1.1km distant), turn 
left along High Road, and turn left into Station Road at the Eva Hart 
pub (though the most convenient transfer station is probably Seven 
Kings).

At the junction of Whalebone Lane and High Road, there is a 
convenience store and a pub — the Tollgate. Indeed, this was the 
very position of a tollgate on the old turnpike road which is now 
the High Road. There are shops and cafés on the route towards 
Chadwell Heath station.
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CTC
4

Chadwell Heath
to

Havering Park

Start Chadwell Heath, High Street at Whalebone Lane — RM6  6QT

Finish Havering Park, Lodge Lane at Cornell Way — RM5  2JD

Distance 6.00km

Duration 1 hour 15 minutes

Ascent 41m

Access Bus at start of section to connect with train and Tube. Bus at end of section and 
at Marks Gate en route.

Facilities Shops at start of section and at Collier Row en route. Pub at start of section and at 
Moby Dick jct (A12) en route. Fast-foot outlet at Marks Gate en route.

4.1 Jct of High Road and Whalebone Lane. 0m

4.2 E on High Rd to post 4. 420m

4.3 W; second R (Hainault Rd); L (Whalebone Grove); R (Whalebone Lane N). 1020m

4.4 Ahead; under A12 to Marks Gate. 1530m

4.5 Bear R at rbt to post 6 at care home. 750m

4.6 Ahead to jct; L on Hog Hill Rd to speed limit sign opp number 70. 710m

4.7 Return along Hog Hill Rd; L (Hamlet Rd); L (Walton Rd); R to Frinton Rd; R; 
L on Lodge Lane; ahead to end of Cornell Way.

1570m
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This section starts in the area known as Chadwell Heath, 
at the junction of High Road and the curiously-named 

Whalebone Lane.

It appears that, just to the east of this junction (roughly where the 
community centre is now), there was a large house called Whalebone 
House — it was destroyed by aerial bombardment in 1941 — which 
was approached through a whalebone arch, hence the name. This 
obvious feature transferred its name to the lane, which is an ancient 
route.

This section is entirely on street surfaces, so may be att empted in 
light trainers or similar footwear.

There are bus stops here, off ering connections with stations at 
Dagenham Heathway, Chadwell Heath and Romford; also to 
Becontree, Barking, Ilford and Stratford. Chadwell Heath station is 
1.1km away, west along High Road and south (at the Eva Hart pub) 
on Station Road.

Walk in an easterly direction on High Road, with the 
modern fl ats at the junction, and then the Chadwell 

Heath Community Centre, on your left hand. If necessary, cross 
to the right-hand pavement at the pedestrian crossing just before 
Hainault Road joins from the left, and continue eastwards (if you 
are alert, you will note the change of street-name from High Road 
to London Road on the way) to the point where the houses on the 
left end, just before Coombe Wood Drive. At the kerbside, outside 
number 403, is Post 4.

The boundary lines in this area are rather curious.

The current boundary separating the London Borough of Barking 
and Dagenham from that of Havering lies a few metres to the east 
(as declared by the modern boundary road signs). However, the 
post is placed at the point on the road where the boundary (of the 
modern boroughs and of the Metropolitan Police District which 
defi ned the Coal Tax boundary) leaves the north side of the road, 
farther in from the outermost point of the boundary on the road.

The street-names hold the clue to the 
puzzle, which may be confi rmed by earlier 
cartography. The 1921 map, for example, 
shows the borough boundary farther west, 
exactly where the name changes, then running 
east to the point where the post is, and turning 
north.

The antiquity of this boundary is underlined 
by a smaller stone on the north side of the 
road. This is the Havering Stone, and marks 
the boundary of the Forest of Waltham.

The Forest was established by the Normans in 
the thirteenth century on the dissolution of the 

4.1

4.2

Post 4 on London Road
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earlier Forest of Essex, which had been named 
by the Normans shortly after the Conquest.

A fi nal note on boundaries hereabouts. 
The modern-day Borough of Barking and 
Dagenham thrusts a wedge north of the 
railway to take Chadwell Heath into its 
territory: Redbridge is to the west, and 
Havering to the east. Perhaps, at the time of the 
1974 re-arrangement of municipal boundaries, 
Chadwell Heath could have become part of 
Redbridge: the railway and Whalebone Lane 
would make more geographical sense as 
boundaries.

Cross London Road to inspect the Havering Stone in 
its iron enclosure, then turn back westwards to reach 

Hainault Road, the second road on the right. Turn right here: do not 
go all the way to the end of the street, but turn left into Whalebone 
Grove. Walk its entire length to reach Whalebone Lane North, 
where turn right.

Pass the Warren schools on your right. At the far end of the school 
property, post 5 used to be situated. It has since been removed to 
Valence House museum nearby, as part of the local history collection 
of the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham.

Cross at the pedestrian crossing to continue up 
Whalebone Lane North, using the left-hand pavement. 

When you approach the Moby Dick junction, you will have the pub 
on your left: start to take the corner, and you will fi nd a path down 
to a subway. Turn right out of the other end of the tunnel, and rise 
to continue onto Whalebone Lane North. Pass a residential tower 
block on the left, then cross to the right-hand pavement at 
the traffi  c lights.

Continue uphill, with a cemetery over to your left. The top 
of the hill is the highest point in the borough of Barking and 
Dagenham: it is one of these summit points of least interest. 
Continue past a fast-food restaurant (built on the site of a 
windmill) to descend to the end of Billet Road, beyond which 
you are likely to see a waiting bus.

This is the terminus of the 62 bus route, which connects 
locally with Chadwell Heath station, and also with Becontree 
and Barking stations farther away.

Continue to the roundabout (with its resident 
whale), veering right to cross over the entrance to 

the City Pavilion (an “event location”), and continuing by 
way of the right-hand pavement down Collier Row Road.

Pass a community farm on the right (and be prepared to 
be forced off  the pavement by the dimwitt ed parking and 

4.3
The Havering Stone

The Abbey Care Home
now looks after post 6 
as well as its residents

4.4

4.5
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milling about of clueless families, their 
minds on the other animals inside the 
farm): you will then pass a builder’s 
merchant. At the point on the road 
marked by the bus stops, you will 
see Post 6, now in the car park of the 
yellow-brick Abbey Care Home on the 
right.

From the Abbey Care Home 
at Post 6, continue downhill 

to the junction, and turn left onto Hog 
Hill Road, crossing to the right-hand 
side of the road. Continue along the 
road to the far end of the houses: by 
a 40mph speed limit sign on the other 

(southern) side of the road, just before the Redbridge boundary 
sign, you will see post 7. 

Old maps show the house here on the boundary as “Bumper’s 
Barracks”. There is nothing to suggest the existence of a military 
installation: it may have been simple agricultural lodgings.

From post 7, retrace your steps along Hog Hill Road to 
the fi rst street on the left, Hamlet Road. Take this street, 

then the fi rst left (Walton Road). Opposite Browning Close, turn 
right to follow Walton Road with the houses close by on the right: 
a path leads you through to Frinton Road, where turn right. At 
the end of the street, turn left into Lodge Lane. On your left, you 
will pass The Lodge, a residential home, and then the Forest Row 
Centre, eventually reaching the end of Cornell Way, coming in from 
your right.

The 294 bus links this point with Romford Station (Elizabeth Line): 
600 metres to the east along Cornell Way, the 365 bus also links with 
Romford, serving Elm Park station on the District Line as well.

4.7

Post 7 on Hog Hill Road

4.6
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CTC
5

Havering Park
to

Lambourne End

Start Havering Park, Lodge Lane at Cornell Way — RM5  2JD

Finish Lambourne End, on Manor Road at Hoe Lane — ENE of RM4  1NH

Distance 4.30km

Duration 1 hour

Ascent 69.1m

Access Buses at start of section. Buses at Chigwell Row, 1.1km distant from post 8, to 
connect with Hainault station (Central Line, Hainault Loop).

Facilities Snackbar on golf course.

5.1 Havering Park, Lodge Lane at Cornell Way. 0m

5.2 N; ahead on track; beyond Lower Park Farm, L on fp (Loop); R to golf course. 1830m

5.3 Through trees to top; L to path junction; R; L; bear R; cross car park to post 8. 1690m

5.4 R on road to jct with Hoe Lane. 1790m
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This section starts in the 
middle of the post-war 

housing estate of Havering Park, at the 
junction of Lodge Lane and Cornell 
Way.

This section is almost all on footpaths 
and tracks which may be rather muddy 
at times, so lightweight waterproofed 
boots are to be recommended.

There is a bus stop here (route 294), 
connecting with Romford station; 600m 

to the east, the 365 bus connects with Romford station,and also with 
Elm Park station on the District Line.

Walk north from the Cornell Way junction to the end of 
Lodge Lane, then continue ahead on the muddy track. 

You will pass a National Grid facility on your left. After joining with 
the London Loop (running anti-clockwise) which comes in from the 
right, you will pass Lower Park Farm and stables: beyond the farm 
buildings, turn left through a stile-gate to follow the Loop along the 
right-hand side of a fi eld.

After 450m, turn right up the right-hand side of another fi eld. At the 
end of this fi eld, cut down through a hedge-gap to the right and go 
round the hedge-end to the left into another fi eld. In this fi eld, take 
the clear path which rises diagonally to a gap in the belt of trees at 
the top. Go through the gap onto Hainault Forest golf course.

Turn left and walk with the belt of trees on your left, then 
cross two fairways carefully, picking up the Loop signs 

to follow a path through woodland, with fairways to right and left.

Golfi ng etiquett e demands that you stand stock-still when a player 
is addressing the ball or playing a stroke.

There is a golfers’ snackbar over to your left, half-way up the hill: 
the sign makes it clear that walkers are welcome.

When you reach the top of the hill, exit the woodland to the left, 
and go round the top edge of the course to a short path which leads 
to a bench.

Beyond the bench is a complex junction 
of paths. This is Cabin Hill, the highest 
point in the London Borough of 
Redbridge. Beyond the bench on the 
left, you will see a signboard between 
two paths.

You should, however, turn right: with 
your back to the signboard, you will 
enter a Woodland Trust area, as noted 
by its signboard — 50m ahead, there is 
another path junction.

5.1

5.2
Hainault Forest golf 
course, with the backdrop 
of the Wellingtonia trees in 
Havering Park

Woodland Trust signboard 
on the north side of Cabin 
Hill in Hainault Forest

5.3
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Turn left here, then bear right on a path 
towards “Common Car Park”: after 
about 400m, you will reach the tiny car 
park. Bear left here, with the car park 
to your right, and pass through a gate. 
About 100m ahead, the path opens 
out onto the edge of Chigwell Row 
Common: bear right, and you will see 
Post 8 on the far side of Manor Road. 
This is one of the relatively few squat 
posts of type 2.

By continuing left for 1km, you will 
reach the end of Romford Road in 
Chigwell Row; there are bus stops 100m down Romford Road on 
the 150 route, which gives a connection with Hainault station.

Turn right and follow the road for 800m to its junction 
with Hoe Lane.

Post 8, on Manor Road
in Chigwell Rowt

5.4
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CTC
6

Lambourne End
to

Theydon Bois

Start Lambourne End, on Manor Road at Hoe Lane — RM4  1NH

Finish Theydon Bois, Bull Inn — CM16  7HR

Distance 9.48km

Duration 2 hours 04 minutes

Ascent 109m

Access Bus 1.9km distant from start of section. Tube near end of section. Occasional bus 
at Abridge en route.

Facilities All facilities in Theydon Bois. Shop, café and pub in Abridge en route.

6.1 Manor Road at Hoe Lane, Lambourne End 0m

6.2 Along Hoe Lane; after 800m, L through hedge; footpath across fi elds; ; 1870m

6.3 R before stream; over fb ; R up mini-paddocks; L up; descend to stream; R 
over br; after 70m, L over br; up fi eld and round to R of bldgs; cross stile.

1400m

6.4 Descend R of park homes to rd; L for 700m to Post 9. 1300m

6.5 Return E on rd to Abridge; L at Maltsters Arms, past Blue Boar; bend R. 940m

6.6 L on B172; 300m after br, L down side of farm to and over M11. 1400m

6.7 Initially beside M11; dogleg; R, L (hedge on L) for 150m; L across fb ; R to br. 1980m

6.8 Over rly; R on Green Glade; R on Poplar Row past pond to Bull Inn. 590m
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This section starts in 
Lambourne End, at the 

junction of Manor Road and Hoe Lane.

This section has a mix of hard 
surfaces and fi elds: some of the latt er 
may be muddy or wet. Lightweight 
waterproofed boots are therefore 
recommended in all but the driest of 
conditions.

The 150 bus terminus, which connects 
with Hainault station, is on Romford 
Road, just S of its junction with 
Lambourne Road. The junction is 1km 
distant from the start of the section.

From post 8, walk in a north-easterly direction (that is, 
away from Chigwell Row, following the pavement on the 

left-hand side of the road. Just past the pub at Lambourne End, turn 
left down Hoe Lane (there is no footpath, so walk carefully on the 
right-hand side of the road).

Drop down to the bott om of the hill, and pull up the other side. You 
will pass a concrete sign for a public footpath going off  to the right; 
beyond a driveway on the right, after the next left and right uphill 
bend, there is another driveway on the right. About 70m on from 
this, look out for a tiny gap in the hedge on the left, by a chestnut 
tree: there may be a red cardboard No horse-riding sign in the gap: if 
so, this will help you to detect the path.

If you come to an entry on the right, with a fence and gate, you have 
overshot, and must go back about 30m to locate the gap, which is 
very diffi  cult to spot if you are coming from the south.

Once through the hedge, you will see a clear path (responsibly 
maintained) across three fi elds, and a less clear path descending a 
fourth.

At the bott om of this fi eld, do note go ahead towards the 
road, but turn right to follow the lower edge of the fi eld, 

soon following a stream on your left.

Opposite a modern house (with well-manicured lawns) on the far 
side of the stream, the path crosses a footbridge. Another bridge on 
the left (over the main stream) is not taken: instead, the path goes 
forward and immediately turns right, climbing with a hedge on the 
right, over a multitude of stiles, with miniature paddocks on your 
left. Turn left at the top of the fi eld, and continue to the summit at 
a stile.

Cross the stile, and descend the right-hand edge of the next fi eld, 
and turn right to cross a footbridge. About 70 metres along the 
next fi eld, turn left through the hedge over another footbridge. Go 
half-right to a fi eld corner and continue to the right of farm buildings 

6.1

6.2The route of the fi eld path 
west of Hoe Lane is made 
clear by burn-out

6.3
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(Great Downs Farm), trying to avoid looking at the monstrosity of a 
new house. Negotiate a diffi  cult stile (which some would consider 
typical of the immediate locality in “deterrence by encouraged 
neglect”), then bear left.

Go through a stile ahead, and bear slightly right (just 
east of north) to descend the fi eld, keeping the cluster 

of prefab “park houses” well to your left. Drop down from the 
north-east corner of the fi eld to reach London Road.

Turn left along London Road for 700m. After passing Chase Meadow 
(fortifi ed with ugliness) on your right, continue to the solid gate to 
The Chase, where post 9 may be seen across the road.

You must now retrace your steps all the way along 
London Road, past the point where you joined it. Just 

beyond that point, on the right, you will see the Log Cabin Café. 
Continue along London Road, and bear left at the Maltsters Arms. 
Cross the frontage of the Blue Boar Inn.

Abridge contains the only facilities in the course of this section. 
The Blue Boar Inn now considers itself to have risen to the level 
of a “gastro hotel”, and its employees may look askance at muddy 
walkers who might consider themselves to be potential customers.

There is a two-hourly (non-TfL) bus service which links Abridge 
with Theydon Bois and Debden stations: fortunately, the buses 
in each direction do not depart at the same point of the two-hour 
cycle. The stop for Debden is near the Log Cabin Café; for Theydon 
Bois, wait outside the Blue Boar. Walking to Debden cannot be 
recommended.

Do not continue down Silver Street, but bear round to the right with 
the main road to the junction with the B172.

Turn left, and cross the bridge, using the footway on the 
right. The pavement continues as far as Piggott s Farm, 

where cross over and pass through the gates (or over the stile to 
their left) to walk down the farm track. Continue straight ahead 

Post 9, on London Road, 
west of Abridge

6.4

6.5

6.6
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across the fl at land: the noise of the 
M11 leaves you in no doubt what is up 
ahead. Rise to take the bridge over the 
motorway, and descend.

Walk parallel to the noise for 
300m. Over to the left, at the 

side of the railway, is the site of Post 10, 
but there is no public access. Go straight 
ahead through a kissing gate: the path 

now goes to the left of a band of trees, before returning to the foot 
of the motorway embankment. It turns to the left, then immediately 
to the right, then bends left again. It then turns right, almost at a 
right angle. After this right turn, you should turn immediately left 
(i.e., aiming to the north-west): a hedge will be on your left. After 
climbing a long fi eld, turn left to cross a footbridge through the 
hedge, then turn right, and climb to reach a bridge over the Central 
Line.

Cross the bridge to emerge at a street corner. Turn right 
and follow the right-hand pavement of Green Glade as it 

bends left to come out onto Poplar Row at a play area. Turn right 
here, and pass the duckpond over on your left. Continue ahead 
until you reach the main road in Theydon Bois.

The Bull Inn is on across the main road on your right, on Station 
Approach. Given the street name, it is no surprise that, by carrying 
on past the pub, you will reach the station within 200m.

This manufacturer’s plate 
adorns the footbridge
across the tracks at
Theydon Bois station

6.7

6.8
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CTC
7

Theydon Bois
to

Warren Lodge

Start Theydon Bois, Bull Inn — CM16  7HR

Finish Ambresbury Banks at Warren Lodge  — CM16  5HN

Distance 5.53km

Duration 1 hour 17 minutes

Ascent 105m

Access Tube near start of section. Occasional bus (not TfL) at end of section.

Facilities All facilities at start of section.

7.1 Bull Inn, Theydon Bois 0m

7.2 W on Coppice Row; bear L across green; SW on Loughton Lane to post 11. 1150m

7.3 Ahead on Loughton Lane; before red-roofed house on R, take broad ride R. 700m

7.4 L at path split; alongside golf course, half-L (W) away from course; R on 
Ditches Ride to car park.

1910m

7.5 L on rd for 650m to post 12. 380m

7.6 Return on rd to car park; L on Green Ride for 500m; L to Ambresbury Banks; 
round outside of fort clockwise to reach road at post 13.

1380m

7.7 Cross road to entry for Warren Lodge. 10m
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This section starts at the 
junction of Poplar Row and 

Coppice Row, at the eastern edge of 
Theydon Green, by the Bull Inn.

If you are arriving at Theydon Bois via 
the Central Line, turn left out of the 
station, then follow Station Approach 
to the right. Pass the Bull Inn, and 
cross Coppice Row at the pedestrian 
crossing.

Note that the next regular public 
transport is over 20km away at 
Wormley: bear this, and the rural 
timetables, in mind when planning to 
walk this and succeeding sections.

This section crosses Epping Forest, and is likely to be wet and 
muddy. Lightweight waterproofed boots are therefore to be 
recommended. A compass will prove very helpful in maintaining 
the correct direction, especially in the forest, where time and space 
seem eternally malleable.

Walk along the left-hand footpath of Coppice Row, 
across the road from the shops and adjacent to Theydon 

Green. After about 80m, take the pavement on the left which runs 
between the established avenue of trees fl anking Loughton Lane, 
and a junior avenue.

Take this path to the end of the green, then continue on Loughton 
Lane, which eases left ahead. A pillar box on the left, next to a senior 
living facility, will bring confi rmation.

Take Loughton Lane right to the last house on the left, then carry 
on for 160m to the boundary: post 11 is across the road, next to the 
village sign.

Continue on Loughton Lane, passing the Davenant 
school on your left. Descend through bends beyond the 

school into the hamlet of Debden Green.

Just before you reach (on 
the right) a house with a 

red roof, cross the road (taking great 
care — this is not the most welcoming 
of crossing-places), and walk up 
onto a rising ride, past a signboard 
announcing the numerous by-laws of 
Epping Forest.

Ascend the ride to the point where a 
footpath plunges ahead into the forest: 
here, take the bridleway which goes 
off  to the left, with a golf course visible 

7.1

7.2

Post 11 basks in winter 
morning sunshine

Avenues of trees across 
Theydon Green

7.4
7.3
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ahead on your left. Stay close to the edge of the course all the way 
to its top, crossing a simple bridge on the way, and ignoring paths 
which lead off  off  to the right.

At the top of the golf course, bear left with its fence. Do not hold 
close to the fence, but pick up a path (which may well be considered 
imaginary) through the trees. Continue due west, coming eventually 
to a clear track running from north to south: this is the Ditches Ride.

Turn right onto the track, climbing to the summit of Copley Plain 
and continuing to a car park at the side of the busy B172, which is 
the continuation of Coppice Row.

At this point, you must simply grit your teeth and turn 
left along the busy road, which has no footway on either 

side. Keep to the white line on the right edge of the road, and hold 
something bright in your left hand to give oncoming drivers a bett er 
chance of seeing you. After 650m, including a drop and rise onto 
Jack’s Hill, you will reach post 12, on the other side of the road.

The routes through Epping Forest are few and old: the modern 
motor roads have commandeered the old tracks, so the Coal Tax 
posts are now beside these busy roads.

You must now retrace your steps all the way back along 
the B172 (walking the other edge-line) to the car park at 

the end of the Ditches Ride.

When you reach the car park, cross the road (it may take some 
time to fi nd a suitable gap in the traffi  c: there really ought to be a 
light-controlled pedestrian crossing here) to a car park on the other 
side, and pick up another broad ride which continues northwards. 
This is the Green Ride, and it forms part of the Epping Forest 

Low winter sunshine helps 
accentuate the folds of 

Ambresbury Banks

7.5

7.6



7 – 4 Coal Tax Circuit © 2018-22 IG Liddell

Centenary Walk, a 24km walking route between Epping station and 
Wanstead Flats (best done in that direction — downhill). Follow 
the Green Ride for about 500m to a point where it veers defi nitively 
to the east-north-east, pick up a small path left, which leads to the 
earthworks of Ambresbury Banks.

Ambresbury Banks is a hill-fort set on one of the highest points 
of Epping Forest: the original earthwork would have been about 3 
metres high, with a corresponding ditch of the same depth. The fort 
covers an area of about 4.5ha in extent.

It was originally constructed around 500 BC, and was re-occupied 
around the time of the Iceni’s revolts against the Romans: this has 
give rise to a suggestion that the site was that of Boudicca’s Last 
Stand in 61 AD (but there again, so many other places claim that 
refl ected celebrity).

Much more likely is the theory that it formed one of the boundary 
forts between the endlessly warring tribes of the Trinobantes (whose 
headquarters were at Colchester) and the Catuvellauni (who were 
in a wide area based around St Albans). In other words, this place 
has been a boundary for well over two millennia.

There is a public transport option here, but it is really only for 
emergency use (or for fashioning a walk between two Tube stations. 
By continuing on the main track here, and passing Bell Common 
(pub), you will reach Epping station in 3.5km.

The route is described as part of the author’s radial route from 
Trafalgar Square to Epping: route directions are on the https://lwalks.
london website (follow London from the main drop-down menu, 
then, in turn, in-page links to Personal routes, Get out of London!, 
North-east and stage 5; the route map is at https://explore.osmaps.com/
route/1837907/ (just ignore the section south of Ambresbury Banks).

Post 13 by the roadside at 
Ambresbury Banks
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To continue on the Coal Tax Circuit route, do not enter the hill-fort, 
but make your way clockwise (to the left) round the outside, as 
best you can. You will soon spot (or at least hear) a road junction 
through the trees: keep going round to the right. Soon, you will see 
post 13 at the side of the road.

Clamber up to the post, and cross the road to the pavement 
on the other side.

Here, at the entrance to the Warren Plantation, is the end of the 
section.

7.7
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CTC
8

Warren Lodge
to

Bumble’s Green

Start Ambresbury Banks at Warren Lodge  — CM16  5HN

Finish Bumble’s Green, near the telephone exchange  — EN9  2LP

Distance 8.83km

Duration 1 hour 56 minutes

Ascent 104m

Access Occasional buses (not TfL) at start and end of section.

Facilities None.

8.1 Warren Lodge 0m

8.2 Access rd to Warren Plantation, opposite post 13; beyond cott age on L, L (W) 
on track; R at lodges; cross M25 to Copped Hall.

1670m

8.3 R to Home Farm; L/L on path; ahead on lane to rd at Copped Hall Green. 1580m

8.4 R (N) on rd; L on footpath before Nicholls Farm; R on rd past Obelisk Farm. 960m

8.5 L after R bend into fi eld; WNW on RH of two paths; cross lane; ahead; ahead 
into next fi eld; R after 40m through hedge; half-L to enter wood; through 
wood; keep N to Scatt erbushes Wood.

1720m

8.6 Ahead to lane at Claverhambury; L to jct beyond Manor Farm. 1080m

8.7 R 250m; bear R into fi eld; N to kink in hedge ahead, R through stile; ascend 
middle of next fi eld; L through stile; cross belt NW; R on bridleway along L 
edge of belt to post 14 at summit.

1240m

8.8 Downhill on broad track, past housing on L, to rbt. 580m
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This section starts at the 
entrance to the Warren 

Plantation on the High Road, opposite 
post 13 at Ambresbury Banks and just 
north of the junction with Crown Hill.

Occasional buses (not TfL) link this 
point with Epping. This area is poorly 
served by public transport, the nearest 
regular services on the Coal Tax Circuit 
route being at Theydon Bois and 
Wormley.

This section crosses farmland and woodland, and is likely to be 
wet and muddy. Lightweight waterproofed boots are therefore 
recommended. A compass will prove very helpful, especially in the 
forested areas, where time and space seem eternally malleable.

Take the entrance lane into Warren Plantation, passing 
between two cott ages. Just beyond the left-hand cott age, 

you will come to a cross-track: turn left and follow the track 
westwards. After 550m, a lane crosses the track: turn right on this 
lane (that is, away from the lodges and gates), as indicated by the 
wooden signpost “to Copped Hall”.

The lane leads northwards through the plantation, and descends 
to cross the M25 by a bridge. Suddenly, beyond the bridge, the 
landscape opens up ahead. Follow the lane up to Copped Hall.

The building which we see today is a shell, following a fi re in 1917, 
of a mansion which was completed in 1758, replacing an Elizabethan 
house (another in a succession of buildings going back to the twelfth 
century) on the property. The gardens of the Elizabethan house were 
incorporated into the Georgian design, and a new walled garden of 
almost 2ha was built. In the last years of the nineteenth century, the 
house and gardens were redeveloped into a much grander state, 
the then owner having two railway fortunes to burn.

Following the 1917 fi re, the house was not rebuilt. The estate was 
sold in 1952 on the death of the owner, and much of interest was 
removed. In 1992, it was purchased by the Corporation of the City 

of London as part of their buff er lands 
for the conservation of Epping Forest; 
the house was handed over to a trust 
in 1995. Restoration work continues 
slowly.

Pass across the frontage 
of Copped Hall, and bear 

slightly right to reach an access road. 
Turn right along this road, passing a 
duckpond on your right, and then an 
entrance into the Home Farm of the 
estate. Turn left into a lane in front of 

8.1

8.2

Logging is still practised
to manage the woodland

Copped Hall

8.3
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a building on the left (which is called White House), and 
then turn immediately to your left to cross a stile into a 
fi eld.

Take the clear path across the fi eld, aiming for the right-hand 
end of the fence ahead. When you reach this point, cross a 
footbridge and bear left along the edge of the next fi eld. At 
the top, the path joins a lane which goes over a rise ahead 
to descend on the far side.

Halfway down the lane, you will see the Victorian buildings 
associated with the new garden projects undertaken by the 
owner of Copped Hall at the time. Beyond these buildings, 
you will reach a cluster of buildings at Lodge Farm, where 
the road crosses Cobbin’s Brook.

Once you have pulled out of the valley, it is almost a straight 
line along the lane to reach a minor road at Copped Hall 
Green.

If you go left at this point, then left again, in 500 metres 
you will come to Crown Hill, with the same occasional bus 
service as exists at Ambresbury Banks: the stop is to the left 
(east), with a restaurant a litt le farther ahead.

Turn sharp right onto the road, and follow it almost to 
the gates of Nicholls Farm. Just before the farm, though, 

you should turn left onto a footpath which makes its way through 
the woodland.

There are many deer in the landscape hereabouts, and you should 
not be surprised to see one of these shy creatures, or a family group, 
or even a full-blown herd, probably showing their tails as they 
bound away from you.

As the path begins to descend, it becomes very muddy, and you 
may prefer a narrower version of the route which runs to the left of 
the main channel. However, before you do so, you should not miss 
the sight of a large white obelisk over to the right, in the middle of 
a fi eld.

A quick online check confi rmed that it has nothing to do with the 
Coal Tax. Rather, it claims to hark back almost two millennia with 
a claim that this is the site of Boudicca’s Last Stand in AD 61. It has 
no more claim to authenticity for the 
batt le-site than Ambresbury Banks, or 
of any other supposed location, lots of 
which stretch all the way to Mancett er, 
on the A5 near Atherstone in north 
Warwickshire.

The path reaches a road: turn right onto 
it and face Obelisk Farm.

Make your way to left then 
right with the road, the turn 

Boudicca’s obelisk

An icy, slippery footbridge 
just north of Copped Hall8.4

8.5
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left into a fi eld. Ignore the path closer to the fence 
on the left, taking instead the path leading across 
the middle of the fi eld (roughly west-north-west) 
to a gate in the hedge ahead. Go through the gate 
into a lane, then through its twin into the next 
fi eld. Continue in the same direction, passing to 
the left of a clump of osiers, and on to the point 
where another path converges from the left, at the 
corner of the hedge which comes in from the right.

At this point, you may fi nd yourself showered in 
public footpath signs. Carry straight ahead to cross 
into the next fi eld: the path which you have been 
following will continue arrow-straight ahead, but 
you should aim right to fi nd a gate in the hedge 
about 40m ahead.

Go through the gate, and bear half-left (or round 
the corner of the fi eld) to reach the entrance 

to Brookmeadow Wood, just beyond a skeleton tree straight out 
of cartoon horror central casting: is this the inspiration for the 
stag’s-head costumes for village horn dances?

There really is only one path through the wood: it is not straight, 
and it is muddy. The route drops to cross a small stream, and rises 
on the other side. There is a left-and-right zigzag, and the path then 
swings right to meet a fence. Turn to the left, keeping the fence on 
your right, to the edge of the woodland.

When you exit the wood, you will see a caravan park over to your 
left: at this point, keep resolutely to the right as you go ahead, 
squeezing between a hedge on the right and a string fence on your 
left, descending to the sad remains of a footbridge. Sad remains 
they may be, but the bridge still has to be crossed … with great 
care by all, and no doubt in fear and trembling by less sure-footed 
walkers. This wet area is known on the map as Maple Springs, a 
name much bett er suited to upstate New York.

Climb to the corner of Scatt erbushes Wood, and 
maintain a generally northbound line out to a lane at 

Claverhambury. Here, the air bristles with surveillance and oozes 
with distrust bearing on contempt. Turn left along the lane, climbing 
past a house on the right to reach a junction beside a farmhouse 
with more than suffi  cient egotistical pretension. This is the hamlet 
of Galley Hill.

Turn right up the lane, and prepare to be deafened by, it 
seems, half the dogs in the solar system. Near the top, by 

a litt le vehicle turning circle on the right, go over a stile into a fi eld. 
Drift slightly away from the left-hand fence, making for a kink in 
the hedge ahead.

When you reach the hedge, go round to the left of the kink, and 
you will fi nd a stile on your right. Cross the stile, then bear half-left 

Southern entrance to 
Brookmeadow Wood

8.6
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down the fi eld. Cross the streamlet at 
the bott om, and continue in the same 
direction up to opposing slope. Once 
you reach the brow, go right into the 
gore ahead to go through a stile in the 
corner.

Do not follow the footpath sign to the 
right (north-east), but make your way 
across the other side of the narrow band 
of trees (Galleyhill Green) to reach a 
bridleway running parallel to the edge of the tree-belt.

Turn right, and follow the bridleway in a north-easterly direction. 
The path bends slightly right, and there are other options going off  
to the right. Ahead at the top, on the left side of the path, is post 14.

The name Galleyhill suggests strongly that there was a gibbet on 
top of the hill here. It is a classic location to hang a highwayman 
pour encourager les autres, on a high point of an important carrier 
route, in this instance between Cambridge and London by way of 
Bishop’s Stortford and Waltham Abbey. The carriers would have 
preferred the higher ground to the wett er valleys, giving bett er 
progress. It seems that it was still considered to be an important 
route into London when the Coal Tax posts came to be erected.

Since those days, of course, the valley routes have become more 
reliable, as the canal, then the railway, and fi nally the internal 
combustion engine has taken over the leadership of carriage.

Ahead lies the parish of Nazeing, beyond the bounds of the Coal 
Tax: behind us, the parish of Waltham Holy Cross, within the 
taxable bounds.

The path takes a slight bend to the left, where it opens out 
into a broad track, showing the former importance of this 

ancient route.

The descent is easy (give or take the possibility of breaking an 
ankle in the tractor-ruts) and obvious. Once again, you will notice 
the signboard which gives all the by-laws for the conservation of 
Epping Forest.

In time, the grass underfoot gives way to tarmac — with the name 
of Bumble’s Green Lane — as a small estate of houses takes over 
the left-hand side of the road. Continue down to the roundabout, 
which marks the end of this section of the Coal Tax Circuit route.

About 400m to the east, in the direction of Nazeing, there is a small 
pub. There are bus stops outside: on the same side as the pub for 
Harlow, and across the road for Waltham Cross. These are not TfL 
buses, so Oyster will not work. Given the occasional nature of the 
bus services, the pub might come in handy if you need to abandon 
the walk at Bumble’s Green.

The old route descends 
from post 14 to

Bumble’s Green

8.8
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CTC
9

Bumble’s Green
to

Wormley

Start Bumble’s Green, near the telephone exchange  — EN9  2LP

Finish Wormley  — EN10  7QE

Distance 6.28km

Duration 1 hour 22 minutes

Ascent 71.6m

Access Occasional buses (not TfL) at start of section. Buses (not TfL) at end of section.

Facilities Shops and pubs in Wormley at end of section.

9.1 Bumble’s Green 0m

9.2 SW on R pvt of Long Green, then on roadside, to boundary sign, and post 15. 290m

9.3 Continue past Denver Lodge to jct with St Leonard’s Rd, and post 16. 1570m

9.4 N (B194) to Coleman’s Lane (site of post 17). 390m

9.5 L up lane to post 18 opp cott age. 290m

9.6 Continue on lane to post 19 on descent. 150m

9.7 Descend to access track; ahead (W); L into next fi eld; R;  cross channel between 
lakes; W through scrub, onto broad track to gateway on R; L through scrub 
to waterside path.

1680m

9.8 Over bridge; ahead on path; over King’s Weir; L on towpath; cross at br; drop 
L beneath towpath to post 20.

570m

9.9 R onto Slipe Lane; ahead to rly and post 21. 430m

9.10 Cross rly; ahead to main rd, where R to post 22 at number 137. 430m

9.11 Cross to lane opp; cross New River; R on towpath to Church Lane; L onto rd. 520m
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This section starts at the roundabout in 
Bumble’s Green, just south of the Nazeing 

telephone exchange building.

Occasional buses (not TfL) link this point with Waltham 
Cross and Harlow. This area is poorly served by public 
transport, the nearest regular services on the Coal Tax 
Circuit route being at Theydon Bois and Wormley.

A short way to the east of the roundabout, there is a 
pub. This may be of assistance if you arrive within 
serving hours.

This section crosses farmland and scrub, and is likely to 
be wet and muddy in places. Lightweight waterproofed 
boots are therefore recommended. A compass will prove 
very helpful, especially in the area of path changes: 
these have not, at the time of writing, been updated 

on the OS maps website (let alone on printed versions). Take extra 
care, allow extra time, and keep a close eye on children and the less 
sure-footed.

From the roundabout, go west on Long Green: the 
pavement ends after less than 200m and for the next 2km, 

you are consigned to roadside walking on a busy road.

If you are walking in a group, try to space yourselves out to give 
plenty room for oncoming cars to pass you, one person at a time, 
since there may not be road-width for cars to pass while you are 
being passed. Be sure to be seen, and keep something bright in your 
left hand to help oncoming drivers spot your presence.

About 100m after the pavement dies, you will reach post 15, across 
the road, next to the boundary sign.

The old cart route through Galleyhill Green was still important 
enough to merit a post, but down at valley level, the Corporation 
was not about to let Waltham Road away without its share of posts 
at either end of the parish boundary stretch.

Continue along Waltham Road, facing the traffi  c. Cross 
Laundry Lane, and descend past Denver Lodge to the 

junction with the B194.

There is really nothing of interest on 
this roadside stretch. Faced with such 
lack of stimulation on his cross-Europe 
trek, Patrick Leigh Fermor would break 
the monotony by declaiming poetry in 
any of fi ve languages, learned by rote 
during his unhappy schooldays.

This is one instance when such 
distraction cannot be recommended: 
your brain must be consumed by 
simple survival instinct as the traffi  c 

9.1

9.2

Post 15, at the boundary of 
Bumble’s Green

9.3Post 15 on Waltham Road



© 2018-22 IG Liddell Coal Tax Circuit 9 – 3

bears down on you at 50mph (offi  cially, at least). One might wonder 
(though it is probably bett er to do so in retrospect) who came here 
from Antwerp, to bequeath the word Denver (from d’Anvers) to the 
farm across the road.

On the far side of the junction, on the right, post 16 leans a litt le (as 
so many of them do) in the verge.

Turn north onto St Leonard’s Road (B194), keeping the 
building which in former days was the Coach and Horses 

Inn (as shown on old maps) — now simply the Coach House — on 
your right, and ascend the road.

Alas! Refreshment would be more than welcome today.

About 300m up the road, you will notice some bollards on the left: 
cross, and use the service track between them and the woodland, to 
reach the junction with Coleman’s Lane.

This is stated to be the site of post 17, of which there seems to be no 
sign. Was it spirited away by angels (a bit heavy for their wing-power, 
surely?), or did it involve lifting gear as a means of cashing it in for 
its scrap value? There seems no mention of its having been moved 
to a place of greater safety, such as a local museum or country park.

Turn left up Coleman’s Lane: 200m ahead, you will see a 
footpath sign going off  to the right. Bear this in mind: it 

may come in handy (see below). A further 200m ahead, post 18 will 
be found on the left, opposite The Cott age.

The lane continues past houses on the right, then takes on 
a more rustic aspect as it begins to descend towards the 

Lee Valley. 150m ahead, post 19 is found on the left, just as well-kept 
as 18 up the hill.

This is a point of decision. What is the weather like? Are you utt erly 
convinced that everyone in your party is sure-footed? Are your life 
assurance policies up to scratch?

There has been some serious change to the path layouts recently, 
and the route ahead clambers in and out of ditches and passes very 
close to very deep and very cold water. If discretion is the bett er 
part of valour, then this is the point to retrace your steps to the 

New building
in the Lee valley

9.4

9.5

9.6
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footpath (now on your left) beyond post 18. The less 
hairy alternative route to the fl ood control station on 
the canalised River Lee, starting off  from this retracing, 
is given at the end of this section.

From post 19, descend the lane: eventually, 
you will come out into a grove of recent 

planting, the plastic sheaths still in place. Ahead, over 
to the right, there is a huge new construction (it is 
a square of side 300 metres), built right on top of the 
footpath route: part of it covers the site of a former 
reservoir. Swing left below the new grove to keep the 
small square reservoir on your right, then look for a gap 

in the hedge on your left.

Go through the gap, and turn right to continue in the same direction, 
just north of west. A huge artifi cial lake is ahead. Do not take the 
path which goes to the left (that is, with the lake on the right), 
but plough on into scrub, following a tiny path which is forever 
threatening to disappear.

This is the point of severe caution which made necessary the 
warning above. It is not too late to turn back now (though you will 
need to climb back up Coleman’s Lane — there is no valley-level 
alternative).

The path clambers into and out of ditches: just be sure to keep the 
huge lake on your left. At one point, you even have to cross the 
(unbridged) leat from the higher reservoir on your right into the 
huge lake on your left.

Persevere, and you will reach a track, still with the lake close by 
on the left. This track veers right until it is running northwards: 
you should then look out for a set of gates, looking incongruous 
in the fl at landscape. There are the usual hectoring words about 
surveillance, so common in this part of the country, on the notices 
which detract even from the minimal aesthetic of the gates.

Fortunately, the Coal Tax Circuit route does the best thing possible 
under the circumstances — it turns its back on the gates. The 
forward view may not be much bett er, but stride into the scrub, 
aiming just left of the pylon.

You soon return to the lakeside, with an iron railing 
separating the path from the churning water beneath 
the barrier. Keeping on the land side of the barrier 
(obviously!), cross the outfl ow on a footbridge, and 
walk out to a broad track coming in from the right.

Here, the alternative route via Lower Nazeing joins up 
again.

Bear left, and follow the track under the 
electricity lines, and on to reach King’s Weir. 

Cross the weir, then bear left to a wharf beside the River 

Path leading to fl ood control 
barrier, with sighting pylon

9.7

Post 20, beside and below
the River Lee Navigation

9.8
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Lee Navigation. Cross the Navigation by the bridge. Do not join 
the towpath, but continue ahead and down to the left to reach 
post 20, on the left, between the towpath and the lane.

This obelisk. much simpler than the usual cast-iron posts, is 
a “type 1” post: these are usually found by canals and rivers, 
where the smaller “type 2” posts would more easily become 
lost in the vegetation.

Turn right to walk directly away from the Lee 
Navigation, on straight Slipe Lane. Paths of the Lee 

Valley Country Park branch and cross, until you reach the 
railway line, and another obelisk, post 21.

This much more impressive post is a “type 4” post, used to 
impress the railway companies … at least until cost-cutt ing 
brought forth the rickety barbecue-lookalikes of type 5. This 
obelisk was re-erected after it was found in pieces, but the top 
of the shaft was never found.

Cross the railway with great care. Fortunately, 
the line is straight here for some distance in each 

direction, so you should have good visibility. If you see or 
hear a train, or can hear the rails singing, keep behind the gate 
barrier, and remember, one train may blind you to the existence 
of another coming in the opposite direction, or even following 
up behind.

Continue up Slipe Lane, now with modern housing, to its end. 
On the right is a small nineteenth-century free church of the 
Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion.

The Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion is a small society (and 
smaller than it used to be) of churches of an evangelical bent, 
founded in 1784 by the then Countess of Huntingdon.

This was the age of le Réveil (literally, the Awakening) across Europe, 
the years when conservative (or Calvinist) Protestantism took hold. 
The major force in Britain was led by Thomas Haldane, though 
the forces of British Methodism soon latched onto the bandwagon, 
giving rise to a strand of Calvinistic Methodism.

Dr Thomas Chalmers, the Fife-born theologian who would become 
a Glasgow-based social reformer and architect of the Disruption 
which created the Free Church of Scotland, was not part of le Réveil, 
but operated in close parallel.

The church is today considered too small for some of its 
denomination’s bett er-att ended services, which are now held 
elsewhere.

Turn right along the main road on the right-hand pavement to reach 
post 22 at number 137.

The position of the post in front of the house gives extra challenge 
to the residents as they park their cars.

Post 21 stands beside the 
railway linking Cambridge 

with Bishop’s Stortford and 
Liverpool Street

9.9

9.10
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Cross the road (it may take some time and a lot of 
patience) and take a narrow enclosed path opposite. 

This path leads to, and crosses, the New River, then follows the 
towpath as far as the next road bridge. This is Church Lane, and is 
reached by veering left through the scrub to reach a safer emerging 
point than the former exit onto the narrow bridge. This marks the 
end of this section of the Coal Tax Circuit route.

The New River was dug in the early years of the seventeenth century 
to bring fresh water to London from Amwell in Hertfordshire. 
Its backer was Sir Hugh Myddelton, a Welsh goldsmith and MP. 
Despite the obvious value, Myddelton needed successive royal 
handouts from James I to fund its completion.

Cross the bridge to reach the centre of Wormley, with pubs, shops, 
and frequent buses (not TfL) up and down the Lee Valley. Beware, 
though, other than at the southern terminus of Waltham Cross 
(the northern end of the route is at Hertford), the stations seem to 
prefer the Hungarian model, being set back from the centre of the 
communities they serve. Note also that buses are only hourly on 
Sundays.

The alternative route from post 19 to the fl ood control 
barrier is 4.31km long. It increases the section total to 

almost 9km, and the stretch from Theydon Bois to Wormley to the 
order of 23km. But it must be considered, since skitt ering around 
at the side of the lake could be dangerous, especially for children.

From post 19, retrace your steps past post 18 to the footpath which 
goes off  left. This picks up a winding path over Claydon Hill and 
down to the B194 at Lower Nazeing. Here, turn left, and follow 
its left-hand pavement for about 700 metres, where take the small 
service road which makes an oxbow on the left.

Directly underneath the electricity wires, take a kissing gate on the 
left, and cross the long fi eld. Beyond the pylon, you will fi nd your 
route coming closer to the river. Continue at the riverside until you 
meet a track coming from the south. Take this track to the right, 
over the channel. On the west side of the channel, the track runs out 
to a junction: here, turn left.

After 600m, you will join up with the main route, which comes in 
from the fl ood control barrier on your left. Continue on your route 
straight ahead.

9.6*

9.11
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CTC
10

Wormley
to

Newgate Street

Start Wormley  — EN10  7QE

Finish Newgate Street  — SG13  8RA

Distance 8.26km

Duration 1 hour 54 minutes

Ascent 153m

Access Buses (not TfL) at start of section.

Facilities Shops and pubs in Wormley at start of section. Pub at end of section.

10.1 Wormley 0m

10.2 W on Church Lane past ch to Bury Fm.. 1220m

10.3 L at fork; L on Holy Cross Hill for 250m. 1150m

10.4 R under pylon for 1km; L to Beaumont Rd; R past Bread and Cheese Lane. 1410m

10.5 Pass Beaumont Manor to entry to wood; R for 300m to post 24. 1290m

10.6 Return to stump post just before entry-point; R on path past pond for 700m; 1000m

10.7 L/R overf holloway; ahead trending L to rd; R and descend to br. 1430m

10.8 Cross br; rd up to jct at Coach and Horses pub. 760m
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This section starts at the bridge over the 
New River on Church Lane, Wormley.

There is a frequent bus service (not TfL) to Wormley 
from Broxbourne and Cheshunt: in each case, the bus 
is a fi fteen-minute walk west from the station. Use the 
Queen’s Head stop in Wormley, and go north to the 
junction with Church Lane. Turn left up Church Lane, 
crossing to the right-hand pavement at the pedestrian 
crossing, to reach the New River and the start of this 
section. The journey from either station, including the 
walk in from the Queen’s Head, adds about 1.25km to 
the distance for the section.

This section is a mix of roads and woodland, with one 
narrow path between fi elds. Off -road sections are likely 
to be wet and muddy in places, especially where horses 
have intervened. Lightweight waterproofed boots are 
therefore recommended. A compass will prove very 
helpful, and is recommended.

From the bridge over the New River, go west on 
Church Lane, following a footway on the left-hand 

side. This footway is separated from the road by a hedge for part 
of its course. Cross the A10 by the bridge, then pass Wormleybury 
Manor, still on the left-hand side of the road, to reach the church on 
the left.

Wormleybury is the only building listed Grade I in the borough 
of Broxbourne built as a private house: it was erected in 1767. The 
Manor of Wormleybury was one of the seventeen which were 
endowed by King Harold to Waltham Abbey (whence the Holy 
Cross references in the local toponymy).

After the Dissolution of the Monasteries, it passed through several 
hands until the 1767 house was built for Abraham Hume by Robert 
Mylne. Hume’s son had Robert Adam improve the interior in 
the 1770s. When the Hume line was exhausted, the house passed 
through more hands and has now been divided into fl ats.

The church of St Laurence is a Norman church which was 
Victorianised in the 1830s and again in the 1860s. The church 
lies between the two main sett lements in Wormley, the scatt ered 
sett lement at Wormley West End, and the sett lement which grew 
up along the Great Cambridge Road (where the buses and shops 
are today).

Continue along Church Lane, making use of the footway on the 
left-hand side of the road, until it comes to an abrupt end just before 
a fork in the road.

Take the left-hand fork, and resign yourself to the 
right-hand side of the road: there is no footpath. 

Continue to the next fork, towards Wormley West End, but beware 

10.1

10.2St Laurence’s church, 
Wormley

10.3
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of vandalism on the road-sign, whose arms have (at 
the time of writing) been deliberately misaligned.

There is no doubt some local nonentity who remains 
inordinately proud of this piece of baleful idiocy: 
whoever it was deserves nothing less than total 
ostracism.

Your direction is west: continue on the right-hand 
side of the road until you pass, on the right, the gate 
of Tudor Farm. 

Beyond the farm, you will be able to look to your 
right up a rising green lane: this is Ermine Street, 
the Roman road from London to Lincoln and on to 
York. This is not to be confused with another Roman 
road called Ermin Street, which ran from Gloucester, 
through Cirencester, to Silchester. Holy Cross Hill, 
whose name underlines the connection with what 
is now the Abbey Church of Waltham Holy Cross 
and St Lawrence (note the diff erence in spelling 
from St Laurence’s church in Wormley, the latt er 
being obviously a manorial chapel in Norman times, 
ahead on your left continues the line of Ermine Street 
towards London.

At the junction, turn left down Holy Cross Hill. Pass 
a gateway on your left, then one on your right. Just 
before the woodland on the right gives way to an 
open fi eld, look for a telegraph pole on the right. Post 23 is directly 
opposite the pole, on the left-hand side of the road.

This post is lodged in the hedge, and when the latt er is in full 
leaf, it may be diffi  cult to spot. There has been some unauthorised 
interference with the City shield, whose four cantons have been 
infi lled in black, and the white paintwork on the column is now 
spatt ered in sempiternal mud.

Post 23, Holy Cross Hill

Path west from post 23
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Turn your back on post 23, cross the road, and take a 
public footpath just to the left of the telegraph pole: 

in season, nett les and other ground cover may obscure the path’s 
entry off  the road. The path soon opens out into scrubland, and 
your are confronted with a pylon carrying high-voltage electricity 
lines. Go straight ahead between the legs of the pylon, and continue 
westwards. Soon, you will cross a litt le stream by a plank bridge.

Here, there is a large berm to your right, almost the size of Off a’s 
Dyke in places. On old maps, there is no mention of an earthwork 
here, though there are other local earthworks marked. It is not a 
boundary: the maps make it clear that the municipal boundary runs 
along the centre of the “old road” (which is the footpath).

So is this really an ancient earthwork, or is it a more modern 
construction to preclude a line of sight between walkers and the 
inhabitants of the buildings on the right? After all, you will see no 
more than a roof-line, and they will not be forced to see hoi polloi in 
boots trammeling their view of ... not much.

Forge on ahead, past a greenhouse on the right, to enter Biggs 
Grove. Ignore a footpath to the left at the greenhouse, and another 
to the right shortly afterwards. Another footpath to the right crosses 
an open fi eld to the valley below: just beyond this, take a narrow 
path to the left, which climbs between wooden fences. This path is 
subject to much erosion and puddling, and will probably be muddy 
(or if too dry for mud, ridged ready to accept a twisted ankle).

Come out onto a road, and turn right to reach the head of Bread and 
Cheese Lane.

The lane is ancient, so was it used by mendicants 
seeking bread and cheese from the manor? All we 
know about the latt er is that the current building was 
erected in 1840, so that is probably a bit late for this 
kind of naming. It is more probable that a local name 
for young hawthorn leaves as “bread and cheese” 
gave the name to the bridge (where such trees would, 
in all probability, have grown), with the name being 
given on in turn to the lane.

Continue ahead, westwards, past 
Beaumont Manor, leaving Bread and 

Cheese Lane to your left. The lane soon becomes 
a by-way (step carefully over the horse-stile): 
continue westwards to the entry-point of Wormley 
Wood (trying hard to ignore the mis-spelling by the 
Woodland Trust). Turn right, now following the 
Hertfordshire Way in an anti-clockwise direction — 
the waymarks make this useful distinction but, less 
usefully, many have been broken.

The Hertfordshire Way makes a circuit of that county, 
taking around 300km of generally high-quality rural 

Bread and Cheese Lane,; 
Beaumont Manor behind

10.4

10.5
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landscape to do so. Though 
it is a circuit, the nominal 
start is in Royston, and 
takes in Codicote, St Albans, 
Tring (at the station), Kings 
Langley, Hertford, Bishop’s 
Stortford, and back to 
Royston. The Friends of the 
Hertforshire Way maintain 
the route and its descriptions 
(their website may be found 
at https://www.fhw.org.uk/).

Take good notice of the fi rst 
stump-post after leaving the wood’s entry-point: you will need to 
navigate by it in a few minutes’ time.

Continue just east of north, following the main path past a small 
pond on your left, then downhill towards the corner of the fi eld to 
your right, where post 24 stands proud within the woodland.

At this point, having acknowledged post 24, you will 
need to turn back on yourself, and retrace your steps 

over the summit, past the pond, and down to the stump-post near 
the entry-point to the woodland. Here, turn right to follow a path 
parallel to the slightly sunken old road (a continuation of the by-way 
from Beaumont Manor) on your left.

Keep going westwards for about 700m, crossing a path on the way.

This path forms a part of the Hertfordshire Chain Walk, a set of 
fi fteen linked circular routes stretching across the east of the county 
from the edge of London (north of Enfi eld) to 
the Cambridgeshire boundary at Ashwell and 
Morden station.

At a point where there is a defi nite gap to the 
north, turn left to cross the old road (if you have 
not drifted over beforehand, possibly at the Chain 
Walk), and continue with the old road on your 
right. Soon, the footpath, here waymarked with 
yellow arrows, descends and bends to the left 
to run just west of south. Follow the main path 
down to a stream, crossing it by a plank bridge. 
Continue ahead, as the path  moves in a generally 
south-westerly direction. Eventually, you will 
come to walk beneath a bluff  on your left, above 
which are buildings: bend left then right to come 
out onto a road.

Turn right to follow the road downhill to a bridge 
over the Cuffl  ey Brook. On the right-hand side 
of the road, by the parapet before crossing the 
bridge, is post 25.

Post 25 beside the bridge 
over Cuffl  ey Brook

10.6

Post 24 in Wormley Wood
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At the time of writing, post 25 is in a decapitated state, clearly the 
victim of an over-zealous and under-competent driver.

Cross the bridge, and pass beneath the East Coast Main Line railway, 
then pull yourself up the hill on the right-hand side of the road. At 
a small cluster of houses on the right, a pavement materialises: at 
the end of the row, cross to the left-hand side, where the pavement 
continues. You will level out at the top of the hill at a junction in the 
village of Newgate Street, the end of this section.

Here, there is the Coach and Horses Inn for sustenance — there are 
further options ahead to the west. However, transport options are 
very limited from here. The nearest practicable option is the station 
at Cuffl  ey, more than 3km away, off  the next section.
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CTC
11

Newgate Street
to

Potters Bar

Start Newgate Street — SG13  8RA

Finish Pott ers Bar station — EN6  1AN

Distance 8.89km

Duration 1 hour 56 minutes

Ascent 119m

Access Train at end of section. Occasional buses at start of section.

Facilities Pub at start of section. All facilities at end of section.

11.1 Newgate Street. 0m

11.2 SW from Coach and Horses on Carbone Hill; cross br. 870m

11.3 Ascend; after number 25 on R; R into wood; at barrier, L (SW); R over br; L 
on main path; bend R (WNW); continue over gullyl bear L towards rd, then 
trend R to visitor centre.

1840m

11.4 L out “way in” to rd; R on rd to T-jct at post 26. 1490m

11.5 L on Well Rd to post 27. 210m

11.6 Ahead; R fork to St Just; R on path which bends L; diag across two fi elds; 
ahead over bridge to Morven.

1940m

11.7 R past lockups to Hatfi eld Rd; cross and R to post 28 340m

11.8 Ahead; L at lights on Church Rd to post 29. 70m

11.9 Cross to R pvt; bear R (St Michael’s Way) before park; R on Osborne Rd; L 
on Heath Rd to post 30.

630m

11.10 Ahead, then L on Heath Rd; R on Church Rd; cross Mountway then ahead 
on Darkes Lane; descend to stn.

1300m
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This section starts at the Coach and Horses 
Inn at Newgate Street village.

This area is almost devoid of public transport. Another 
pub and a restaurant lie to the west of the start.

Start off  in a south-westerly direction 
along Carbone Hill on the pavement 

on its left-hand side. This soon gives out: cross to the 
right-hand side of the road to descend to the bridge. 
Cross the bridge to Postern Gate.

At this point, there is a clearly signposted footpath going 
off  half right. If you follow this path to Tolmers Road, 
and continue ahead, you will reach Cuffl  ey station after 
a walk of approximately 2km: there are trains to Kings 
Cross from there.

Continue up Carbone Hill, past the 
entrance to Cuffl  ey Camp. The road tops 

out at some houses: after number 25 on the right, turn 
right down an entry to a vehicle barrier. Pass through into Northaw 
Great Wood: at the next barrier, look out for a small path on the left 
(there is an ankle-high stump-post with a horseshoe routed out).

Follow this path, which bends right to cross a stream. Beyond the 
stream, take a clear path to the left. This rises, and bends to the right 
to bear north of west. At a seat, cross a gully and bear slightly left 
to keep the gully on your left: the path approaches a road, but curls 
to the right to reach a visitor centre and toilet block for the wood.

Turn left at the toilet block, and follow the “way in” 
road access to the adjacent car park. This brings you 

out onto The Ridgeway, where turn right. Continue along the 
right-hand side of the road (without the benefi t of pavement) to 
reach a T-junction, where post 26 is tucked on the right-hand side of 
the junction, reclining at a rakish angle — other than exhibiting the 
defi ance of verticality, the post looks in good shape.

Cross the road and turn left. Walk down the right-hand 
side of the road, passing the exit from Queenswood 

School. Beyond the school exit road stands post 27.

Continue on Well Road, 
keeping to its right-hand 

side. Bear right at the fi rst junction with 
the main road. When the next road 
comes up from the left, turn right along 
an enclosed lane, bordering Northaw 
Place, bending to the left at the end of 
a slight rise.

The path continues, now in a 
south-westerly direction, fi rst between 
fi elds and then bordering a wood on 

11.1

11.2

Post 26 on Shepherds Way

11.3

Post 27 on Well Road

11.4

11.5
11.6
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the right, to lead into a fi eld which may 
be quite wet.

Cross the fi eld diagonally, then 
continue towards the right-hand side 
of the next fi eld. Cross a bridge, then 
look for an exit on the right. 

Pass a set of lock-up 
garages, then follow the 

street out onto Hatfi eld Road, the 
famed Great North Road between 
London and Edinburgh.

Cross the road, and turn right: you will 
soon reach post 28, opposite a bus stop 
and not far from the traffi  c lights ahead.

Advance to the junction and turn left into Church 
Road, to fi nd post 29 by the bus stop.

Cross the road to continue on the right-hand pavement 
of Church Road. Bear right along St Michael’s Way 

with a park on your left, to reach Osborne Road; cross the road, 
and turn right to follow the left-hand pavement across the end 
of Broadwater, and then turn left into Heath Road, taking the 
pavement on its right-hand side. Cross the end of Heath Close to 
reach post 30, just before the Builder’s Arms pub.

The pub serves food and drink during normal hours.

Continue along Heath Road, bending left and 
following the road down to its junction with Church 

Road. Turn right, and cross the end of Mountway.

You will see the sign for the Hertfordshire Way here, turning onto 
Mountway. If you have no need of Pott ers Bar, with its shops and 
other facilities, including bus and train services, you may fi nd the 
Hertfordshire Way an appealing option. It takes 1.32km to reach the 
north end of Cranborne Road (in the next section), while the main 

Lane past Northaw Place

11.7

Posts 28, 29 and 30
in Pott ers Bar

11.8
11.9

11.10
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Coal Tax Circuit route via Pott ers Bar station to the same point will 
take you 2.15km.

However, we expect that most walkers will want to use the transport 
connections in the middle of Pott ers Bar.

Continue round the corner onto Darkes Lane, go straight down the 
hill and past the shops to reach Pott ers Bar station.

Pott ers Bar is a major transport nexus: trains run to and from Kings 
Cross (a few services run to St Pancras next door), and there are 
buses to neighbouring locations.

The town boasts the full range of facilities such as shops, banks and 
refreshment opportunities.
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CTC
12

Potters Bar
to

Redwell Wood Farm

Start Pott ers Bar station — EN6  1AN

Finish Redwell Wood farm — EN6  3NA

Distance 6.71km

Duration 1 hour 30 minutes

Ascent 103m

Access Train and bus at start of section. Bus 1.2km distant from end of section.

Facilities All facilities at start of section.

12.1 Pott ers Bar station 0m

12.2 Up R side of car park to W of rly; continue on lineside path past Cranborne 
Rd to Post 31 (railside).

1780m

12.3 Ahead to Hawkshead Lane; L past college to Post32. 1530m

12.4 Ahead; cross Warrengate Rd then Swanland Rd; L to br over A1(M). 330m

12.5 Cross bridge; double-back R; L parallel to A1(M); swing L with track; after 
750m, L at cross-tracks along narrow track for 770m.

1780m

12.6 L downhill; rise R at bott om; track beyond gate; R at approach to Redwell 
Wood Fm to signpost N of main bldg.

1290m
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This section of the 
Coal Tax Circuit 

route starts at the railway and 
bus interchange at Pott ers Bar 
station.

Trains connect Pott ers Bar with 
Kings Cross; buses with nearby 
locations.

Cross to the west 
side of the tracks 

at the railway station, in the 
station car park. The tunnel 
leading to the platforms will 
take you there without having 

to pass through the barrier; if you are arriving by train, turn right 
at the barrier. If the station tunnel is for any reason closed, pass 
beneath the tracks on the main road and turn right into the car park.

Keep to the right-hand side of the car park, close to the tracks: the 
painted pedestrian route leads to a tarmac path which continues 
alongside the tracks. Follow this path, ignoring any exits to the left. 
The housing on the left gives way to industrial buildings, and the 
path eventually emerges onto Cranborne Road, with a bus stop 
ahead. Pass the bus stop to reach a junction with a path which 
emerges fom a tunnel under the railway. 

You will see the sign for the Hertfordshire Way here.If you have 
skipped the middle of Pott ers Bar by following the Hertfordshire 
Way from Mountway, you will turn right (leaving the Hertfordshire 
Way) on emerging from the tunnel.

Continue alongside the railway, the path now unsurfaced and 
rising, past a solar farm on your left. The path enters a wood.

Hereabouts, Post 31 is in railway land on the right, but it is likely to 
be so shrouded in overgrowth as to be invisible.

Continue along the path until it reaches a road at a 
bridge over the railway. This is Hawkshead Lane. 

Do not continue on the lineside path ahead, but turn left along 
Hawkshead Lane. There is no pavement, though for part of its 
length, there is a broad verge on the left.

Take care, for it can be a busy road, especially when the college 
traffi  c is in full fl ow.

Pass the Royal Veterinary College on the right, and continue on 
Hawkshead Lane, which drops to valley level. You will pass a 
red-and-white boom, like a level crossing barrier, but there is no 
railway here. It is a control gate for use in time of fl ood. Continue 
to the crossroads in the valley, and you will see much more serious 
fl ood control facilities: two heavy gates which are able to seal off  
the road.

12.1

12.2

Lineside path at junction 
with Hertfordshire Way

12.3
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Post 32 used to be here, but is long gone. The stream here is the 
Mimmshall Brook, and it looks all too innocent, but it and its 
tributaries reach an area of swallow-holes a litt le to the north, and 
the water runs underground  It emerges as the River Colne at Colney 
Heath (see next section), but clearly backs up in a fl ash-fl ood.

Cross Warrengate Road, and rise towards the sound 
of thunder. This noise is the A1(M) ahead. Cross 

Swanland Road, and turn left under the bridge to reach the foot of 
the ramp.

Cross the bridge, then double back to your right on a 
path. This turns left, away from the bridge, to parallel 

the road. After 140m, swing left through 
a right angle, with a hedge now on the 
right.

Follow it for 750m as it turns this way 
and that, ignoring a path going off  to the 
right, back towards the A1(M), to reach a 
crossway of paths.

Turn left to follow a narrow enclose track. 
After about 200m, a wood (Cangsley 
Grove) abuts on the right. Follow the 
track (often muddy) as it swings round to 
the right to exit onto a lane.

Turn sharp left downhill 
for 130m to reach a stream 

crossing. Take the footpath to the right, 
which climbs across a fi eld to a wooden 
gate. Go through the gate.

Follow the clear track which runs along 
the left-hand edge of the fi eld (with 
Redwell Wood on your left), passing a 
starkly skeletal tree. Beyond the wood, 
the path continues past horse-heavy fi elds 
to Redwell Wood farm.

The path leading towards 
Cangsley Grove

12.4

Warrengate Road,
with its fl ood defences

12.5

12.6
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Bear to the right of the buildings to a footpath signpost on the edge 
of the car park, the end of this section.

This is a fairly remote end to the section, but if you must make your 
escape, continue westwards for 1km, and turn left to pass under the 
M25. A litt le to the right, there are bus stops on the bus route which 
runs between St Albans and Pott ers Bar. Oystercards are not valid.
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CTC
13

Redwell Wood Farm
to

London Colney

Start Redwell Wood farm — EN6  3NA

Finish London Colney — AL2  1RE

Distance 7.79km

Duration 1 hour 36 minutes

Ascent 30m

Access Buses 1.2km distant from start of section.

Facilities Shops, pub and café at end of section.

13.1 Redwell Wood farm 0m

13.2 N from car park; to R of bushes then half-L to corner of fi eld. 670m

13.3 Diag down fi eld; half-R into next fi eld; L; diag path across fi eld; through 
copse; lane to Coursers Farm.

1470m

13.4 Ahead between buildings and out NW to rd; R to post 33. 370m

13.5 Double back ; NNW with hedge on R for 700m; R (NE) to common; half-R  
to ford; over R Colne; R to rd; L to post 34.

1310m

13.6 L on High St at rbt; L to post 35. 160m

13.7 Cross common with houses on R to post 36 at br. 740m

13.8 L over bridge; rd past cott ages; track; after lake on L, L with conveyor on R; 
L to power lines.

1240m

13.9 Keep water on R to farm park; R over fb ; L to rd; L; R with river on L; under 
by-pass; keep pools on L to High St.

1780m

13.10 R on High St to access to Waterside (st). 50m
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This section of 
the route starts  

beside Redwell Wood farm, 
on the north (outer) side of the 
M25, not far from Salisbury 
Hall on the B556.

Salisbury Hall is home to 
the Mosquito (de Havilland) 
aircraft museum.

There is a bus stop (to the east 
of the museum) on the 84 bus 
route between St Albans and 
Pott ers Bar (Oyster not valid). 
From the stop, walk eastwards 
to a subway beneath the M25; 
on the far side of the subway, 

turn right and follow the track for 1km to reach the start of the 
section.

Pass out of the Redwell Wood farm car park at the 
signpost and kissing gate. Bear to the right of a small 

clump of bushes, then make for the kissing gate on the left edge of 
the hedge in front of you. This leads you into a large, sloping fi eld. 
Bear half-right and descend diagonally, taking another half-right at 
the corner of the hedge to your right. Follow the hedge to a gap into 
the next fi eld. Turn left down the left-hand edge of this fi eld.

Look out for a stake on the right of the improvised 
jump-track. From here, the route takes a 

diagonal cut across the corner of the fi eld to a copse beyond. 
The footpath continues on the same bearing, as straight as an 
arrow, through the copse: you are now at valley level.

At the far end of the copse, bear right then left to pick up 
a track at an industrial compound. On the track, bear right 
and left for a second time: there will be a fi eld on your right 
and a hedge on your left. Follow the track to the buildings at 
Coursers Farm: on your left is a motley collection of vehicles 
for hire.

Keep straight ahead through the farm (following 
the yellow-arrow footpath signs): when a yard 

opens up a litt le on your right, pass through a gateway 
slightly to the left to reach a driveway.

Do not turn onto the driveway, but cross it to traverse a short 
grassy area and come out onto Coursers Road.

Turn right here, and follow the road for 250m: you will see 
post 33 across the road.

Cross the road to the right of the post, then 
double back behind the post into a fi eld. Turn 

13.1

13.2
Jumps on the side of the 
route: note the diagonal path 
to the copse ahead right

Post 33, Coursers Road

13.3

13.4

13.5
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right, and follow the edge of the fi eld with the hedge on the 
left-hand side.

There is a similarly broad track on the other side of the hedge, 
to your east, but do not be tempted by it.

Keep closely to the side of the hedge, past some tall metal 
constructions which loom above the hedge. After about 700m 
following the hedge, you will come to a crossing path. Turn 
right here, and go through the hedge to the next fi eld. Keep 
to the right-hand edge of this fi eld to reach a belt of trees. 
Bear right through the belt to emerge onto a grassy common.

Keep going in an approximately easterly direction, making 
towards a road. You will see the path take a dip to a stream: 
this is the River Colne. Unless the water is in spate, ford the 
river with ease, then rise to the road on the right.

The River Colne will be a companion on the route almost 
throughout its course from Colney Heath (here, close to its 
source, or at least to its reappearance after its tributaries 
have dipped underground at Water End to the east) to its 
confl uence with the River Thames at Staines-upon-Thames. 
For this reason, it seems right to make its close acquaintance 
here in its infancy.

If you do not want to ford the river, you may bear right to 
reach the road and turn left.

Take the road ahead past the fi rst house in Colney Heath: 
Post 34 is tucked in on the left at a brick wall.

Advance to the roundabout which forms the 
centre of the small sett lement of Colney Heath.

Two pubs have closed in Colney Heath: there is a convenience 
shop opposite the former Cock (which still bears its name on 
the wall).

Turn left at the roundabout. Soon, you will come to an open 
area on the left, with Post 35 in the middle of the grass. In 

Posts 34 (top), 35 (above),
and 36 (left),

Colney Heath

13.6
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fact, you may have seen this 
post from the other side as 
you forded the river, but you 
had to visit Post 34 fi rst, before 
reaching this one.

Turn left to reach 
the post, then 

turn right. Make your way 
across the heath, keeping fairly 
close to the buildings on your 
right. The infant river keeps a 
varying distance to your left. 
After about 750m from Post 35, 
you will come upon Post 36, 
beside the river and just short 
of Church Lane.

Rise to Church Lane, and turn left to cross the bridge. 
The road curves round to the right, to reach a few 

houses.

This area was known as Parkgate Corner: here, there was one of the 
four gates into Tytt enhanger Park.

Tytt enhanger House was owned by the Abbey of St Albans; after 
the Dissoluution of the Monasteries, Henry VIII, who had visited 
the house with Catherine of Aragon, gave it to Sir Thomas Pope. 

Through lack of heirs, the property fell to 
Thomas Pope Blount (who was knighted 
by King James I on his accession): there was 
then a long-running legal batt le between 
the Blounts and the Earls of Essex as to 
boundary rights. Tytt enhanger Hall is now 
a venue for weddings and conferences, 
and contains a set of commercial offi  ces.
for an architectural practice. Part of the 
Tytt enhanger estate has succumbed to 
mineral working.

Pass the houses on your right, and advance, 
passing the waterworks gates on the left 
and going through a squeeze-portal, onto 
an enclosed lane.

You will see from the signpost that you 
are following the Watling Chase Timberland 
Trail: this locally-devised trail will be a 
companion for parts of the route as far as 
Radlett  (on Watling Street).

Follow the lane until you see a muddy 
lake ahead, with machinery rusting in 
the water. Do not take a path to the right, 

Watling Chase Trail, 
Parkgate Corner

Riverside path,
London Colney

13.7

13.8
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but continue ahead. You will 
come to a low conveyor belt. 
The path bends left to keep the 
belt on the right, then crosses 
the belt by a bridge. A path 
leaves to the right: ignore it. 
Follow the Watling Chase 
signs to keep the belt on your 
left: the River Colne fl ows on 
your right as you advance in a 
southerly direction.

Eventually, path 
and belt begin to 

part company, and the path 
veers closer to south-west. At the approach to a “farm village” 
theme park, take a small footbridge on the right, over the River 
Colne. Turn left onto the track, with a lake on your right.

Do not circle round the lake, but pass to the left of a piggery (part 
of the theme park). Beyond the piggery, turn left. Do not cross the 
bridge, but turn right along a riverside footpath: once again, you 
are on the Watling Chase Trail.

Follow the path, with the river on your left, underneath the London 
Colney by-pass. The River Colne broadens out into a pool beyond 
the by-pass. Keep going, crossing an access road to an industrial 
estate, and on to reach High Street. You will see Post 37 behind the 
fence opposite as the road rises to take a bridge over the river.

The bridge is known locally as the “Telford Bridge”, though there 
seems to be no evidence that Thomas Telford had any part in its 
construction. The bridge superseded a ford on the River Colne: the 
ford’s location may still be seen today, linking the Bull and Green 
Dragon public houses.

Turn to the right along High Street until you reach 
the access to Waterside (a street) on your left,

This point marks the end of the section.

London Colney is served by the 84 bus routee between St Albans 
and Pott ers Bar (Oyster not valid). There are shops and refreshment 
facilities in the village, the latt er including the Green Dragon, 
adjacent to the end of the section.

Post 37, London Colney, 
with the Colne ford
just visible behind

13.9

13.10
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CTC
14

London Colney
to

Radlett

Start London Colney — AL2  1RE

Finish Radlett  — WD7  7AJ

Distance 10.55km

Duration 2 hours 15 minutes

Ascent 91m

Access Bus at start and (with train) at end of section. Bus at Shenleybury en route.

Facilities Shops, pub and café at start of section. All facilities at end of section.

14.1 London Colney 0m

14.2 Pass Green Dragon on R; L over R Colne; R to Shenley Lane and post 38. 880m

14.3 R; L into fi eld; keep Barley-Mo farm to L; W, swinging S to go under M25. 1470m

14.4 Path through Colney Park past Springfi eld Farm on L; L at end of wood, 980m

14.5 Pass beneath Old Parkbury on R; L; L (ENE) to post 39 at The Lodge. 1200m

14.6 L on Harper Lane to post 40. 250m

14.7 Bell Lane rbt; R past Shenleybury Cott ages on R. 1240m

14.8 R on path to post 41 on L. 800m

14.9 Ahead to lodge; L; descend through wood with golf course on L; rise to rd. 1860m

14.10 R on rd; L on The Avenue; beneath rly to rd; R for 30m to posts 42 and 43. 970m

14.11 Cross road and L (S) to post 44. 700m

14.12 Ahead to Station Rd. 200m
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This section starts on the High Street in 
London Colney, at the north end of the 

“Telford Bridge”.

The bridge is known locally as the “Telford Bridge”, 
though there seems to be no evidence that Thomas 
Telford had any part in its construction. The bridge 
superseded a ford on the River Colne: the ford’s 
location may still be seen today, linking the Bull and 
Green Dragon public houses.

London Colney is served by the 84 bus routee between 
St Albans and Pott ers Bar (Oyster not valid). There are 
shops and refreshment facilities in the village, the latt er 
including the Green Dragon, adjacent to the end of the 
section.

Descend from the High Street down 
waterside to the Green Dragon inn. Turn 

right to pass along its frontage, and make for a bridge 
up ahead. Turn left to cross the bridge, then turn right 
onto the riverside path. As you advance, you will see 
the river broaden out into Long Lake. Keep close to the 
water, all the way out to Shenley Lane.

As you emerge onto the road, you will see Post 38 on the right.

Cross the bridge, then cross the road. This second 
may be simply in hope, but you will fi nd a small path 

leading down into the corner of a fi eld. Rise diagonally away from 
the river, then take a kissing gate to the right, allowing you to 
keep Barley-mo farm on your left. Once round the shoulder of the 
farmcross to the corner of the fi eld ahead to emerge onto a lane at a 
lodge. Do not take the corner contained by the lodge, but continue 
ahead (at fi rst, in a west-south-westerly direction, then westerly), 
on a track.

Over to the right, you will see some imposing red-brick buildings, 
notably a large hall and a water tower. These formed part of 

14.1

14.2

Napsbury Park:
West Hall and water tower

Post 38, Broad Colney

14.3
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Napsbury Hospital, created as the Middlesex County Asylum: 
the hall was the dining hall, strategically placed between the 
male and the (larger) female wing. During the First World 
War, it was annexed as a military hospital, particularly for 
psychiatric cases: the composer Ivor Gurney spent some time 
at Napsbury near the end of the war. It is now a residential 
development.

As you crest the hill, you will see the main path veer off  
shraply to the right, while a smaller track trends left, 
descending. Take this path, down towards the M25, where 
the River Colne and the footpath share a tunnel beneath the 
motorway.

Emerge from the tunnel, and follow the main 
path which bears slightly to the right. You are 

now in Colney Park. Follow the main path, keeping some 
fi shery lakes to your right. You will pass Springfi eld Farm on 
your left. When you reach the end of the wood, turn left at a 
bridleway sign: this takes you through a gap provided when 
the original track was stopped up. The new route comes 
before the original track, and there is a view ahead towards 
a railway bridge.

Once on your new southern alignment, follow 
the track as it winds gently: you will pass Old 

Parkbury above you and to the right, and then its access lane 
will join from the right. You will then come to a complex 
junction of paths at a sign. Choose the left-hand bridleway 
here, which bends to take up an east-north-easterly direction, 
almost parallel to the power lines.

About 500m after sett ling on this new alignment, you will 
cross beneath the power lines: a litt le farther on, the path 
advances into woodland where a bridleway goes off  to the 
right along the woodland edge. Continue ahead hrough the 
woodland, bear right at a house, and make your way out to a 
busy road: this is Harper Lane. There, in the cruck of a bend 
(made redundant by road-straightening) is Post 39.

Cross Harper Lane: there is a pavement on the 
far side. Turn left, and take the pavement (now 

with the traffi  c on your left) as it threads its way between 
roadside bushes and the houses, before emerging to keep 
company with the road. After a gap, the return of roadside 
housing is heralded by Post 40, beside the road.

With two posts so close together on Harper Lane, it gives us the 
opportunity to examine the details a bit more closely.

The great majority bear the shield of the City of London — after 
all, the posts were erected in the City’s name, and the tax revenues 
went to the City. Likewise, almost all the posts bear a number (or 
two) with either VIC or VICT: this fi xes the date of the relevant Act 

Posts 39 (top)
and 40 (above),
on Harper Lane

14.4

14.5

14.6



14 – 4 Coal Tax Circuit © 2018-22 IG Liddell

of Parliament under which the post was erected (they were all in 
Queen Victoria’s reign).

Thus Post 40’s 24 VICT indicates that it was an Act from the 
twenty-fourth year of Victoria’s reign, which would be 1860. The 
CAP 42 on Post 39 identifi es the Act as being Chapter 42 of the 
year’s statute book (CAP from Caput, or Heading).

Why the diff erences? It was up to each parish to erect the markers 
on behalf of the City, even though it was the City which collected 
the taxes: this sounds a bit like “We’re going to build a wall, and 
they’ll pay for it” about 160 years before the modern rhetoric. Of 
course, the parishes went to diff erent foundries, and some of the 
consistency was lost.

The parish responsibility also explains why there are many instances 
of two markers in close proximity — one erected by each parish as 
the trading route crossed the boundary.

Continue along the pavement past the houses, with 
the M25 over to your left emitt ing its constant roar, 

and rise to a roundabout, where Harper Lane, Shenley Lane, Bell 
Lane and Shenleybury Lane coincide.

The houses between Post 40 and the roundabout are named Staff  
Cott ages on the map. These would have been staff  at Harperbury 
Hospital, just to the south. The then Middlesex County Council 

purchased the Porters Park estate after the 
First World War, and built Harperbury 
and Shenley hospitals on the land. These 
complemented Napsbury nearby as a 
collection of hospitals dealing with mental 
health.

While Napsbury Hospital was built as 
an asylum to hold patients, Harperbury 
was established as a ‘colony’ for those 
with issues of mental health and/or 
learning disability. Shenley was built 
as a psychiatric hospital for active 
intervention. Of these, Harperbury (now 
renamed Kingsley Green) is the only 
site with hospital services, and these 
serve only a tenth of the original hospital 
capacity.

Harperbury, Napsbury and Shenley were 
declared closed in 1998; the Kingsley 
Green facility is, in offi  cial eyes, a re-use 
of the site.

Turn to the right at the roundabout, and 
proceed to follow the road downhill, 
using the right-hand pavement.

Descending towards Radlett  
through Porters Park

14.7
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There is a bus stop near the 
roundabout, with links to St 
Albans and (across the road) 
Watford; another stop ahead 
has the same services.

Follow the road down to a 
pedestrian crossing, passing a 
bridleway which goes off  to the 
right. There is a small cemetery 
on the left, and the access road 
for Shenleybury Cott ages on 
the right.

Here are the other bus stops 
which were mentioned above.

On the far side of 
the housing on the 

right, a footpath strikes off  to 
the right, abutt ed by the garden fences of the houses. After 500m, a 
footpath goes off  to the left (to the south-south-east): carry straight 
on ahead.

This path leads into the area formerly occupied by Shenley Hospital, 
now given over to a substantial residential complex.

The path eases slightly right to drift away from the left-hand hedge, 
rising as it does.

There are reports of Post 41 over to the left but “visible from the 
footpath”: such visibility is not guaranteed when the fi eld is full of 
rape, all abloom.

Continue up to the point where a track 
comes in from behind on the right: this is an 

extension of the bridleway passed on Shenleybury Lane. 
The joint path continues westwards and descends to a 
complex path junction. You will see a track going north: 
there is a building which is tucked away on its right-hand 
side. This building is the southern entrance lodge for the 
former Harperbury Hospital.

Ahead, a path leads westwards. The route of the Coal Tax 
Circuit, however, swings up to the left on a clear track: 
as it climbs, the path bends to the right, then to the left. 
At the top, it enters woodland. There is a clear descent 
through the trees: Porters Park golf course is on the left. At 
the bott om of the descent, cross Kitwells Brook, and climb 
to reach a road called The Warren.

Turn right, and follow the road over its 
summit and down the other side: it is clear 

that pedestrians form an alien species here, for there are 
no pavements on this road.

Posts 42 and 43,
on Watling Street, Radlett 

Post 44, by the synagogue
on Watling Street, Radlett 
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The Warren takes a sharp left turn at the bott om of the hill, and 
leads up to The Avenue, where turn right.

Descend to the railway, passing beneath the tracks to emerge onto 
Watling Street. Turn right, and in 30m fi nd Post 43 in front of the 
last cott age in the block. Post 42 (a railway obelisk) is here too, but 
you will only catch a glimps of white and red by looking between 
the house and the shed.

Cross the road (the bridge is there to cross Kitwells 
Brook on its westward and northward journey to 

join the River Colne) and turn left to follow the right-hand pavement 
of Watling Street into the centre of Radlett . After the left-hand side 
of the road begins to be taken up by shops, pass a bus stop on the 
right-hand side. Just before you reach a pedestrian crossing, and 
just beyond a synagogue, Post 44 may be found at the entrance to 
a lane.

Cross Park Road at the mini-roundabout, and 
advance to the corner of Station Road.

This junction marks the end of this section.

There are bus stops here: they serve Hatfi eld, Borehamwood, and 
Welwyn Garden City. Ahead on the left, Radlett  station serves 
St Albans and St Pancras. There are cafés, restaurants and other 
shops ahead.

14.11

14.12
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CTC
15

Radlett
to

Watford

Start Radlett  — WD7  7AJ

Finish High Street, Watford — WD17  2DB

Distance 10.39km

Duration 2 hours 15 minutes

Ascent 103m

Access Bus at start of section. Bus and train at end of section.

Facilities Shops, pub and café at start of section. All facilities at end of section.

15.1 Radlett , at Watling Street and Station Road 0m

15.2 Up Station Rd, cross to Upper Station Rd; opp High Firs, L through Scrubbitt s 
Wood to Scrubbitt s Park Rd; R; ahead to Gills Hill Lane; R; L on Folly Path, 

1220m

15.3 Over Watford Rd to Dellfi eld Close; ahead to Oakridge Lane; L past sewage 
works; R on bridleway to Blackbirds Farm.

1740m

15.4 R on Blackbirds Lane; after power lines, L along valley for 1.1km. 1990m

15.5 R across two fb ; bear L to signpost; L on main driveway; over M1. 1010m

15.6 Ahead; over A41; ahead over Bushey Mill Lane; L by river to Colonial Way 1710m

15.7 Follow river to rly; under bridge to post 45. 1130m

15.8 Bear L with river; under Beechen Grove and across Water Lane. 460m

15.9 Ahead behind Tesco and out to High St. 430m
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This section starts in Radlett , 
at the junction of Station 

Road and Watling Street, opposite a small 
park.

There are bus stops here: they serve 
Hatfi eld, Borehamwood, and Welwyn 
Garden City. Ahead on the left (at Barclays 
Bank), Radlett  station serves St Albans and 
St Pancras. Cafés, restaurants and other 
shops are nearby, mostly to the south.

Make your way up Station 
Road, crossing over the 

junction at the top with a slight bend to 
the left, to reach Upper Station Road. This 
eases its way into Gills Hill. Opposite 
High Firs, turn left into a densely wooded 
park, Scrubbitt s Wood. Climb through the 
park to reach Scrubbitt s Park Road at the 
far end, where turn right.

Where the roadway swings left to become 
The Dell (into modern housing), continue 
ahead on a lane, which shrinks (at a traffi  c 
barrier bollard) to an enclosed path. This 
becomes Gills Hollow at the corner of a 
vast children’s playground on the left. 
Cross the end of Gills Hill at a car park, 

and continue on the tarmac lane ahead. The Phillimore Recreation 
Ground is now to your left: at the Bowls Club (look for the 
appropriate weathervane on the roof), the lane comes out towards 
a road.

Turn right here to reach Gills Hill Lane as it takes a right-hand bend. 
Cross the road and turn left down Folly Pathway. Continue straight 
ahead at a school gate (where the road bends to the left) onto a 
bridleway, signposted to Watford Road.

Keep straight down the bridleway to Watford Road, 
and cross over into Dellfi eld Close. Where the road 

turns left, keep straight ahead on the bridleway.

Climb to the top of the slight hill: here there is a stile into woodland, 
but you should bear left with the bridleway. As the path descends 
on the north side of the hill, you will pass beneath some power lines 
before coming out onto a hedged track, Oakridge Lane.

It is clear from a glance at the modern map that this is an old track: 
this is confi rmed by its being named on all the old Ordnance Survey 
maps (which are digitised and available at https://maps.nls.uk (the 
National Library of Scotland). The National Library of Scotland’s 
digitised map collection covers all of Britain, not just the northern 
part.

15.1

15.2

Path to Oakridge Lane 
departing from Radlett 

15.3
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Turn left onto Oakridge Lane (which is likely to be muddy after 
rain), and descend the lane. After reaching the bott om of the hill, 
the lane gains some hard surfacing as it climbs: there is a sewage 
works on the right.

Just beyond the entrance to the sewage works, take a bridleway 
which sets off  half-right as an enclosed path. Just before the end 
of the path, there is a rather incongruous traffi  c sign warning of 
lorries. You have reached the marshalling yard at the east side of 
Blackbirds Farm, on the bend of Blackbirds Lane.

Turn right onto Blackbirds Lane, keeping the hedge 
close on your right. You will pass another traffi  c sign 

warning of lorries, this time for the benefi t of those approaching 
Blackbirds Farm from the north-west. Some of the buildings over 
at the sewage works might look like East European airports of a 
certain era.

Keep on along Blackbirds Lane as it descends into the valley of 
the River Colne. Pass beneath some power lines, then one fi nal left 
bend will take you to a path junction. Turn left (south), and follow 
the clear track along the valley.

For the remainder of this section, the Coal Tax Circuit’s route is also 
that of the Ver-Colne Valley Walk. This is a Hertfordshire County 
Council route from Redbourn to Watford via St Albans, following 
the two named rivers.

From the path junction, the valley path starts with woodland on 
the right. By the time the end of this brake of trees is reached, there 
is a tiny streamlet on your right. Shortly 
after the next piece of woodland begins to 
adjoin the path — this time on the left — 
the path crosses the stream.

It re-crosses to the right once more, about 
1km from the point at which you joined 
the valley path; about 100m later, you 
will see a wooden footbridge on the right. 
Turn to the right and cross the bridge onto 
a meadow.

At this point, you have joined the 
course (running anti-clockwise) of the 
Hertfordshire Way.

Make your way across the 
meadow towards a second 

footbridge, which crosses the River Colne. 
This bridge is a metal aff air, and is much 
rusted.

The approach from the south holds the 
challenge of a tight squeeze, but that does 
not prepare the walker well enough for 

Crossing the River Colne 
onto the Munden Estate

15.4

15.5
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the second challenge. The surface of the bridge is 
metal: it can be slippery, and it slopes from left to 
right (as you traverse it northwards). By comparison, 
leaving the bridge by its northern end is easy.

Two paths diverge at the north end of the bridge. 
The Hertfordshire Way takes the option on the right 
(with its north-north-east bearing), while the Coal 
Tax Circuit and the Ver-Colne Valley Walk bear 
slightly left.

Taking the left-hand path, then, the route climbs to 
a signpost, erected by the Munden Estate, making it 
clear which way you should go to get to Watford. This 
route is a simple matt er of following the driveway as 
it curves from east-south-east at the signpost towards 
the south-south-east.

Ignore all paths leading off , following the driveway 
up and over the M1.

Continue out, and pass through the 
imposing gateway (or rather, the small 

gate at its side) onto the North Western Avenue, the 
A41 (between London and Birkenhead via Chester).

Cross the busy A41 (making use of the light-controlled pedestrian 
crossing about 80m off  to your right if the traffi  c fl ow seems too 
relentless).

The route from here to the centre of Watford is generally a 
very pleasant walk by the river. Of necessity in such an urban 
environment, much of the route’s distance is on hard surfaces, 
starting with a tarmac path leading away from the A41.

This comfortable tree-lined path abuts 
back-garden fences as far as a road. Cross 
straight over this road (Bushey Mill Lane) 
to take the left-hand pavement of Radlett  
Road ahead: the course of the River Colne 
returns to the left-hand side of the path 
here.

Just after Balmoral Road comes in from 
the right, break away from Radlett  Road 
to the left, to follow a riverside path round 
some sports fi elds to reach Colonial Way.

Cross the road, which 
gives access to and from 

Stephenson Way (the arterial road on 
your left across the river), and continue 
on the riverside path. Cross Link Road 
and continue ahead to reach the viaduct 
which carries the West Coast Main Line.

Colne Valley Linear Park 
west of the A41

15.6

Post 45 from beneath the 
West Coast Main Line

15.7
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On the other side of the viaduct is Post 45. 
It is, unsurprisingly, a post of the railway 
obelisk style.

The maps on the information panels for 
Waterfi elds Park call this post simply “the 
obelisk”, without any hint to its purpose. 
The fact that every lett er of the inscription 
has been picked away (presumably for 
the scrap metal value) means that yet 
fewer people will have the opportunity 
to discover the Coal Tax connection. But 
perhaps its very anonymity should pose 
us some questions.

Why is it here? Many of the railway 
posts are either on the top of a cutt ing 
or the bott om of an embankment: this 
is just an extreme version of the type. 
Nobody on a train will see these, least 
of all the driver of a locomotive. Each of 
the railway companies had negotiated a 
‘pay-as-you-go’ scheme for the tax, which 
naturally included an exempt allowance 
for the coal used to power the locomotives.

So why were the obelisks needed at all?

That leads on to a second, larger question. 
Why were the rest of the posts needed? By the 1860s, nearly all 
the coal was carried (if it did not come in by sea) on the canals or, 
increasingly, the railways. The quantity of coal  trade carried by 
road and track was, to all intents and purposes, zero.

By 1860, London had expanded far beyond the boundary of the City 
of London. The Corporation of the City of London may have been 
feeling sidelined, and perhaps even impotent to guide London’s 
expansion — the City mott o of Domine dirige nos was not being 
matched by Corporatio dirige Londinium (that is, May God direct us, 
and May the Corporation direct London respectively).

Were the posts just a raging against the dying of the light of power, 
a showboating gesture? As noted earlier, it was for each parish to 

The Waterfi elds diver

Post 46, Water Lane
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erect the posts in its locality: 
was the Corporation building 
their wall and having the 
parishes pay for it?

Pass the obelisk, 
and press ahead 

through the park. Soon, you 
will come upon what looks at 
fi rst like the Michelin Man up 
in the air.

The Michelin Man?

Wait a minute, anyone may 
check that Michelin’s UK 
operation is headquartered in 
Stoke-on-Trent, not in Watford, 

so it cannot be that.  A closer look confi rms that the person on the 
statue-sculpture is far too svelte to be the tyre mascot, and also 
that he is poised on a diving-board. Look around again: this area 
is at a bend in the river, and it used to be a favourite (and free) 
swimming pool for the locals, most of whom could certainly have 
taken substantial hygienic benefi t from a dip in the river.

Bear left with the river at the diver; follow the path beneath a major 
road, and on to reach a smaller road, Water Lane.

Here you will fi nd another Waterfi elds statue-sculpture: this one 
depicts a man catching fi sh from the window of his house. Just 

ponder the fact that Water Lane 
is located just downstream 
from the pool full of grimy 
bodies. 

Turn left along 
Water Lane for 

about 80m, crossing a bridge 
over a former course of the 
River Colne.

On the right, by the Tesco fence, 
is Post 46.

Post 46 is a few metres from its 
original position, but at least 
road-widening has not been 
taken as an excuse to remove 
it to a museum or to another 
such location … or even to the 
burning fi ery furnace to release 
its scrap value.

Return to the riverside 
path, opposite the fenestral 

The old course of the River 
Colne, by Post 46

Posts 47 and 48, neutered 
on Watford High Street

15.8

15.0
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fi sherman, and continue beside the river for a few metres. Follow 
the path to the right of the back wall of the Tesco supermarket to 
emerge onto Lower High Street next to the fi re station.

This marks the end of this section.

Up to the right lies Watford High Street station, in the outermost 
Oyster zone. Beyond lies the centre of Watford, with its copious 
transport connections and full large-town facilities.

If you carry on up High Street, perhaps making for Watford 
Metropolitan Line station (it’s a half-hour walk), you may see Posts 
47 and 48. They have been relocated to act as mere traffi  c bollards. 
Some of the posts’ locations may be a bit dull, but at least they aren’t 
dull and fake, as these two are. It is painful to see them so neutered.
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CTC
16

Watford
to

Northwood

Start High Street, Watford — WD17  2DB

Finish Northwood, at rail bridge on boundary path — HA6  3BB

Distance 12.15km

Duration 2 hours 44 minutes

Ascent 186m

Access Buses and trains near start and end of section. Buses (non-TfL) at South Oxhey 
and Northwood HQ en route.

Facilities All facilities at start and near end of section. Shops and pubs near Bushey station 
en route; shop and café at South Oxhey en route.

16.1 Lower High Street, Watford, S of the fi re stn. 0m

16.2 SE to Local Board St; R; L; R against traffi  c fl ow; under rly; R/L; over fb ; L 
beside river; R in front of rly; L to rd; R; under rly R on Pinner Rd to stn.

1230m

16.3 Ahead;L on Capel Rd and to top; pass to R of playgd onto fi eld; cross 
Att enborough’s Fields to lane.

1380m

16.4 R; S then SE to Merry Hill; R and descend to Oxhey Lane. 1520m

16.5 L on Oxhey Lane to Post 49. 1150m

16.6 Return; L on Litt le Oxhey Lane; over rly then L to end of fi eld (Post 50) 1640m

16.7 Return; L to swimming pool; R to Litt le Oxhey Lane; L to Lytham Ave; L; 
ahead to fi eld; R; edge of fi elds; at two stiles, W to gate into Nanscot Wood.

1440m

16.8 Path ahead; R (Loop); over streams; L (WNW) to car park; L to Sandy Lane. 1540m

16.9 L; L on Sandy Lane to post 51. 1670m

16.10 R on enclosed path across fi ve streets to post 52. 1550m

16.11 Ahead to fb  over rly. 30m
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This section starts 
on Lower High 

Street in Watford, just south of 
the fi re station.

Up to the right lies Watford 
High Street station, in the 
outermost TfL zone. Beyond 
lies the centre of Watford, 
with its copious transport 
connections and full range of 
facilities.

Walk downhill 
and south-west 

on Lower High Street, crossing 
to the right-hand pavement 

at the light-controlled pedestrian crossing. Turn right into the 
splendidly bathetic Local Board Street to reach the Pump House 
Theatre; turn left beyond the theatre to reach Dalton Way, part of 
the infamous Bushey Arches one-way system. Turn right, following 
the pavement against the fl ow of traffi  c. Cross the access road to … 
what is the collective noun? … a trolley-load of superstores, and 
continue beneath a railway viaduct (carrying the Watford DC line 
of London Overground).

Cross the next road, and turn right briefl y: this is Thomas Sawyer 
Way. Not Mark Twain’s creation, though — the road is named after 
a local lad killed on duty in Afghanistan. Turn left onto a footpath 
which leads to a footbridge over the River Colne; cross the bridge 
into Oxhey Park and turn left.

This is a novel experience: you are now bordering the River Colne, 
but you are walking upstream for a change. Continue along the 
riverside until the railway viaduct looms close, then turn right to 
climb out of the valley.

A left turn leads under the railway (Watford DC Overground again) 
to Lower High Street; turn right to the roundabout. Cross Eastbury 
Road and pass beneath the railway (this time it is the West Coast 
Main Line). Cross Pinner Road, and turn right up to the entrnce to 
Bushey station.

Here, there are train connections on the Watford DC Overground 
line to London Euston.

Continue up Pinner Road, crossing the end of 
Aldenham Road to reach the junction of Capel Road, 

where turn left.

There used to be a post here, but it has vanished long ago.

At  the next crossroads, there are local shops, including a bakery. 
This will make up, in part at least, for the loss of the excellent café 
opposite the station entrance.

16.1

16.2
The Dell, Oxhey Park

16.3
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Cross Villiers Road into Lower 
Paddock Road. Take its bend to 
the right, and continue to the 
top, where a park forms the 
left-hand side of the road.

Ahead, you will see a children’s 
playground. Keep this close 
on the left, and pass into a 
fi eld beyond. Do not make the 
mistake of entering an area of 
allotment gardens farther over 
to the right. This area is known 
as Att enborough’s Fields, after 
the owners of Haydon Hill House, ahead on the left.

Keep close, but not too close, to the right-hand edge of the fi rst long 
fi eld — to the left of a few trees which are in the fi eld on the right, 
but still under the branches (as in the picture).

Horses are grazed in this fi eld, so be careful not to disturb them. 
In no way emulate a family of reprobates who, while this section 
was being researched, allowed their dog to run loose amongst the 
animals (which included some very young foals). Such behaviour is 
intolerable — there is no more emollient word.

Go through the gate at the far end of the fi eld, and cross the next 
fi eld to another gate in the middle of its eastern side. This leads to 
a path running at right angles, known as the Greenway: turn right.

There is a cairn of Hertfordhire puddingstone — fl int pebbles 
encased in younger quartz  — next to the gate.

Follow the Greenway for about 130m, then 
bear half-left on a path which keeps trees 

on the left. In the far corner of this fi eld, bear right, then 
immediately round to your left, to pick up a path with a 
hedge-line on your left: you will now be travelling in a 
south-easterly direction. Within a few metres, the path 
passes between the hedge and some trees on the right, 
continuing on its south-easterly bearing for about 400m.

Cross into an open fi eld (Merry Hill), and turn right. 
Descend steadily at the right-hand edge of the fi elds, 
crossing the fi nal fi eld a litt le to the left of the edge, to 
come out onto Oxhey Lane.

Directly opposite, Carpenders Avenue leads, in 800m, to 
Carpenders Park station (Overground services). There are 
shops on each side of the railway.

To continue, turn left onto Oxhey Lane and 
follow the left-hand pavement for about 

800m, where you will reach the junction with Litt le Oxhey 
Lane; 320m on, Post 49 is at the fi rst house, The Hollies.

Att enborough’s Fields

Post 49, Oxhey Lane

16.5
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It may have been a trudge along the busy road, but there is some 
recompense when you see the post. It seems to stand on a litt le 
arched plinth. In fact most posts have this design, but the plinth is 
buried for stability. Here, there is litt le or no vulnerability, so it is 
possible to show off  “the works”.

Having registered Post 49, you will need to turn back 
on yourself to the junction with Litt le Oxhey Lane. 

Cross at the junction: the pavement on Litt le Oxhey Lane is on 
the right-hand side (by the garden centre). In 1km, you will have 
passed the houses which form the southern edge of Carpenders 
Park, and you will have crossed the West Coast Main Line railway 
on its pedestrian bridge. Footpaths run along the west side of the 
railway to north and south.

The path to the north forms another link route to Carpenders Park 
station (Overground services), taking about 1.1km to do so.

Cross the road, and take the southbound footpath (signposted as 
the London Loop) alongside the railway. After about 300m, having 
passed a new electricity substation, you will come to a signpost, 
directing Loop walkers diagonally across the next fi eld.

Post 50 is on the railway land here, but is probably only visible 
during the leafl ess winter period.

Return to the substation, and take the path on the left, 
leading towards a brick building, passing a football 

ground on your left. This is Altham Way, and the brick building is 
the Sir James Altham Swimming Pool. Turn right at the pool, and 
follow Altham Way out to Litt le Oxhey Lane.

Sir James Altham was seventeenth-century landowner at Oxhey, 
and was the son of James Altham, a lawyer and parliamentary 
draftsman.

Turn left into Litt le Oxhey Lane, and follow the left-hand footpath 
the short distance to the junction (on the left) with Lytham Avenue, 
in South Oxhey.

Ahead, there is a small 
shopping parade which has a 
convenience shop and a small 
café.

Turn left (or, if you are 
returning from the shops, 
right) onto Lytham Avenue, 
using its right-hand pavement. 
Go all the way to the end of 
the road, then continue ahead 
through the squeeze-barrier 
and out into a fi eld. Turn right, 
and follow the right-hand 
edge of two fi elds to reach a 

Felled tree, Oxhey Wood

16.7

16.6
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cluster of stiles, with London 
Loop signposts. Continue to 
the west, following the Loop in 
its anti-clockwise course (the 
clockwise course heads off  to 
the farm on your left), keeping 
close to the edge of the fi eld, 
where you will follow the Loop 
into Nanscot Wood.

You will soon fi nd 
fi nd that you are 

ascending a path with a broad 
swathe of grass on your left, 
all within the wood. Keep an eye open for a stake on the right, 
ushering the Loop to the right. Follow the Loop here as it crosses 
two plank bridges, with housing not far away on your right. When 
you reach a major cross-path, take it to the left (west). The presence 
of a large felled tree on your left, a litt le way along this track, will 
confi rm that you are on the right route. Climb with the path, pad 
wooden sculptures in a hollow to the right, and then a “green man” 
sculpture to the left, to reach a car park.

Cross the car park, and turn left along the road to a junction at the 
barbed wire of the perimeter of NATO’s Northwood Headquarters.

Turn left onto the main road, then soon bear left into 
Sandy Lane (with its No through road sign). Follow 

Sandy Lane up to and over its summit to arrive 
at the boundary with the London Borough of 
Hillingdon, where Post 51 stands sentinel on the 
left-hand side of the road at the traffi  c barrier.

This point marks the highest point in the London 
Borough of Hillingdon.

Go through the traffi  c barrier 
and turn right along an enclosed 

footpath which, after a bend to the left andthen 
to the right, picks up the boundary between 
Hertfordshire (on the right) and London (on the 
left).

The maps seem to suggest that the path is actually 
within the London Borough of Hillingdon.

Follow the path as it rises and falls: fi rstly, you will 
cross Watford Road, then the smaller Mountview. 
Next, Frithwood Avenue will abut the path on 
your left. After that, in quick succession, you will 
cross Eastbury Avenue, Litt le Stream Close, and 
Eastbury Road. After another stretch of lane, you 
will come out at a crossing path, just before a 
railway footbridge.

Post 51, Pott er Street Hill

16.10

Post 52, beside the
Metropolitan Line

16.8

16.9



16 – 6 Coal Tax Circuit © 2018-22 IG Liddell

Ahead, on the right, is Post 52. It is a railway post, so its style is as 
an obelisk. However, it is not a towering piece like Post 21 in the 
Lee Valley, or even the neutered Post 45 in Watford. It is a poor, 
dull, iron contraption which resembles nothing more inspiring than 
a rusty barbecue cheminée.

If you take the path on the left, you will arrive at Northwood station 
(Metropolitan Line) in 650m: as well as the trains, there are local 
buses to Uxbridge, Ruislip, Pinner, Hanwell and Watford.

Advance to the footbridge, which carries the path 
over the Metropolitan Line and the Chiltern line to 

Amersham and Aylesbury.

This point marks the end of this section.

16.11
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CTC
17

Northwood
to

Batchworth

Start Northwood, at rail bridge on boundary path — HA6  3BB

Finish Batchworth, Harefi eld Road at Stockers Farm Road — WD3  1NP

Distance 6.51km

Duration 1 hour 27 minutes

Ascent 91m

Access Bus and train near start of section and 1.5km distant from end of section. Bus at 
Batchworth Heath and The Shrubs en route.

Facilities Pubs at Batchworth Heath and Woodcock Hill en route.

17.1 Northwood, E side of Metropolitan Line on boundary path 0m

17.2 Over bridge; ahead to post 53. 550m

17.3 Ahead to rd opp post 55. 860m

17.4 R; bend L to cross White Hill at jct; L (Loop) parallel to rd and through 
woods to T-jct of paths; L (S) to car park.

1830m

17.5 R; R on Shrubs Rd to post 57. 430m

17.6 Ahead; L at Rose and Crown to Post 58. 1120m

17.7 R to Harefi eld Rd; L; R on path onto Juniper Hill; L edge of golf course; at 
fences on L, L to Sherfi eld Ave; L to Harefi eld Rd; R to Stockers Farm Rd.

1720m
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This section starts on the Northwood 
boundary path, at the east side of the 

footbridge over the Metropolitan Line, by Post 52, to 
the north of Northwood station (Metropolitan Line).

Northwood station is 650m south of the start of the 
section: as well as the trains, there are local buses from 
Uxbridge, Ruislip, Pinner and Watford.

From the station, turn left and cross Green Lane into 
Eastbury Road. The Northwood “Green man” wood 
sculpture is over on your right. Pass an offi  ce block on 
your left, then pick up a footpath which veers left from 
the road, and follows the railway tracks northwards 
until Post 52 is encountered at the footbridge.

Cross the footbridge, noting the quaint 
“London Tramways” junction box on the 

left at the west end of the bridge. Continue along the 
boundary path, crossing Sandy Lodge Way. After about 
550m, just beyond a left-and-right pair of bends, you 

will see Post 53 on the right-hand side of the path, in school land. 
Continue ahead, crossing Kewferry Road.

This street became famous in the 1970s as the location for fi lming 
outdoor scenes of The Good Life on BBC television.

Continue westwards: beyond Kewferry Road, the path 
loses its suburban trimmings. Cross beneath some 

power lines, then climb through woodland to reach Farm Road, a 
crossing track.

From Kewferry Road, the route is coincident with the London 
Loop: this leads you alongside fi elds and through woodland, and 
out onto Rickmansworth Road, opposite Post 55.

Turn right opposite the post, and follow 
the road round to the left, crossing the end 

of Batchworth Lane. Advance across the heath on the 
right-hand side of the road to the corner of a car park, 
opposite a wooden bus shelter and at the junction with 
White Hill (road).

Buses on the 331 route run from the shelter to Harefi eld 
and Uxbridge; from the stop just round the corner on 
White Hill, they run to Northwood and Ruislip. Do not 
att empt to walk along the pavementless White Hill: 
it is one of the most dangerous roads in the area for 
pedestrians.

Ahead, you will see Ye Olde Greene Manne, which 
provides food and drink during opening hours, the 
food from a standard chain-pub menu. Trust me, just 
trust me — keep well clear of the Prince of Wales “pub” 
on the bend opposite Batchworth Lane.

17.1

17.2

Post 53, Northwood

17.4
Post 55, on
Batchworth Heath

17.3
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Cross the road just beyond the White Hill junction, near 
the edge of the car park for Ye Olde Greene Manne, and 
take direction from the London Loop signs, which lead 
you on a path parallel to White Hill. After about 400m, 
the path parts company with the road, and crosses 
beneath power lines.

After about 750m of pressing through the woodland, 
the path comes to a T-junction, with the Loop sign 
pointing to the right (northwards). Here, turn left and 
follow the path southwards to reach Bishop’s Wood car 
park. Exit onto White Hill, and turn right. Ahead, you 
will come to the junction with Jackets Lane.

On the left at the junction, Post 56 used to stand, but it 
has been gone for many years.

Jackets Lane may well be derived from jaggers, itinerant 
peddlers. Certainly, it forms part of a very old route 
linking the Chess Valley with Harrow and London.

Bear right with the road at Batt lers Wells 
farm, and advance to the next junction, by 

some houses. This litt le area is known as The Shrubs.

Ahead, there are bus stops on the 331 route: on the 
left for Harefi eld and Uxbridge, and on the right for 
Northwood and Ruislip.

Turn right onto Shrubs Road: the left-hand hedge defi nes 
the boundary between London and Hertfordshire. 
Where the road bends (and the boundary continues in 
a straight line), you will fi nd Post 57 on the left.

Continue along what is now called 
Woodcock Hill to a road junction by the 

Rose and Crown Inn. 

This ancient inn stands half-way between Harefi eld 
and Rickmansworth, and advertises itself as a dining 
pub.

17.5

Post 57 (top)
and 68 (above)

Rose and Crown Inn (left)

17.6
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Turn left at the Rose and Crown, 
and follow the right-hand side 
of Rickmansworth Road (it is 
pavementless, so take care) to 
reach Post 58 on the left-hand 
side of the road.

Across the road 
from the post, a 

signpost indicates a footpath 
which crosses a fi eld: when 
you get into the fi eld, aim 
diagonally to the right. At the 
bott om, pass through a gap 
and left into another fi eld. 
Cross this diagonally to reach 
Harefi eld Road at the entrance 

to Fieldways Farm.

Turn left down Harefi eld Road: there is no pavement. The road 
makes a bend to the left at a road sign: carry straight on into a fi eld, 
and follow the footpath up onto Juniper Hill. There is a golf course 
on the right, keep ahead either on the edge of the course or through 
woodland. Eventually, you will see garden fences on the left, and a 
path will veer off  the caddy track to the left. This path descends to 
Sherfi eld Avenue.

Turn left, and walk out to reach Harefi eld Road again. Turn right, 
and descend to the next road on the left, Stockers Farm Road.

This marks the end of this section.

If you continue along Harefi eld Road to the White Bear pub and 
turn left, you will reach Rickmansworth. Take the second exit off  
the roundabout, and follow the road to Barclays Bank. Turn left 
along High Street for all the town facilities. Station Road is off  to 
the right at the other end of the shopping street, and leads to the 
Metropolitan Line station. Buses (not Oyster-valid) here connect 
with Watford, Uxbridge, Amersham and Hemel Hempstead.

Stockers Farm

17.7
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CTC
18

Batchworth
to

South Harefi eld

Start Batchworth, Harefi eld Road at Stockers Farm Road — WD3  1NP

Finish Harefi eld, Moorhall Road at Grand Union Canal — UB9  6PD

Distance 9.38km

Duration 1 hour 55 minutes

Ascent 30.0m

Access Buses and trains at Rickmansworth 1.5km distant from start of section. Buses at 
end of section. Buses near Harefi eld Lock en route.

Facilities Pub and shops at end of section. Pub at Harefi eld Lock en route.

18.1 Harefi eld Road at Stockers Fm Road 0m

18.2 WSW almost to fm; L; R; L on lane; R round fi eld and up to Post 59. 1220m

18.3 Return to fm rd; L/R to canal; over br; S to Post 60 1430m

18.4 Cross streamlet on R; L to weir; R for about 500m until trees obscure lake on 
R (site of Post 61).

850m

18.5 Return to weir; cross; L; path almost to rd; ahead between rd and lake; ahead 
on rd to Drayton Ford (Post 62).

980m

18.6 Return S on road to canal at Springwell Lock. 820m

18.7 R on towpath to Harefi eld Lock. 1790m

18.8 Continue on towpath past Black Jack’s Lock to Broadwater Lock. 1740m



18 – 2 Coal Tax Circuit © 2018-22 IG Liddell

This section of 
the Coal Tax 

Circuit route starts at the 
junction of Harefi eld Road 
and Stockers Farm Road in 
Batchworth, on the south side 
of Rickmansworth.

Rickmansworth station is 
1.5km from the start of the 
section; buses (which are not 
Oyster-valid) link the station 
with Uxbridge, Denham  
Watford, St Albans, Hertford, 
Ware, Harlow, Amersham and 
Hemel Hempstead.

From the station, turn right, then right under the tracks into Station 
Road. At the foot of Station Road, turm left along High Street, then 
right at Barclays Bank, keeping to the left-hand pavement beyond 
the bank. Pass the church to reach a roundabout: continue ahead, 
crossing to the right-hand pavement at a pedestrian crossing. Turn 
right at the White Bear public house, and follow Harefi eld Road 

through three bends to reach Stockers 
Farm Road.

Walk westwards on Stockers 
Farm Road, passing a school 

and waterworks on the left. Pass a gate 
and follow the farm access road towards 
another gate, which gives access to the 
farm. Before reaching this gate, turn left to 
follow the right-hand edge of a fi elf as it 
climbs from the road. Bear right then left 
to pick up the lane running southwards.

After about 70m, turn right to keep a 
hedge-line on your right, and follow it as 
the fi eld edge curves to the left. Continue 
to the edge of a wood, where Post 59 will 
be found on the left-hand side.

The boundary crosses here, with the 
London Borough of Hillingdon ahead. 
This is an ancient path which leads out 
of the Colne valley and up to Harefi eld. It 
was much used for centuries by travellers 
and traders (including the jaggers who 
are noted at The Shrubs in section 17), and 
possibly by armies which (via the word 
hær, which is still the Danish word for 
‘army’) gave Harefi eld its name.

18.1

18.2

Post 59, between Stockers 
Farm and Harefi eld

Stockers Farm
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Return to the farm access 
road, and continue ahead 

until clear of the buildings on the left: 
there may well be horse transport parked. 
Turn left, then right to leave the farm by 
its northern access road. Cross the canal 
by the bridge, then corkscrew down to 
your right to join the towpath and pass 
beneath the bridge.

Follow the towpath with the canal on your 
left. Approximately 600m after emerging 
from beneath the bridge, you will come to 
Post 60, in the “canal obelisk” style. Note 
the bench-mark at the foot of the obelisk.

Continue ahead on the 
towpath. There is a path 

on your right, with a streamlet (which is 
usually almost dry) between the towpath 
and this path. Look out for a gap which 
allows you to cross to the other path 
(using brushwood to help you ford 
the streamlet), and continue westwards on this path, which is in 
a nature reserve. The path gradually drifts away from the canal, 
bending right then left to keep a lake close by on the right.

This is Stocker’s Lake, and you will probably see a fair number of 
birdwatchers, binoculars and cameras trained on the lake. At certain 
times of the year, the lake is home to many terns.

You will emerge into a clearing beside a handsome weir, which 
lets the River Colne descend slightly in a managed fashion, with a 
bridge across the water above the weir.

Do not cross the bridge, but continue with the river on your left 
(as you travel upstream, and 
Stocker’s Lake on your right. 
Walk about 500m, by which 
time you will be travelling 
in an easterly direction, until 
there is a bank of trees  on 
your right, obscuring the lake.

At this point, Post 61 was 
erected on the other side of 
the river, at the foot of the 
Shire Ditch.

At the time that the canal was 
dug, there was considerable 
anxiety over river levels from 
millers who needed suffi  cient 
waterfl ow, and this post 

Grand Union Canal
from road bridge
at Stockers Lock

Posts 60 (left)
and 62 (right)

on the canal and at Drayton 
Ford respectively

18.3

18.4
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became a water gauge to monitor the draw-off  of Colne 
water to feed the canal.

Return to the weir, and cross the bridge. 
Turn to the left, now walking in the 

direction of fl ow of the River Colne. After about 120m, 
you will make out a road ahead, through the hedge. 
The path bends to the right here, running between the 
road and Inns Lake. It emerges onto the road opposite a 
car park. Turn right along the road to reach a bridge. on 
the left, before the bridge, is Post 62.

Continue out to the main road for buses to 
Rickmansworth.

Return along the road, but do not rejoin 
the path opposite the car park. Take the 

road as far as the canal, and gain the towpath at the fi rst 
opportunity.

Turn right onto the towpath, with the 
canal on your left-hand side. Follow the 

towpath past a sewage works until you reach a cluster 
of buildings on each side at the approach to Harefi eld 
Lock.

There is the unexpected view of a traffi  c light ahead, but 
this is to regulate the fl ow over the canal bridge, which 
is only wide enough for one vehicle. Pass beneath the 
road, irrespective of the phase of the lights.

On your right is the Coy Carp inn, which off ers food 
and drink during opening times.

Beyond the pub, the towpath continues. 
You will rise to cross an old wharf 

entrance, then again to negotiate a meeting with the 
River Colne, where an elegant rectangular weir helps it 
on its downward course. Soon after the weir, you will 
arrive at Black Jack’s Mill and Lock.

The mill has operated as an inn at times, but currently 
advertises itself as a bed-and-breakfast establishment 
with takeaway baked goods.

As you drop down at the lock to go under the access 
road to the mill building, notice the date set into the 
downstream lock wall, indicating the rebuilding of the 
lock in 1870.

Keep to the towpath, taking note of the large reptile on 
the lawn across the canal.

At the next bridge (now disused), you will see a prime 
example of the eff ect of years of tow-rope friction. The 
horses pulling the barges had to follow the towpath, 

18.6

Above: Heron by the canal 
near Springwell Lake
Below: Tow-ropes grind 
down iron butt resses on 
abutments

18.8

18.5

18.7
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and where the canal narrowed at a bridge, the ropes rubbed against 
the bridge. In the end, the bridge was strengthened with iron, but 
the tow-ropes ate the iron too.

Beyond the bridge, there is a short stretch of towpath before 
Widewater Lock (also known as Broadwater Lock) is reached.  Pass 
the lock and go underneath Moorhall Road, then turn up to the 
right to reach the road.

This marks the end of this section.

On the left, there is a pub, with a bus stop for services on the 331 
route to Uxbridge. Across the road, the bus stop serves Harefi eld, 
Northwood and Ruislip.

If you turn to the right (back across the canal), you will soon reach 
some shops beyond the Uxbridge-bound bus stop on Moorhall Road 
(the Ruislip-bound stop is across the road), including a convenience 
shop and a fi sh-and-chip shop.

Grand Union Canal
Jack’s Lock
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CTC
19

South Harefi eld
to

Iver Lane

Start Harefi eld, Moorhall Road at Grand Union Canal — UB9  6PD

Finish Uxbridge, Iver Lane at West London Industrial Park — UB8  2JG

Distance 9.21km

Duration 1 hour 52 minutes

Ascent 24m

Access Bus at start of section and near end of section. Bus and Tube at Uxbridge, 700m 
distant from Oxford Rd en route.

Facilities Pub and shops at start of section. Pub near end of section. Pubs at Denham, 
Oxford Rd, and St John’s Rd en route. All facilities in Uxbridge.

19.1 Moorhall Road at Grand Union Canal 0m

19.2 SW to Savay Lane, where L to post 64. 1340m

19.3 Return to fp on L; L beneath rly; R/L to Denham Place; L to rd. 1400m

19.4 Ahead; where rd turns R, ahead on fp; river on R to Country Park centre. 1040m

19.5 Ahead on path to canal, where R to A40. 1150m

19.6 Ahead to Swan and Bott le pub; R on Oxford Rd to river bridge (Marker 65). 1380m

19.7 Return to canal; R to St John’s Road; R to Cowley Mill Rd; past rbt to Post 66. 1370m

19.8 Return to rbt; R on Cowley Mill Rd; R after bridge on Longbridge Way to 
river, where L; follow riverside path to Iver Lane.

1730m
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This section of the 
Coal Tax Circuit 

route starts on Moorhall Road 
in Harefi eld, by the Grand 
Union Canal.

To the south-west, there is a 
pub, with adjacent bus stops 
off ering links with Uxbridge, 
Northwood and Ruislip on 
the 331 route. Across the canal 
at the top of the hill, there are 
other bus stops on the same 

route, with shops taking the corner at the mini-roundabout.

Walk south-westwards on Moorhall Road, past the 
pub. At the Green Bridge (county boundary), cross 

the River Colne and continue ahead. Here, the street-name changes 
from Moorhall Road to Moorfi eld Road.

Note the curious triangular space on the left as you approach 
Savay Lane. In fact, the hedge on the left follows the original road 
line, which came to a T-junction on Savay Lane. The junction was 
smoothed out about a century ago.

Turn left onto Savay Lane and go past the houses on the right. 
Before reaching the newer houses of Savay Close, reach an enclosed 
footpath on the right. 

Ahead are the gates to Savay Farm, where access to see Post 64 is 
frowned upon most distinctly. Since the post is not in its original 
position, such relative inaccessibility is of lesser concern.

Turn right (following a South Bucks Way signpost) 
into the enclosed path and follow it to its far end. Bear 

left on the Pyghtle Path to the railway bridge.

Up a fl ight of stairs on your right, Denham station has links with 
Marylebone and intermediate stations on the Chiltern line: Oyster 
cards are not valid on the trains to and from Denham.

If, on emerging from the enclosed path, you follow the street out to 
the right, you will reach the junction of Moorfi eld Road and North 
Orbital Road: buses for Harefi eld, Northwood and Ruislip are 
across Moorfi eld Road to the right, while round to the left, buses to 
Uxbridge leave from the shopping parade. Buses on the 331 route 
accept Oyster cards.

The range of businesses on Station Parade includes (inter alia) two 
convenience shops, a pharmacy, a chain bakery, and a café. There is 
access up the hill to Denham station from the far end of the parade.

The meaning of pyghtle, (which is elsewhere rendered as pightle 
or even — as in Nuneaton, for instance — as pingle) is uncertain, 
but the most likely option is that the word means a piece of land 
enclosed by a hedge.

19.1

19.2
Approach to Savay Lane;
the original line of the road 
is delineated by the hedge on 
the left

19.3
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Pass underneath the railway, then turn 
left and right to walk away from the 
embankment. There are separate paths for 
pedestrians and horses, but you should 
expect that local cyclists will have churned 
up both.

As you walk along the path, you will 
see a footpath sign north of the wall 
enclosing Denham Place. This crosses a 
piece of enclosed land which is a possible 
contender for the pyghtle.

Walk out to a pair of ornate wrought-iron 
gates on the right at the end of the Pyghtle 
Path: behind the gates lies Denham Place.

Denham Place estate was owned by 
Westminster Abbey until after the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries: it was 
bought by Sir Roger Hill, High Sheriff  of 
Buckinghamshire. He built a new house 
on the site during the fi nal decade of the 
seventeenth century. His formal gardens 
with geometrical canal did not survive 
the landscaping (possibly by Capability Brown) of the eighteenth 
century, when the house was in the possession of the Way family. 
During the twentieth century, the house was owned by Lord and 
Lady Vansitt art: it was converted into offi  ces in the 1980s.

Turn left at the end of the Pyghtle Path to reach the 
road running through Denham village.

On the left, you will pass the Green Man and Swan inns: other pubs 
are available in the village.

Beyond the Swan, houses in the same architectural style line the 
left-hand side of the road, while on the opposite side, the houses 
are larger and of generally later date. You may note a plaque on 
one house which indicates that Ben Nicholson OM (artist) was 
born therein: a litt le farther on is the Dutch-gabled Hills House 
(seventeenth-century and Grade II* listed) where Sir John Mills 
(actor) spent many years of his long life.

A previous owner of Hills House was Sir Alexander Korda, the 
Hungarian-born British fi lm mogul who established the Denham 
Film Studios, whose Art Deco buildings on the North Orbital Road 
have now been converted into fl ats.

Beyond Hills House, continue past the church to the point where 
the road takes a bend to the right, just before a bridge over the River 
Misbourne: a signpost ushers the South Bucks Way ahead through 
a kissing gate on the left-hand side of the road. Follow the South 
Bucks Way through the gate, and out to the edge of a golf course.

Gates of Denham Place at
the end of the Pyghtle Path

19.4



19 – 4 Coal Tax Circuit © 2018-22 IG Liddell

Keep the bank of the River 
Misbourne close by on your 
right: do not cross a bridge on 
the right, but continue ahead. 
On your right, you will soon 
see the Visitor Centre for the 
Colne Valley Regional Park.

There is a simple café with 
somewhat penitential toilets in 
the Visitor Centre.

The Colne Valley Regional Park 
was established in 1967, and 
covers the corridor along the 
river between Rickmansworth 
and what we now ought to refer 
to as Staines-upon-Thames.

The valley is the fi rst real countryside area to the west of London, 
and its conservation is important for the local residents. The area 
has been subjected to much gravel extraction, and the resulting 
waterscapes form an important aspect of the character of the Park. 
The building of the M25 (completed in 1986) intensifi ed the need 
for considerate conservation of the area of the Park, and a thorough 
review was commissioned for the Park’s fi ftieth birthday.

The Colne Valley Trail/Way (the designation changes part-way 
along) traverses the Park from Rickmansworth to Staines: the 
Ver-Colne Valley Walk, met on the Coal Tax Circuit route north of 
Watford and followed into the town centre, may be linked via the 
Ebury Path between Watford and Rickmansworth.

Continue on the South Bucks Way, passing to the left 
of a play area which has recently been expanded in a 

rather insensitive manner, thus compromising the sett ing of a fi ne 
heron sculpture (the picture was taken before the compromise).

Cross over the access road leading to 
the Buckinghamshire golf course, and 
continue ahead, following a signpost for 
the canal.  At the far end of a large fi eld, rise 
to cross the River Colne by a footbridge, 
and advance along the footpath to reach 
the towpath of the Grand Union Canal.

To the left, you will see Denham Lock: the 
cott age to the left of the towpath has a tea 
garden.

Denham Lock is the deepest lock (3.37m)
on the Grand Union Canal. Just above the 
lock, the Frays River (a distributary of the 
River Colne, cut in the eighteenth century 

Denham village, with the 
Mills/Korda residence
(Hills House) at the far end

Heron sculpture, Colne 
Valley Regional Park
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to power the mills in Uxbridge) 
passes beneath the canal.

Turn right to keep the canal 
on your left. The A40 (Western 
Avenue) begins to loom up 
ahead, and just before it is 
reached, the towpath moves 
to the other side of the canal 
by a crossover bridge. Turn 
to the right to keep to the 
towpath, ignoring a path 
which continues ahead from 
the descent off  the bridge.

Pass underneath 
the busy and noisy road, and follow the towpath as 

the canal approaches Uxbridge and New Denham — it is really 
Uxbridge, but is administratively in Buckinghamshire.

A litt le way beyond the A40, a branch of the Colne enters the canal 
from the other side, the water diverted at a weir to the west. This 
gives the waterfl ow some force.

About 700m from the A40 crossing, you will see the need for this 
fl ow, as a channel breaks off  to the right. This channel powered 
the King’s Mill: there was a mill on this site since Saxon times (the 
channel clearly predates the canal, which borrowed the route), and 
it gave its name to a popular brand of bread. The area has now been 
converted to housing of negligible architectural interest.

Continue along the towpath to another crossover bridge, beyond 
which is a large pub car park adjacent to the towpath. Leave the 
towpath and walk through the car park to reach Oxford Road.

The Swan and Bott le pub (which used to be two adjacent pubs — 
guess what the two names were!) off ers food and drink during 
opening hours. Off  to the left is 
the centre of Uxbridge, which 
has all facilities: take High Street 
ahead (the road is stopped up) 
after crossing Sanderson Road 
at the traffi  c lights. It is about 
700m to Uxbridge station, for 
the Metropolitan and Piccadilly 
lines, and for local buses.

Uxbridge has been around 
since Saxon times (like the 
mill). It played its part in 
the Civil War: there was an 
abortive att empt to end the war 
(the Crown and Treaty pub is 
said to be the location). As we 

The crossover bridge on 
he Grand Union Canal,

just north of the A40,
seen from the north

The King’s Mill race leaves 
the canal at the north end of 

King’s Island
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Post 66, near the end of
Cowley Mill Road

now know, the talks failed, and King Charles galloped off  through 
Uxbridge and Hillingdon.

On exiting the pub car park, turn to the right to reach the bridge 
over the River Colne.  Cross Oxford Road where you can.

The river still has two branches at this point — the main course 
to the west and the mill course to the east. The mill course is the 
boundary; a marker (“Post” 65 ) is set into the parapet of the bridge 
above that course.

Return to the canal: there is an access route to the 
towpath through a gate adjacent to the offi  ce building 

on the right. In the event that this access is closed off , you will need 
to cross the road to the car park of the Swan and Bott le Inn, and take 
the towpath beneath Oxford Road.

Follow the towpath to the south-south-west past a fl otilla of 
boats, some residential in nature, othersdescending 
into dilapidation; after a bend, it takes up a southerly 
bearing. About 850m after leaving Oxford Road behind, 
leave the towpath and rise to the right to join St John’s 
Road.

There are pubs and shops in the vicinity, and Uxbridge 
town centre lies about 850m on the left. Note that the 
buses which serve St John’s Road are not TfL buses, so 
Oyster cards are not valid.

Turn right and follow the right-hand pavement of 
St John’s Road for 450m to the roundabout where 
Cowley Mill Road enters from the left. Just beyond the 
roundabout, the road begins to rise to cross the Long 
Bridge over the River Colne. Continue for a short way 
to a speed-limit sign.

Keep your eyes peeled, training them on the ground near 
your right foot in the neighbourhood of the speed-limit 
sign — post 66 is well hidden below pavement level 
on the right, behind the fence and shrouded in the 
undergrowth.

Post 65, set into the parapet 
of the bridge
over the River Colne
on Oxford Road,
and the downstream view
of the western course
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Cross the road and return to the roundabout, turning 
right into Cowley Mill Road. Pass Brook House on the 

right, then (just before Culvert Lane on the left) turn right. This is 
Longbridge Way, signposted for the Cowley Mill Trading Estate. 
You are now back on the London Loop, which you will follow to the 
end of this section (and beyond). This area is known as Uxbridge 
Moor.

The rather unexciting Longbridge Way leads the route to a traffi  c 
barrier and on to the banks of the River Colne, where the landscape 
improves for a time. Follow the path along the river, with the water 
to your right. In the succeeding 1.3km, the land to the left becomes 
steadily more industrialised, ending with the bleak West London 
Industrial Park, where the path rises to meet Iver Lane. This section 
of the route ends here, and the Coal Tax Circuit continues by turning 
right to cross the bridge over the River Colne.

If you turn left, in 200m you will reach the Grand Union Canal, with 
the Malt Shovel Inn on the far side of the bridge on the right: food 
and drink are served during opening hours.

A further 400m in the same direction will take you to Cowley Road, 
with buses on the 222 route to Uxbridge (travelling from right to 
left) and Hounslow via West Drayton (left to right).

19.8
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CTC
20

Iver Lane
to

Colnbrook

Start Uxbridge, Iver Lane at West London Industrial Park — UB8  2JG

Finish Colnbrook, Ye Olde George Inn — SL3  0LX

Distance 9.91km

Duration 2 hours 05 minutes

Ascent 41m

Access Bus near start of section and at end of section, and near Trout Lane and Thorney 
Mill Road en route.

Facilities Pub near start of section. Pubs and shop at end of section. Pub on Thorney Mill 
Road and transport café on A4 en route.

20.1 Iver Lane at West London Industrial Park 0m

20.2 W on Iver Lane across br to posts 67 and 68. 60m

20.3 L (Loop); cross river at Litt le Britain; continue S to Slough Arm at post 69. 1770m

20.4 S (Trout Lane) to fb  on R; cross fb ; follow path L then R; post 70 over to L. 1030m

20.5 Ahead; cross Colne Brook; L under rly; skirt L edge of golf course to lane. 1000m

20.6 R to Thorney Mill Rd; L to Posts 72 and 73. 1070m

20.7 Return; L just beyond pub; L through barrier; before br, R beneath M25. 1110m

20.8 L with embkt on L; along L edge of fi eld; R; double back to cross M4. 1550m

20.9 R/L past sewage wks; bear R through gate; L on bridleway to cross A4. 1660m

20.10 L of café to Mill Street; L at shop on Park Rd to br (Posts 77 and 78). 570m

20.11 Return, passing shop, to Ye Olde George Inn. 90m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route 
starts on Iver Lane in Uxbridge, just west 

of the West London Industrial Park at the approach to 
the bridge over the River Colne.

The start of the section is 200m west of the Malt Shovel 
Inn, which off ers food and drink during opening hours, 
and 600m west of the Station Road bus stops on Cowley 
High Street. The 222 bus route links Uxbridge, West 
Drayton, and Hounslow, serving these stops.

Rise to the bridge on the right-hand 
pavement: just before reaching the 

parapet, you will see Post 67 behind the fence. At the 
east end of the north parapet, just beyond Post 67, is a 
plaque which counts as Post 68.

Cross the bridge, and immediately take 
a footpath down to the left, keeping the 

River Colne on your left. Follow the riverside, ignoring 
footpaths which lead into fi elds on the right, all the way 
to a footbridge, where cross to the other side of the river.

This area is known as Litt le Britain Lakes, and is a haven 
for bird life.

Beyond the bridge, if you continue straight ahead for 
800m, you will reach bus stops on the 222 route, close 
to the former Paddington Packet Boat Inn.

Beginning service in 1801, the Paddington Packet was 
a boat service between Uxbridge and Paddington on 
the newly-opened Grand Junction Canal: the journey 
took three hours and was one of the fastest routes into 
Central London, at least until coach technology and 
road conditions improved. The boat was pulled by 
four horses. As well as “commuter services”, the boats 
could be hired for leisure cruising, with the possibility 
of stopping at the canalside homes of notable people. 

The crews were noted for their 
smart uniforms in blue and 
yellow  — perhaps they were 
sporting an early harbinger of 
Ikea uniforms!

Cross the bridge and turn 
right to continue downstream 
with the River Colne now on 
your right-hand side. The path 
swings away from the river, 
and a lake takes up the view on 
the right. You will feel the path 

20.1

20.2

Posts 67 (top) and 68 (centre),
Iver Lane; geese at Litt le Britain
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tilt slightly upwards: this is the 
rise to cross the Slough Arm of 
the Grand Union Canal by a 
footbridge.

Having glanced to left and right 
along the dead straight canal 
from the top of the footbridge, 
you will see Post 69 down on 
your right, beside the towpath.

This is another marker which 
is fashioned in the classic 
obelisk style seen on canalsides 
throughout the route.

Continue southwards from the canal, the wooden 
signpost now indicating that you are on Trout Lane, 

following the Beeches Way. There are lakes to your right and 
workings to your left. Soon, you will see a footbridge over to the 
right: this is the point at which you leave Trout Lane.

If you continue ahead on Trout Lane, then turn right at its end onto 
Trout Road, following it to its end, you will come (after 750m) to 
Yiewsley High Street at the Library junction. Here, there are the 
Yiewsley Library bus stops on the 222 route — to the left for Uxbridge, 
across and to the right for West Drayton and Hounslow. there are 
all facilities to the right, along Yiewsley High Street.

Cross the bridge, and bear left then right on a surfaced lane. After 
about 300m, the lane bears right again, now running parallel to the 
railway some metres on your left. You will be able to see a gap which 
allows a branch railway (once upon a time, the branch line ran 
between West Drayton and Staines-upon-Thames) to dip beneath 
the main line: Post 70 is in there somewhere, just to the right-hand 
side of the bridge, but it is invisible when the overgrowth is in leaf.

The lane, which is liberally adorned with metallic 
waste matt er, crosses the River Colne, then the smaller 

Colne Brook; it then approaches a water treatment works. Before 
you reach the entrance to the works, a public footpath crosses the 
lane: take this path to the left to a narrow tunnel under the railway.

On the other side of the tracks, you will come out onto a golf course. 
Turn left to keep the course on your right. Pass to the left of a green, 
then go behind a tee and veer slightly to the right. Turn left to enter 
a greenkeepers’ yard, then pass out into a lane besdide a gate on 
the left.

Turn right along the lane: in 400m, you will come to 
the entrance to the golf course. Turn left onto Thorney 

Mill Lane.

About 550m past the North Star pub, just beyond a bridge over 
a small stream (the Bigley Ditch, in fact), you will see Post 72; set 

Post 69, Slough Arm of
the Grand Union Canal 20.4

20.5
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into the northern parapet of the 
bridge you will fi nd the plaque 
which does duty for Post 73.

If you continue along Thorney 
Mill Road in to Mill Road, you 
will come, in about 400m, to 
the junction with Wise Lane, on 
the U3 bus route. The stop on 
Wise Lane to the right serves 
Yiewsley and Uxbridge, while 
the one ahead serves Heathrow 
Airport.

Having paid your 
respects to the two 

tax-boundary markers, return 
along Thorney Mill Road to the 
North Star Inn. Just beyond the 
pub, take a lane which bears off  

to the left, then turn left and go through a traffi  c barrier onto a track.

After a left-hand bend, you will pass a small car park, which is now 
disused, on the right. Ahead, you will see a bridge over the Colne 
Brook: do not reach the bridge, but turn right (there is a wooden 
stump sign on the left to help you) and take a path which leads 
underneath the M25. This takes you into the junction between the 
M25 and the M4.

Once through the motorway 
underpass, which you share 

with the Colne Brook, turn left on a 
clear path which follows the bend of the 
motorway (actually, the west-to-north slip 
road). The path comes out, now parallel to 
the M4, and follows the left edge of a fi eld. 
At the end of the fi eld, you must turn right 
to reach a point where Old Slade Lane 
on your left is met by the path you are 
walking. At this point, double back to the 
left onto the lane.

Cross the M4 by the bridge; 
beyond the crossing, bend 

round to the right with Old Slade Lane as 
it descends. At a path junction, turn left, 
away from the motorway, onto a track 
with a sewage works on your right.

When you reach the access road to the 
sewage works, cross over and take the 
smaller lane bearing right. Go through 
a gate to emerge onto a fi eld: the Colne 

20.7

Under and over the 
motorways

Posts 72 (left)
and 73 (right)
on Thorney Mill Lane
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The former mill on
Mill Street, Colnbrook

Brook fl ows on your left, with 
a fringe of trees. Bear left on the 
bridleway which keeps to the 
left side of the fi eld, but does 
not stray far from the trees. 
Eventually, you will reach the 
A4.

Cross the A4 with care, and 
enter a rough car park which 
surrounds a transport café over 
on the right.

The café is open six days a 
week, but is closed on Sundays. 
It is only open in the morning 
on Fridays and Saturdays.

Keep to the east (left) side of the car park to reach 
Mill Street, your entry into Colnbrook. Note the old 

mill part-way down the street on the left-hand side. You will reach 
the end of the street at a bend in the main road through the village 
(it used to be the main road to Bath), with a convenience shop on 
the left. Turn left across the frontage of the shop.

This will bring you into Bridge Street. Continue along Bridge 
Street, following its left-hand 
pavement for 100m to the 
bridge, where the street-name 
changes to Park Street.

On the far side of the bridge, 
Post 77 stands, as if hiding 
itself from sight round the side 
of the bridge parapet. In the 
middle of the north parapet 
of the bridge, Post 78 is the 
familiar bridge-plaque.

Look, though, at the bridge. 
its coping is inscribed with 
the date 1774, and marks the 
former boundary between 
Buckinghamshire (as it then 
was) and the former county 
of Middlesex, which was 
extinguished in 1961. Both 
sides are in Slough now.

Just to confuse matt ers further, 
a plaque on the south parapet 
ofthe bridge boasts that repairs 
have been made by Surrey 
County Council.

Posts 77 (top) and 78 
(above), on the bridge 

at Colnbrook
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Turn back across the bridge to the convenience 
shop, and cross to Ye Olde George Inn.

This point marks the end of this section.

Ye Olde George Inn is one of two pubs in the village: ahead is the 
Ostrich. Outside Ye Olde George Inn is the bus stop for eastbound 
buses on the 81 route, which links Slough, North Heathrow, and 
Hounslow. Westbound services have a bus stop named Ye Olde 
George, but confusingly it is on the far side of the Ostrich.

20.11
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CTC
21

Colnbrook
to

Staines-upon-Thames

Start Colnbrook, Ye Olde George Inn — SL3  0LX

Finish Staines-upon-Thames, Thames Lodge Hotel — TW18  4SJ

Distance 10.63km

Duration 2 hours 10 minutes

Ascent 31m

Access Bus at start and end of section. Train at end of section and at Wraysbury en route.

Facilities Pubs and shop at start of section. All facilities at end of section. Pub at Horton 
en route.

21.1 Colnbrook, Ye Olde George Inn 0m

21.2 W; L before second bus stop; L on Drift Way past waste mgmt unit on L; 
ahead on Foundry Lane to Stanwell Rd.

1900m

21.3 R; bear L at green; L (Park Lane); at end house swing R (bldgs on R); L over 
fb ; ahead to cross rly.

1930m

21.4 Ahead to Douglas Lane; S to Station Rd; L to bridges over rly and brook. 1220m

21.5 Path S; L (rly on R); R over level crossing; bear L (lake to L, brook to R) to rd. 1760m

21.6 Cross; L on service rd; follow rd under M25 to Lammas Dr. 1100m

21.7 Ahead to Lammas rec gd; R to river; L to rd; R; R on riverside path to Staines 
Br; L up; R over br; R at rbt; R to river; L to post 84.

1600m

21.8 Return to rbt (post 85 in hedge on R). 460m

21.9 Cross to post 86. 20m

21.10 L over br; R to river; L on path; L beyond car park to reach rd; R to jct. 1640m
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Note: this section contains two subsections (from Berkyn Manor to Wraysbury Bridge, 
and from Wraysbury level crossing to Post 81), each of which has a western and eastern 
alternative route. The distance, time and ascent shown above refer to the routing which 
takes the western (and generally to be preferred) option for each of these two subsections. 

The text below indicates subsectional distances for each alternative routing.

This section of the 
Coal Tax Circuit 

route starts at Ye Olde George 
Inn, at the east end of High 
Street in Colnbrook.

The start of the section is 
served by the 81 TfL bus route 
which links Hounslow, North 
Heathrow (on the A4), and 
Slough, and which is valid for 
travel with an Oyster card.

There is a convenience shop at 
the start of the section, as well 
as two pubs, Ye Olde George 

and the Ostrich, the latt er serving a wider variety of dishes, while 
the former concentrates on a more traditional range of “pub food”.

Between Colnbrook and Staines, all posts have been removed or 
relocated (some as far away as Chalfont St Giles, in the Chiltern 
Hills). An att empt to follow as closely as possible the former line of 
posts (obviously, not including exploring the bott om of Wraysbury 
Reservoir!) showed the limitations of that route. Accordingly, a 
second att empt brought out a more western route which has fewer 
defi ciencies, but which strays farther from the original line of the 
boundary and its posts.

The two routes diverge between Berkyn Manor and Wraysbury 
Bridge, and again between Wraysbury level crossing and Post 81 on 
Wraysbury Road. For these subsections, both routes are described 
below, with the designations W (for the western route) and E (for 
the eastern route, which in each case keeps closer to the former line 
of the posts.

Colnbrook has been on a major road for two millennia, and is 
mentioned in the Domesday Book. The inn which is now called the 
Ostrich was fi rst mentioned in 1106, and is celebrated as “England’s 
third oldest inn”. The village was an important coaching stop on the 
Bath Road: indeed, it was the junction point for coaches to Windsor. 
This explains the existence of a rash of coaching inns which are 
found along the High Street, some of which have now closed, either 
converted for other purposes or left to decay.

The existence (in the fourteenth century) of a trapdoor device for 
murdering rich clients by dropping them from the best bedroom 

21.1

Ostrich Inn, Colnbrook
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directly into a cauldron of boiling water 
in the kitchen below has led to the 
suggestion that the Ostrich Inn was the 
spark of inspiration which was developed 
to become the gruesome tale of Sweeney 
Todd, the demon barber of Fleet Street.

Set off  westwards along 
High Street from the bus 

stop outside Ye Olde George Inn, fi rstly 
passing the Ostrich Inn on your left, and 
then the Slough-bound bus stop named Ye 
Olde George (some distance from the inn 
of that name). Ahead on the left, you will 
pass the ornate timber-framed building 
which used to be the Royal Standard 
Inn, which has now been turned into a 
residence.

Keep going along High Street to reach, on the left, a half-hexagon of 
bungalows (Festival Cott ages), with a grassed area in front (which, 
sad to relate, is often besmirched with parked cars). Beyond Festival 
Cott ages, and before the bus stop, take a footpath on the left.

The bus stop is variously known as Horton Road and The Red Lion, 
the latt er name being used on the TfL website. The latt er name is 
derived from what is now the sorry afterlife of the Red Lion Inn, 
which crumbles on the right-hand side of the road.

Take the footpath through to Drift Way, and turn to the left. Ignore 
the turn to the left onto Rayners Close, but take up the right-hand 
pavement of Drift Way. Go all the way to the end of the houses, 
picking your way amongst the pavement-parked cars and sundry 
domestic detritus, and ignoring the turn onto Moreland Avenue 
just before the last few houses. Pass through a gate, and pick up a 
track which follows the right-hand edge of a long fi eld. Do not take 
the path to the right, which runs westwards along the house-backs 
of Moreland Avenue.

This fi eld is directly over the fl ight-path to the west of the end of 
the northern runway of Heathrow airport, so you will have plenty 
of opportunity to see (and hear) the aircraft as they take off  or 
approach their landing.

After about 800m, you will come to a waste management facility (to 
use a euphemism) on your left. Keep straight ahead: the track soon 
becomes hardened and is called Foundry Lane. Keep ahead to the 
end of Foundry Lane at Stanwell Road.

At this point, the two routes diverge. From this point to the next 
point of convergence of the two routes at Wraysbury Bridge, the 
western route measures 3.15km, while the eastern route is 2.04km 
long. The eastern route is wholly on hard surfaces.

21.2

The former Royal Standard 
Inn, Colnbrook
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The Horton Arms (formerly the Five Bells) serves food and drink 
during opening times (from noon): the pub lies just to the west of 
the end of Foundry Lane.

To take the western option (3.15km), turn right 
onto Stanwell Road, passing the Horton Arms on 

your left. At the triangular green, bear slightly left (following the 
road sign for Datchet and Windsor). Just beyond the green, turn left 
onto Park Lane, which soon loses its pavement. Walk the full length 
of Park Lane: just after passing a gate marked Heathrow Catt ery on 
the right, pass a house and swing round to the right, following the 
curve of its garden wall.

Catt ery buildings now abut on the right behind the house. At a 
small clearing, take a path off  to the left: soon, it crosses a lake by a 
footbridge. Keep going in a generally south-south-westerly direction 
to reach the railway line (between Wraysbury and Sunnymeads 
stations, on the line which links Windsor and Eton Riverside with 
Waterloo) at a level crossing.

Cross the railway tracks with care — if you see 
a train, however distant, or if you hear the rails 

‘singing’, do not att empt to cross.

Continue ahead (now to the south-west) to reach a stile at the end 
of Douglas Lane. Follow Douglas Lane to its junction with Station 
Road.

The centre of the village of Wraysbury is off  to the right here: there 
is a pub 300m away; 200m farther on, a convenience shop sits in 
a small, rather forlorn row of shops, surrounded by cosmetics 
businesses.

Turn left along Station Road, which leads, unsurprisingly, to the 
station. To continue on the Coal Tax Circuit route, ascend to cross 
the railway bridge.

Wraysbury station is on the line which links Windsor and 
Eton Riverside and Waterloo via Staines-upon-Thames. For 
Windsor-bound services, take the set of steps on the right of the 
pavement before crossing the railway; for London-bound services, 
descend by the second set of steps, on the far side of the railway.

Beyond the railway bridge, cross the entrance to the station car 
park, and advance to cross the bridge over the Colne Brook to its 
eastern end.

The western and eastern routes converge here.

To take the eastern option (2.04km), turn left at the 
end of Foundry Lane: immediately, you will fi nd 

yourself at an entrance to Berkyn Manor.

Here, a couple of plaques proclaim that John Milton lived here: 
he wrote Lycidas while staying at Berkyn Manor. Following the 
death of the owner in 1987, the house had become steadily more 

21.3E
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dilapidated: the preservation of Milton’s domestic history seems to 
revolve around the cott age in Chalfont St Giles, where he wrote 
Paradise Lost.

Take Stanwell Road eastwards to the roundabout at the junction 
with Coppermill Road.

Ahead and to the left are two local nature reserves, Arthur Jacob 
and Poyle Poplars. There are pleasant paths within the reserves, 
and Post 79 is/was on private land beyond the north-eastern corner 
of Arthur Jacob reserve. Furthermore, there is a pub at the far end 
of Poyle Poplars. However, there is really nothing visible of Coal 
Tax interest.

Note that a car park, marked on the map just east of the roundabout, 
is no longer in use.

Turn right, and follow the pavement of Coppermill Road, fi rst on 
the right of the road, and then (giving a litt le light relief from the 
cavalcade of dullness interspersed with saccharine kitsch) on the 
left.

The road fi nally takes a bend (after the fi fth bus 
stop — the walker is reduced to counting them to 

generate interest, but a quick glance at the timetable panels shows 
that they do not provide a particularly useful break-point on the 
Coal Tax Circuit route). Beyond the bend, you will pass a parish 
notice-board, before arriving at the eastern end of the bridge over 
the Colne Brook: do not advance to cross this bridge, unless you are 
intent on taking a train from Wraysbury station ahead.

Wraysbury station (which lies a short distance ahead across the 
bridge) is on the branch line which links Windsor and Eton Riverside 
station with London Waterloo via Staines-upon-Thames. If you are 
making for a London-bound service, walk through the car park on 
the left before you reach the railway bridge; for a Windsor-bound 
service, cross the railway bridge and descend by the steps on your 
left.

The eastern and western routes converge here.

Taking your cue from a public footpath sign, descend 
from the pavement on a narrow footpath which 

squeezes between the river on the right and the reservoir land on 
the left. This path bends to the left in front of the bridge which 
carries the railway over the river, and continues with reservoir land 
on the left and now the railway on the right. About 400m after the 
bend, you will come to a pedestrian level crossing over the railway.

The reservoir was constructed in the mid-1960s: the Coal Tax 
boundary ran down the middle of the new reservoir, and posts 
were removed.

The western and eastern routes diverge here. Between this point 
and the next point of convergence at Post 81 on Wraysbury Road, 
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the western route measures 2.68km in length, while the eastern 
route is a few paces longer at 2.75km.

To continue on the western route, cross the track 
with care, using the level crossing — if you see 

a train, however distant, or if you hear the rails ‘singing’, do not 
att empt to cross.

Once across the railway, do not drift to the right (west-south-west): 
that path leads to a bridge across the Colne Brook. Instead, bear 
slightly left to strike out south-south-west.

Soon, the Colne Brook accompanies the path on the right, with 
Wraysbury Lake on the left, and the general 
route of the path swings round through south 
towards the south-south-east. Follow the path 
as it zigzags its way between lake and river, 
until it comes out onto Wraysbury Road.

Cross the road, and turn left to follow the 
right-hand pavement, passing a car repair and 
service business on the right. Where the road 
swings slightly left to reach a roundabout, keep 
to the pavement to join a service road (which is 
stopped up here at its western end).

Pass to the right of the roundabout, ignoring the 
access onto the roundabout. When you reach 
the eastern end of the service road (similarly 
stopped up like its western twin), continue 
along the right-hand pavement of Wraysbury 
Road.

Walk beneath the M25, and then pass a freight 
yard on the right. Cross to the left-hand 
pavement at a convenient point.

Lineside path south-east
of Wraysbury
level crossing

21.6W
Wraysbury Lake,
on the western route
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On Wraysbury Road, there is a convenience shop on the left, on the 
corner of Gloucester Drive.

Continue on the left-hand pavement to Post 81 on the left-hand side 
of the road, just beyond the last house. Post 82 is on the right.

The western and eastern routes converge here.

To take the eastern route from Wraysbury level 
crossing, continue along the narrow lineside path, 

with the reservoir land still on the left..

Recalling the Miltonic connections at Berkyn Manor, it is tempting 
to switch to John Bunyan: this path would not be out of place in 
Pilgrim’s Progress. It is beset by chest-high nett les, with overhanging 
and fallen branches to impede progress further. There have been 
nett les between Wraysbury Bridge and the level crossing, but it is 
clear that the overwhelming majority of the foot traffi  c crosses the 
railway by the level crossing. This path passes the former site of Post 
82 (without any evidence of its sometime presence), but otherwise is 
just a further 550m of histamine assault, and this length is probably 
the strongest argument for the western route. Mere trousers are 
no match for the nett les, and even chaparajos would struggle. Iron 
greaves are probably your best bet, though they may be hard to fi nd 
in your friendly local outdoor shop.

Crash on ahead, then, suff ering the stings and gnarls of outrageous 
vegetation (OK, we seem to have moved from Milton to Bunyan, 
and now echoing Shakespeare), past the mythical site of the former 
residence of Post 82. After some minutes of this purgatory, you will 
emerge into a fi eld, glad to see plain grass ahead. Walk out into the 
fi eld, following a faint trod. At the far end, bear round to the right, 
aiming at the bridge which takes the M25 over the railway line.

The path comes out of the fi eld onto a lane via a metal stile: turn 
right onto the lane and follow it under the motorway and up to a 
road, Moor Lane, opposite a house.

Approximately 250m to the east-north-east of this house, there used 
to be a station called Runnymede Range, on the line between West 
Drayton and Staines (whose GWR station was where the Travelodge 
on Two Rivers Retail Park now stands). The range, for revolver 
practice, is now buried under the M25 and Wraysbury Reservoir.

Turn right along Moor Lane, rising to cross the Windsor branch 
railway. Beyond the bridge, there is a rudimentary pavement on 
the left-hand side of the road. At the entrance to Yeoveney Close 
on the right (sometimes, the Runnymede Range station took the 
name Yeoveney), the pavement switches to the right-hand side of 
the road. Continue along Moor Lane: you will see a building called 
The Swan, set back from the road on the right — it used to be a pub, 
but that is long gone.

Cross a small bridge, and just before you reach some more modern 
houses, take a path to the right, to keep the sides of the houses close 
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on your left, to enter a fi eld. Bear slightly left, keeping just left of a 
line of ‘kerbstones’ which encircle the summit, until you can make a 
bee-line for a tunnel underneath the A30 (Staines by-pass) and over 
the aqueduct, to reach a crossing path.

Turn right on this path, and take the next path to the left. This clear 
path leads you through the area of Church Lammas Lakes.

Like so many pockets of the Colne Valley, the area of Church Lammas 
was used extensively for mineral extraction — in this instance, sand 
and gravel. Since the 1990s, the area has been returned to nature, 
with lakes now maturing in the landscape. The area is a haven 
for wildlife, and it’s adjacency (on the south side) to the Lammas 
Recreation Ground (with a handy car park on Wraysbury Road) 
has ensured its continuing popularity. The area is an unalloyed 
delight, and is probably the strongest argument for the otherwise 
inferior eastern route.

Take the winding path past the northern lake, and then the western 
lake, (both on the right): at the southern lake, bear right to circle 
it in an anti-clockwise direction to reach the exit onto Wraysbury 
Road. Turn right onto Wraysbury Road, and follow the right-hand 
pavement for about 170m, to reach Posts 81 and 82, one on each side 
of the road.

The eastern and western routes converge here.

The Coal Tax Circuit route from this point makes its way into the 
centre of Staines-upon-Thames, with an excursion south of the river 
to pick up three posts there. For now, though, let us concentrate on 
this very spot.

Two posts, one on each side of the road, at the boundary where the 
County Ditch crosses the road. So far, so normal. But look a litt le 
more closely, and some details begin to fail to add up.

On the south side of the road, Post 82 is an obelisk, which is more 
associated with railway boundaries. Indeed, this has been relocated 
from the lineside in the middle of the infamous nett le-zone south-east 

of the Wraysbury level 
crossing. It looks incongruous 
beside a suburban road.

On the north side of the road, 
Post 81 is a standard roadside 
number, a “Type 2” in Coal 
Post parlance. But it, too, is 
an immigrant, a refugee from 
the construction of Wraysbury 
Reservoir in the 1960s.

Old maps show a number of 
“City Posts” on the west side 
of Staines: perhaps they were 
recycled in the manner of 

Church Lammas Lakes
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moving the live speed-cameras 
around the suburbs today.

Set off  eastwards 
along Wraysbury 

Road to the Lammas Recreation 
Ground entrance: here, turn 
right to enter the park. Pass to 
the left of the Sea Scouts’ hut to 
reach the River Thames. Over 
to your right, the County Ditch 
enters the great river: Post 84 
is across there, behind the long 
grass.

Turn left along the riverside: 
hereabouts, the London Stone (allegedly 
thirteenth-century) stood, marking the 
upstream limit of the jurisdiction of the 
Corporation of the City of London over 
matt ers fl uvial.

Today, there are no riverside posts 
upstream from Staines Bridge on the 
north bank, so walk on until forced up 
onto a road. Turn right on the road, and, 
at the footbridge onto Church Island, take 
a riverside path to the right of the road 
(and to the left of the bridge). At Staines 
Bridge, do not pass underneath, but turn 
left to reach a set of steps which will bring 
you to bridge level.

Cross the bridge, and take a path round 
to the right to gain the south bank of the 
river. Turn left, and follow the riverside 
path for about 450m (up and over an 
inlet) until you are opposite the Lammas 
Recreation Ground: here, you will fi nd 
Post 84 on the left of the path.

Return to the bridge, 
following the same path up to bridge level.

Post 85 is here, but where? In fact, it is well hidden by leaves and 
branches of the shrub plantings on the right of the path as it reaches 
the pavement by the roundabout. The owners of Rourke House 
should be forced to trim the foliage to avoid the historic marker 
from becoming lost to public memory … or even from becoming 
lost completely, for its scrap value.

Cross the southern bridgehead to a triangular traffi  c 
island at the entrance to The Hythe to reach Post 86, as 

patent as Post 85 is latent.

21.7

Posts 81 (top)
and 82 (above),

Wraysbury Road

21.8

21.9
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There are some hostelries ahead which may provide welcome 
sustenance to a weary walker.

Turn left to cross the bridge: on the other side, take 
steps down to the right to regain the north bank’s 

riverside path. Soon, you will cross a tributary as it runs into the 
River Thames.

This is none other than the River Colne, fi rst met at Colney 
Hatch, over 80km of walking ago. It has been a close companion 
throughout that period. However, it is not recommended that you 
try to complete the circle of acquaintance by fording the river at its 
outfl ow as you did near its source.

Almost immediately after crossing the River Colne, you will come 
to a stone pillar. This is a replica of the London Stone.

For centuries, the London Stone was situated in the Lammas 
Recreation Ground at the County Ditch, opposite Post 84, before 

being moved to the centre of the town. The 
original stone is in Spelthorne Museum: 
the one on the river bank is a replica — an 
expertly distressed replica, it seems.

Continuing past the London Stone along 
the riverside path, you will pass a statue of 
the Swanmaster (with one of his charges), 
and a stainless steel installation of origami 
swans.

After passing a small amphitheatre on the 
right (with partial roofi ng), you will see a 
car park on the left. At the far end of the 
car park, where there is a small wharf, 
turn left away from the river to the noise 
of traffi  c.

At the main road, turn right to the junction 
outside the Thames Lodge Hotel.

From left to right:
Post 84, on the riverside
Post 85, in the shrubbery
Post 86, at The Hythe

River Colne: the outfl ow 
into the River Thames

21.10
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The replica London Stone 
(above)

Origami swans (below)

This point marks the end of this rather 
complicated section of the Coal Tax 
Circuit.

The centre of Staines-upon-Thames lies 
over to the left: all facilities may be found 
there.

The Thames Lodge Hotel looks across the 
junction to South Street: the bus station is 
there, with an entrance to the Elmsleigh 
Shopping Centre adjacent to the bus stops.

Beyond the bus station on the right-hand 
side of the road, there is a large car park. At 
the back of the car park, a footpath leads 
underneath the railway (the Windsor 
branch, the left-hand of the two railways 
seen from the car park), and turns right to 
lead alongside the tracks to the station.
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CTC
22

Staines-upon-Thames
to

Chertsey Bridge

Start Staines-upon-Thames, Thames Lodge Hotel — TW18  4SJ

Finish Chertsey Bridge — KT16  8JA

Distance 5.95km

Duration 1 hour 12 minutes

Ascent 15m

Access Buses and trains at start of section; bus at end of section

Facilities All facilities at start of section; pub at end of section

22.1 Staines-upon-Thames, Thames Lodge Hotel 0m

22.2 Cross to land side of Thames Side; R to rly bridge (Post 87). 90m

22.3 Cross to river before br; L under rly; follow path to end of Wheatsheaf Lane. 1240m

22.4 Round L bend in river; over meadow; riverside path to Penton Hook Lock. 1220m

22.5 Riverside to Laleham; ahead to Ferry Lane. 1350m

22.6 Ahead on riverside under M3 and to post 88 on L. 1670m

22.7 Ahead to post 89 on L. 290m

22.8 Rise to Chertsey Br. 90m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route 
starts at the Thames Lodge Hotel in 

Staines-upon Thames.

The bus station is adjacent to Communications House, 
which takes the north-eastern corner of the road 
junction. There are bus links from here to Hatt on Cross 
(for Heathrow), Hounslow, Kingston-upon-Thames, 
and Chertsey. The last of these is not Oyster-valid, nor 
are the direct bus services to the airport terminals.

There are rail links with London Waterloo and 
Wraysbury at the remaining station within Staines. 
From the station, exit on the London-bound side, and 
turn left on the forecourt. Follow the path alongside the 
railway, turning to the left to pass beneath the tracks 
as signposted for the bus station. Once through the 
tunnel, simply follow the painted ‘red carpet’ to cross 
the car park and the road to reach the bus station, and 
the junction beyond.

In the past, there were no fewer than three railway 
stations in Staines-upon-Thames: the sole remaining 
station is the former Staines Junction station, now simply 
called Staines. There was a station on the Windsor line 
at High Street, and a station (Staines West) which was 
the terminus of the line from West Drayton.

Cross to the landward side of the road, 
and turn right to reach the railway bridge. 

On the left-hand side of the road, you will fi nd Post 87: 
it is a standard railway-style obelisk.

Cross the road in front of the railway bridge, and 
descend to the riverside path. Turn left and pass beneath 
the railway bridge, with a glance back to Staines (road) 
bridge.

The route now follows the side of the River Thames all 
the way to the former Molesey Reservoirs.

There is a good tarmac path 
here alongside the river, with 

occasional benches for rest, and scolding 
notices from the properties which abut 
the path.

Just ignore the ranting and keep to the 
tarmac, and no feelings (on the part 
of highly-strung residents or property 
agents) will get hurt. After about 1.2km, 
you will reach Wheatsheaf Lane, with its 
signposted promise of facilities up to your 
left. 

22.1

22.2

Post 87, Staines rail bridge 
(above); refl ections on the 
underside of Staines rail 
bridge (below)

22.3
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Just keep on ahead 
until you reach a 

meadow which colonises the 
bend in the river. You may 
follow the river bank round 
this meadow, or turn left to 
keep to its left-hand side.

At the far end of the meadow, 
go forward on the path, past 
the end of Penton Avenue, to 
reach Penton Hook Lock.

Penton Hook is a meander of 
the river, which is by-passed 
by the cut which contains the lock: an island is formed by the 
meander and the cut. A large marina has eaten into the west bank 
of the meander at the level beneath the weirs to provide berthing 
and other services for a large fl otilla of leisure craft.

Continue past the lock: you will soon cross the intake 
which sucks Thames water out of the river, under the 

path, along a channel, and into the Staines reservoirs for purifi cation 
and thereafter for human consumption.

You will soon reach an old brick wall on your left, with white iron 
stanchions. This is the western wall of a house (on Vicarage Lane) 
called Litt le Ravenswell: it is Grade II listed.

Butt ressing the wall on the river side are iron stanchions, painted 
white and with the arms of the City of London. Were they “reminder 
posts”? Did the Corporation pay a retainer for the advertising on a 
retaining wall? The house itself is a good example of Queen Anne 
style, with Georgian improvements.

Pass the end of Condor Lane and follow the path out along the 
riverside to reach the end of Ferry Lane.

Condor Lane used to boast the Greyhound Inn, a favourite of 
members of the river trade, and The Litt le Dutch Barn, the home of 
Marie Studholme, a comedy actress of the early part of the twentieth 
century who made strenuous 
eff orts to turn Hamlet into a 
musical — one can just imagine 
Bertie Wooster being dragged 
into it to sing O Death, where is 
thy sting-a-ling-a-ling? or some 
such ditt y.

Laleham is mentioned in the 
Domesday Book (as Laelham), 
and is the birthplace of 
Matt hew Arnold, the poet. He 
is buried in the churchyard.

The western wall o
Litt le Ravenswell, Laleham

22.5

Swans rest
on the riverbank at 

Laleham Park

22.4
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The Laleham Ferry operated for almost a millennium until 1972, 
when the last ferryman retired, and nobody took up the work. In 
latt er years, a signifi cant part of the business was to take golfers 
across the river to Laleham Golf Club. Two regular passengers 
were Bob Hope and Bing Crosby, who would slip away for a round 
of golf when they were not needed on set at Shepperton Studios 
during the fi lming of The Road to Hong Kong.

The route now takes to a sliver of meadow between 
the road and the river: it is a fi ne spot for families to 

rest — including the swans! You will pass a large caravan site on the 
far side of the road, and eventually, you will fi nd yourself squeezed 
onto the roadside as you approach Chertsey Weir.

Just before the meadow peters out, look across the road to fi nd Post 
88, with its inaccurate painting of the City shield. It lies just north of 
a “park home” estate.

Walk on past the weir and the lock: there is housing on 
the other side of the road.

Look out for a large building housing two semi-detached units: if 
you peer into the left-hand garden, you will see Post 89.

Continue along the road to reach the east side of 
Chertsey Bridge.

There is a pub here, which will serve food and drink during opening 
hours.

The town of Chertsey is some distance away on the other side of 
the bridge: there is a bus service running approximately hourly 
(though none on Sundays or Bank Holidays) linking Shepperton 
and Chertsey. Oystercards are not valid on this service.

22.6

Posts 88 (left)
and 89 (right)
north of Chertsey Bridge

22.7

22.8
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CTC
23

Chertsey Bridge
to

Shepperton

Start Chertsey Bridge — KT16  8JA

Finish Shepperton ferry landing — TW17  9LJ

Distance 2.86km

Duration 34 minutes

Ascent 6m

Access Bus at start of section. Bus and train near end of section.

Facilities Pub at start of section. Pub and café near end of section.

23.1 Chertsey Bridge, east end. 0m

23.2 Cross rd to post 90. 10m

23.3 L across meadow (car park on L); ahead past Ryepeck moorings to rd. 1430m

13.4 R on or beside rd to ferry landing. 1420m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route starts at the 
east end of Chertsey Bridge, opposite the Kingfi sher 

pub on the north side of the road.

There is a bus service (stops on the west side of the bridge — not 
Oyster-valid) which runs approximately hourly, but not on Sundays 
nor on Bank Holidays. Chertsey town centre is 1.4km away, and the 
railway station (services to Waterloo via Weybridge or Staines) is a 
further 750m along Guildford Street.

The Kingfi sher pub off ers food and drink during opening hours.

Chertsey is a town of great antiquity. The Abbey was founded in the 
seventh century, and was one of the more important Benedictine 
foundations in England: it was swept away in King Henry  VIII’s 
Dissolution of the Monasteries. For centuries, the Abbot of Chertsey 
held the local monopoly on milling, and farmers’ footpaths converge 
on Chertsey from all around. The Monks’ Walk, which comes in 
from Thorpe (alongside the present-day raucous theme-park 
at Thorpe Park) is one such — note how the naming convention 
favours the Church: it was, of course, the farmers who walked to 
the monks with their grain, while the monks just sat there, accepting 
the peasants’ tribute! There are interesting buildings in the town, 
including the Old Town Hall and St  Peter’s church, part of which 
dates from the twelfth century.

From the bridge end by the Kingfi sher pub, dip down 
to pass under the bridge, noting Post 90 at te bridge 

abutment before you do so.

On the south side of the bridge, there is a small 
space which has been colonised as a car park. At a 

three-fi ngered signpost, you may either follow the riverbank or 
cut across Dumsey Meadow. If you choose the latt er, make for the 
fence of a more structured car park, pass it on your left, and keep 
going till you reach the riverside path.

23.1

23.2

Chertsey Bridge (left)
and Post 90 (right)

23.3
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Dumsey Meadow is a Site of 
Special Scientifi c Interest on 
account of its biological interest: 
it is the only remaining grazed 
unimproved meadow on the 
bank of the Thames in Surrey, 
and is rich in grassland species. 
The meadow is grazed by 
ponies and by Belted Galloway 
catt le (which are often called 
“panda cows” — or, in North 
America, as “Oreo cows” 
because of their distinctive 
black-and-white markings).

At the far end of the meadow, you will continue on the riverside path. 
Soon, you will enter the Ryepeck Moorings site, where you pass 
between the craft and their “gardens”. Almost certainly, though, 
you will see arrogantly disobedient cyclists careering through the 
enclosure without dismounting.

On the far side of the moorings, there is a short stretch of open land 
before some properties come down to the path: across the river are 
the houses of Dockett  Eddy. Eventually, the path pours itself out 
onto a lane, which you will follow on its riverside course. 

The lane (at this point, one-way with the traffi  c coming 
from behind) rounds Dockett  Point, at which point, 

there is a sliver of grass on its right-hand side: this gives the walker 
some respite from the tarmac. After about 250m, though, you 
will be back on the lane. Continue past the Thames Court Inn to 
Shepperton Lock.

There are public toilets at the lock.

Just beyond the lock, you will reach the ferry landing.

The Nauticalia shop is on the left: here, you will buy your ferry 
ticket. The shop also has a café to complement its nautical-themed 
clothing and gifts, and its more practical marine supplies. The ferry 
operates on demand every fi fteen minutes on the quarter-hour: 
for full details, go to the web and search for Shepperton Ferry 
Nauticalia (including the last word is important: the details on the 
allaboutweybridge site are wrong).

Shepperton is today known for its fi lm studios, and for being the 
suburban home of JG Ballard, the author, until his death in 2009. 
Its historic but still tucked-away location, with a good rail link to 
central London and not too far from Heathrow airport, has made a 
reasonably large number of post-war celebrities (on lists running at 
least part-way through the alphabet) choose to live here.

But the town has a long history, as indeed does the ferry, which 
has plied this stretch of water for fi ve centuries. The sett lement is 

The Thames at Ryepeck, 
looking across to

Dockett  Eddy

23.4
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documented at least a hundred years before the Norman Conquest, 
and there are some fi ne Georgian houses back from the river.

At the end of the nineteenth century, though, there were reports of 
visitors who came to Shepperton from far, far away. They arrived 
across the meadows from Chertsey: they were the Martian invaders 
in The War of the Worlds, which was writt en by HG Wells (who lived 
in nearby Woking) and published in 1898. One of the invaders, 
having taken a direct hit from an artillery shell, landed, dead, in the 
water.

To reach Shepperton station, go up Ferry Lane and turn right. Pass 
through the older, riverside area of Shepperton to a roundabout, 
where continue ahead on High Street through the village’s 
commercial centre. The station is off  to the right at the top of High 
Street, about 2.1km from the ferry landing. There are bus stops 
on Chertsey Road, with connections for Addlestone, Chertsey, 
Shepperton and Sunbury; from the foot of High Street (1.4km from 
the ferry landing), there are also bus connections for Heathrow in 
High Street.

Note that there is no descriptive document for section 24, the 
ferry crossing. The route takes up on the other bank of the river 
as section 25.



© 2018-21 IG Liddell Coal Tax Circuit 24 – 1

CTC
24

Walton-on-Thames
to

West Molesey

Start Walton-on-Thames, Old Bridge End — 40m W of KT12  1AR

Finish West Molesey, Central Square — KT8  2QY

Distance 7.00km

Duration 1 hour 30 minutes

Ascent 61.3m

Access Bus at start of section. Bus at end of section.

Facilities All facilities near start of section. Shop at end of section. Pubs on river bank en 
route.

24.1 Old Bridge End, at Post 94 0m

24.2 Facing away from river, L on path just ahead from Post 94; L then L to pass 
under bridges; R to parallel new bridge, then R under bridges; L across 
fi eld to reach riverside path, where R; bridge over entrance to marina, and 
ahead to Anglers Inn.

950m

24.3 Ahead on Thames Path beside river, past Walton Rowing Club and the 
Weir Inn to Sunbury Lock.

2320m

24.4 Continue downstream for about 800m to Post 97 (on landward side of 
path); retrace steps 550m past engraved waterworks wall to take path L 
opposite fi ngerpost; L on Hurst Road.

1990m

24.5 Along Hurst Road for 950m, passing Post 100b (relocated) in waterworks 
compound then Post 98 on roadside; R on Weston Avenue; L on Walton 
Road; R on Central Avenue to shops.

1740m
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This section begins at the eastern (Walton) end of 
the old Walton Bridge, which has been superseded 

in recent years by the gleaming modern bridge. The approach 
viaduct of the old bridge on the east side of the river has been 
preserved, and is used by pedestrians and cyclists.

Walton-on-Thames is one of the most ancient sett lements in the 
area, and the site of Walton Bridge is a possible location for Julius 
Caesar’s fording of the river, the other main coitender being in the 
Brentford/Isleworth area. The place-name indicates that there was 
an existing sett lement of pre-Roman inhabitants, the name coming 
from the same root as ‘Welsh’. Like many communities in this 
quarter, the railway brought the impetus for expansion, and today 
Walton has many commuters into London. It is also a popular 
location for corporate headquarters, being convenient for the City 
and also for Heathrow airport.

Walkers starting the day at this point, and coming by bus from 
across the river, should alight at the fi rst bus stop after crossing 
the bridge, by the Bear Inn in Bridge Street: simply backtrack the 
bus route to reach Old Bridge End. Alternatively (and with only a 
short extra distance on the walk-in), alight at Swan Walk in Lower 
Halliford, then follow the bus route ahead, turning left at the 
roundabout and crossing the bridge and viaduct to reach the start 
of the section at Old Bridge End.

24.1Walton Bridge and Post 
94 on Old Walton Bridge
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On the bus from points east, alight at Hepworth Way bus stop (by 
the library) and walk ahead on Bridge Street to Old Bridge End, 
bearing right at the car showroom.

From Walton-on-Thames station (if you must), it is a 2.1km walk: 
take Ashley Park Road, bear north at the roundabout (third exit as 
if by car) onto Ashley Raod, then left at La Dolce Vita restaurant, 
then left again at the traffi  c lights onto New Zealand Avenue, 
going straight ahead at junction by the car showroom on the right 
to reach Old Bridge End.

A few paces from Post 94, towards Walton, a pathway 
of crushed stone leaves the main path and descends 

into the woodland. The crushed stone path soon turns to the left: a 
muddy track appears to continue ahead.

Here, be careful. Although some maps indicate a path to the 
river (following the muddy track), do not be tempted: there is no 
safe way through. It is a bramble-clad and boggy disaster (and 
there speaks the voice of boot-engulfed, arm-and-leg-shredded 
experience).

Follow the crushed stone path, which descends and turns left 
again to lead you underneath the two bridge approaches, then 
turns right to parallel the upstream side of the new bridge. Do not 
turn left with the main path, but rather turn right in front of the 
concrete foundation of the new bridge, and cross back underneath 
the bridge approaches. Once out from under the old bridge, turn 
half-left to cross a fi eld and reach the riverside path downstream 
from the bridges.

There are public toilets — the last such adjacent to the route for 
many kilometres — at the riverside café upstream beyond the 
bridges.

24.2

The River Thames 
downstream from Walton 
marina on a still morning
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Turn right to follow the riverside path 
downstream. Soon, you will reach the Walton 
marina: the path rises to cross the bridge over 
the marina entrance. Beyond the marina, 
residential Walton touches the riverside, but 
mainly it is on a low bluff . Soon, you will reach 
the Anglers Inn, preceded by a signpost for the 
Swan Inn, which is up a road to the right.

If you turn right at the Swan, and follow 
Manor Road and Thames Street, you will reach 
the centre of Walton in about 550m.

Pass across the frontage of the 
Anglers Inn, and continue along 

the riverside path: you will probably see many 
people rowing (using oars, that is, not heated 
language — although, ...) on the river. You will 
pass the Walton Rowing Club as you go.

Just beyond the rowing club, the path 
bifurcates: take the left-hand path (marked 
on the ground by the acorn identifying the 
Thames Path as a National Trail). Trailing on 
the wooden fence which separates this path 
from the lane on the right, you may fi nd some 
hops growing, though not in the quantities 
needed to turn the Anglers into a brewpub!

There is a glimpse of the tower of St Mary’s 
church, across the river in Lower Sunbury, 
seen behind the metalwork of Sunbury Weir as 
you pass along the river, just before you reach 
the Weir Inn.

Continue past the Weir Inn to reach a 
footbridge which leads onto Sunbury Lock Ait. 
Post 95 is on the island, but on the private land 
of the boat club. Beyond the bridge, on the 
right, the imposing bulk of the lock-keeper’s 
house rises up, and soon you will reach 
Sunbury Lock.

The current main lock was opened in 1927 
by Lord Desborough, then chairman of the 
Thames Conservancy, but there has been a 
lock here since 1812. The fall of Sunbury Lock 
measures 1.87m

About 200m beyond the lock 
(measured from its upstream 

gate), the sharp-eyed walker will be able to 
24.4

24.3

Above: The Anglers Inn
Below: Sunbury Weir and
St Mary’s church tower
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pick out Post 96 across the river in a litt le alleyway. To reach and 
touch this post, the ardent completist would need to cross Walton 
Bridge and follow the roads to the alleyway, a distance of 3.8km 
(and 3.8km back again).

Continue downstream, passing fi rst an important fi ngerpost and 
then the waterworks wall, engraved with Metropolitan Water Board. 
A litt le beyond this, look out for Post 97: it is one of the squat, 
unpainted Type 1 concrete posts which are so easy to miss, and it 
is situated on the landward side of the riverside path.

At this point, you must turn and retrace 
your steps along the riverside path to 
head back upstream to the fi ngerpost 
passed earlier: it leads your way into 
a narrow path (of some antiquity — it 
appears on maps at least as far back as 
1868). This path has the waterworks 
wall on the left, with solar panels in the 
disused reservoir tanks, and a caravan 
park on the right. At the far end, where 
Apps Court Farm is on the right, the path 
eases out onto Hurst Road.

Turn left into Hurst Road: 
the footpath is on the far 

side. However, just inside the gate of 
the waterworks complex, you will see a 
relocated post (Post 100b in the standard 
catalogue).

In its ‘beached’ state, this post looks 
much taller than other Type 2 posts, but 
this is due to the length of the legs which 
are usually underground (cf Post 49 on 
Oxhey Lane, met in section 16).

Posts 96, left, and 97, 
right, to the east of 

Sunbury Lock

Fingerpost for path 
leading to Apps Court, 

Hurst Road

24.5
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The waterworks complex was originally called the Chelsea Water 
Works,  the company of that name having moved their riverwater 
extraction from a site in Pimlico after it became illegal to draw 
drinking water from the River Thames below the tidal limit at 
Teddington Lock. By 1875, the Molesey reservoirs had outstripped 
the original tanks; these (operated by the water companies for 
Chelsea and Lambeth) were incorporated into the Metropolitan 
Water Board in 1902. The Board operated a complex organisation 
of water extraction, purifi cation and discharge to meet the needs 
of London as it grew through the Victorian, Edwardian and 
Georgian eras.

The works are now in the hands of Thames Water, and although 
the original tanks have been superseded, it is still a live 
waterworks, as the riverside machinery opposite the MWB wall 
demonstrates.

Continue eastwards on Hurst Road, passing Post 98 at the side of 
the road (on the opposite side from the footpath). On your right, 
you have the containing banks of the Knight and Bessborough 
reservoirs, the grass managed by a fl ock of sturdy well-nourished 
sheep.

Beyond the reservoir bank, take the fi rst road on the right, Weston 
Avenue. Walk its full length to Walton Road, where turn left. Turn 
right into Central Avenue to reach a parade of shops on the left. 
This ends the current section of the Coal Tax Circuit route.

Beyond the shops, on the crescent which surrounds an open area, 
is the terminus of the 411 bus, with services to Hampton Court 
and Kingston. This is the only bus service in the area which is 
operated for TfL, and which therefore accepts Oystercards.

Post 100b (left) in the 
waterworks entrance;
Post 98 (right)
on Hurst Road
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CTC
25

Weybridge (ferry landing)
to

Walton-on-Thames

Start Weybridge ferry landing — KT13  8LU

Finish Walton-on-Thames, Old Bridge End — 40m W of KT12  1AR

Distance 3.65km

Duration 46 minutes

Ascent 27m

Access Bus at end of section.

Facilities All facilities near end of section.

25.1 Weybridge ferry landing 0m

23.2 L on riverside path past fb  on L; steps up to br; L over cut; ahead to post 91. 920m

25.3 L edge of meadow to NE corner; L to Point Meadow (post 92). 480m

25.4 R on path past waterwks on R to jct; L to speed limit painted in rd (post 93). 1560m

25.5 Cross rd; R on riverside path under bridge; R; cross old br to post 94. 670m

25.6 Advance to fp on L. 20m
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This section of the Coal 
Tax Circuit route starts 

at the Weybridge ferry landing on the 
River Thames. The ferry is known as the 
Shepperton Ferry (Shepperton is on the 
other bank).

With the exception of a possible off -route 
detour to Sunbury (see Section 26 of the 
route description), you have now crossed 
the River Thames for the last time on the 
Coal Tax Circuit Route. You are south of 
the river all the way to Erith.

Note the brass bell at the landing: if you 
need to hail the ferry from this side, 
ring the bell lustily — but only on the 
quarter-hours when the ferry is due to 
come out on demand. Ring it at any other 
time, and you will have to expect a very 
grumpy ferryman (and with good reason).

Turn left at the top of the 
landing steps, and walk 

along the riverside path. Soon, you will 
pass a steeply-arched footbridge, which is 
well secured against unauthorised use.

The footbridge leads to D’Oyly Carte Island: it was known as 
Folly Eyot before it was purchased by Richard D’Oyly Carte, the 
impresario behind the Savoy operas by Gilbert and Sullivan. Carte 
had the house built as his residence: his widow sold it after his 
death.

Keep along the riverside path until a more substantial bridge looms 
overhead: climb a staircase on your right to reach bridge level. Turn 
left, and cross the bridge onto Desborough Island.

From the bridge, you will see a straight stretch of the river: it was 
cut during the 1930s to shorten the river distance between Walton 
and Shepperton, and to reduce fl ooding vulnerabilities locally.

On leaving the bridge, do not take the road round to the right, 
but carry on straight ahead on a footpath which descends to the 
riverside. About 400m after leaving the road, you will come to the 
south-western extremity of Point Meadow: a hedge runs off  to 
the east. Here, you will fi nd Post 91, on the riverside as it was in 
Victorian times, before the Desborough Cut was dug.

Follow the path round the point,with the older, 
riverside part of Shepperton across the river. There is 

a path through the bankside trees: if you go round the left-hand 
edge of the meadow, you should fi nd a way in. Opposite the fi rst 
riverside house on the far bank (it has a grey roof), you will come to 

25.1

25.2

Looking across the Thames 
to the Shepperton Ferry 
from the south bank

25.3
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the north-eastern extremity of Point Meadow: an old sign indicates 
as much. Here, next to the sign, is Post 92.

Continue on the riverside path to round the 
north-eastern corner of the island. You will pass the 

Red Lion Inn (unreachable on the far bank): there is a sportsfi eld on 
your right (equally unreachable, going by the notices).

The right-hand side of the path is taken up by the high walls (and 
the London-yellow brickwork) of a water treatment plant. When 
the road comes in from the right, bear slightly left and climb with 
the road to cross the bridge (a carbon copy of the one at the west 
end of the island) back onto the south bank of the Desborough Cut.

Follow the road out onto Walton Lane, and turn left. Walk carefully 
on the right-hand side of the road: this is a busy thoroughfare. Walk 
past the 20mph road signs, and over a road-hump. Pass one lone 
bush on the right, then come level with a transmission pole in the 
fi eld. Post 93 is in the gap in the hedge-bushes, before you reach the 
20mph signs painted on the road surface.

Beyond the next road-hump, there is a gap in to 
pole-fence on each side of the road. Here, you have a 

choice. You may slip into the meadow (Cowey Sale) on the right, 
just keeping behind the roadside car parking, or you may take to 
the riverside path on the left.

In either case, you will come to a café in the meadow: there are 
public toilets to the right of the service-point.

At the café, you should make sure that you are on the riverside 
path. Up ahead, the graceful parabola of Walton Bridge fi lls the 
view. Advance towards the bridge, but only as far as a pole with a 
small notice-board att ached: you will have plenty of opportunities 

25.4
Posts 91 and 92, on 
Desborough Island

25.5
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to explore the underside of the span: just 
not from the riverside path.

The notice-board displays the timetable 
and fares for the ferry service at Shepperton, 
so that walkers (travelling upstream) will 
have the option, if the timing does not fi t 
(or if they are too niggardly to pay the 
ferryman for the unique experience) of 
crossing the river by Walton Bridge and 
walking through Shepperton to pick up 
the riverside path on the north side of the 
river at Shepperton Lock.

At the ferry timetable pole, take a path off  
to the right, which rises and curves left to 
pass underneath the bridge, then curves 
round to the right on the far side of the 
bridge. This path continues to rise to the 
level of the bridge: when you reach the 
roadside, turn left to cross the approach 
viaduct for the previous bridge.

At the far end of the bridge, on the left, 
you will fi nd Post 94.

The post was originally on the riverside, 
but was moved during the creation of the current bridge.

There have been six bridges which have successively crossed the 
river at this point since the fi rst was built around 1750: before that, 
there was a ferry here. But the curious name of the meadow you 
have passed (Cowey Sale) hints at more. The word Sale means the 
same as Stakes, and this hints at the point where Julius Caesar made 
a bridge (probably a simple pontoon) to take his army across the 
river (or, as too-literal schoolboy translations would have it, “threw 
his army several hundred paces across the river”).

Just beyond the post, you will see a footpath descend 
away from the road: it is here that the current section 

of the Coal Tax Circuit route 
comes to an end.

Ahead lies the town centre of 
Walton-on-Thames. To reach 
the middle of the town, walk 
eastwards, crossing the end of 
The Ridgeway, then bearing 
left onto Bridge Street.

Pass a car showroom on your 
right, then bear slightly left 
where the main road swings 
right: you are still on Bridge 

Post 93, on Walton Lane

Walton Bridge, at the 
timetable post for the 
Shepperton Ferry 25.6
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Street, on which you should 
continue until you meet a 
crossroads (controlled by 
traffi  c lights). 

There are all facilities here, 
from banks to restaurants. In 
particular, if you turn right at 
the crossroads onto High Street 
(with The Heart shopping 
centre now on your left), you 
will come to a modern fl atiron 
building: the library. Keep to 
the right of the library, and 
immediately, you will come to 
a bus stop: from here, there are bus services to Shepperton, Chertsey, 
Staines and Heathrow Airport.

Yes, of course Walton-on-Thames has a railway station, which 
has connections to Waterloo, but, it is situated a full 1.7km to the 
south of the town centre, and is likely to be of limited interest to 
walkers who have the River Thames as their current focus. They 
(particularly those armed with Oystercards) may prefer to consider 
arranging their day’s journey to continue ahead to West Molesey.

Post 94, on the east side of 
the old Walton Bridge
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CTC
26

Walton-on-Thames
to

West Molesey

Start Walton-on-Thames, Old Bridge End — 40m W of KT12  1AR

Finish West Molesey, Central Square — KT8  2QY

Distance 6.99km

Duration 1 hour 27 minutes

Ascent 33m

Access Bus at start of section. Bus at end of section.

Facilities All facilities near start of section. Shop at end of section. Pubs on river en route.

26.1 Old Bridge End, Walton-on-Thames. 0m

26.2 From post 94, L on path ahead; L/L under bridges; R/R under bridges; L to 
riverside path; R; over marina entrance; ahead to Sunbury Lane.

1700m

26.3 Ahead past Sunbury Lock to Post 95. 1260m

26.4 Ahead to post 96. 490m

26.5 Downstream for about 800m to Post 97 (on landward side of path). 630m

26.6 Return past waterworks wall; L opp fi ngerpost; L on Hurst Rd for 950m, 
passing Post 100b (relocated) in waterworks compound.

1360m

26.7 Ahead to post 98 on roadside. 480m

23.8 R on Weston Ave; L on Walton Rd; R on Central Ave to shops. 1070m
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This section begins at the eastern (Walton) end of the 
old Walton Bridge, which has been superseded in 

recent years by the gleaming modern bridge. The approach viaduct 
of the old bridge on the east side of the river has been preserved, 
and is used by pedestrians and cyclists.

Walton-on-Thames is one of the most ancient sett lements in the 
area, and the site of Walton Bridge is a possible location for Julius 
Caesar’s fording of the river, the other main coitender being in the 
Brentford/Isleworth area. The place-name indicates that there was 
an existing sett lement of pre-Roman inhabitants, the name coming 
from the same root as ‘Welsh’. Like many communities in this 
quarter, the railway brought the impetus for expansion, and today 
Walton has many commuters into London. It is also a popular 
location for corporate headquarters, being convenient for the City 
and also for Heathrow airport.

Walkers starting the day at this point, and coming by bus from across 
the river, should alight at the fi rst bus stop after crossing the bridge, 
by the Bear Inn in Bridge Street: simply backtrack the bus route to 
reach Old Bridge End. Alternatively (and with only a short extra 
distance on the walk-in), alight at Swan Walk in Lower Halliford, 
then follow the bus route ahead, turning left at the roundabout and 
crossing the bridge and viaduct to reach the start of the section at 
Old Bridge End.

26.1Walton Bridge and Post 94 
on Old Walton Bridge
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On the bus from points east, alight at Hepworth Way bus stop (by 
the library) and walk ahead on Bridge Street to Old Bridge End, 
bearing right at the car showroom.

From Walton-on-Thames station (if you must), it is a 2.1km walk: 
take Ashley Park Road, bear north at the roundabout (third exit as 
if by car) onto Ashley Road. Left at La Dolce Vita restaurant, then 
left again at the lights onto New Zealand Avenue, then ahead at 
junction by the car showroom on the right to reach Old Bridge End.

A few paces from Post 94, towards Walton, a pathway 
of crushed stone leaves the main path and descends 

into the woodland. The crushed stone path soon turns to the left: a 
muddy track appears to continue ahead.

Here, be careful. Although some maps indicate a path to the river 
(following the muddy track), do not be tempted: there is no safe way 
through. It is a bramble-clad and boggy disaster (and there speaks 
the voice of boot-engulfed, arm-and-leg-shredded experience).

Follow the crushed stone path, which descends and turns left again 
to lead you underneath the two bridge approaches, then turns right 
to parallel the upstream side of the new bridge. Do not turn left 
with the main path, but rather turn right in front of the concrete 
foundation of the new bridge, and cross back underneath the bridge 
approaches. Once out from under the old bridge, turn half-left to 
cross a fi eld and reach the riverside path downstream from the 
bridges.

There are public toilets — the last such adjacent to the route for 
many kilometres — at the riverside café upstream beyond the 
bridges.

Turn right to follow the riverside path downstream. Soon, you will 
reach the Walton marina: the path rises to cross the bridge over the 
marina entrance. Beyond the marina, residential Walton touches the 

26.2

The River Thames 
downstream from Walton 
marina on a still morning
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riverside, but mainly it is on a low bluff . Soon, 
you will reach the Anglers Inn, preceded by a 
signpost for the Swan Inn, which is up a road 
to the right.

If you turn right at the Swan, and follow Manor 
Road and Thames Street, you will reach the 
centre of Walton in about 550m.

Pass across the frontage of the Anglers Inn, 
and continue along the riverside path: you will 
probably see many people rowing (using oars, 
that is, not heated language — although, ...) 
on the river. You will pass the Walton Rowing 
Club as you go.

Just beyond the rowing club, the 
path bifurcates: take the left-hand 

path (marked on the ground by the acorn 
identifying the Thames Path as a National 
Trail). Trailing on the wooden fence which 
separates this path from the lane on the right, 
you may fi nd some hops growing, though not 
in the quantities that would be needed to turn 
the Anglers into a brewpub!

There is a glimpse of the tower of St Mary’s 
church, across the river in Lower Sunbury, seen 
behind the metalwork of Sunbury Weir as you 
pass along the river, just before you reach the 
Weir Inn.

Continue past the Weir Inn to reach a footbridge 
which leads onto Sunbury Lock Ait (island).

Post 95 is on the island, but is 
situated on the private land of the 

boat club. Beyond the bridge, on the right, the 
imposing bulk of the lock-keeper’s house rises 
up, and soon you will reach Sunbury Lock.

The current main lock was opened in 1927 by 
Lord Desborough, then chairman of the Thames 
Conservancy, but there has been a lock here 
since 1812. The fall of Sunbury Lock measures 
1.87m.

About 200m beyond the lock 
(measured from its upstream 

gate), the sharp-eyed walker will be able to pick 
out Post 96 across the river at the bott om of a 
litt le alleyway.

To reach and touch this post, the ardent Coal 
Tax Post completist would need to cross Walton 

26.4

26.3

Above: The Anglers Inn
Below: Sunbury Weir and
St Mary’s church tower

26.5
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Bridge and follow the roads to the alleyway, a distance of 3.8km 
(and, of course, 3.8km back again).

Continue downstream, passing fi rst an important fi ngerpost and 
then the waterworks wall, engraved with Metropolitan Water Board. 
A litt le beyond this, look out for Post 97: it is one of the squat, 
unpainted Type 1 concrete posts which are so easy to miss, and it is 
situated on the landward side of the riverside path.

At this point, you must turn and retrace your steps 
along the riverside path to head back upstream to the 

fi ngerpost passed earlier: it leads your 
way into a narrow path (which is of some 
antiquity — it appears on maps at least 
as far back as 1868). This path has the 
waterworks wall on the left, with solar 
panels in the disused reservoir tanks, and 
a caravan park on the right. At the far end, 
where Apps Court Farm is on the right, 
the path eases out onto Hurst Road.

Turn left into Hurst Road: the footpath 
is on the far side. However, just inside 
the gate of the waterworks complex, you 
will see a relocated post (Post 100b in the 
standard catalogue).

In its ‘beached’ state, this post looks much 
taller than other Type 2 posts, but this is 
due to the length of the legs which are 
usually underground (cf Post 49 on Oxhey 
Lane, met in section 16).

The waterworks complex was originally 
called the Chelsea Water Works,  the 
company of that name having moved 
their riverwater extraction from a site in 
Pimlico after it became illegal to draw 

Posts 96, left, and 97, right, 
to the east of Sunbury Lock

Fingerpost for path leading 
to Apps Court, Hurst Road26.6



26 – 6 Coal Tax Circuit © 2018-21 IG Liddell

drinking water from the River Thames below the tidal limit at 
Teddington Lock. By 1875, the Molesey reservoirs had outstripped 
the original tanks; these (operated by the water companies for 
Chelsea and Lambeth) were incorporated into the Metropolitan 
Water Board in 1902. The Board operated a complex organisation 
of water extraction, purifi cation and discharge to meet the needs of 
London as it grew through the Victorian, Edwardian and Georgian 
eras.

The works are now in the hands of Thames Water, and although the 
original tanks have been superseded, it is still a live waterworks, as 
the riverside machinery opposite the MWB wall demonstrates.

Continue eastwards on Hurst Road, passing Post 98 
at the side of the road (on the opposite side from the 

footpath). On your right, you have the containing banks of the 
Knight and Bessborough reservoirs, the grass managed by a fl ock 
of sturdy well-nourished sheep.

Beyond the reservoir bank, take the fi rst road on the right, Weston 
Avenue. Walk its full length to Walton Road, where turn left. Turn 
right into Central Avenue to reach a parade of shops on the left. 
This ends the current section of the Coal Tax Circuit route.

Beyond the shops, on the crescent which surrounds an open area, 
is the terminus of the 411 bus, with services to Hampton Court and 
Kingston. This is the only bus service in the area which is operated 
for TfL, and which therefore accepts Oystercards.

Post 100b (left) in the 
waterworks entrance;
Post 98 (right)
on Hurst Road

26.8
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CTC
27

West Molesey
to

Milbourne Lane

Start West Molesey, Central Square — KT8  2QY

Finish Claygate, Milbourne Lane at Swan Inn — KT10  9BS

Distance 7.73km

Duration 1 hour 36 minutes

Ascent 33m

Access Bus at start of section. Bus at end of section.

Facilities Shop at start of section. Pub at end of section. Shop and restaurant en route.

27.1 West Molesey, Central Square 0m

27.2 W on Molesey Ave to Molesey Rd (post 99). 390m

27.3 L to post 100. 430m

27.4 Ahead; L beside river; R over fb ; main path through reserve; L to river. 1740m

27.5 R to weir; L to Mill Rd; ahead; L on Farm Rd; R on Douglas Rd to post 102. 1910m

27.6 Return; under rly to Lower Green Rd; L past Post 103 250m

27.7 R on Station Rd to Esher stn; ahead to Portsmouth Rd, where R to post 104. 530m

27.8 L on Litt leworth Common Rd to end; ahead; R at path jct to Litt leworth Rd. 750m

27.9 Ahead to New Rd (post 106). 340m

27.10 Ahead to Milbourne Lane (post 107). 250m

27.11 Ahead to jct. 40m
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This section of the Coal 
Tax Circuit route begins 

at the south end of the row of shops 
on Central Avenue, in West Molesey.

The fi rst half of the section (after a 
walk along Moseley Road) is on 
footpaths through the Molesey 
Heath nature reserve; the second 
half is almost entirely on streets, 
the exception beuing a short stretch 
of pathway in the midst of the 

woodland of Litt leworth Common.

The 411 bus route, with services from Kingston and 
Hampton Court, is the only service in the area which is 
operated for TfL, and which therefore accepts Oystercards.

From Central Square, walk westwards on 
Molesey Avenue (that is, turning right off  

Central Avenue if coming from the shops). Across the 
junction with Walton Road is Post 99.

Turn left along Molesey Road to fi nd, just 
before reaching Pool Road, Post 100.

Cross over the end of Pool Road, then after 
50m, turn left alongside the Dead River, on 

a path sometimes known as Fleet Lane, with a housing 
estate abutt ing on the left.

The Dead River does seem to be an appropriate name for the 
stagnant or sludgy (depending on the season) morass in its litt le 
channel. It rises in eastern Walton-on-Thames, and is now canalised 
to the south of the Molesey reservoirs. The river fi nally turns east 
to fl ow under Molesey Road; it runs out into the River Mole at the 
end of its short course. In its whole length, the Dead River does not 
trouble a single 5m contour line on the 1:25000 Ordnance Survey 
map.

Follow the Dead River to reach a 
sturdy footbridge on the right. Cross 
the bridge, and continue ahead 
on a broad, level path which goes 
through the mixed woodland of 
Molesey Heath nature reserve.

Eventually, after passing through a 
gate at the south end of the reserve, 
the path comes out onto a narrow 
lane.

A cursory glance at the map might 
suggest turning right along the lane, 
but you would be wrong. 

27.1

27.2

Posts 99 (top) and 100 on 
Molesey Road

Path through
Molesey Heath

27.3
27.4
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Turn left, therefore, and follow the lane round to the entrance to 
a caravan park. Here, pass through a squeeze-stile to continue on 
a narrow path to the right of the caravan park. This path leads 
straight to the banks of the River Ember, or the River Mole. It’s the 
same water, though it is divided and partially canalised in this part 
of the Mole’s course.

Turn right at the river (the locked gate on your left 
gives you no option), and follow the broad track, with 

the river on your left. When you are almost within touching distance 
of the railway as it crosses the litt le valley, turn left and cross the 
river: there is a weir beneath your feet. With a litt le right-and-left, 
you walk even closer to the railway to come out onto Mill Road, 
crossing another river channel.

The general industrial park on your left occupies the site of a 
long-gone paper mill: even the 1868 
Ordnance Survey map describes the 
buildings as Old Paper Mills.

Carry on along Mill Road, but where 
the main road turns right to pass 
beneath the railway, do not follow 
it. Instead, turn left onto Farm Road 
and immediately turn right onto 
Douglas Road.

This very short block on Farm Road 
contains a convenience shop and a 
café. The shop is the only one on this 
section after leaving the shops at the 
start of the section in West Molesey, 
so take thought as to any need to 
stock up with supplies.

Follow Douglas Road: it drifts back 
to the side of the railway. A block of 
two semi-detached houses faces you 
on the right-hand side of the road, at 
the point where the road eases left 
again.

On the embankment, only a few 
metres from the corner of the house, 
you will fi nd Post 102, a tall obelisk 
as is often found as a marker beside 
a railway.

Turn around here, 
and walk back along 

Douglas Road, the railway now on 
your left, to reach a passageway 
beneath the tracks. Go through to 
the other side of the railway, where 

Posts 102 (below) and 103 
(bott om), one on each side 

of the railway to the west of 
Esher station

27.5

27.6
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you will see Post 103 on the other side of 
Lower Green Road.

Turn left at the post to follow 
the left-hand footpath of 

Lower Green Road, changing to the 
right-hand footpath as the road slips 
beneath the railway.

At the crossroads just beyond the Esher 
station bus stops, turn right into Station 
Road and follow it to Esher station.

Note that some maps advertise the 
existence of a café on the right-hand (west) 
side of Station Road on the north side 
of the tracks: this business is no longer 
trading (as discovered in autumn 2018) 
and the property is resolutely empty. The 
stained-glass business next door does not 
off er food.

Esher station is situated on the main 
South Western Railway line between 
Waterloo and Basingstoke, for points 
west to Salisbury and Exeter, and south to 
Southampton and Weymouth. The station 
opened in 1838 as Ditt on Marsh, but was 
soon renamed as the apparently more 

salubrious Esher and Hampton Court.

With the construction of the branch railway to Hampton Court, 
the station name was now less appropriate, so it became Esher and 
Claremont in 1844, the latt er part named after Prince Leopold’s 

estate to the west. This name lasted for almost ninety years 
until it was named simply Esher, though some timetables 
continued to call the station Esher for Claremont or Esher for 
Sandown Park.

The horse-racing circuit lies immediately west of the 
station, and there is a direct link between station and 
racecourse which is open on popular race-days.

The station is now served by trains which run between 
Waterloo and Woking. Oyster is not valid at this station.

Continue south to the junction with the Portsmouth 
Road (the former A3). On the corner, outside the former 
Orleans Inn (which was taken over by a branch of Café 
Rouge), there is an immense cylindrical milestone, with 
an impressive range of distances, stretching to London, 
Dorking and Portsmouth, engraved on its side.

Turn right here, and walk along the right-hand pavement 
of Portsmouth Road. Opposite Litt leworth Common Road, 

Milestone on
Portsmouth Road

Post 104

27.7



© 2018-22 IG Liddell Coal Tax Circuit 27 – 5

you will fi nd Post 104 set into the wall of a bungalow: it does not 
appear to have been aff orded the same degree of care and att ention 
as have other posts in the locality.

Cross Portsmouth Road (there is a traffi  c refuge up 
to the right, if the queues are relentless) and walk 

along Litt leworth Common Road, 
which fi nally takes a swing to the 
left and ends. Carry on straight 
ahead on a woodland path, and at 
the cross-path, turn right to follow 
a clear path which leads out onto 
Litt leworth Road.

This short foray into woodland (and 
respite from hard surfaces) clips 
the western edge of Litt leworth 
Common: on emerging onto 
Litt leworth Road, Post 105 may be 
seen over to the right.

Continue ahead on 
Litt leworth Road: at 

the junction of Sandy Lane, Post 106 
may be seen on the right-hand side 
of the road.

Taking up much of 
the left-hand side 

of the road hereabouts is Claygate 
House, home of Dairy Crest.

Walk on out onto open ground, with 
the Swan Inn prominent ahead, but 
bear to the right of the road, aiming 
for Post 107, which you will see 
opposite the bus stop.

From the post, bear 
left to reach Arbrook 

Road, opposite the pub.

Posts 105, left, and 108, 
right, on Litt leworth Road

Post 107 on Milbourne Lane 
(below); Swan Inn, Hare 
Green (bott om)27.8

27.9

27.10

27.10
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This marks the end of this section of the Coal Tax Circuit route.

The bus stops here are served by the K3 service out of Kingston.

The Swan Inn off ers food and drink during opening hours, and also 
has rooms for overnight stays.
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CTC
28

Milbourne Lane
to

Star Inn, Malden Rushett

Start Claygate, Milbourne Lane at Swan Inn — KT10  9BS

Finish Malden Rushett , Star Inn — KT22  0DP

Distance 9.29km

Duration 2 hours 02 minutes

Ascent 104m

Access Buses at start and end of section..

Facilities Pubs at start and end of section.

28.1 Milbourne Lane at Swan Inn 0m

28.2 S on Arbrook Lane past car park; maintain bearing W of S to T-jct of paths; 
R to paved track, R to post 108.

1460m

28.3 Return on track; SSE to Arbrook Fm; R; bear L to rbt; L; cross A3 slip-roads; 
cross Copsem Lane to care home; L ; to post 109. 

830m

28.4 Ascend to post 110 at corner of Sandy Lane. 450m

28.5 Cross Copsem Lane, and return downhill to Queen’s Dr, where R; ahead on 
Stokesheath Rd N, across rly (posts 111 and 112).

950m

28.6 Down Stokesheath Rd S to Fairoak Lane; L for 800m to paths at Highgate 
Cott ages; L (N) on path into Great Oaks for 300m; L for 500m to post 113.

1930m

28.7 Return 500m then L for 450m to post 114. 790m

28.8 Return to Fairoak Lane. 600m

28.9 Follow The Avenue through Prince’s Coverts to gate in SE corner. 1950m

28.10 Exit to A243 Kingston Rd; L to post 115. 280m

28.11 Return to the jct at Star Inn bus stop. 60m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route 
begins on Milbourne Lane in Claygate, 

at Post 107, which is situated across the road from the 
Swan Inn.

This section follows woodland paths for much of the 
way after a walk along Arbrook Lane, though there 
is a tarmac interlude between the A3 and the Crown 
woodland on Fairoak Lane.

The bus stops here are served by the K3 service out of 
Kingston. There is no public transport which abuts the 
route until you reach the end of the section, so be sure 
that you are prepared.

The Swan Inn off ers food and drink during opening 
hours, and also has rooms for overnight stays.

Set off  southwards from the junction (with 
the pub on your left and the post on your 

right) along Arbrook Lane, passing a brick church on 
your right and a school on your left: eventually, the road 
will peter out into a car park on the edge of Arbrook 
Common.

Enter the car park, and take the broad track (a bridleway) ahead 
from the far end. Do not take the path to the left of the railings 
which bound the left-hand side of the car park.

Immediately after leaving the car park, the path ahead forks: you 
should take the broader, right-hand option. The way ahead is 
clear, with the direction to the west of south. After a few minutes’ 
walking, you will notice a small brook on your right for a short 
period of time: the path continues on its straight route — or at least, 
as straight as any natural route through the forest can be.

After almost 700m walking from the car park, the path meets a 
crossing path at a T-junction. Turn to the right here: you will see 
high-voltage power lines now parallel on your left. Continue until 

28.1

28.2

Post 107, seen from the end 
of Arbrook Lane

Left: the fork in the path on 
entry to Arbrook Common

Right: Post 108 beside the 
bridge on the hard track
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you reach a metalled track: turn right to cross a litt le 
bridge and reach Post 108 on your left. The bridge spans 
The Rythe, fi rst met on the southern edge of Litt leworth 
Common.

Re-cross the bridge and continue along the 
metalled track until you reach the gate of 

Arbrook Farm. Here, turn right to leave the track on a 
footpath through the woods. The constant roar of the 
traffi  c on the A3 is close by on your left: where a path 
trends in from the right, bear left to follow it out onto 
the pavement on the edge of a roundabout, with the A3 
overhead.

Turn left to keep the traffi  c on your right, now coming 
from behind you. Advance and cross the entry slip-road 
for the eastbound A3, walk under the main road, and 
cross the exit slip-road. Continue round the roundabout, 
and cross Copsem Lane, using the refuge. You will now 
come up against a retirement home.

Turn left to reach post 109 at the corner of the road called 
The Rythe (the brook of that name is behind the houses 
on the other side of Copsem Lane). The post leans at a 
rather ungainly angle.

At this point, it is tempting to see the 
woodland behind the home as a pleasant 

route to the end of Sandy Lane, but research failed to 
fi nd the path which leads away from the side of the A3, 
so from here, it is Hobson’s choice: continue along the 
right-hand pavement of Copsem Lane, climbing to the 
top of the rise in the company of the busy traffi  c (which 
is even busier if there is congestion on the M25 to the 
west).

At the top of the rise, Sandy Lane joins from the right, 
and post 110 may be found at the junction, rather more 
upright than its neighbour at the foot of the hill.

Cross Copsem Lane at the refuge, and 
turn left to descend. Part-way down, turn 

right into Queen’s Drive. You are entering the Crown 
Estate, with its notices which might seem just this side 
of minatory, but worry not: your route ahead is on a 
public bridleway. Closed-circuit cameras abound in 
this area.

Continue on Queen’s Drive until it swings right, and 
carry on ahead into Stokesheath Road North. The No Through 
Road signs do not apply to those on two or four feet. Walk along 
Stokesheath Road North, climbing to the summit, where the road 
is blocked to vehicular traffi  c, Cross the railway bridge, looking to 
your right for post 111, then entering Stokesheath Road South at 

Posts 109 (top) and 110, on 
Copsem Lane, respectively at 

The Rythe and Sandy Lane

28.3

28.5

28.4
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the far side of the bridge. Post 112 is prominent on the right, 
but not quite as prominent as a pill-box on the left, which 
probably is not intended to be a deterrent to walkers.

Descend Stokesheath Road North (which still 
bristles with TV cameras) to reach its junction 

with Fairoak Lane.

The next 800m is on a par with the stretch after Bumble’s 
Green in Essex for scariness, and for the same reason. Cars 
run pell-mell along this road which contains no footway. 
Take it carefully.

Just before you reach Highgate Cott ages on the right, you 
should cross the road to enter the Crown’s Great Oaks estate, 
using a clear footpath (which is marked on some maps as The 
Avenue). Walk northwards on this footpath for 300m, where a 
path (Birchwood Lane) joins from the left. Turn left onto this 
path, and follow it for 500m to reach post 113 on your left.

At this point, turn round and retrace your steps 
to The Avenue, and turn left. Follow this path 

for 500m, not quite as far as the A3: post 114 may be found 
on your right.

Once again, turn round and retrace your steps, 
following The Avenue all the way back to 

Fairoak Lane.

Cross the road with care to reach a track (still 
called The Avenue) which leads southwards 

from the road.

You are now entering another of the Crown estates, Prince’s 
Coverts. That is how the land is named on maps, though the 
Crown Estate prefers Oxshott  Woods on local noticeboards.

28.6

Above left: the pill-box on Stokesheath Road North

Above right: post 112

Left: post 113

Bott om left: post 114

28.7

28.8
28.9
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The Prince in question was Leopold, later King Leopold I of the 
Belgians, who lived nearby at Claremont Park. Following his 
departure, his estates were purchased by the (British) Crown, and 
they have been managed as Crown land ever since.

If you search on the web for information and maps of Prince’s 
Coverts, you will probably still come across references to the need 
to purchase a key from the Crown Estates offi  ce in Windsor Great 
Park in order to gain access to the land. However, this arrangement 
is no longer necessary for walkers, who may traverse the designated 
paths through the Crown Estate freely and without hindrance.

The way ahead is broad and clear: after the fi rst straight stretch, 
the path crosses another, and begins to trend left. You will pass a 
pond on the left, after which the path trends to the right. The path 
eventually reaches a gate at the southern end of the Prince’s Coverts.

Press forward on a track to reach the A243, the road 
which links Kingston with Leatherhead. Turn left to 

reach post 115 outside the Star Inn.

Turn around (perhaps after a detour to the pub) and 
return along theA243 to the pair of bus stops called 

Star Inn.

This marks the end of the section.

The bus stop for the 465 service to Kingston (it is a TfL service, so 
Oystercards are valid) is immediately ahead.

The Star Inn may be deemed a suitable way to end the section, 
food and drink being served for lunch, dinner and throughout the 
afternoon. Food is “pub favourites plus”.

Left: the path through 
Prince’s Coverts

Right: Post 115
in front of the car park

of the Star Inn

28.10
28.11
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CTC
29

Star Inn, Malden Rushett
to

Wells Road, Epsom

Start Malden Rushett , Star Inn — KT22  0DP

Finish Epsom, Dorking Road at Wells Road — 300m WSW of KT18  7JZ

Distance 6.43km

Duration 1 hour 24 minutes

Ascent 71.4m

Access Bus at start of section. Bus 400m ENE of end of section.

Facilities Pub at start of section. Shop 400m ENE of end of section.

29.1 Malden Rushett , Star Inn. 0m

29.2 S from inn; L; L at signboard; follow path inside edge of wood to post 116. 2380m

29.3 Ahead to post 117. 720m

29.4 L across fi eld; R at cross-paths; through mini-paddocks and in wood to 
pond; L to Christchurch Rd; L to post 118

1880m

29.5 Ahead to post 119 just before Glanmire Farm. 1450m

29.6 L through wood to Woodcock Corner (post 120).

29.7 Ahead (SSE) on clear path; pass pond on R; ahead (bw 38); L on fp 25; cross 
path beneath power lines; ahead to Woodlands Rd.

29.8 R (WSW) parallel to rly to bw 38; L over rly; ahead to Craddocks Ave; L/L on 
Epsom Road to post 122.

29.9 Ahead (Dorking Rd) to Wells Rd.
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This section of the Coal 
Tax Circuit route begins 

at the south end of Malden Rushett  
on the A245 at the Star Inn (post 115 
is in the inn’s car park).

This section follows paths through 
Ashtead and Epsom Commons, with 
a short stretch of road at the end of 
the section.

The bus stops here are served by 
the 465 service between Kingston 
and Dorking (every 30 minutes, but 
only hourly on Sundays). There is no 

other public transport on this section: there are buses about 400m 
distant from the end of the section, along Dorking Road.

The Star Inn off ers food and drink from noon daily. Food is “pub 
favourites plus”. There is a shop near the bus stop 400m distant 
from the end of the section, along Dorking Road.

From the Star Inn, cross to the other side of the main 
road and turn right. Just before reaching the bus stop 

(for Dorking-bound services or when arriving from Kingston), 
turn left onto the driveway of d’Abernon House to enter Ashtead 
Common at its prominent signboard: this point of entry to the 
Common is known as Epsom Gap.

Ashtead Common is managed by the Corporation of the City of 
London: it is one of several areas beyond the Square Mile which 
were purchased by the Corporation in the latt er part of the 
nineteenth century for the recreation of Londoners. Other such areas 
include Hampstead Heath, Epping Forest, Burnham Beeches, and 
a collection of commons in the south of the London conurbation, 
south of Croydon. 

At the signboard, turn left onto bridleway 29, and follow it as it stays 
just within the woodland of the Common. About 750m from the 
start of the section, you will come to post 116, shortly after passing 
a blasted tree on your left. The post is tucked away on the left, to the 
left of a stile which gives out onto the adjacent farmland. Indeed, it 

is much easier to see from the other direction.

Continue along bridleway 29 for 
a further 750m to reach post 117, 

on the left, next to a prominent bush. Here, 
bridleway 33 comes in from the right, and 
passes out onto the farmland which surrounds 
Rushett  Farm.

As you stand at the crossing-point of bridleway 
33, the far horizon behind the post is the high 
ground of Richmond Park.

29.1

29.2

The Epsom Gap entry into 
Ashtead Common

Left: Blasted tree on Ashtead 
Common

Right: Post 116 on the edge 
of Ashtead Common

29.3
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Follow the bridleway 
out of the Common and 

onto the farmland. There is a sinuous 
line of trees ahead in a slight dip, but 
before you reach the trees, you will 
come to a cross-path. Some of the 
fi ngerposts have been vandalised, 
but here you should turn to the right, 
crossing the fi eld towards a stile.

The path now runs through an area 
of mini-paddocks, with much use of 
tape to separate the areas, and with 
stiles. At the far end of the paddocks, 
a stile lets the path into woodland. 
Keep ahead on the clear path a stew 
pond on your right.

A stew pond kept fi sh for manors and monasteries during the 
Middle Ages, for those who observed meatless Fridays (and, in 
some monastic cases, other days as well) as a penance.

Turn left at the pond, and follow a path made up of crushed stone 
along the left-hand edge of an open area: this soon leads through a 
small car park (there is a bigger one just along to the right) and out 
onto Christchurch Road. Turn left along the road, passing post 118 
on the opposite verge. 

Just before you reach Glanmire Farm on the left, you 
will see a wooden footpath fi ngerpost pointing sharply 

left into the woodland. Part-hidden in the bushes here, you will also 
fi nd post 119.

Take the footpath into the woodland: it 
follows the line of the edge of the Common, 

but does not quite abut the edge. Cross a path  — this is 
the path by which you descended to the pond — and 
continue ahead to the next cross-path, where a stake 
announces that you are at Woodcock Corner.

Over to your right, in clearer sight than the previous 
two posts, stands post 120.

Post117, looking across 
towards Richmond Park

29.5
Below, from left:

posts 118, 119 and 120,
and the stew pond

on Epsom Common

29.4

29.6
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These three posts which stand close 
together indicate the diff erent levels of 
care and att ention for the posts.

Continue from Woodcock 
Corner, now heading off  in an 

approximation to a  south-south-easterly 
direction for almost 1.5km along a broad 
clear path. You will pass a pond on your 
right about half-way along this path.

Look out for the stakes which indicate the 
numbers of each of the rights of way which 
cross your path. You are on bridleway 38: 
at a stake on the left-hand side of your 
path, announcing the crossing of footpath 
25, turn off  the bridleway onto the 
footpath, which soon bends to the right.

Follow this path, crossing another one 
directly underneath power lines (there is a 
crab apple tree at the junction) to continue 
to the edge of the common at the end of a 
road, where a litt le stream called The Rye 
is crossed by a bridge.

Beyond the bridge, there is an area of grassland to the right, with 
the railway beyond. Beside stream and railway is the site of post 
121.

From the bridge, double back to follow the broad path 
parallel to the railway (which is now on your left), until 

you return to bridleway 38. Here, turn left to rejoin the bridleway 
and cross the railway by a level crossing.

Always look and listen for trains: if you see or hear one, no matt er 
how far away, or if you hear the tracks ‘singing’, stay (or retreat) 
behind the kissing gate.

Once across the tracks, continue ahead until the path runs out onto 
Craddocks Avenue.

From this point, if you follow Craddocks Avenue to Woodfi eld, 
and turn right, you will reach Ashtead station. Trains here connect 
Waterloo and Victoria in London with Guildford, Dorking and 
Horsham. The station, though, is fully 1.4km from this point on the 
route.

Just before reaching the station, there is an extensive choice of shops, 
but these would only really be useful if you are using Ashtead 
station at the beginning or end of a day’s walking.

Turn left onto Craddocks Avenue, then left onto Epsom Road. 
Continue on the left-hand pavement of Epsom Road until you reach 
post 122.

29.7

The broad path through 
Epsom Common

29.8
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The post is adjacent to the borough boundary 
sign: you will be walking from Mole Valley 
District into the Borough of Epsom and 
Ewell. The modern boundary is in the same 
place as that which formed the coal tax area 
in the 1860s: it is formed by The Rye, which 
dribbles under the road here.

From the boundary (where the 
road becomes Dorking Road), 

climb to the top of the hill to the junction of 
Wells Road, the end of this section.

If you continue ahead on Dorking Road for 
about 400m, you will come to the outermost 
TfL bus stops in Epsom; there is a shop 
nearby.

Post 122 on Epsom Road

29.9
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CTC
30

Wells Road, Epsom
to

Tattenham Corner station

Start Epsom, Dorking Road at Wells Road — 300m WSW of KT18  7JZ

Finish Tatt enham Corner station — KT18  5QD

Distance 7.40km

Duration 1 hour 42 minutes

Ascent 134m

Access Bus 400m distant (ENE) from start of section, and 500m from start of section en 
route. Train at end of section.

Facilities Shop 400m distant (ENE) of start of section. Pub, shops and café at end of section.

30.1 Dorking Road at Wells Road 0m

30.2 SE opp Wells Rd: LH path ahead; head SE; L at road; R on Loop Rd; R on 
Wilmerbatch Lane; R on Pleasure Pit Lane to post 123 on L.

1690m

30.3 Ahead; L on Farm Lane; L on path to post 124 at Headley Rd. 1030m

30.4 R to junction with Langley Vale Rd; cross to post 125. 470m

30.5 L on refuge path; R at lights to Langley Bott om Fm; R; ahead to post 126. 1000m

30.6 L; climb onto Walton Downs for 600m; L (N) to post 127 on L. 800m

30.7 R through wood to open down; L for 140m, then L (N) to post 128. 570m

30.8 Ahead; R to racecourse crossing; cross; R parallel to rails to post 129 (L). 370m

30.9 Ahead to post 130 (R). 470m

30.10 Ahead to gap in rail; R to rd; R to post 132. 500m

30.11 Ahead; L on rd to shops; R to stn forecourt. 450m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route begins at 
the junction of Dorking Road and Wells Road, on the 

western edge of Epsom.

This section follows paths and streets to Langley Vale, then paths to 
and across Walton Downs and Epsom Downs, to fi nish at Tatt enham 
Corner station.

Important note: be sure to check the racing calendar for Epsom 
Downs: you should not consider walking this section on a race day. 
Apart from the hordes of racegoers, the crossings of the course will 
be closed. The Downs on a quiet day are too good to be missed, so 
leave well alone if there is racing at Epsom.

About 400m distant from the start of the walk, ENE along Dorking 
Road, there is a bus stop with TfL services from points east. There 
is a shop near the bus stop.

With your back to Wells Road, leave Dorking Road to 
the south-east on a path. Within the fi rst few paces, a 

path bears off  left: take this route. This path soon bears right to take 
up the south-easterly direction again: a useful check that you have 
chosen correctly will be that a patch of open land will soon be on 
your right.

The path leads through woodland, with buildings drifting closer 
on your left as you proceed. You reach a road at a bend; follow it to 
your left past a bus stop.

Buses serve Epsom from this stop, and other destinations towards 
Morden and Croydon.

Beyond the bus stop, bear right onto Loop 
Road, and almost immediately right again 
onto Wilmerbatch Lane. Walk the full length 
of this road: one wonders whether the house 
called Flintstones was named in homage to 
the lane, or vice versa).

At the garden centre with the Olive Tree 
restaurant, where Wilmerbatch Lane curls 
left to become Headley Road, cross ahead 
to enter Pleasure Pit Lane (the street-names 
here are certainly more inventive than in 
standard estates in, say, Tooting).

As Pleasure Pit Lane veers to the right, you 
will fi nd post 123 in the undergrowth on the 
left.

Continue along the lane, 
crossing a side-street on the 

left (where you might as well check off  
Cherry Orchard — ho, ho!). Ascend to reach 
a crossroads with a gate into Ashtead Park 
ahead. Here, turn left onto Farm Lane, 

30.1

30.2

Pleasure Pit Lane at the 
Cherry Orchard, with 
distant Royal Mail van

30.3
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following its left-hand pavement as 
far as Paul’s Piece (a street on your 
left). Continue ahead, without the 
benefi t of footway.

All the way along Farm Lane, the 
land on your right is part of the 
City of London Freemen’s School, 
and you may well hear the sounds 
of the school: in particular, the 
sub-simian grunts and chants of 
school sport often emanate from the 
playing-fi elds behind the hedge.

Turn left down an enclosed path (if 
you reach a road going off  to the 
right, you have overshot), and follow this path down, and then up; 
as it bends to the right, post 124 may be found tucked in on your 
left-hand side.

Rise up across a small open area by a bus stop to reach 
Headley Road. Turn right along Headley Road to its 

end at the junction of Langley Vale Road: ahead, post 125 is in the 
hedge by the verge.

Take a gap in the hedge just to the left of the post and 
turn left: this refuge path will give you a much more 

comfortable descent than using the footway-free road.

Pass a lonely pole with a push-butt on for a road crossing (the butt on 
is high enough for someone to operate it while on horseback), then 
fi nd a gap in the hedge on your right (at an old sign). This leads you 
out onto a path which descends diagonally to the left of a cluster of 
farm buildings, Langley Bott om Farm.

It is worth noting that the farm is named Langley Vale Farm on some 
maps.

Posts 124 (left) and 125 
(right), on Headley Road 

and Langley Vale Road

Posts 126 (left) on the path 
in Langley Bott om, and 

127 (right), on the edge of 
Langley Vale housing estate

30.4

30.5
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Turn right at the bott om to pass 
through the farmyard and out along 
the valley-fl oor path. After about 
250m, you will come to post 126 on 
the right-hand side of the path.

You will have noticed the frequency 
of posts increasing in this area: 
there must have been assiduous 
functionaries in what passed for 
local government here in the 1860s. 
In some places, two posts were 
erected close to each other, one by 
each of the abutt ing authorities, 

but the stretch from here to Colley Hill seems like overkill, given 
the tsunami of posts. Why was everyone so paranoid about tax 
collection just here?

Shortly after passing the post, a clear path leads up to 
the left: take it, and climb onto Walton Downs, past the 

gallops which are used for training. The path climbs up to an area 
of woodland called The Warren and, bearing slightly right, follows 
a path just inside the woodland. At a point where the guard-rails 
come up against the path on your right, turn left (just east of north) 
to reach post 127 on the right: the houses of the Langley Vale estate 
lie just to the left.

Walton Downs gallops:
turn north here

Below: the grandstand seen 
across Epsom Downs

Bott om left: post 129

Bott om right: the Derby 
course near post 129

30.6
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Turn right at the post, and follow a path through the 
woodland to emerge onto the open down. After only 

140m, turn left again to plunge once more into the woodland: post 
128 will be found on your right.

Soon after, you should turn right on a cross-path just 
inside the woodland. This soon leads you back onto 

the path at the side of the woodland, with the gleaming guard-rails 
of the Derby course on your left, and the grandstand beyond.

The panorama beyond is impressive, stretching from Bracknell 
Forest to the hills fringing London to the north. Those with 
particularly sharp eyes will pick out the arch of Wembley Stadium, 
just in front of the farthest horizon  — pan your eyes to the right of 
the grandstand, and in good visibility, you should see the gleaming 
parabola.

Go through the gap in the guard-rail and cross the course, then turn 
right to keep the course on your right. After 70m, you will see post 
129 on the left.

Continue next to the guard-rail on the inside of the 
curve of the course, passing a car park on your left. 

About 500m beyond post 129, you will come to post 130, beside the 
guard-rail. Look across the course, and you will see post 131 (in a 
much bett er condition) on a small mound.

Unfortunately, we must break sequence here: there is no way to 
reach post 131 without crossing the course, and the only way to do 
that is to descend to the three-furlong marker, cross to the road, 
passing post 132 in the process.

Continue, then, to that gap in the guard-rail, and 
cross the course. To the left, you are looking down 

the home straight. Cross the road at the kiosk, and turn right. Post 
132 may be found at the corner of the pub garden, facing the road.

Follow the road round to the right: beyond the 
guard-rails on the left, turn left off  Tatt enham 

Corner Road. Pass a petrol station on your left to reach the centre 
of Tatt enham Corner (the street is 
known, rather grandiosely, as Great 
Tatt enhams. 

There are shops of all descriptions 
here, plus cafés and restaurants.

Cross the road and turn right to 
reach the forecourt of Tatt enham 
Corner railway station.

This point marks the end of this 
section.

Tatt enham Corner is at the end of 
a branch line from Croydon: there 

Post 132 at the corner of 
the garden of the pub at 

Tatt enham Corner

30.8
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are two trains per hour. All services run to East Croydon, stopping 
at all stations; most continue to London Bridge, but some evening 
services run through to Victoria instead.
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CTC
31

Tattenham Corner station
to

Mere Pond, Walton on the Hill

Start Tatt enham Corner station — KT18  5QD

Finish Walton on the Hill, Mere Pond — KT20  7RW

Distance 3.17km

Duration 44 minutes

Ascent 67m

Access Train at start of section.

Facilities Pub, shops and café at start of section. Pub near end of section. Restaurant, café 
and shops at end of section.

31.1 Tatt enham Corner station 0m

31.2 W off  stn forecourt to mound and post 131. 110m

31.3 Descend L off  mound, then R to rd; L on rd to post 133. 320m

31.4 Cross rd; through hedge; L beside rails to wood; leave rails on R; through 
wood for 350m to post 134.

860m

31.5 Ahead; where houses are on L, ahead for 900m to post 135. 1130m

31.6 Rise to enter small green space by post 136 at metal traffi  c barrier. 220m

31.7 R edge of green area; pass Bell Inn; ahead to rd with Mere Pond on R. 530m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route begins at 
Tatt enham Corner station.

This section follows paths throughout its length.

Important note: be sure to check the racing calendar for Epsom 
Downs: you should not consider walking this section on a race 
day. The hordes of racegoers place great strain on transport and 
the surrounding area. The Downs on a quiet day are too good to be 
missed, so leave well alone if there is racing at Epsom.

Tatt enham Corner is at the end of a branch line from Croydon: 
there are two trains per hour. All services run from East Croydon, 
stopping at all stations; most start at London Bridge, but some 
evening services (unlikely to be of interest to walkers starting at 
Tatt enham Corner) run through from Victoria instead.

Just to the east of the station, there are many shops, cafés and 
restaurants.

Walk westwards off  the forecourt of Tatt enham Corner 
onto a small grassy mound, which off ers a fi ne view of 

the racecourse. Over to the left, but still on the mound, is post 131. 
Bear left from the post, parallel to the main road, to descend from 
the mound to the left of a fence on a retaining wall. Turn right to 
reach the main road, where turn left. There are houses on your left, 

and the Downs on your right.

Cross over the end of Oaks Way, ad 
continue ahead to post 133, on the 
pavement outside number 100.

Here, cross the road and squeeze 
through a hole in the hedge. Dip 
under the guard rail to reach a path, 
where turn left. Follow the gallops 
on your right for 500m until you 
reach a parting of the ways. The 
guard-rail passes to the right of some 
woodland, but the path plunges into 
the wood.

From here, the navigation is simple. 
Just keep going as close to due south 
as the path will take you. When 
another path crosses, you will fi nd 
yourself with housing on the left: 
just keep the backs of the houses on 
your left all the way along.

Eventually, you will reach the top of 
a hill, where you will pass through a 
white metal barrier next to post 136 
(on your right): the path then bends 
a bit to the left. Keep to the rightmost 

31.1

31.2
Posts 131 (below) and 133 
(bott om), on the east side 
of Epsom Downs, close to 
Tatt enham Corner station
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path across a patch of green: you will soon come out onto a lane at 
the Bell Inn.

If you need to escape from the route here, you may reach Tadworth 
station. With your back to the pub, take the path across the green to 
the far corner, and out onto The Avenue, where turn right. Almost 
immediately, take a footpath on the left, which leads you to the 
main road, from which the station is only a quick left-and-right 
away. Tadworth station is on the same line as Tatt enham Corner — 
platform 1 for Croydon and London.

From the Bell Inn, simply follow the lane south to 
reach Walton on the Hill at the Mere Pond: this is the 

end of the section.

Directly opposite the pond, there is a restaurant. Just ahead, the 
Blue Ball Inn serves food and drink. On your right, you will fi nd 
shops. All that is missing is the good transport network.

Top: post 136

Left: Bell Inn

Bott om: Mere Pond

31.3
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CTC
32

Mere Pond, Walton on the Hill
to

Kingswood station

Start Walton on the Hill, Mere Pond — KT20  7RW

Finish Kingswood station — KT20  6EN

Distance 9.53km

Duration 2 hours 04 minutes

Ascent 102m

Access Train at end of section.

Facilities Pub, shops and cafés at start and end of section. Pub at Mogador en route.

32.1 Mere Pond 0m

32.2
- 32.9

S on Deans Lane; L/R on path near house-backs; cross rd to L of post 140; 
follow woodland edge with golf course on R for 1km to pond.

1710m

32.10
- 32.16

Keep to SSE bearing between hedge and course to M25; L to rd. 1410m

32.17
- 37.22

R over M25; ahead past posts 149 and 150 to post 151 at Swiss Cott age; 
return 20m; R to post 152; return 60m; path diag R to cross-path, where R 
(post 149 again); over M25; ahead to Mogador Rd (post 153); ahead to pub.

1650m

32.23 Ahead on R side of heath; after 800m, diag through gap; R side of heath 
for 1km; R at post 154.

1820m

32.24
-32.25

Pass post 155 to main rd at rbt; L past next rbt; cross; L on R pvt (post 155 
at bus stop); ahead to rly cutt ing on R.

1480m

32.26
- 32.27

Path R to rd; R/L on path; bear L at house on R; R on main rd; path R 
through copse to stile; bear L over fi eld to stile L of bldg; out to rd; R, using 
refuge path on R, then past shops to Kingswood stn.

1460m
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Note that in this section, we do not 
mark each staging-point on the map 
with its subsection number —  this 
is because the map identifi es each 
post, but there are just too many 
posts on the route of this section. 
Subsection numeration refl ects that 
of the map staging-points.

The summary directions above 
indicate the overall ambit of each 
subsection within the process of 
numeration.

This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route begins at 
Mere Pond in Walton on the Hill. Post 137 stands 

guard on the south side of the road, opposite the pond.

This section is almost entirely on paths as far as Brighton Road, 
after which a mix of paths and streets will lead you to Kingswood 
station.

The almost-straight line of the route from Tatt enham Corner to 
Swiss Cott age brings coal posts at great frequency: no fewer than 
21 are listed in a span of less than 7km. On this southern part of 
that straight line, there are instances of intervisibility, and you may 
even have a sight of three in a line south of the M25 (particularly in 
winter).

Next to post 137, there is a restaurant. Just ahead, the Blue Ball Inn 
will serve food and drink during its opening hours. Along the street 
to the right of the restaurant, you will fi nd shops. All that is missing 
from the vicinity is a helpful and regular public transport option.

Cross the road, and pass to the left of post 137 along 
Deans Lane. As noted above, you will soon reach the 

Blue Ball Inn. Continue past the inn; where it swings to the right, turn 
left onto the grass. After 40m, 
turn right on a path which 
crosses; follow this path 
parallel to the house-backs 
on the right to  emerge onto 
Dorking Road.

32.1

32.2

Post 137 at Deans Lane,
Walton on the Hill

Left: post 140, at the side of 
Dorking Road, with onward 
path on its left

Right: post 141
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Across the road, you will spot post 
140 on the verge. Take a path which 
leaves the road to the left of the 
post, just inside the edge of some 
woodland, with a golf course on the 
right.

The path continues along the edge 
of the golf course, leading in a 
south-south-easterly direction. 
After the path has come out of the 
woods to border the golf course, you 
should hold to the left-hand edge of 
the course — whenever you have 
the option of two sides of a hedge, 
choose side nearer to the course.

About 1km after crossing Dorking 
Road, you will pass a pond on the 
right.

After a further 
770m, having ticked 

off  several more posts, you will 
come to one (it is post 146) on the 
left, where a clear bridleway goes off  
to the left. By this point, the air will 
be fi lled with the roar of incessant 
traffi  c.

Do not take the bridleway, but 
continue ahead towards the noise. 
You will pass two more posts (147 
and 148) in quick succession.

These two posts allow the viewer 
to see very clearly the cast of the 
manufacturer at the base of the 
column: it was the Regents Canal 
Company Ironworks.

A short distance after post 148, the path turns to the left: here, you 
are walking parallel to the M25 at the top of its Mogador cutt ing. 
You will soon arrive at a track with the motorway bridge on your 
right.

This incessant parade of posts is remarkable. After toying with 
the idea of a circle around London, which would have been as 
uncomprehending of physical geography as the straight-line 
boundaries of many of the United States of America, the pragmatic 
view was taken that the Coal Tax boundary should be the same as 
that of the Metropolitan Police District, which contained all parishes 
which were within, or contained land within, a fi fteen-mile radius 
(that is, about 25km in modern parlance) of the General Post Offi  ce 

From top: posts 142, 143 
and 144 at the edge of 

Walton Heath golf course

32.10
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(postal headquarters at the time) in St Martin’s Le Grand (just to the 
north of St Paul’s Cathedral).

This produced a relatively simple boundary around most of 
the capital, but the parish of Banstead stood out, having a huge 
triangular southern edge. On today’s maps, this looks like a kitchen 
knife which pierces the M25. Perhaps there were many packmen’s 
routes across Walton Heath, or perhaps it was just the Corporation 
of the City of London putt ing on a show of apparent strength at this 
maximum distance from the dome off  St Paul’s, but the posts do 
come thick and fast here.

Top left: posts 144a and (in 
the distance) 145

Right from top: posts 
145, 146 (with 147 in the 
distance) and 147

Bott om left: post 148
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Turn to the right, and 
cross the motorway: look 

to your right, and the traffi  c swarms away 
towards Headley and Leatherhead (and 
beyond to Heathrow and Watford).

On the south side of the bridge, the track 
bears right. Opposite a path which goes 
off  to the right, you will fi nd post 149 
on the left. The track now passes a path 
which goes off  to the left, and bends to the 
right. At this point, opposite a track going 
off  to the right, is post 150.

Here, the track is now set on a southerly 
bearing, and the sharp-eyed may espy 
post 151 in the distance.

Take the track to its end at the wall of 
Swiss Cott age: post 151 is over on the 
right, at the top of the path (by the gate 
to Mole Place) which takes the westbound 
North Downs Way over the ridge and 
down Juniper Hill.

Post 151 is the southernmost coal 
post on the circuit: it is time now to 
turn back towards the River Thames. 
Pragmatically, this may be considered to 
be “three-quarters round”, but in fact, the 
75% mark of “boots on the ground” is not 
reached until you are into the next section.

Return along your approach to Swiss 
cott age for about 20m, where a fi ngerpost 
points the Dover-bound North Downs 
Way to the right.

Follow the North Downs Way for a litt le 
over 150m to post 152, then turn on your 
heels to go westwards again.

After about 60m, a path leads off  through 
the woods half-right: this will bring you 
out again onto the main track between 
the motorway and the North Downs Way. 
Turn right here and (passing posts 150 
and 149 for a second time) regain the motorway.

On the approach to the bridge, note a three-step brick structure on 
the right: this is to allow riders to dismount or remount: for reasons 
of safety, horses should be led, not ridden, on the bridge.

Cross the bridge: looking east, the traffi  c screams away towards 
Gatt on and the M23 junction.

Top: the manufacturer’s
cast at the base of post 148

Above: the path to the south 
of post 148, with local rider

32.17
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The route ahead follows the track to the north, through a cluster of 
houses which makes up the hamlet of Mogador. On the right, you 
will see a house called Thornymoor.

It looks a perfect sett ing for an Agatha Christie novel, so you had 
bett er get that precise Belgian-infl ected accent ready.

Beyond Thornymoor, you will come to a road junction: Mogador 
Road comes in from the right, and post 153 leans alarmingly at the 
end of the road. To the left, a bridleway stretches towards post 146.

Continue northwards on a track to reach the sixteenth-century 
Sportsman Inn (it was in the past a royal hunting lodge), where you 
begin your crossing of the eastern edge of Banstead Heath.

Top left: post 149

Top right: post 150, looking 
towards post 151

Bott om left: post 151
Middle right: post 153
Bott om right: approaching 
the Sportsman Inn
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The pub is open from noon daily, and has a menu of 
“pub favourites”, pizza and other delights. In the past, 
the reception for walkers had a reputation of being 
somewhat glacial (it is odd that a pub calling itself The 
Sportsman should be allergic to the countryside users), 
but we always hope that customer service is always on 
an upward trend.

This part of the heath is open grassland, 
and you should follow a broad path 

which takes its right-hand side, with a fringe of 
woodland to the right.

About 800m after passing the inn, the path makes its 
way-through a gap half-right into another large area 
of grassland: take the right-hand side of this fi eld on a 
clear path. At fi rst, woodland encroaches on your left 
and then, after passing the policies of a house on the 

Top left: post 152, looking eastwards along the North Downs Way

Top right: post 154

Bott om left: post 155

Middle right: apple-strewn path east of Brighton Road

Bott om right: approaching Kingswood at Garden Farm

32.23
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right, the path plunges ahead into the wood, descending to reach 
post 154. 

Here, turn to the right along the litt le valley fl oor, 
past a house on your left. Continue ahead to emerge 

onto the main Brighton Road at a roundabout.

This is the Brighton Road as viewed from Sutt on — the A217, not 
the A23 from central London.

Turn to the left to follow the kerb of the roundabout and onto the 
left-hand verge of the northbound Brighton Road. Taking great 
care, cross the main road and turn left, following the footway uphill 
with the main road now on your left. At the bus stop, pass post 155.

Just before reaching the large roundabout ahead, bear right onto 
a footpath. Cross Bonsor Drive and, with a quick right-and-left, 
pick up a footpath on the right-hand edge of the woodland. Pass a 
large house on the right, after which the footpath drifts to the left to 
return to Brighton Road.

Continue northwards on Brighton Road, crossing the east end of 
the Tadworth railway tunnel.

On the north side of the railway, take a footpath off  
to the right into a copse. At the right time of year, 

the path will be strewn with windfall crab apples, and the air will 
be heady with the aroma of cider. At the far end of the copse, cross a 
stile and bear left across a fi eld to a stile at the far side, with Garden 
Farm on your right.

Follow a narrow path from the stile to the road, running next to a 
low-roofed brick building on your right. Turn right onto the road. 
After 130m, cut behind the hedge to follow a refuge path parallel 
to the road. At the end of this path, cross the road and continue 
alongside a parade of shops to reach Kingswood station.

This point marks the end of this section.

The parade of shops includes a café and a pub.

There are two trains per hour from Kingswood to East Croydon: 
most services run on to London Bridge, but some weekday evening 
services go to Victoria instead.

32.26

32.24
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CTC
33

Kingswood station
to

Netherne Drive, Hooley

Start Kingswood station — KT20  6EN

Finish Hooley, Netherne Drive — 100m NNE of CR5  3EB

Distance 8.45km

Duration 1 hour 55 minutes

Ascent 141m

Access Train at start of section. Bus at end of section.

Facilities Pub, shops and café at start of section. Pub in Chipstead Valley en route.

33.1 Kingswood station 0m

33.2 SE from stn; L on Forest Dr; R on The Glade to top; descend Lto post 157. 1660m

33.3 Under rly; climb to lane; R to Perrott s Fm; R into fi eld to R of outbldg; R 
beside wood; enter wood at bott om; pass post 158 up on L.

1580m

33.4 After 230m, bear half-R on “summer route”; bend L until NNE; R on path 
down to back of pub and to rd; refuge path to wooden fence on L separating 
fi elds (post 159 on roadside).

1710m

33.5 Ahead to rbt. 210m

33.6 Cross rd; and climb R pvt of Hazelwood Lane; to post 160. 330m

33.7 Cross rly; L immediately after Greensleeves on L; R/L to cross golf course to 
How Lane (post 161).

510m

33.8 L on How Lane; R on Hollymead Rd; cross Coulsdon Lane at post 162. 780m

33.9 Ahead (E); R on Woodfi eld Hill; R on main rd to lights; cross to post 164. 1650m

33.10 Advance to Netherne Drive. 20m
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This section 
of the Coal 

Tax Circuit route begins at 
Kingswood station.

This section mixes paths and 
streets, ending on the busy 
A23, the main thoroughfare 
running between London 
and Brighton.

There are two trains per hour 
to Kingswood from East 
Croydon; most services start 
at London Bridge, but some 
weekday evening services 
start at Victoria instead.

There are shops on the north side of the station.

Turn left out of the station, and follow Waterhouse 
Lane uphill. Turn left into Forest Drive, then right into 

The Glade. Follow The Glade up to the point where Forest Drive 
comes in from the left, then turn left down an enclosed lane. At the 
bott om, this will lead you to post 157 on the right.

Continue under the railway, and ascend on the other 
side on a clear track which leads out onto Reads Rest 

Lane. Turn right, and follow the lane up to Perrott s Farm, the 
fence-posts festooned with repetitive and hectoring notices.

At Perrott s Farm, you will see a fi ngerpost on the right, directing 
you into a fi eld along the side of an outbuilding (the main buildings 

are on the left-hand side of Reads Rest Lane). 
Take two sides of the outbuilding on your 
left, and cross to the trees. Turn right to keep 
the trees on your left, down to the corner of 
the fi eld, where you enter Banstead Woods. 
The path curls to the left. Soon, you will see 
post 158 up to the left.

Does this suggest that the path you are 
following used to be a litt le bit higher? Or is 
the faint trod up to the post the remnant of 
a path up from the valley and through the 
woods?

Continue past the post, and 
after a further 230m, you will 

come to a parting of the ways. The “summer 
route” down to your right should be your 
choice.

Keep to the main path, ignoring paths off . 
The path gradually bends to the left: when 

33.1

33.2

Post 158 in
 Banstead Woods

33.3

Post 157, south of the 
Chipstead Valley rail line

33.4
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you are pointing in a north-easterly direction, you 
should see an access point into a fi eld on your right, 
with a path going half-right and gently descending: 
this is an option, but not the best choice: carry on to a 
path which goes off  to the right at 90° (that is, to the 
east).

This path leads straight downhill, with a hedge on 
the rigt, and at the bott om, you will reach a wall 
enclosing a car park. Bear to the left of the car park 
wall to reach Outwood Lane.

The wall encloses the Rambler’s Rest Inn’s car park.

There is a refuge path which avoids the need to walk 
along the carriageway of Outwood Lane: just follow 
it until you come to a wooden fence stretched across 
the fi eld on your left.

At this point, there is an exit onto Outwood Lane: 
pop up and out to the road to fi nd post 159 at the side 
of the road.

After visiting the post, return to the refuge path 
and follow it until it turns to meet the road at a 

mini-roundabout.

Here, cross the road to follow the right-hand pavement 
of Hazelwood Lane, up out of the valley. Just before you 

reach the railway bridge, post 160 is tucked in on your right-hand 
side.

Cross the railway bridge, and continue alongside 
the track. Look out on the left for a house called 

Greensleeves (the nameplate on the driveway is on the left, with its 
back to your direction). Take a narrow enclosed lane uphill along 
the side of Greensleeves: at the top, you will come out onto a golf 
course. Here, the path makes a quick right-and-left zigzag, Cross 
the golf course to emerge onto How Lane: post 161 is on your left.

The path through
Banstead Woods33.5

33.6

Left: Post 161
Right: Post 162

33.7
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Turn left on How Lane, taking it to 
the next junction, where turn right 

onto Hollymead Road. Follow the right-hand 
pavement of Hollymead Road to a crossroads, 
where post 162 sits on a grassy island, along with 
a fi ngerpost and an old Croydon council marker.

Carry straight on over the junction, 
continuing eastwards. Take the next 

street to the right (Woodfi eld Hill) and descend 
steeply to reach the roaring A23, the main road 
from London to Brighton. Turn right, and follow 
the right-hand pavement. It is the only one: the 
crash barrier on the far side of the road is right up 
against the kerb.

Somewhere over on the left, there may be a post, 
but it is not worth risking life and linb to poke 
about behind the crash barrier to see whether 
there is anything of interest hiding in the bushes.

Keep going until you reach a set of traffi  c lights. 
Cross the main road here, to the left of the junction 
with Netherne Drive. You will fi nd post 164 on 
Brighton Road at the junction.

Advance to the junction, and prepare to begin the 
next section on Netherne Drive.

This point marks the end of this section.

At this relatively benighted spot, the 465 bus service plies its way 
between Redhill and Croydon.

Post 164, cowering behind 
the undergrowth on the A23 
at Netherne Drive

33.8

33.9

33.10
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CTC
34

Netherne Drive, Hooley
to

Whyteleafe station

Start Hooley, Netherne Drive — 100m NNE of CR5  3EB

Finish Whyteleafe station — CR3  0AD

Distance 8.86km

Duration 2 hours 05 minutes

Ascent 185m

Access Bus at start of section. Train and bus at end of section. Bus at Coulsdon Common 
en route.

Facilities Pub, shops and café at end of section. Pubs at Coulsdon Common and Kenley en 
route.

34.1 Netherne Drive at A23 0m

34.2 E on Netherne Dr; L at T-jct on track; R/L to contour; rise; bend R to rd; R; L 
on track; L/R past signboard to R side of fi eld; ascend L; R to car park.

1890m

34.3 R on road for 400m; path to L of post 166. 420m

34.4 R at crosspath to open land; SE; descend L through wood to complex path 
jct; ahead; R to and through wood; bear L with sports gd on R to pub.

1940m

34.5 Ahead; R (hedge on L); at end of houses, half-L through wood to post 167. 410m

34.6 Cross Coulsdon Rd; ahead to Stiles Hill Rd at post 168. 360m

34.7 L on lower fp; before houses, ascend R; L across fi eld to Hayes Lane; L; R to 
airfi eld at meml; L on perimeter rd for 200m; L through gap in hedge; ahead 
(SW) on lane; R to bldgs; bear R; L to far N corner of fi eld; R to pub.

1870m

34.8 Ahead to Hayes Lane; L; R on Golf Rd; ahead to end of runway; R of copse; 
descend L to Hilltop Rd; R to Hornchurch Hill; R on Whyteleafe Hill.

1870m

34.9 Ahead to stn. 100m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit 
route begins on the busy A23 at 

Netherne Drive.

This section is mainly on paths with short 
linking street phases: it is quite hilly.

The 465 bus, running between Redhill and 
Croydon, serves the start of this section. There 
are no shops on this section.

The name Netherne in the landscape of this area 
is linked with the former Netherne Hospital. It 
was built at the turn of the twentieth century 
because of the overcrowding at the existing 
Surrey County Asylum at Brookwood, near 
Woking in the west of the county. It was a 
pioneer hospital in mental health, and in the 
1940s in psychosurgery, bringing favourable 
remarks from Eleanor Roosevelt, who visited. 
At its peak, the hospital contained almost 2000 

patients, but increasing use of community care reduced the patient 
population, which stood at only 150 when the hospital fi nally closed 
in 1994.

The site was redeveloped for housing a century after the building 
of the original hospital: the architectural nullity of the current site 
infl uenced the decision to devise this route so as to by-pass the new 
‘village’ of Netherne-on-the-Hill in favour of passing the City of 
London’s Happy Valley car park and public conveniences.

Turn your back on the roar of the A23 and walk up 
Netherne Drive, crossing the two railway lines. Where 

the road swings to the right, take a track to the left: this is known 
(without apparent irony, and despite the outward appearance) 
as Prett y Lane. It rises to a rather forbidding gate, but before you 
reach the gate, there is a footpath which goes off  on the right. Take 
this path, which soon swings to the left. Another path goes off  to 
the right, climbing: ignore this, but continue to contour  (just east 
of a northerly bearing) on the clear path. Incessant barking soon 
heralds the fact that there are kennels in the buildings down to 

the left: pass by the kennels and 
move into a gently climbing, gently 
rightwards-bending trajectory, until 
the path emerges on a road at an 
equestrian facility.

Turn right along the road for 
30m, then left to pass amongst the 
buildings of Woodplace Farm. 
You will need to take a quick 
left-and-right zigzag to gain a 
litt le lane which passes the farm’s 

34.1

34.2

Prett y Lane, east of the A23: 
the route turns right before 
reaching the gate

Looking across the line of the 
route E of Woodplace Farm, 
as it drops and climbs (R-L), 
before crossing Farthing 
Downs (L-R)
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eastmost buildings: this soon leads 
to the top of a hill. In the fi eld on the 
left is a City of London signboard: 
cross into the fi eld, and turn right to 
descend its right-hand side. Leave 
the fi eld at the bott om through a 
gap in the hedge on your right, and 
turn left (onto an east-north-easterly 
bearing) to follow a path which 
drops, then climbs up onto Farthing 
Downs. Once on the open downland, 
bear off  right, still climbing, to reach a car park: over on the right is 
a block of public conveniences. This is the Corporation of the City 
of London’s honeypot site for Happy Valley, which lies to the east.

The City of London manages several commons in this part of 
London’s southern edge, purchased in the late nineteenth century 
for the leisure benefi t of all. The familiar black signboards set out 
the by-laws and delineate the areas for public leisure.

The road here forms part of the Avenue Verte, a cycling route between 
London and Paris.

Continue ahead on the road, passing to the left of the 
toilets. After a litt le over 400m, you will spot post 166 

on the left.

Take a path to the left of the post, into the woods. Soon, 
a clear path crosses: 

take this path to the right, rising to 
reach the edge of a fi eld. Follow a 
faint path across the fi eld to reach 
a crossing footpath: take this path 
to the left to descend through Figgs 
Wood and come out at the lip of 
Happy Valley.

There are lots of paths visible from 
this point: take the one which bears 
slightly left to a crossing-point in 
the valley. From that point, continue 
ahead to take a path which climbs 
a bank to the right to reach a wood 
beside a bench at the top. Continue 
through the wood to emerge farther 
up the valley on its northern lip.

Here, the route follows that of the 
London Loop, and its signposts 
make navigation that much easier. 
The route swings left to border a fi eld 
on the right, the far end of which is 
used as sports pitches.

Happy Valley car park, 
looking north to London

34.3
Posts 166 (below) and 167 

(bott om) in the landscape34.4
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The Fox Inn on your right off ers food and drink during 
normal hours.

Continue ahead from the pub, making for 
the left-hand corner of some houses. Turn 

right here, not into the street but along the other side of 
the hedge from the street. At the far end of the houses, 
bear half-left on a path which crosses some woodland. 
At the end of the woodland, turn left to reach Coulsdon 
Road, with post 167 on the other side.

The 466 bus (travelling right-to-left) off ers a regular 
service to Purley and Croydon from this point.

Cross Coulsdon Road, and take a tarmac 
path along the right-hand edge of 

Coulsdon Common. This soon descends to reach Stiles 
Hill Road, where post 168 is situated.

Cross the road, and take the lower of 
two fi ngerposted footpaths to the left: 

this descends gradually from Stiles Hill Road, leading 
towards Caterham Drive. Just before you reach the 
houses, turn right to climb on a footpath. Once you 
reach the top of the housing estate on the left, take a 
northerly bearing (half-left) to follow a path into and 
across a large fi eld, making for a bank on the far side, 

with a road at the top of the bank.

The road is Hayes Lane: turn left along its right-hand pavement until 
you reach an entry (on the right) onto Kenley airfi eld, signposted to 
the Memorial.

This is the former RAF Kenley, a key airfi eld during the Batt le of 
Britain, and was the home pitch of Gp-Capt Sir Douglas Bader, 
whose exploits were translated onto the silver screen in 1956 as 

Reach for the Sky, with Kenneth More playing the 
part of Bader.

Turn left onto the perimeter road of the airfi eld, 
now used by gliders: the memorial is off  to your 
left. Follow the perimeter road for about 200m, 
then go to the left to pass through a gap in the 
hedge onto Hayes Lane.

A short-cut route is possible by continuing on the 
perimeter track to the runway at the NNE corner 
of the airfi eld, going to the end of the runway, and 
turning right at the south side of Kenley Common.

Cross Hayes Lane and continue down Waterhouse 
Lane. Take a path to the right, once again following 
the signs for the London Loop. The path leads to 
the right of a domed building, and crosses a fi eld. 
A waymark suggests passing to the right of a tree 

Post 168 on the edge of 
Coulsdon Common

34.5

The pleasures of the 
Watt enden Arms

34.6

34.7
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(which stands at a former fi eld boundary): 
here, bear to the left of a tree to pick up 
a pathto the far right-hand corner, beside 
a house. Exit the fi eld onto Old Lodge 
Lane and turn right. Continue past an 
out-of-place 1960s housing block on the 
left to the Watt enden Arms (on your right).

The Watt enden Arms sells drinks and 
home-cooked food during its opening 
hours.

Continue on Old Lodge Lane 
round its bends to come out 

onto Hayes Lane (again). Turn left on 
Hayes Lane, then right onto Golf Road. 
After the last of the houses on Golf Road, 
the London Loop heads off  diagonally 
across the fi eld on the left: the Coal Tax 
Circuit route keeps ahead to reach the end 
of Kenley airfi eld’s longest runway at its 
north-north-easterly end.

Here, the short-cut via the airfi eld rejoins 
the main route.

Once past the end of the runway, the path diverges. Take the path 
which passes to the right of the corner of a copse, than take another 
which descends to the left through woodland and across fi elds, 
reaching Hilltop Road down a fl ight of steps.

Turn right and follow Hilltop Road round to the left and down 
to Hornchurch Hill, where turn right to follow the street out to 
Whyteleafe Hill.

Turn left down the hill, passing post 169 on the way, to 
reach the station car park on the left-hand side of the 
road.

The Caterham Valley railway line has regular services 
to London: trains for the capital leave from the platform 
adjacent to the station car park (platform 1).

Note also that, across the tracks and up to the right (take 
the ‘no-entry’ St Luke’s Road), there is a bus stop for 
buses towards Croydon, and also Upper Warlingham 
station, for further rail services to London on the East 
Grinstead line.

The route continues across the level crossing, but this 
marks the end of the current section of the Coal Tax 
Circuit route.

The approach to Whyteleafe, 
looking over to the houses 

and ridge on the far side of 
the Caterham Valley

Post 169, Whyteleafe Hill

34.8





© 2018-22 IG Liddell Coal Tax Circuit 35 – 1

CTC
35

Whyteleafe station
to

Warlingham bus terminus

Start Whyteleafe station — CR3  0AD

Finish Warlingham bus terminus — CR6  9DY

Distance 5.25km

Duration 1 hour 20 minutes

Ascent 172m

Access Train and bus at start of section. Bus at end of section.

Facilities Pub, shops and café at start of section. Shop and café at end of section.

35.1 Whyteleafe station 0m

35.2 Up St Luke’s Rd; R on Godstone Rd to posts 170 and 171. 580m

35.3 Ahead; L on Well farm Rd to post 172. 460m

35.4 Return to Godstone Rd; L through rbt to Woldingham Rd, under viaduct, 
and past Stuart Rd (post 174).

1480m

35.5 L on Bug Hill for 200m; R/L up L edge of golf course; ascend above course to 
rd; L to Halliloo Cott age (post 175).

1160m

35.6 Retrace steps uphill and down path; L to descend; L to ascend Plantation 
Lane; L at end; bear L over common to bus stop (post 176).

1530m

35.7 R to rbt. 20m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit 
route begins at Whyteleafe station, 

on the Caterham Valley line.

The fi rst half of this section is on tarmac, while the 
second half is on hilly paths.

The Caterham Valley railway line has regular 
services from London: many of those from 
London Bridge divide at Purley, with the front 
half (normally) serving the Caterham Valley (and 
the rear half the Chipstead Valley). Trains from 
the capital arrive at platform 2, on the same side 
of the tracks as St Luke’s Road.

Note also that buses from Croydon and Purley 
serve Godstone Road, with a stop at the top of 
St Luke’s Road, and that Upper Warlingham 
station, on the Oxted and East Grinstead line, 
is close by at this point, and may be a useful 

alternative to Whyteleafe station.

The origin of the place-name Whyteleafe refers back to the white 
underside of the leaf of the whitebeam tree, which is common in 
the area. The name White Leaf fi rst referred to a fi eld, and then to an 
adjoining house. In Victorian times, the name was transferred to the 
cluster of houses which had grown up, and (perhaps with an eye 
on the marketing of the area as commuterland), the spelling was 
changed to the cod-historic Whyteleafe.

From the east side of the level crossing at the station, 
go through the ‘no-entry’ end of St Luke’s Road, and 

climb to Godstone Road, the A22.

Of course, if you need to make use of the facilities of central 
Whyteleafe, you may advance to the roundabout and turn right 
onto Godstone Road.

At the top of St Luke’s Road, turn right onto Godstone Road. Across 
the road (and off  to the left) is the bus stop on the 407 route from 
Croydon and Purley; ahead, the road comes down from Upper 
Warlingham station.

Continue along the right-hand pavement of Godstone Road, passing 
post 171 on the way. Behind the house in front of which this post 
stands, at the bott om of its garden, stands post 170: it is a standard 
railside obelisk. It is visible from a passing train.

Beyond post 171 on the right lies Whyteleafe South 
station: there is a pedestrian crossing just beyond the 

road to the station, and you should use it to cross to the left-hand 
pavement of Godstone Road.

Continue past the budget hotel to Well Farm Road. You may turn 
up onto this street to see whether you can fi nd post 173, which is 
said to be in the bushes on the left, just before the railway

35.1

35.2

Post 171 on
Godstone Road

35.3
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Return to continue your southbound 
progress on the left-hand pavement of 

Godstone Road, as far as a roundabout, heralded by the 
Ann Summers factory.

Follow the footpath as it dips beneath the roundabout 
and out onto the other side, where turn left to rise onto 
the right-hand pavement of Woldingham Road.

Follow Woldingham Road to the viaduct (where cross 
to the left-hand pavement); pass beneath the railway 
and proceed to the end of Stuart Road, where post 174 
stands.

Continue along Woldingham Road to the 
next junction, where turn left onto Bug 

Hill. Go beyond the houses on the left, then look out for 
a narrow gap in the right-hand hedge.

Go into the gap, and take one look at the signposted 
footpath, which is impassably overgrown. Here, the 
local golf club have permitt ed walkers to use the edge 
of the course (as long as they do not interfere with play).

Go through the rest of the gap, and bear left to follow 
the very edge of the course. Climb steadily until the 
path leaves the fringe of the course to take a higher 
route through rough grass.

Another path joins from the right, and the combined path now 
enters woodland, and continues to climb. By the time you reach 
the junction with a path which descends to the right, you will have 
climbed 50m from the gap in the roadside hedge.

Do not turn down that path (yet), but continue to climb until you 
come out onto a road. This is the top of Bug Hill. Turn left to descend 
Bug Hill to Halliloo Cott age on the left. Beside the cott age, you will 
see post 175.

Post 174, on Woldingham 
Road at Stuart Road

35.5

Woldingham golf course in 
the Halliloo Valley

35.4
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At this point, you might be asking whether 
the direct route up Bug Hill would have been 
bett er. The answer is in the negative on two 
counts — fi rstly, you would have missed 
these glorious valley views on the way up 
the side of the golf course, and secondly, 
the narrow, twisting and steep litt le lane is 
inherently dangerous for walkers. The extra 
climbing involved in the current route is far 
less ominous than the alternative.

Turn back up the hill from 
Halliloo Cott age to regain the 

top of the footpath coming up from the golf 
course.

Turn right, back down that footpath to the 
junction of paths. This time, you may take the path (now on the 
left) which descends to the bott om of the woodland. At the foot of 
the hill, turn left onto a clear path which begins by climbing, but 
evens out to contour along the side of the valley. It turns into a 
long straight lane trough the trees, and has been given the name of 
Plantation Lane.

At the end of Plantation Lane, turn left onto High Lane, and follow it 
out towards Limpsfi eld Road. On a right-hand bend, however, break 
away to the left across some common land towards a roundabout 

Post 175 on Bug Hill 
outside Halliloo Cott age

35.6

Left: Plantation Lane

Right: post 176,
beside Warlingham
bus terminus
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which is backed by a large red-brick supermarket. Beyond the 
roundabout on the far side of Limpsfi eld Road is post 176.

Turn right at the bus stop next to the post to reach the 
roundabout.

This point marks the end of  the section.

The 403 bus for Sanderstead and Croydon leaves from this stop.

In addition to the supermarket at the bus terminus, there is a café 
on the east side of the roundabout.

35.7
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CTC
36

Warlingham bus terminus
to

New Addington

Start Warlingham bus terminus — CR6  9DY

Finish New Addington, King Henry’s Drive at Meridian High School — CR0  0AJ

Distance 7.01km

Duration 1 hour 31 minutes

Ascent 76.4m

Access Bus at start of section. Bus at end of section.

Facilities Shop and café at start of section. Convenience shop and pub at Chelsham en 
route.

36.1 Warlingham bus terminus 0m

36.2 Chelsham Rd to Sunny Bank (post 177) 120m

36.3 R to Rogers Lane; L to Chelsham Rd; R to Chelsham Common (post 178). 1240m

36.4 L on Harrow Rd to Harrow Inn and post 179. 840m

36.5 E on fp behind houses to Daniels Lane (post 180). 350m

36.6 Ahead to Greatpark; L to Farleigh Ct; R on rd; L to Litt le Farleigh Green; R 
on path, bearing L to post 181.

1900m

36.7 Retrace to path jct; N to pick up old lane to Featherbed Lane. 1170m

36.8 Path opp; R; ascend L; R to Fairchildes Avenue; ahead to King Henry’s Drive. 1310m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route 
begins at Warlingham bus terminus on 

Limpsfi eld Road.

This section alternates country roads and footpaths, 
including some very old tracks.

The 403 bus from Sanderstead and Croydon sets down at 
this stop (and its return journey starts here).

In addition to the supermarket at the bus terminus, there 
is a café on the east side of the roundabout.

Walk to the roundabout and turn left onto 
Chelsham Road. At the next junction, you 

will see post 177 on the left, at the end of Sunny Bank.

Turn right to follow a path which leads back to 
the main road not far east of the supermarket 

roundabout. Turn left onto Rogers Lane. Pass the back of 
a cemetery on your left, and emerge onto Chelsham Road. 
Turn right to reach Chelsham Common, and keep on the 
left-hand pavement with the common on your right to 
reach a crossroads.

If you look ahead, you will see a traffi  c squeeze: the 
housing development which lies beyond the squeeze 

has been named Greatpark, but the preparatory school’s name of 
Warlingham Park has more history. Both are on the site of what was, 
until 1999, a major psychiatric hospital. It was opened in 1903 as 
the Croydon Mental Hospital, later taking the name of Warlingham 
Park Hospital.

Today, only the tall water tower (with working clock faces, 
though not on the north side, which only faces the cemetery — the 
inhabitants resting there do not need to know the time) remains 

36.1

36.2

Post 177, at the junction of 
Sunny Bank and Chelsham 
Road, Warlingham

Post 178, on
Chelsham Common

36.3
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of the hospital buildings, though a 
small cemetery shown on the map 
on the north side of the hospital 
still exists. It, however, is padlocked 
and is out of bounds — echoes of 
the treatment once meted out to the 
patients, perhaps?

Parts of the hospital estate have now 
been colonised by large houses in a 
(largely random) mixture of styles, 
all of them twenty-fi rst-century 
pastiche.

Turn left at the 
crossroads to follow 

Harrow Road, using its right-hand 
pavement, and walk its full length. 
Don’t be afraid, the ‘full length’ 
does not take you across London to 
Harrow, just to the Harrow Inn.

Part-way along on the right, there is 
a small convenience shop which can 
sell any emergency victuals.

The pub opens at noon daily, and 
there is a standard chain-pub menu, 
including lunchtime sandwiches 
(but not on Sundays, when the steamroller Sunday Roast reigns 
supreme).

At the junction, turn right for a few metres: you will see post 179 on 
the other side of the road.

Retrace your steps to the junction, and take 
a footpath on your left: it starts out along 

the backs of the houses on Harrow Road, and reaches 
post 180 on your left, at the end of Daniels Lane.

Continue ahead to reach a major footpath 
junction with a fi eld on the right.  This is on 

the edge of the Greatpark estate.Here, do not take the 
path sharp left into a fi eld, but take the next left, where 
the path runs along the inside edge of a wood, going 
roughly northwards. After leaving the tree behind, the 
path runs between fi elds to reach a tarmac area.

On your right stands a stark and simple litt le church — 
St Mary’s, Farleigh Court. Almost certainly on the site 
of a pre-Conquest church, this building can be traced 
back as far as 1083.

Go past the church, and follow its access road out to a 
junction. Turn right along Farleigh Court Road. After 

Top: Harrow Inn
Above: post 179
Below: post 180

36.4

36.5

36.6
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about 700m along this narrow lane, take 
the road which branches off  to the left 

to run along the frontages of the houses at Litt le Farleigh Court. 
Continue along this road until you have passed beneath power 
lines, and have reached, on your left, a windowless single-storey 
building with a tiled roof.

Here, follow the path across the grass as indicated by the fi ngerpost 
at right angles to the road. The path trends to the left until it sett les 
on a generally easterly bearing. Walk out to the end of the bosky 
area, and you will see post 181 at the edge of a fi eld.

Retrace your steps for a few paces, and pick up a path 
which goes off  to the right (northwards). This path 

stays relatively close to the fi eld on your right, and joins a bigger 
path which sweeps in from the left. This now leads out of the north 
end of the wooded area, and passes, hedged, between two fi elds.

This must be a path of signifi cant antiquity. The old path enters 
some woodland, and descends gradually to the end of a lane, where 
there are yards for the usual secondary activities, as found at the 
end of so many built-up areas. Follow the lane down to meet the 
road.

Cross Featherbed Lane, and follow the footpath 
opposite into some woodland. Climb to reach the 

left-hand edge of some open land: climb, and go to your right to 
follow the top edge of the open land. This path leads through some 
woodland at the far end to come out onto Fairchildes Avenue, at the 
southern edge of New Addington, which is itself a community on 
the edge of Croydon.

Above left: St Mary’s 
church, Farleigh Court

Above right: post 181

36.7

36.8
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Follow Fairchildes Avenue to its end on King Henry’s Drive: the 
Meridian High School takes the right-hand side of the road to and 
round the corner.

This marks the end of this section.

Along King Henry’s Drive to the left, you will fi nd a bus stop on 
the left: from here, the 464 bus will take you to the New Addington 
tram terminus (for Croydon). These buses run every half-hour, 
and only every hour on Sundays, so you should keep in mind the 
alternative of walking to the second bus stop on the right (which is 
just beyond Homestead Way) for one of the more frequent buses on 
the 64 service, either to New Addington or onwards all the way to 
Croydon.
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CTC
37

New Addington
to

Leaves Green

Start New Addington, King Henry’s Drive at Meridian High School — CR0  0AJ

Finish Leaves Green, King’s Arms — BR2  6DN

Distance 2.96km

Duration 42 minutes

Ascent 70m

Access Buses at start and end of section.

Facilities Pub at end of section.

37.1 Meridian High School. 0m

37.2 SE on King Henry’s Drive to post 183. 210m

37.3 Ahead to Skid Hill Lane; R for 110m to post 184. 300m

37.4 Retrace steps to jct; R (Sheepbarn Lane) to post 185. 210m

37.5 Ahead to Higham’s Hill. 410m

37.6 L to cott ages; descend R; L; ascend R; at waymarks near top, L to lane; R, 
to Ashmore Lane; ahead where main route branches L;  ahead where main 
track branches R; out to rd at pub.

1830m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route 
begins at Meridian High School, at the 

junction of Fairchildes Avenue and King Henry’s Drive, 
on the south-eastern edge of New Addington.

This section starts with roads, but ends with a signifi cant 
drop and rise on fi eld footpaths.

From New Addington tram terminus (services from 
Croydon), the 464 bus towards Tatsfi eld will drop you 
at the start of the section, at the bus stop named Meridian 
High School. However, this bus only runs every 30 
minutes (and only hourly on Sundays), so the 64 service, 
also from the tram terminus or from central Croydon, 
may also be of interest. On the 64, you will need the bus 
stop named Homestead Way (on King Henry’s Drive, not 
on Homestead Way itself): walk back past the end of 
Homestead Way to reach the start of the section.

From the junction, walk along King 
Henry’s Drive to the south-east: at the 

end of the school property on your right, you will see 
a broad walkway bounded by high hedges and trees: 
this is a Roman road which ran from Lewes to London 
(Peckham, actually).

There seems to be no name for this Roman road other 
than “London to Lewes”, so I have bestowed upon it 
the unoffi  cial title of Via Croydonica.

Beyond the crossing of Via Croydonica (the trace is less 
followable on the other side of King Henry’s Drive), 
it is a short distance to post 183, up against a modern 
borough boundary sign.

Continue along the road to a crossroads: 
here, turn right along Skid Hill Lane for 

about 110m, at which point, you will come upon post 
184, on the right-hand side of the road.

Turn around at the post, and retrace your 
steps back to the junction. Here, turn right 

37.1

37.2

37.4

Above: Via Croydonica
Below left: Post 183
Below right: post 184

37.3
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onto the continuation of King Henry’s Drive, now called 
Sheepbarn Lane. After about 100m, you will come upon 
post 185 by the side of the road on your left.

Continue past the post to the top of the 
next rise, where Sheepbarn Lane cedes its 

name to Jewels Hill.

Here, a road goes off  left to Higham’s Hill 
Farm: take the road, but immediately take 

a bridleway which parallels it on its right. There is a fi ne 
view to the right across a valley.

The bridleway reaches a house, but just before you reach 
the house, turn right downhill on an enclosed lane. At 
the foot of the lane, turn left along the valley fl oor, then 
right across a stile.

From here, bear left, diagonally across a small fi eld, to 
an old stile. Cross it with care: the footings are all but 
missing, and there is a prickly bush growing through 
the stile where your inside leg should be.

Once over the stile, there is a stiff  pull up to a triangular mini-copse, 
where a waymark points you to the left. A few paces farther on, that 
path reaches a lane, where you turn right along the second side of 
the triangle. You soon come to another diffi  cult stile: there is a path 
to here along the third side of the triangle, but it is not worth the 
candle.

Bear right to follow a narrow pathway to the right of the frontage 
of a house: this leads out onto Ashmore Lane. Where the tarmac 
veers to the left, carry on straight ahead on a stonier track. When, in 
sight of the main road ahead, this track slants right, carry straight 
on ahead to come out onto Main Road (the A233) in Leaves Green, 
opposite the King’s Arms.

Turn left along Main Road to a bus stop.

This is the endpoint of the section.

From here, there is a regular service 
to Bromley on the 320 route, and a 
less frequent service to Bromley via 
Hayes on the 246 route.

Post 185

Diffi  cult stile before the 
climb to Leaves Green

37.5
37.6
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CTC
38

Leaves Green
to

Cudham

Start Leaves Green, King’s Arms — BR2  6DN

Finish Cudham, Blacksmith’s Arms — TN14  7QB

Distance 7.68km

Duration 1 hour 78 minutes

Ascent 149m

Access Bus at start of section. Occasional bus (not Sunday) at end of section.

Facilities Pubs at start and end of section.

38.1 King’s Arms, Leaves Green 0m

38.2 N on R side of rd, on the green to post 186. 100m

38.3 At access rd, R through hedge; L across fi eld on 015° bearing to gas station. 740m

38.4 Cross path; R with hedge and/or ;fence on R for ;1.5km to path jct; L on lane 
past car park on R then clubhouse on L; follow track to post 187 up on R.

1670m

38.5 Pass bldgs on R, ascend past house on L; R on contouring path above golf 
course to R; ahead to Bird House Lane; L to road; R to fp sign.

1540m

38.6 R on fp; through kissing-gate and over stile; L over stile to Single Street; L 
to post 188.

800m

38.7 Ahead to reach fp sign (Downe) on R; R on fp to L of bungalow; continue 
N across fi eld; pass to L side of hedge; R at next path jct on L side of hedge; 
descend half-R through woodland to rd; R to post 189.

1490m

38.8 R into fi eld; cross ESE, then over stile; R on refuge path to rd; cross and go L; 
path to R of green box; R then fork L towards higher rd; keep to refuge path 
below rd for 300m; L onto rd at pub; cross to pub.

1140m
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This section of the Coal 
Tax Circuit route begins 

at the King’s Arms Inn, at Leaves 
Green.

This section is mainly on footpaths 
and bridleways, with only short 
stretches of tarmac to be borne. It 
ends with an ascent to Cudham 
which becomes moderately steep 
(by Coal Tax Circuit standards) near 
the top.

There are bus stops a few metres 
north of the King’s Arms. Walkers 
arriving by bus at Leaves Green 
will probably have travelled from 
Bromley (on the 320 service) or 

Hayes (on the 246 service).The 320 service is more frequent, and 
Bromley South station has many more services from London, some 
of which take only 15 minutes from Victoria.

The King’s Arms sells food and drink during opening times. the 
nearest convenience shop is almost 1km (or two bus stops) to the 
south.

Set off  north from the King’s Arms, on the green on the 
right-hand side of the road. Soon, you will come upon 

post 186 on the other side of the road.

From here, bear off  to the right of the village sign to 
pick up the roadway running in front of the houses.

In clear weather, you will be able to see down to the tall buildings 
of the City and Docklands, ahead and to your left.

Past the fi nal house (Keston End), the roadway bends left to run out 
to the road. At this point, bear right to fi nd a gap in the hedge with 
a stile leading into a fi eld.

Survey the fi eld, and make a decision.

38.1

38.2

Post 186, Leaves Green

Field path, Leaves Green

38.3
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The fi eld is 650m long. If it has been ploughed, 
it will be muddy. If there has been recent rain, 
it will be muddy. If it has been ploughed before 
recent lane, it will be very muddy indeed.

The route takes a straight-line trajectory on 
a bearing of 015° (get the compass out in all 
but perfect visibility, and probably in these 
conditions as well — for once, it is necessary 
to resort to degrees, rather than approximate 
to the sixteen points of the compass), making 
for the left-hand edge of a clump of trees in the 
middle distance, reaching a track.

If the route looks too muddy, there is an 
alternative, which adds about 500m to the 
route. Return to the main road and turn right. 
Pass two bus stops, and after the one named 
Blackness Road, look out for a public footpath 
sign on the right, signposted to Downe and 
Biggin Hill. Take the indicated track to reach 
the end of the ploughed fi eld.

Where the fi eld path ends at the track, the track 
continues to a gate in the airport perimeter fence. 

Ignore this, but carry on ahead (or bear left if you have come up the 
track) along the right-hand side of the next fi eld, with the airport 
perimeter fence on your right.

This path turns to the right, and then to the left to pass directly 
underneath the fl ightpath, then zigzags to take up a southerly 
direction. With the perimeter fence still on your right, follow the 
woodland path as far as Gate 4, at a prominent path junction.

Here, take the path on the left, signposted to Downe. You now turn 
your back (literally) on the airport perimeter, to cross a golf course 
on a made roadway.

This track is Milking Lane, which ran between Leaves Green (right 
at the King’s Arms) and Downe. However, with the building of the 
airfi eld, Milking Lane was severed; hence the detour taken by the 
Coal Tax Circuit route to follow the long way round to Downe.

Biggin Hill airport is famous for its role in the Batt le of Britain, but it 
has been operational as a military base since 1916. Although the local 
council maintains a ban on scheduled air services and on services 
for fare-paying passengers, the airport is busy with business fl ights 
using aircraft up to the size of a Boeing 737 and an Airbus 320.

Walk down Milking Lane, which soon breaks out of its woodland 
sett ing. Pass the clubhouse of the “West Kent” golf course (which is 
not in Kent, but in the London Borough of Bromley), and descend 
on its access road. After 300m, at a prominent left turn in the road, 
you will reach post 187, up to your right on the edge of the fairway.

Path along the east side of 
Biggin Hill airport38.4
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Continue on the lane, which beyond the clubhouse 
goes by the name of Green Hill, to pass a building on 

the right. The lane now climbs out of the valley; for some of its 
length, there is a tubular railing, with concrete holding posts, on 
your right.

Shortly after the end of this railing, you will pass a house up on your 
left with a double garage beyond. Continue to climb, but before you 
reach the next house (which is on the right), look out for a public 
footpath signpost on your left, signposted to Holwood Farm, but 
do not follow it.

Just ahead lies the village of Downe. Its main claim to fame is as the 
home of Charles Darwin (1809-1882), whose house is about 500m 
from this spot. Of less intellectual interest, though perhaps more 
pressing, is the George and Dragon pub in the village, about 800m 
from this spot.

There is a bus stop by the pub for the regular, though relatively 
infrequent, R8 bus service to Orpington.

The pointer to Holwood Farm links to another eminent local from 
the generation before Darwin: William Wilberforce (1759-1833) 
lived at Holwood House.

If you have started out at Leaves Green, then the path to Holwood 
Farm might link up with the London Loop to Keston Ponds, to 
make a day out (using the 320 bus to close the circuit).

From Green Hill, turn your back on the footpath sign for Holwood 
Farm, and pick out a contouring path through the trees on the 
opposite (south) side of the road. Follow this path to a four-way 
wooden fi ngerpost.

To the left, a path leads to Darwin’s Down House; a 
path descends to the right onto the golf course. Either 
option could return you to a bus route: it is farther to 
Biggin Hill on the 320 route, but these buses are more 
frequent than the R8 in Downe.

The Coal Tax Circuit route continues ahead, following 
a clear path aboive the golf course on the right, until it 
runs along the (vigorously fenced) edges of gardens to 
run into Bird House Lane, in Luxted.

Turn left along the lane to emerge at the corner of a 
road. Go straight ahead to pass a telephone kiosk.

Turn right onto a driveway, following the 
public footpath sign. As you turn, note in 

passing the back of a road sign just beyond the driveway.

Go down the driveway, and continue onto an enclosed 
footpath. Over the next 300m, the footpath steps on and 
off  ‘long bridges’ made from old railway sleepers, to 
keep walkers’ feet above the mean high water mark. At 

38.6

Path to Single Street

38.5
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a kissing gate, the path opens out to 
follow the left-hand edge of a fi eld to 
a stile. Cross the stile, then seek out 
and cross another stile on the left: 
this will lead you into a narrow path 
between tall fences, and out onto 
Single Street.

Turn left to follow the (pavement-free) 
lane round a left-hand bend: 
just where the road starts into a 
right-hand bend, you will see post 
188 on the left-hand side of the road.

Continue along the 
right-hand side of 

the road with care, listening for 
oncoming traffi  c. The road takes a 
bend to the left, and heads towards 
a road sign warning motorists about 
the presence of horses. Just before 
reaching the road sign, pass Downe 
Court Cott age (bungalow) on the 
right, to come to a footpath sign 
pointing to the right.

The road sign ahead is the one at 
which you turned right after passing 
the telephone box: you have just 
described an all-but-complete loop 
in order to take in post 188.

Turn right along the narrow (and, to 
be honest, somewhat claustrophobic) 
path — Luxted does seem to specialise in them — with the tall 
boundary fence of Downe Court Cott age constraining you on your 
right, and another 2m fence, hung from behind with trees, on your 
left.

The path opens out once you have passed the boundary of Downe 
Court Cott age, and runs along the left-hand side of a fi eld. Go 
through a gap, and continue along the left-hand side of the next 
fi eld, continuing northwards once the trees cease to form the 
left-hand edge of your path.

Over to your left, you will see a 
house: when you come parallel to 
the house, take the left-hand side of 
a hedge which runs northwards, on 
a parallel course to your path. After 
100m, turn right on a footpath, still 
with a hedge on your right, to enter 
woodland at the far end of the fi eld.

Top: post 188.
Single Street

Above: post 189,
Cudham Road

Below: Looking back 
towrads Downe

from Cudham

38.7
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A path leads down through the 
woodland, approximately half-right 
from your entry point: in places, its 
line is rather indistinct, but keep 
aiming south-east, and you will see 
a building ahead on your right. Keep 
this building close on your right as 
you descend sharply to a road, using 
a set of steps with a helpful railing to 
reach the tarmac of Hangrove Hill.

Turn right along the road: just 
beyond the access to The Boundary 
(a house), you will see post 189 on 

the right.

Just beyond the post, at a Bromley council salt-box, 
leave the road at a footpath sign: this leads to a refuge 

path which parallels the road up towards Cudham. Another stile 
will take you into the fi eld, where a clear path cuts the corner, 
leading back onto the refuge path. At fi rst, it might seem that the 
fi eld option is a bit unnecessary, but if you take it, you will give 
freer rein to horseriders exercising their steeds.

Once across the fi eld, you will cross a stile to take to the refuge path, 
which rises ever more steeply alongside the road towards Cudham.

Whilst on this path, keep a keen ear open for insistent hoof-thunder, 
and take evasive action to fl att en yourself against the side of the 
path. Eventually, the path comes out onto a road (Church Hill), with 
a junction (with Downe Road, which you have followed uphill) just 
to your left.

Bear left across the road towards the junction, but before you 
reach the junction, turn right to pass to the right of a green metal 

utility box, onto another refuge path. This path 
starts out as a refuge path above Church Hill, 
but very soon, you will turn left to climb to 
Cudham Lane, where you will turn right onto 
another refuge path. This leads you, with the 
road up on your left, to the welcoming sight of 
the Blacksmith’s Arms in Cudham. This marks 
the end of this section, at the door to the pub.

This is your fi nal high-point on the route: from 
this point, you begin your descent towards the 
Thames.

These refuge paths which have eased your 
passage to and through Cudham are quite a 
feature of this area: the London Borough of 
Bromley has been active in promoting them as 
permissive routes with the agreement of the 
landowners. Most of the fi elds have reverted 

Blacksmith’s Arms, Cudham 
(exterior)

Blacksmith’s Arms, Cudham 
(interior)

38.8
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from arable to pasture, and this change has allowed farmers to 
promote safer travel for walkers and, in some cases, horse-riders. 
However, it is important to realise that these are permissive paths, 
and that the permission may be withdrawn at any time, especially if 
there has been abuse. Keep to the paths, and respect the agriculture, 
or else you could fi nd yourself slogging up Downe Road with no 
protection from the equine and motorised traffi  c.

The Blacksmith’s Arms provides drinks and simple pub food, along 
with a warm welcome, during opening hours.

Cudham was the birthplace (in 1867) of the celebrated music-hall 
performer Harry Relph. He was born with six fi ngers on each hand, 
and reached his stable adult height of 1.37m at the age of ten. He 
took the stage name of Litt le Tich, acknowledging (and playing on) 
his diminutive stature. There is a collection of his memorabilia in 
the Blacksmith’s Arms, and a plaque on the outside wall of the inn.
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CTC
39

Cudham
to

Chelsfi eld station

Start Cudham, Blacksmith’s Arms — TN14  7QB

Finish Chelsfi eld station — BR6  6EU

Distance 7.10km

Duration 1 hour 31 minutes

Ascent 64m

Access Occasional bus (not Sunday) at start of section. Train at end of section. Bus at 
Green Street Green en route.

Facilities Pub at start and end of section. All facilities at Green Street Green en route.

39.1 Blacksmith’s Arms, Cudham 0m

39.2 Through pub car park; L along ;side of sports gd; pass chyd on L to corner of 
fi eld; L over rd; ahead diag across fi elds; R/L; L side of fi eld to Mace Lane; R 
past Mace Farm; ahead downhill to prominent jct in Foxberry Wood.

1830m

39.3 L on enclosed path to Snag Farm; ahead down Snag Lane to Cudham Lane. 960m

39.4 Refuge path downhill with rd close by on R for 1.3km; where fp joins from 
wood on L, R into rd; L to post 190.

1290m

39.5 Ahead to jct with Old Hill (post 191). 490m

39.6 Ahead to rbt; cross A21 to L of rbt (post 192). 110m

39.7 Ahead on High St to post 193. 150m

39.8 Ahead to post 194. 410m

39.9 Ahead to post 195. 470m

39.10 Bear R; R on Warren Road to post 196. 800m

39.11 Ahead on Warren Road to Chelsfi eld stn. 580m
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This section of the Coal Tax 
Circuit route begins at the 

front door of the Blacksmith’s Arms Inn, at 
Cudham (unless you are already in the pub, 
in which case exit by the back door).

The turn northwards at Cudham marks 
the start of the “home stretch” of the route, 
it is downhill (net, at least) to the river. 
Green Street Green maks the entry into 
south-eastern suburbia, though there are 
many more fi elds to come.

This section is on footpaths and bridleways, 
with short stretches of tarmac, as far as Post 
190, then on roads and pavements — though 
with some grass as an option on the common 
at Green Street Green.

Occasional buses from Orpington serve Cudham. The Blacksmith’s 
Arms sells food and drink during opening times.

Cudham was the birthplace (in 1867) of the celebrated music-hall 
performer Harry Relph. He was born with six fi ngers on each hand, 
and reached his stable adult height of 1.37m at the age of ten. He 
took the stage name of Litt le Tich, acknowledging (and playing on) 
his diminutive stature. There is a collection of his memorabilia in 
the Blacksmith’s Arms, and a plaque on the outside wall of the inn.

Cross the Blacksmith’s Arms car park (its access from 
outside the pub is down the right-hand side of the 

building) and exit by the pub’s back gate. Turn left, and pass to 
the left of a changing-room block. Follow the left-hand edge of the 
sports fi eld, bearing right to pass the churchyard on your left. At the 
corner of the fi eld, pass through the hedge on your left.

Cross the driveway to Angas Home (noting the signs which suggest 
that the locals do not know how to drive safely), and continue on the 
other side. The path crosses two fi elds diagonally to the right-hand 

edge of the second fi eld, then dips throgh the 
line of trees to the right, then left, to follow 
the left-hand edge of the next fi eld to Mace 
Lane.

Turn right on Mace Lane, and continue round 
its left-hand curve. At Mace Farm, continue 
ahead (with the housing on your left), and 
descend.

The concrete road becomes a track (probably 
no easier on the feet), and you enter Foxberry 
Woods: about 380m past the farm cott ages, 
you will come to a prominent three-way 
path junction in the midst of the woodland .

39.1

39.2

Blacksmith’s Arms, Cudham

Path junction in
Foxberry Wood
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Take the path to the left, which soon climbs (as 
an enclosed path) across the nose of a ridge, 

before dropping  through a few bends, then rising again 
through woodland and coming out onto Snag Lane.

Go straight ahead to descend Snag Lane to Cudham Lane.

There is a bus stop here for the occasional service towards 
Orpington.

Turn right onto Cudham Lane, then immediately 
turn left onto a footpath. Do not follow the 

footpath ahead (it heads off  to the west-north-west), but turn 
right to keep the hedge close on your right: you are walking 
on another of Bromley’s permissive refuge paths. Please do 
not risk the withdrawal of permission: walk carefully and 
considerately.

Keep to the path by the hedge on the right-hand side of the 
fi elds, descending for about 1.3km, until a footpath comes 
in from the woodland of High Elms on your left. Here, go 
through the gap on your right and turn left along the road (be 
careful, though — there is no footway). Soon, you will pass post 
190 on the left, tucked into the hedge like a statue in a niche.

Continue down the road, counting down the 
house-numbers as you go. When you are almost at the 

bott om of the road, you will see post 191 on the left, next to a pillar 
box at the junction with Old Hill.

This is the fi rst of fi ve posts in quick succession in the village of 
Green Street Green.

Advance to the roundabout, bearing left onto 
Farnborough Way, the busy A21. Cross the A21 with 

care, arriving at post 192 on the roundabout’s verge.

Turn left off  the roundabout onto Green Street Green’s 
High Street.

You have a choice of three pubs here if you need to take on victuals.

Post 190, Cudham Lane

39.3

39.5

Left to right: posts 191-194, 
Green Street Greene

39.4

39.6
39.7
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Green Street Green lies on the original 
coaching route between London and 
Hastings, and is on the very edge of Greater 
London. Previous residents include the chef 
Gary Rhodes and Eleanor Marx (daughter of 
Karl).

Continue along High Street: in 150m, you 
will come to post 193.

Continue along High Street 
another 400m, post 194, the 

latt er in its own litt le paved area.

Here, the main road swings left: 
cross over to stay on a northerly 

bearing, with the common green now on 
your left. Pass a bus stop, and come to the 
end of Shire Lane, where post 195 stands.

Ahead of you, there is a substantial village 
shopping centre with cafés and a pub 
accompanying the usual range of shops.

Cross the road, easing round 
its bend, to pick up Warren 

Road, which soon takes up an easterly 
bearing. Follow its left-hand pavement for 
about 800m, crossing the end of Cloonmore 

Avenue. On the left, between the fi rst and second lamp-posts after 
crossing Cloonmore Avenue, look out for a house (number 153a) 
with a block-paved front garden, hemmed in by a low boundary 
wall.

Look down the garden, back in the direction you have come, and 
you will see post 196, short and squat, hidden at the end of the 
garden.

Above: Rowan tree’ Green 
Street Green common

Below left: post 195, Shire 
Lane, Green Street Green

Below right: post 196, on
Warren Road

39.8
39.9

39.10
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Post 197 is a railway obelisk at the back of a house reached up Edith 
Road to the left. It is not visible from the street, so your best hope 
is to be eagle-eyed as you travel on the left-hand side of the train 
between Chelsfi eld and Orpington.

Continue along Warren Road, climbing up to the 
top of the rise. Over on the right is the Chelsfi eld 

pub, with the approach to the station beyond.

This marks the end of this section of the Coal Tax Circuit route.

39.11
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CTC
40

Chelsfi eld station
to

Chelsfi eld village

Start Chelsfi eld station — BR6  6EU

Finish Chelsfi eld village — BR6  7RL

Distance 4.74km

Duration 1 hour 3 minutes

Ascent 64.2m

Access Train at start of section.

Facilities Pubs at start and end of section.

40.1 Chelsfi eld station 0m

40.2 E on Warren Rd; L on The Highway; second L (Repton Rd); R (Arundel Dr); 
bend L; R after sch; L on Eton Rd; R on Malvern Rd; over Charterhouse Rd; 
ahead to R of ch; L on Goddington Lane past Wyvern Close, to post 198.

1370m

40.3 Return on Goddington Lane to Court Rd. 310m

40.4 L on R pvt of Court Rd; over end of Hurstlands Dr; R on path; cross driveway; 
swing L; R into Goddington Park; R at rbt seat; where path bears R (S), half-L 
across park; L of copse, to pavilion; R of pavilion and on to rugby gd; R edge, 
then L to gap; R; R edge of next rugby gd; L; R ; to Chelsfi eld Lane (post 199).

1540m

40.5 R to end of houses; L into Lilly’s Wood; L with path; ahead at path jct; ahead 
on L side of fi eld to Skibbs Lane (post 200).

480m

40.6 R ton lane to end at Chelsfi eld village hall. 1040m
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This section of the Coal 
Tax Circuit route begins 

at the railway bridge on Warren 
Road next to Chelsfi eld station.

This section is a mix of woodland, 
fi eld paths, and narrow lanes — that 
is, once you have cleared suburban 
Goddington.

Chelsfi eld station is on the line 
between Orpington and Sevenoaks: 
fast trains (operated by Southeastern) 
run to Orpington from London 
Bridge and Victoria, where you may 
change for the styopping train to 
Chelsfi eld.

Start out eastbound on 
Warren Road from the 

bridge over the railway at Chelsfi eld station, then turn left onto The 
Highway. Take the second street on the left (just beyond the bus 
stop) onto Repton Road.

The streets in this development are achingly aspirational: as you 
advance, it’s public school after public school.

Take the fi rst right into Arundel Drive and descend towards a school 
(a primary, not a public school). Bend left with the road, then turn 
right to follow a paved path with the school grounds on your right. 
At he end of the path, turn left onto Eton Road, then take the fi rst 
left onto Malvern Road.

At the foot of Malvern Road, bear slightly right as you cross 
Charterhouse Road to reach an enclosed path to the right of a boxy 
church which might have been a transported canal warehouse. At 
the end of the path, turn left onto Goddington Lane, which is devoid 
of footways. Continue along Goddington Lane, passing Dene Drive 
and Wyvern Close, both off  to the right, to reach post 198 in a 

house-frontage on the right-hand 
side of the road.

At this point, you must 
turn on your heels and 

retrace your steps along Goddington 
Lane, continuing out to its end at 
Court Road.

Turn left on Court Road: 
cross to the pavement 

on the far side (now with the road on 
your left). Follow Court Road across 
the end of Hurstlands Drive. Just 
past the point where Park Avenue 

40.1

40.2

40.4

Dawn seen from Warren 
Road at Chelsfi eld station

Post 198,
Goddington Lane

40.3
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comes in from the left, you will see 
a gated driveway for Goddington 
Manor on the right. Just beyond 
this, you will see a fi ngerpost for a 
footpath on the right.

Take this path, which soon crosses 
the Manor driveway. The path then 
swings left to pass a house, then 
(with more Manor gates visible) 
bends right to pass among trees into 
Goddington Park.

Soon, you will come to a roundabout 
formed by a bench which encircles 
a tree: turn right at the roundabout and follow the path through 
the trees for about 140m. Just before the path bears slightly right to 
take up a southerly bearing, strike half-left across the park, which 
in season is laid out in soccer pitches.

If you have set out early in the morning from Chelsfi eld, you will 
now be walking directly into the sun.

Make for the left edge of a copse which protrudes from the right into 
the park, then continue towards a breeze-block pavilion, climbing 
as you go. Go down the right-hand side of the pavilion, and enter a 
fi eld with rugby pitches.

Continue ahead down the right-hand edge of the pitches, urning 
left at the far end. Part-way along this edge, you will see a gap in the 
trees on your right: turn right to go through this 
gap into another fi eld set out for rugby.

Once again, go down the right-hand side, and 
turn left at the end.

When you reach an avenue of trees, turn right. 
Ascend the tarmac lane to reach Chelsfi eld Lane: 
post 199 stands sentinel at the top of the avenue 
on the left-hand side.

Cross Chelsfi eld Lane and turn to 
your right along the pavement until 

you reach the blue Single track road signpost.

To the left of the signpost, the tarmac pavement 
continues, rising gently through a small forest of 
wooden posts to enter Lilly’s Wood.

Lilly’s Wood, which covers 6.5ha, has a rich 
diversity of species.

There is ancient broadleaf woodland, containing 
oak, ash and beech; there are shrubs of holly, 
hawthorn, blackthorn, crab apple and yew, 
amongst others.

Roundabout tree in 
Goddington Park.

Post 199, Chelsfi eld Lane
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The fl oor carpet includes pyramidal and 
common spott ed orchids, as wll as wild 
garlic, foxglove, wood anemone, cowslip 
and bugle.

Birds include tits and fi nches, spott ed 
fl ycatcher, great spott ed woodpecker, 
nuthatch, jay and wren, plus many 
ring-necked parakeets.

Mammals run from badgers to bats, from 
shrews to deer.

There are many butt erfl ies, and grass 
snake, slow worm and common lizard 
have made their homes in the wood.

It is a precious habitat perched at the edge 
of London, and is only accessible on foot.

Take a look at the map on the signboard: 
you will see a path across the north side of 
the wood, and another which follows the 
other three sides of a rectangle. From the 
signboard, the path swings left to follow 

the north edge of the wood: About 100m into the wood, you will 
come to a clear path junction: this is where you choose between one 
and three sides The short route carries straight ahead: just before 
you leave the wood, the long route comes in again from the right.

Beyond the wood, the path continues along the left-hand edge of a 
fi eld to come out onto Skibbs Lane. Across the road to your left, you 
will see post 200.

Turn right on Skibbs Lane, and follow it all the way 
to Chelsfi eld village. It is another single-track road, so 

keep your ears and eyes open for traffi  c, especially 
in its southern section where there will be vehicles 
on business to and from a works and MOT station.

This section ends at the foot of Skibbs Lane, 
opposite the Chelsfi eld village hall.

Off  to the right, the Five Bells Inn serves drinks 
and a wide range of food, including a Sunday 
breakfast.

Lilly’s Wood, approaching 
the north-eastern corner

Post 200, on Skibbsn Lane, 
north of
Chelsfi eld village 40.6
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CTC
41

Chelsfi eld village
to

Swanley station

Start Chelsfi eld village — BR6  7RL

Finish Swanley, St Mary’s Road at Southern Place — BR8  7BY

Distance 8.03km

Duration 1 hour 44 minutes

Ascent 84m

Access Train at end of section.

Facilities Pub at start of section. Kiosk at end of section. Shop at Crockenhill en route.

41.1 Village Hall, Chelsfi eld 0m

41.2 E to Buck’s Cross Rd. 300m

41.3 Ahead; L on path; R onto a fi eld; bear L (ENE) across fi eld; R on headland; 
L along side of wood; R through corner of wood; R/L along sides of fi eld; R 
through gap and along path to lane, where L to come out onto rd.

1960m

41.4 L/R onto Daltons Rd for almost 1km to post 201 (Gables). 960m

41.5 Ahead to fp L; after 60m, through gate; fence on L round R and L bends; R 
to follow L edge of fi eld to fm; continue to lane; R to Tylers Green Rd.

1560m

41.6 L to end of rd; L on Cray Rd to post 202. 500m

41.7 Ahead to bdy sign; R through gap; R on path; R at cott ages to post 203. 1080m

41.8 Pass sch; L onto green; L, then L on Green Court Rd to post 204. 630m

41.9 Ahead to post 205. 230m

41.10 Ahead on path to rly. 280m

41.11 R beside rly under by-pass; L across rly; Southern Close to St Mary’s Rd. 530m
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This section of the Coal 
Tax Circuit route begins 

at the village hall in Chelsfi eld 
(which lies at some distance from the 
railway station of that name).

This section is mainly on footpaths 
and bridleways, with short stretches 
of tarmac, and ends up on made 
paths alongside the railway at 
Swanley station.

From the junction at 
the village hall, start 

off  eastwards on Buck’s Cross Road 
(that is, away from the village centre). Pass the hospital on your left, 
then cross the end of Maypole Road on your right to follow the back 
walls of buildings at Buck’s Cross Farm on your right.

About 250m beyond the Maypole Road junction, turn 
left onto a footpath (just before you would reach a 

school).

The path runs between lines of trees, with a fi eld on the left and 
the school grounds on the right. After 400m, the path bends round 
to the right, still enclosed by trees, and reaches the edge of a large 
fi eld — it’s an arable fi eld, so you may fi nd yourself trudging over 
soil. Bear slightly left, heading east-north-east, dipping and rising 
to the far headland.

Turn to your right and follow the headland as far as the corner of 
Doctor’s Wood. Turn left here, and follow the right-hand edge of 
the fi eld, with the woodland on your right. After about 200m, look 
out for a path leading off  right— if you have swung round west of 
north, you have overshot — and take it to enter Doctor’s Wood.

At this point, you leave the London Borough of Bromley (where you 
have walked since crossing the Roman road at New Addington) 
and move into the county of Kent for the fi rst time (and do not 
believe rear-view-mirror nostalgists who profess otherwise). The 
Coal Tax Circuit route stays on or near the county boundary until it 
re-enters London defi nitively at Crayford, in the Borough of Bexley.

Cut through the corner of the wood, and pick up the headland of 
the next fi eld, with the wood on your right. Follow the fi eld-edge 
round to the left, and descend with a hedge on your right.

After 100m, turn right at a (waymarked) gap in the hedge: this leads 
you out onto a path enclosed by fences, some of them electrifi ed. 
Keep to the path (there really is no option) until it spills out onto a 
lane. Turn left up the lane and go through a gate, under the gaze of 
a CCTV camera (this area bristles with them).

Beyond the gate, turn left to reach the junction of Skeet Hill Lane 
and Daltons Road.

41.1

41.2
Chelsfi eld village

41.3
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Turn right up Daltons Road, and follow it for 
approximately 1km. This is another single-track 

road, and is often quite busy. Here, I have found the drivers 
of cars and vans very courteous and accommodating of 
walkers: if only the same could be said of the large gangs of 
Lycra-clad cyclists as they yell their arrogance down the lane, 
their speed as excessive as their belligerence — the sound 
and fury (signifying nothing) bringing to mind the classic 
Wodehouse line: “Aunt calling to aunt, like mastodons 
bellowing across primeval swamps”.

At the end of the driveway to The Gables, the yelping which 
rends the air is canine, from the boarding kennels. Here, post 
201 is up on the left, erosion has left the post high and dry on 
its legs.

To the left of the coal post, you will see a concrete waymarker 
for a public footpath: many of these were erected during the 
third quarter of the twentieth century, but their popularity 
has waned over the last half-century: as you will see from 
this example, erosion can be a problem, and too many of 
them fell victim to accidents (or “accidents”) with vehicles, 
thus losing the waymark altogether.

If you walk any of the fi rst batch of what we now must call 
national trails, you will still see many of these ‘tombstone’ 
waymarks in a more elegant form, with the head wider than 
the shaft, with the path name (Off a’s Dyke Path, South Downs 
Way, etc.) and the acorn symbol. Indeed, there are a few 
generic tombstones of that design on the Coal Tax Circuit 
route.

Do not take the driveway, but continue on 
Daltons Road through a right-hand bend, and 

then one to the left. About 250m after leaving post 201, take 
a footpath which is signposted on the left, going through 
a curtain-stile (where you open the gate like a curtain: this 
design is intended to be proof against would-be escapee sheep). At 
fi rst, the fence is on your left, but after about 60m, go through a 
gate ahead to bring the fence onto your right. Follow close to this 
fence, turning fi rst right then left as it turns. About 120m after the 
left-hand turn, you will fi nd another curtain-stile on the right: go 
through it and enter a fi eld, with a fence on the left.

Numerous statements from farming and wildlife sources alike 
have, over the years, emphasised the importance of maintaining 
fi eld margins, and a guide width of 6m is often quoted. A sturdy 
hedge will account for one of those six metres, but there should 
still be a good gap between hedge (or fence) and crop. Obviously, 
leaving a workable gap is more important when (as here) there is 
a public right of way along the side of the fi eld. Here, the usable 
gap is often less than 60cm: this forces walkers into the fi eld, and 
benefi ts nobody. It is a form of deterrence, which is illegal.

Top: post 201, Daltons Road

Above: ‘tombstone’ waymark

41.4
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Struggle your way down the inadequate margin of the fi eld (with 
the fence on your left) for about 500m, passing to the left of some 
old farm buildings. Continue your descent, veering slightly to your 
right, to come out onto a lane by some cott ages, known variously as 
Darns Hill and Dawns Hill.

Pass by the cott ages on your left-hand side, thus bearing a litt le 
more to your right, and follow the lane (marked as Darns Hill on 
maps) down to its junction with Tylers Green Road, your entrance 
into the village of Crockenhill. 

Turn left along Tylers Green Road to its junction with 
Cray Road, and turn left. About 100m after the end of 

the right-hand pavement, beyond the bungalow, you may see post 
202, but it may be shrouded in thick overgrowth (or may have been 
spirited away).

Continue along Cray Road, through its right-hand 
bend and into the left-hand bend. Ahead, you will see 

the borough boundary sign for Bromley (St Mary Cray), just behind 
a bush. Before you reach the bush, though, turn off  right through 

a gap, and immediately right again, 
onto an enclosed footpath.

Follow this footpath for a litt le over 
200m, where it widens out and 
bears a litt le to the left. Soon, where 
a bank of trees on your right comes 
to an end, the path takes up its new 
straight-line bearing. At the top of 
the hill, a footpath comes in from 
the right: keep on ahead. The route 
becomes a driveway with a row of 
cott ages on the right, and fi nally 
spills into Stones Cross Road.

Post 203, Stones Cross 
Road, Crockenhill

Descending towards Darns 
Hill Cott ages, Crockenhill: 
note the woefully inadequate 
headland as deterrence

41.6

41.7
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Turn right onto Stones Cross Road. Pass the 
scout hut on the right. On the left-hand side of 
the road, opposite Newlands Cott ages, you will 
fi nd post 203, well sunken into the ground.

Continue past the post, round a 
couple of bends, until the village 

primary school is found on your left. Keep 
the school wall close as you go through a set 
of traffi  c-barrier bollards to reach Crockenhill 
Green.

If you continue down Stones Cross Road, you 
will reach the centre of the village: there is a 
pub, a convenience shop, and a cake shop. Just 
keep the cake shop on your left to continue your 
route back up to the east side of the green, refreshed and ready to 
carry on ahead.

Turn left at the east side of the green (you will see the children’s 
playground down to your right), and walk up Green Court Road, 
which takes the left-hand turn at a junction just past a bus stop. 
Look out on the right for post 204, which is tucked away inside a 
garden border, above a retaining wall.

Continue on the left-hand pavement, leaving the 
centre of Crockenhill: the village recreation ground 

soon keeps your company on the left-hand side.

Beyond the recreation ground is the village war memorial, its 
off -centre location suggesting a link between memorial and 
ground, and indeed it is so. The recreation ground was acquired by 
subscription as a memorial to those of the village who had died in 
the two world wars. There is also a memorial tablet in the village 
church, dedicated to those who died in the Great War.

Pass the war memorial and cross over the end of Stones Cross Road, 
where post 205 sits by the roadside.

Pass between traffi  c-barrier bollards to the right 
of the post, and continue ahead on an enclosed 

footpath. This leads to a green railway fence. Across the tracks, at 
the top of the far embankment, is post 206, in traditional railway 
obelisk style.

Turn right to follow the railway, soon passing 
underneath the Swanley by-pass. The path comes 

to a left-hand turn onto a bridge which spans the railway cutt ing, 
passing above the west end of the platforms of Swanley station.

On the north side of the railway, follow the path round to the right, 
then to the left, into Southern Place: advance along the street to the 
fi rst crossroads, on St Mary’s Road.

The crossroads marks the end of this section of the Coal Tax Circuit 
route.

41.8

Post 204, in a garden 
on Green Court Road, 

Crockenhill

Post 205, at the end of
Stones Court Road, 

Crockenhill

41.9

41.10

41.11
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For Swanley station, turn to the right on 
St Mary’s Road, then take the fi rst right (Everest 
Place): when you reach the railway, turn right 
onto a path which leads to the north entrance to 
Swanley station. The station’s main entrance is 
on the southern side of the tracks.

Swanley station has a frequent service to 
London Bridge and Victoria station, some 
of the trains making the journey in litt le over 
twenty minutes. The refreshment facilities are 
at bridge level.

Post 206, seen across the 
railway cutt ing west of 
Swanley station
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CTC
42

Swanley station
to

Baldwyns Park

Start Swanley, St Mary’s Road at Southern Place — BR8  7BY

Finish Baldwyns Park — DA5  2BH

Distance 7.66km

Duration 1 hour 41 minutes

Ascent 91m

Access Train at start of section. Bus between Summerhouse Dr and end of section.

Facilities Pub and shop at Birchwood Corner en route. Shop at Summerhouse Dr en route.

42.1 Swanley, Southern Place 0m

42.2 W on St Mary’s Rd; R on Cherry Ave; L following Cherry Ave; L on Lynden 
Way; L on Laburnum Ave; R on path to by-pass; R past house-backs; pass fb  
on L; after 450m, R on path to rd; cross; L to Birchwood Corner.

1990m

42.3 R; bend L on Birchwood Rd (L pvt); cross to R (no pvt); cross end of 
Leydenhatch Lane; 40m on, L (at post 207).

4560m

42.4 Over rise; just before paddock on R, sharp R to golf course; cross front of tee 
on L; take L side of course for 450m to waymark; descend L; R/L across fi eld 
to rd; R to mobile home park.

1100m

42.5 Ahead to Fire Point 4; ahead to fence with stile; R between fence and houses; 
L on path to NW corner of golf course on R; L on broad path to clearing.

42.6 R on path towards Fæsten Dic; L on broad path; ascend R; L on path (houses 
on R); R at interpretation board; ahead to jct of Summerhouse Dr.

42.7 L on Summerhouse Dr; L on Tile Kiln Lane to post 208.

42.8 Ahead; R on Baldwyns Park; R on Old Bexley Lane to post 209.

42.9 Cross Old Bexley Lane.
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This section of the Coal Tax 
Circuit route begins at the 

junction of Southern Place and St Mary’s 
Road, near the station in Swanley

This section has suburban streets at the 
start and end, and a short stretch of road 
at Birchwood Corner. Other than that, it 
consists of footpaths, especially through 
Joyden’s Wood.

Swanley station is served by many trains 
from Victoria and London Bridge. To 
reach the start of this section from the 
station, exit to the north (that is, passing 
the higher-numbered platforms on the 
bridge): there are Oyster card readers at the 
exit. Once out of the station, turn left along 

Everest Place, then left into St Mary’s Road, to reach the junction 
with Southern Place. The main station facilities (ticket offi  ce, kiosk, 
etc.) are at the southern side of the station, nearest Platform 1, at 
bridge level.

The centre of Swanley lies to the east of the station, and contains a 
small shopping centre.

From the foot of Southern Place, set off  westwards on 
St Mary’s Road, then take the next road on the right, 

Cherry Avenue. Follow this street round to the left, and continue to 
Lynden Way. turn left along Lynden Way, then left onto Laburnum 

Avenue. At the end, pass through a barrier and turn 
right along a path, heading towards the Swnley by-pass.

Do not take the underpass beneath the by-pass, but turn 
right on a path which runs between the by-pass (on the 
left) and housing (on the right). The path is clear, and 
you will come to a crossing path which leads onto a 
footbridge.

Do not take the footbridge, but continue ahead. The path 
becomed paved with slabs at the end of Heathwood 
Gardens, and you will pass a European-style pillar 
box (a conceit for incoming, not outgoing mail) on 
your right. About 140m beyond the lett erbox, the path 
divides. Take the right-hand option which descends to 
London Road.

Cross the road, and turn left to reach the junction at a 
petrol station.

There is a small shop in the petrol station, where 
essentials may be purchased.

Turn right onto Birchwood Road, and 
cross to the left-hand pavement. The road 

42.1

42.2

42.3

The northern portal to 
Swanley station

Post 207, Birchwood Road



© 2018-22 IG Liddell Coal Tax Circuit 42 – 3

soon swings round to the left: follow it until the 
footpath gives out. There is no footpath on the 
other side, so cross and follow the right-hand side 
of the road to the junction of Leydenhatch Lane. 
Cross the end of this road, and advance about 
40m. Across the road, you will fi nd post 207.

Take the lane to the right of the post, 
and follow it past a few houses. 

Carry straight on, rising to a crest, with a fl at 
area to the left (was this the site of a defensive 
gun-emplacement from 1940?); continue down the 
other side, and up towards another crest. You will 
see a paddock on the right, but before you reach it, 
there is a gap on the right with a waymark. Turn 
sharp right here, to keep the paddock on your left. 
The path leads out onto a golf course.

Bear slightly left, to pass a tee on your left. Now 
keep to the left-hand edge of the golf course: look 
out for a line of trees intruding on the fairway 
from the right. Here, you will fi nd a waymarked stump-post, 
guiding you down to the left, then round to your right, Another 
path junction gives you a path across a fi eld to your left: there is a 
farm up to your left at this point.

At the other end of the fi eld, you will reach a road. Turn right here, 
and walk up the road. You will come to the entrance to Stonehill 
Woods, a community of ‘park’ (i.e., allegedly mobile) homes.

Ignore the rather confusing 
footpath signs at the southern 

edge of the community: just continue along 
the main road to the far end.

At the end, you will reach Fire Point 4. Just 
go straight ahead, down a path between the 
houses — it is not signposted: it seems that 
the park owners are somewhat reticent about 
guiding walkers along the public footpath. 
At the end of the path, there is a fence with 
a stile.

Do not cross the stile, but turn right, keeping 
the fence on your left and the housing area 
on your right. At the end of the path, you 
will come to a meeting-point of paths. Turn 
left here to take the clear path which borders 
the golf course on your right, just within the 
woods. Follow this path for 500m, by which 
point you will have descended to a barrier, 
with the very corner of the golf course over 
to your right.

Path leading west from 
Birchwood Road

Exit from Stonehill Woods 
Park Home Community

at its northern ende

42.4

42.5
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This ancient woodland is called 
Joyden’s Wood, and is an important 
ecological and recreational asset on 
the border of Kent and London. The 
species mix is being rehabilitated 
after clearing out trees which were 
planted a generation ago. The name 
is a corruption of Jordane, which was 
the surname of a local landowner 
during the sixteenth century.

Turn left at the path junction beyond 
the barrier to take a broad path away 

from the golf course, heading approximately north-west. This path 
will eventually top out at a clearing in the wood: there is a wooden 
fi ngerpost prominent on the right-hand side of your path.

Over to the left, you may spot a wooden representative of the 
fuselage and tail of a Hawker Hurricane. During the Second World 
War, two of these aircraft crash-landed in the wood after having 
been hit, the crew ejecting safely.

The clearing is a designated picnic area, but obviously it is, and 
must remain, a fi re-free zone.

After having wandered over to look upon the aircraft 
sculpture, return to the fi ngerpost, and take the 

narrow path signposted Fæsten Dic (or, in more modern English, 
Strong Dyke). This will represent a right 
turn from your approach.

The Fæsten Dic is reckoned to have been 
constructed around 457 (that is, exactly 
three centuries before Off a (whose Dyke 
is probably bett er known) came to the 
throne of Mercia. It was almost certainly 
a defensive ditch against the marauding 
Romano-British as the Roman Empire fell 
and Londinium descended into lawless 
chaos.

Within a few paces of leaving the clearing, 
you will come to the dyke: it is about the 
same size as much of Off a’s Dyke on the 
Welsh border. Beyond the dyke, continue 
to descend steadily to meet a broad track 
at the bott om.

Turn left along this track and continue 
your descent. After a clear track comes in 
from the left, take an equally clear track 
off  uphill to the right, all the way to the 
edge of the wood (ignoring some wooden 
steps which take a subsidiary path off  to 

Hurricane sculpture in 
Joyden’s Wood

The Fæsten Dic, crossed 
immediately after leaving 
the summit clearing in 
Joyden’s Wood

42.6
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the left). Here, you will turn left on a broad track which 
runs parallel to the backs of houses. You will pass a hall, 
with a couple of fi fth-century warriors, on your right, 
and then you will descend with the track.

Just beyond an interpretive signboard (on your left), 
turn right on a cross-track which rises to the edge of 
Joyden’s Wood, running out onto Ferndell Avenue 
at a barrier: press on along this road to descend to 
Summerhouse Drive.

There is a small row of shops up to the right on 
Summerhouse Drive: of primary interest to walkers will 
be the convenience shop; the estate agent, hairdresser 
and beauty parlour less so.

There is also a bus stop which will off er a link to Bexley.

Turn left down Summerhouse Drive; at 
the bott om, cross Tile Kiln Lane and turn 

left along its right-hand pavement. You will pass a 
bus stop, and you will see a telecommunications box. 
Behind the low fence, there is a prominent post with 
an orb on top: this is probably a boundary post of some 
sort (Baldwyns Park Mansion estate?), but it is not one 
of our Coal Tax posts. But look behind it, and you will see post 208, 
cowering in the middle of a wooden fence.

Yes, in the middle of a fence! When it was put up, the fence had 
the silhouett e of the post cut out, when it was proabably easier to 
build it behind the post, at the cost of a few square centimetres of 
unusable land.

Just beyond the post, turn right into (the street called) 
Baldwyns Park, and follow it to its end on Old Bexley 

Lane. Here, turn right to fi nd post 209 at the far end of a small row 
of shops.

The shops include an off -licence, but the other businesses echo 
those on Summerhouse Drive in their distance from the needs of a 
walker.

Ahead on Old Bexley Lane is Bexley Park, in which stands 
Baldwyns Park Mansion. There was a manor house in this location 
for centuries, but late in the eighteenth century, the estate was sold 
to the Minet family, a prominent Huguenot family who had fl ed 
religious persecution in France a century earlier. They also came to 
have properties in Camberwell and in Hayes (the one in Hillingdon, 
rather than the Bromley version), and the current mansion was built.

Later, it was leased to Hiram Maxim, inventor of the automatic gun, 
which was by then being manufactured in nearby Crayford. Maxim 
also undertook important developments in fl ying machines on the 
site. In the fi nal years of the nineteenth century, the estate became 
the home of one of the many mental hospitals which were built 

42.7

Post 208, Tile Kiln Lane, 
with  larger

boundary post

42.8
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around London at the time (such as Napsbury, passed on section 
14 of the Coal Tax Circuit, and Netherne, passed on section 32). The 
site is now a housing development.

Cross over Old Bexley Lane to reach the Kent county 
boundary sign.

This marks the end of this section of the Coal Tax Circuit route.

Buses here connect (on the B12 route) with stations at Bexley, 
Bexleyheath, and Erith. Other routes are not Oyster-valid.

42.9
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CTC
43

Baldwyns Park
to

Barnes Cray

Start Baldwyns Park — DA5  2BH

Finish Barnes Cray — DA1  4QH

Distance 5.80km

Duration 1 hour 16 minutes

Ascent 67m

Access Buses at start and end of section.

Facilities None.

43.1 Old Bexley Lane 0m

43.2 Opp post 209, squeeze behind wall; R/L; keep near L side of meadow; down 
steep drop; ahead to jct; rise R to rd; L; L over A2; ahead to Rochester Way.

1330m

43.3 L past industry on R; at gate, R into reserve; immediately L; R along edge of 
wood; R before bench; L into old quarry; R; ahead to playgd; L to post 210.

1450m

43.4 R on Melrose Ave; R on Galloway Dr to Hillcrest Rd (post 211). 630m

43.5 L on Station Rd; R on Chastilian Rd; third L on North Rd; L on Princes Rd; 
up steps on L; ahead to post 212.

1010m

43.6 Down steps and cross Crayford Rd; R to Maiden Lane (post 213). 1220m

43.7 L on Maiden Lane to post 214 230m

43.8 Under rly; R (Loop) to Thames Rd; L to rbt. 930m
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This section of the Coal 
Tax Circuit route begins 

on Old Bexley Lane, across the street 
from post 209, and just on the Kent 
side of the county boundary sign.

This section mixes rural footpaths 
with suburban streets, and includes 
a crossing of Dartford Heath.

Ahead on Old Bexley Lane from the 
start of this section is Bexley Park, in which stands Baldwyns Park 
Mansion. There was a manor house in this location for centuries, but 
late in the eighteenth century, the estate was sold to the Minet family, 
a prominent Huguenot family who had fl ed religious persecution 
in France a century earlier. They also came to have properties in 
Camberwell and in Hayes (the one in Hillingdon, rather than the 
Bromley version), and the current mansion was built.

Later, it was leased to Hiram Maxim, inventor of the automatic gun, 
which was by then being manufactured in nearby Crayford. Maxim 
also undertook important developments in fl ying machines on the 
site. In the fi nal years of the nineteenth century, the estate became 
the home of one of the many mental hospitals which were built 
around London at the time (such as Napsbury, passed on section 
14 of the Coal Tax Circuit, and Netherne, passed on section 32). The 
site is now a housing development.

Buses serve this point from Erith, Bexleyheath and Bexley stations 
on the B12 route (other buses are not Oyster-valid.

Next to the county boundary sign, take a narrow gap 
in the wall, where a path squeezes through and off  the 

road, turning right to rise parallel with the road, then turning left 
into Maypole Meadow. This is the south-western corner of Dartford 
Heath. 

A path runs near the left side of the meadow: at times, it drifts a litt le 
rightwards to come closer to some houses on the right, and indeed, 
where the land drops off  ahead and to the left, there is a clear path 
leading to the right, towards the houses. At this point, you should 
return to the left-hand fence at the foot of the hill, where you will 
fi nd a good track running parallel to the edge of the woodland.

Eventually, you will come to a point where a path comes in from 
the left, over a green metal bridge. At this point, you should turn 
up to the right, away from the bridge, and follow the path out to a 
street, with houses on the far side of the road. Turn left along the 
street to the point where it bends to the right. Here, take the path on 
the left which leads onto a footbridge, and cross the busy A2 road 
to reach the larger northern part of Dartford Heath.

Walk straight ahead on the remains of a roadway (whose purpose 
was cut off  with the building of the modern A2) to reach a road 

43.1

43.2

Post 209,
Old Bexley Lane
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junction. Your route turns left here, but do 
not be tempted to cut the corner via the 
inviting grass verge: it is protected against 
unauthorised ingress by a berm and a 
ditch.

Turn left along the road 
(Rochester Way): for part of 

the way, there is the benefi t of a pavement 
on the right-hand side, but this soon 
peters out.

Pass various secondary industrial 
premises, and continue straight ahead 
where the road narrows. About 500m after 
joining Rochester Way, you will come to a 
gate.

Do not squeeze through to the right of the 
gate, but go to the right, then to the left, to pick up a path which 
runs parallel to the road: do not try the “death-or-glory” climb up 
the steep bank (hint: it does not end in glory). After a further 150m, 
a level path turns off  to the right; about 270m later, you will see a 
bench-seat ahead on the right. Do not go as far as the bench, but 
turn right onto a path which rises to overlook an old quarry down 
to the left.

Descend to the quarry, which has a rough ‘turning circle’ which is 
used by less-than-offi  cial wheeled vehicles. Bear right to walk out of 
the quarry area, keeping to the main path. This path bends left, then 
right, to keep the modern houses of the Braeburn Park estate on 
your left. On reaching a children’s playground, turn left to follow 
the short Falstaff  Close to its junction with Melrose Avenue. Ahead, 
marooned in a pastiche of Milton Keynes (if such be possible), 
stands post 210, looking — as Raymond Chandler would have it — 
as inconspicuous as a tarantula on a slice of angel food cake.

Turn right to take 
Melrose Avenue; 

follow its course amongst the 
Lego-brick houses and over 
the traffi  c-humps as far as 
Galloway Drive.

Turn right onto Galloway Drive 
and follow its serpentine ascent 
to Station Road, where you will 
fi nd post 211 just up to the right 
of the junction.

Cross over Station 
Road here at the 

traffi  c lights, and turn to your 
left down the road, and then 

The turn on Braeburn Park 
Nature Reserve to rise to the 

old quarrying area

43.3

Left: post 210 on
Melrose Avenue

Right: post 211 on
Station Road

43.4

43.5
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take the fi rst street on the right, (at the 
pillar box) Chastilian Road.

Follow Chastilian Road and take the third 
street on the left: this is North Road. This 
long straight descent will take you to 
Princes Road: the fi rst of the att empts to 
by-pass Dartford on what was then the 
A2.

Turn left on Princes Road, and descend 
towards the roundabout on the left-hand 
pavement: before you actually reach it, 
the pavement becomes separated from 
the road by a low brick wall, and you soon 
reach a set of steps on the left.

Climb the steps, and turn right, along the 
frontages of the houses on your left. You 

will soon come to post 212, which overlooks the roundabout.

Beyond the post, you may descend to road level 
again, now on the west side of the roundabout. Cross 

Crayford Road to its north side.

Turn right on Crayford Road’s left-hand pavement past the 
roundabout, where the street-name becomes Dartford Road, to the 

end of Maiden Lane, the next street on 
the left.

This road takes the line of 
Watling Street, the Roman 

road, so post 213, which is on the corner 
of Maiden Lane, may be considered 
twinned with post 43, again on Watling 
Street, in Radlett  (on section 14 of the 
Coal Tax Circuit route).

Turn left down Maiden 
Lane to the railway at 

the bott om: just before you reach the 
bridge, you will see post 214 on the 
right-hand side of the road.

In the past, the obelisk of post 215 
graced the railside embankment, but 
that one is no longer. The base was seen 
in 1986, but the obelisk disappeared 
about fi fty years ago.

Go forward beneath the railway, and 
pass some fl ats on the left.

Ahead, power lines cross the road: 
beyond these, and just before you reach 
the houses on the right, take a path 

Above; post 212 (left), above 
the junction of Crayford 
Road and Princes Road;post 
213 (right), at the corner of 
Maiden Lane. Below: post 
214, Maiden Lane. Bott om: 
path along the River Cray.

43.6

43.7

43.8
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(marked as the London Loop) to the right. This follows the River 
Cray round a gentle left-and bend to reach Thames Road.

Post 216 may still lie in a tangle of industry off  to the right, beside 
the Stalham River, but does not merit the detour.

Turn left along Thames Road to approach a roundabout.

Beyond the roundabout, there is a bus stop which serves Erith.
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CTC
44

Barnes Cray
to

Erith station

Start Barnes Cray — DA1  4QH

Finish Erith station — DA8  1TY

Distance 7.87km

Duration 1 hour 39 minutes

Ascent 91m

Access Bus at start of section. Train at end of section.

Facilities Convenience shop at Appold Street en route.

44.1 Barnes Cray. 0m

44.2 Cross Thames Rd; R by crane wks; ahead under rly; ahead at end of rd 
through barrier to dike; follow dike to Cray outfl ow.

3860m

44.3 Ahead with river on R to Slade Green path. 4050m

44.4 R to fl ood barrier; ahead to mouth of River Darent (post 217).

44.5 Continue on dike past Crayford Ness to tarmac lane at Erith Yacht Club; 
ahead, then L with bldgs on R to Manor Rd.

44.6 R past industry to Appold St; R; ahead through barrier (supermarket on L ); 
out to promenade; L to rd; R; R to promenade; L to Erith Causeway.

44.7 Ahead; at inlet, L to rd; cross; L; R on rd under rly and up to Erith stn.
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This, the fi nal section of the 
Coal Tax Circuit route begins at 

the roundabout at Barnes Cray.

This section is mainly on the dike above the 
Rivers Cray, Darent and Thames, with urban 
bookends.

There is a bus stop near the start of the 
section, which is served by buses from Erith. 
The nearest station is Slade Green.

Cross to the north side of the 
roundabout, and take the dusty 

road through a No Entry sign. There are 
parked cranes on your right. At the junction, 
continue ahead. You will pass beneath a 
railway to reach a waste disposal facility on 
the left, with employers’ warning messages 
in English and Polish. Continue on the 
right-hand pavement, out onto a path which 
leads to the riverside dike.

Follow the dike, with the river on your right, 
down the River Cray to its confl uence with the River Darent,

Continue along the dike with the River Darent on your 
right-hand side.

On the far side of the River Darent is the area known as Joyce Green. 
The site is currently being claimed for housing, but throughout the 
twentieth century, it was occupied by a large smallpox hospital.

Continue down the Darent until you reach a path junction: here, 

44.1

44.2

Approach to riverside dike

Darent Flood Barrier from 
the riverside dike

44.3
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turn right to continue with the river on the right. At a bend to the 
right, a path goes off  to the left.

This path off ers a link to Slade Green station.

Ahead, you will be able to pick out the twin towers 
of the Darent Flood Barrier. As you approach the 

Barrier, you will reach industrial premises on the left, with much 
metal-bashing noise.

The area occupied by industry used to house an ammunition 
works, whose products were linked with the output of the several 
gunmakers’ premises and gun-carriage works in Erith.

Cross the access road for the Barrier, and continue to the mouth of 
the River Darent. On your left, there are old shipping containers 
making up the wall of the secondary metals establishment.

Beyond the bashed blue container, you will fi nd a faint path leading 
down to the right (not the fi rst such path in the area, but the second, 
leading to a smaller tree than the fi rst). Take this path, and strike 
off  to the left at the lower level: you will come to a squat concrete 
bollard. This is post 217, the fi nal post in the circuit.

At this point, you may be said to 
have completed the Coal Tax Circuit. 
But this is a bleak and lonely place to 
stop. The route therefore continues 
into Erith.

Look across the mouth of the Darent: 
all is fl at, all is lonely. But it was not 
ever thus. Just across the river mouth, 
the newly-established Royal Flying 
Corps took possession of the land in 
1917, and much experimental work 
was undertaken, before they moved 
their headquarters to Biggin Hill.

The mouth of the Darent, 
with the Dartford Crossing 
(Queen Elizabeth II Bridge) 

arching over the Thames

Post 217, at the mouth of the 
River Darent

44.4
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But beyond the rudimentary aerodrome, in the past you would have 
been able to see some rather decaying hulks, superannuated ships. 
For on the marshes between the Thames and Dartford, there grew 
up two smallpox hospitals: a military one on the river at Longreach 
(just east of where the hulks’ berths), and a civilian hospital at Joyce 
Green. Many of the patients for the civilian hospital were brought 
to the site by river, and transferred to the hulks. If a patient survived 
long enough for a bed to become available at Joyce Green, the 
transfer would be eff ected by use of a tramway built between the 
jett y and the hospital. Joyce Green Hospital fi nally closed in 2000, 
and the site is being developed for housing: how may of the new 
residents are aware of what exactly went on underneath their feet?

Continue round the corner onto the bank of the 
River Thames, with the mounds of the Rainham 

Marshes landfi ll looking preternaturally green across the river 
(compared with the browner hues of the Dartford Marshes). There 
is no alternative as you round Crayford Ness, turning left to head 
upstream. The path bends westwards again, and eventually, you 
come out onto a cracked tarmac lane at the entrance to Erith Yacht 
Club. Beyond the crack, you turn left, with modern factory buildings 
behind the chain-link fence on your right, to reach Manor Road. 
Turn right onto Manor Road.

On your right, British Gypsum used to have a large plant, and 
neolithic remains have been found by archaeologists during digs 
on the site.

Push on along Manor Road, 
which eventually takes a 

slight rise, with housing on the right-hand 
side, to the junction with Appold Street.

Turn right here, and follow Appold Street 
to its end, with traffi  c-barriung bollards. 
Go ahead, and seek out a path which 
continues out onto a promenade on the 
River Thames.

Turn left, and follow the promenade past 
a supermarket on your left, with Erith 
Deepwater Wharf on your left: the railway 
tracks which ran onto the pier have long 
gone: the supermarket is on the site of the 
wharfside sidings.

This was the successor to Erith Pier, which 
off ered commuter and leisure journeys 
between Erith and London between 
1842 and 1865. The delights of the pier’s 
amusements and the ferry trade came to 
an abrupt halt when the sewers disgorged 
their contents into the River Thames, and 

Erith Causeway, site of the 
Pilgrim Ferry

44.5

44.6
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suddenly the pier was no longer the place to stroll, the place to catch 
a boat to the offi  ce in the City.

Follow the London Loop signs ahead, keeping to the riverside until 
forced inland to come out onto a street, with the Cross Keys Inn on 
your right. Turn right, and descend to a path leading off  to the right, 
back onto the riverside. Turn left along the riverside promenade.

Here, you will see Erith Causeway, a wooden walkway which runs 
down to the river at any state of the tide.

Between 1189 and 1854, a ferry crossed the river between here 
and Coldharbour Point: this would be so useful to walkers on the 
Coal Tax Circuit (and the London Loop) today. There are plans to 
re-instate the ferry, but don’t hold your breath.

Follow the William Cory Promenade to the next inlet, 
and turn left to reach the road.

Cory was a coal merchant who used old hulks anchored in the river 
to tranship his coal to smaller vessels, thus minimissing wharfage 
charges.

Cross the road, and follow Stonewood Road under Bronze Age Way 
(the town centre arterial road) to reach Erith station.

This marks the end of the Coal Tax Circuit route, after more than 
320km.

44.7
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