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CTC
12

Potters Bar
to

Redwell Wood Farm

Start Pott ers Bar station — EN6  1AN

Finish Redwell Wood farm — EN6  3NA

Distance 6.71km

Duration 1 hour 30 minutes

Ascent 103m

Access Train and bus at start of section. Bus 1.2km distant from end of section.

Facilities All facilities at start of section.

12.1 Pott ers Bar station 0m

12.2 Up R side of car park to W of rly; continue on lineside path past Cranborne 
Rd to Post 31 (railside).

1780m

12.3 Ahead to Hawkshead Lane; L past college to Post32. 1530m

12.4 Ahead; cross Warrengate Rd then Swanland Rd; L to br over A1(M). 330m

12.5 Cross bridge; double-back R; L parallel to A1(M); swing L with track; after 
750m, L at cross-tracks along narrow track for 770m.

1780m

12.6 L downhill; rise R at bott om; track beyond gate; R at approach to Redwell 
Wood Fm to signpost N of main bldg.

1290m
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This section of the 
Coal Tax Circuit 

route starts at the railway and 
bus interchange at Pott ers Bar 
station.

Trains connect Pott ers Bar with 
Kings Cross; buses with nearby 
locations.

Cross to the west 
side of the tracks 

at the railway station, in the 
station car park. The tunnel 
leading to the platforms will 
take you there without having 

to pass through the barrier; if you are arriving by train, turn right 
at the barrier. If the station tunnel is for any reason closed, pass 
beneath the tracks on the main road and turn right into the car park.

Keep to the right-hand side of the car park, close to the tracks: the 
painted pedestrian route leads to a tarmac path which continues 
alongside the tracks. Follow this path, ignoring any exits to the left. 
The housing on the left gives way to industrial buildings, and the 
path eventually emerges onto Cranborne Road, with a bus stop 
ahead. Pass the bus stop to reach a junction with a path which 
emerges fom a tunnel under the railway. 

You will see the sign for the Hertfordshire Way here.If you have 
skipped the middle of Pott ers Bar by following the Hertfordshire 
Way from Mountway, you will turn right (leaving the Hertfordshire 
Way) on emerging from the tunnel.

Continue alongside the railway, the path now unsurfaced and 
rising, past a solar farm on your left. The path enters a wood.

Hereabouts, Post 31 is in railway land on the right, but it is likely to 
be so shrouded in overgrowth as to be invisible.

Continue along the path until it reaches a road at a 
bridge over the railway. This is Hawkshead Lane. 

Do not continue on the lineside path ahead, but turn left along 
Hawkshead Lane. There is no pavement, though for part of its 
length, there is a broad verge on the left.

Take care, for it can be a busy road, especially when the college 
traffi  c is in full fl ow.

Pass the Royal Veterinary College on the right, and continue on 
Hawkshead Lane, which drops to valley level. You will pass a 
red-and-white boom, like a level crossing barrier, but there is no 
railway here. It is a control gate for use in time of fl ood. Continue 
to the crossroads in the valley, and you will see much more serious 
fl ood control facilities: two heavy gates which are able to seal off  
the road.

12.1

12.2

Lineside path at junction 
with Hertfordshire Way

12.3



© 2018-22 IG Liddell Coal Tax Circuit 12 – 3

Post 32 used to be here, but is long gone. The stream here is the 
Mimmshall Brook, and it looks all too innocent, but it and its 
tributaries reach an area of swallow-holes a litt le to the north, and 
the water runs underground  It emerges as the River Colne at Colney 
Heath (see next section), but clearly backs up in a fl ash-fl ood.

Cross Warrengate Road, and rise towards the sound 
of thunder. This noise is the A1(M) ahead. Cross 

Swanland Road, and turn left under the bridge to reach the foot of 
the ramp.

Cross the bridge, then double back to your right on a 
path. This turns left, away from the bridge, to parallel 

the road. After 140m, swing left through 
a right angle, with a hedge now on the 
right.

Follow it for 750m as it turns this way 
and that, ignoring a path going off  to the 
right, back towards the A1(M), to reach a 
crossway of paths.

Turn left to follow a narrow enclose track. 
After about 200m, a wood (Cangsley 
Grove) abuts on the right. Follow the 
track (often muddy) as it swings round to 
the right to exit onto a lane.

Turn sharp left downhill 
for 130m to reach a stream 

crossing. Take the footpath to the right, 
which climbs across a fi eld to a wooden 
gate. Go through the gate.

Follow the clear track which runs along 
the left-hand edge of the fi eld (with 
Redwell Wood on your left), passing a 
starkly skeletal tree. Beyond the wood, 
the path continues past horse-heavy fi elds 
to Redwell Wood farm.

The path leading towards 
Cangsley Grove

12.4

Warrengate Road,
with its fl ood defences

12.5

12.6
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Bear to the right of the buildings to a footpath signpost on the edge 
of the car park, the end of this section.

This is a fairly remote end to the section, but if you must make your 
escape, continue westwards for 1km, and turn left to pass under the 
M25. A litt le to the right, there are bus stops on the bus route which 
runs between St Albans and Pott ers Bar. Oystercards are not valid.


