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CTC
13

Redwell Wood Farm
to

London Colney

Start Redwell Wood farm — EN6  3NA

Finish London Colney — AL2  1RE

Distance 7.79km

Duration 1 hour 36 minutes

Ascent 30m

Access Buses 1.2km distant from start of section.

Facilities Shops, pub and café at end of section.

13.1 Redwell Wood farm 0m

13.2 N from car park; to R of bushes then half-L to corner of fi eld. 670m

13.3 Diag down fi eld; half-R into next fi eld; L; diag path across fi eld; through 
copse; lane to Coursers Farm.

1470m

13.4 Ahead between buildings and out NW to rd; R to post 33. 370m

13.5 Double back ; NNW with hedge on R for 700m; R (NE) to common; half-R  
to ford; over R Colne; R to rd; L to post 34.

1310m

13.6 L on High St at rbt; L to post 35. 160m

13.7 Cross common with houses on R to post 36 at br. 740m

13.8 L over bridge; rd past cott ages; track; after lake on L, L with conveyor on R; 
L to power lines.

1240m

13.9 Keep water on R to farm park; R over fb ; L to rd; L; R with river on L; under 
by-pass; keep pools on L to High St.

1780m

13.10 R on High St to access to Waterside (st). 50m
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This section of 
the route starts  

beside Redwell Wood farm, 
on the north (outer) side of the 
M25, not far from Salisbury 
Hall on the B556.

Salisbury Hall is home to 
the Mosquito (de Havilland) 
aircraft museum.

There is a bus stop (to the east 
of the museum) on the 84 bus 
route between St Albans and 
Pott ers Bar (Oyster not valid). 
From the stop, walk eastwards 
to a subway beneath the M25; 
on the far side of the subway, 

turn right and follow the track for 1km to reach the start of the 
section.

Pass out of the Redwell Wood farm car park at the 
signpost and kissing gate. Bear to the right of a small 

clump of bushes, then make for the kissing gate on the left edge of 
the hedge in front of you. This leads you into a large, sloping fi eld. 
Bear half-right and descend diagonally, taking another half-right at 
the corner of the hedge to your right. Follow the hedge to a gap into 
the next fi eld. Turn left down the left-hand edge of this fi eld.

Look out for a stake on the right of the improvised 
jump-track. From here, the route takes a 

diagonal cut across the corner of the fi eld to a copse beyond. 
The footpath continues on the same bearing, as straight as an 
arrow, through the copse: you are now at valley level.

At the far end of the copse, bear right then left to pick up 
a track at an industrial compound. On the track, bear right 
and left for a second time: there will be a fi eld on your right 
and a hedge on your left. Follow the track to the buildings at 
Coursers Farm: on your left is a motley collection of vehicles 
for hire.

Keep straight ahead through the farm (following 
the yellow-arrow footpath signs): when a yard 

opens up a litt le on your right, pass through a gateway 
slightly to the left to reach a driveway.

Do not turn onto the driveway, but cross it to traverse a short 
grassy area and come out onto Coursers Road.

Turn right here, and follow the road for 250m: you will see 
post 33 across the road.

Cross the road to the right of the post, then 
double back behind the post into a fi eld. Turn 

13.1

13.2
Jumps on the side of the 
route: note the diagonal path 
to the copse ahead right

Post 33, Coursers Road

13.3

13.4

13.5
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right, and follow the edge of the fi eld with the hedge on the 
left-hand side.

There is a similarly broad track on the other side of the hedge, 
to your east, but do not be tempted by it.

Keep closely to the side of the hedge, past some tall metal 
constructions which loom above the hedge. After about 700m 
following the hedge, you will come to a crossing path. Turn 
right here, and go through the hedge to the next fi eld. Keep 
to the right-hand edge of this fi eld to reach a belt of trees. 
Bear right through the belt to emerge onto a grassy common.

Keep going in an approximately easterly direction, making 
towards a road. You will see the path take a dip to a stream: 
this is the River Colne. Unless the water is in spate, ford the 
river with ease, then rise to the road on the right.

The River Colne will be a companion on the route almost 
throughout its course from Colney Heath (here, close to its 
source, or at least to its reappearance after its tributaries 
have dipped underground at Water End to the east) to its 
confl uence with the River Thames at Staines-upon-Thames. 
For this reason, it seems right to make its close acquaintance 
here in its infancy.

If you do not want to ford the river, you may bear right to 
reach the road and turn left.

Take the road ahead past the fi rst house in Colney Heath: 
Post 34 is tucked in on the left at a brick wall.

Advance to the roundabout which forms the 
centre of the small sett lement of Colney Heath.

Two pubs have closed in Colney Heath: there is a convenience 
shop opposite the former Cock (which still bears its name on 
the wall).

Turn left at the roundabout. Soon, you will come to an open 
area on the left, with Post 35 in the middle of the grass. In 

Posts 34 (top), 35 (above),
and 36 (left),

Colney Heath

13.6
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fact, you may have seen this 
post from the other side as 
you forded the river, but you 
had to visit Post 34 fi rst, before 
reaching this one.

Turn left to reach 
the post, then 

turn right. Make your way 
across the heath, keeping fairly 
close to the buildings on your 
right. The infant river keeps a 
varying distance to your left. 
After about 750m from Post 35, 
you will come upon Post 36, 
beside the river and just short 
of Church Lane.

Rise to Church Lane, and turn left to cross the bridge. 
The road curves round to the right, to reach a few 

houses.

This area was known as Parkgate Corner: here, there was one of the 
four gates into Tytt enhanger Park.

Tytt enhanger House was owned by the Abbey of St Albans; after 
the Dissoluution of the Monasteries, Henry VIII, who had visited 
the house with Catherine of Aragon, gave it to Sir Thomas Pope. 

Through lack of heirs, the property fell to 
Thomas Pope Blount (who was knighted 
by King James I on his accession): there was 
then a long-running legal batt le between 
the Blounts and the Earls of Essex as to 
boundary rights. Tytt enhanger Hall is now 
a venue for weddings and conferences, 
and contains a set of commercial offi  ces.
for an architectural practice. Part of the 
Tytt enhanger estate has succumbed to 
mineral working.

Pass the houses on your right, and advance, 
passing the waterworks gates on the left 
and going through a squeeze-portal, onto 
an enclosed lane.

You will see from the signpost that you 
are following the Watling Chase Timberland 
Trail: this locally-devised trail will be a 
companion for parts of the route as far as 
Radlett  (on Watling Street).

Follow the lane until you see a muddy 
lake ahead, with machinery rusting in 
the water. Do not take a path to the right, 

Watling Chase Trail, 
Parkgate Corner

Riverside path,
London Colney

13.7
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but continue ahead. You will 
come to a low conveyor belt. 
The path bends left to keep the 
belt on the right, then crosses 
the belt by a bridge. A path 
leaves to the right: ignore it. 
Follow the Watling Chase 
signs to keep the belt on your 
left: the River Colne fl ows on 
your right as you advance in a 
southerly direction.

Eventually, path 
and belt begin to 

part company, and the path 
veers closer to south-west. At the approach to a “farm village” 
theme park, take a small footbridge on the right, over the River 
Colne. Turn left onto the track, with a lake on your right.

Do not circle round the lake, but pass to the left of a piggery (part 
of the theme park). Beyond the piggery, turn left. Do not cross the 
bridge, but turn right along a riverside footpath: once again, you 
are on the Watling Chase Trail.

Follow the path, with the river on your left, underneath the London 
Colney by-pass. The River Colne broadens out into a pool beyond 
the by-pass. Keep going, crossing an access road to an industrial 
estate, and on to reach High Street. You will see Post 37 behind the 
fence opposite as the road rises to take a bridge over the river.

The bridge is known locally as the “Telford Bridge”, though there 
seems to be no evidence that Thomas Telford had any part in its 
construction. The bridge superseded a ford on the River Colne: the 
ford’s location may still be seen today, linking the Bull and Green 
Dragon public houses.

Turn to the right along High Street until you reach 
the access to Waterside (a street) on your left,

This point marks the end of the section.

London Colney is served by the 84 bus routee between St Albans 
and Pott ers Bar (Oyster not valid). There are shops and refreshment 
facilities in the village, the latt er including the Green Dragon, 
adjacent to the end of the section.

Post 37, London Colney, 
with the Colne ford
just visible behind

13.9
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