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CTC
14

London Colney
to

Radlett

Start London Colney — AL2  1RE

Finish Radlett  — WD7  7AJ

Distance 10.55km

Duration 2 hours 15 minutes

Ascent 91m

Access Bus at start and (with train) at end of section. Bus at Shenleybury en route.

Facilities Shops, pub and café at start of section. All facilities at end of section.

14.1 London Colney 0m

14.2 Pass Green Dragon on R; L over R Colne; R to Shenley Lane and post 38. 880m

14.3 R; L into fi eld; keep Barley-Mo farm to L; W, swinging S to go under M25. 1470m

14.4 Path through Colney Park past Springfi eld Farm on L; L at end of wood, 980m

14.5 Pass beneath Old Parkbury on R; L; L (ENE) to post 39 at The Lodge. 1200m

14.6 L on Harper Lane to post 40. 250m

14.7 Bell Lane rbt; R past Shenleybury Cott ages on R. 1240m

14.8 R on path to post 41 on L. 800m

14.9 Ahead to lodge; L; descend through wood with golf course on L; rise to rd. 1860m

14.10 R on rd; L on The Avenue; beneath rly to rd; R for 30m to posts 42 and 43. 970m

14.11 Cross road and L (S) to post 44. 700m

14.12 Ahead to Station Rd. 200m
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This section starts on the High Street in 
London Colney, at the north end of the 

“Telford Bridge”.

The bridge is known locally as the “Telford Bridge”, 
though there seems to be no evidence that Thomas 
Telford had any part in its construction. The bridge 
superseded a ford on the River Colne: the ford’s 
location may still be seen today, linking the Bull and 
Green Dragon public houses.

London Colney is served by the 84 bus routee between 
St Albans and Pott ers Bar (Oyster not valid). There are 
shops and refreshment facilities in the village, the latt er 
including the Green Dragon, adjacent to the end of the 
section.

Descend from the High Street down 
waterside to the Green Dragon inn. Turn 

right to pass along its frontage, and make for a bridge 
up ahead. Turn left to cross the bridge, then turn right 
onto the riverside path. As you advance, you will see 
the river broaden out into Long Lake. Keep close to the 
water, all the way out to Shenley Lane.

As you emerge onto the road, you will see Post 38 on the right.

Cross the bridge, then cross the road. This second 
may be simply in hope, but you will fi nd a small path 

leading down into the corner of a fi eld. Rise diagonally away from 
the river, then take a kissing gate to the right, allowing you to 
keep Barley-mo farm on your left. Once round the shoulder of the 
farmcross to the corner of the fi eld ahead to emerge onto a lane at a 
lodge. Do not take the corner contained by the lodge, but continue 
ahead (at fi rst, in a west-south-westerly direction, then westerly), 
on a track.

Over to the right, you will see some imposing red-brick buildings, 
notably a large hall and a water tower. These formed part of 

14.1

14.2

Napsbury Park:
West Hall and water tower

Post 38, Broad Colney

14.3
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Napsbury Hospital, created as the Middlesex County Asylum: 
the hall was the dining hall, strategically placed between the 
male and the (larger) female wing. During the First World 
War, it was annexed as a military hospital, particularly for 
psychiatric cases: the composer Ivor Gurney spent some time 
at Napsbury near the end of the war. It is now a residential 
development.

As you crest the hill, you will see the main path veer off  
shraply to the right, while a smaller track trends left, 
descending. Take this path, down towards the M25, where 
the River Colne and the footpath share a tunnel beneath the 
motorway.

Emerge from the tunnel, and follow the main 
path which bears slightly to the right. You are 

now in Colney Park. Follow the main path, keeping some 
fi shery lakes to your right. You will pass Springfi eld Farm on 
your left. When you reach the end of the wood, turn left at a 
bridleway sign: this takes you through a gap provided when 
the original track was stopped up. The new route comes 
before the original track, and there is a view ahead towards 
a railway bridge.

Once on your new southern alignment, follow 
the track as it winds gently: you will pass Old 

Parkbury above you and to the right, and then its access lane 
will join from the right. You will then come to a complex 
junction of paths at a sign. Choose the left-hand bridleway 
here, which bends to take up an east-north-easterly direction, 
almost parallel to the power lines.

About 500m after sett ling on this new alignment, you will 
cross beneath the power lines: a litt le farther on, the path 
advances into woodland where a bridleway goes off  to the 
right along the woodland edge. Continue ahead hrough the 
woodland, bear right at a house, and make your way out to a 
busy road: this is Harper Lane. There, in the cruck of a bend 
(made redundant by road-straightening) is Post 39.

Cross Harper Lane: there is a pavement on the 
far side. Turn left, and take the pavement (now 

with the traffi  c on your left) as it threads its way between 
roadside bushes and the houses, before emerging to keep 
company with the road. After a gap, the return of roadside 
housing is heralded by Post 40, beside the road.

With two posts so close together on Harper Lane, it gives us the 
opportunity to examine the details a bit more closely.

The great majority bear the shield of the City of London — after 
all, the posts were erected in the City’s name, and the tax revenues 
went to the City. Likewise, almost all the posts bear a number (or 
two) with either VIC or VICT: this fi xes the date of the relevant Act 

Posts 39 (top)
and 40 (above),
on Harper Lane

14.4

14.5

14.6
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of Parliament under which the post was erected (they were all in 
Queen Victoria’s reign).

Thus Post 40’s 24 VICT indicates that it was an Act from the 
twenty-fourth year of Victoria’s reign, which would be 1860. The 
CAP 42 on Post 39 identifi es the Act as being Chapter 42 of the 
year’s statute book (CAP from Caput, or Heading).

Why the diff erences? It was up to each parish to erect the markers 
on behalf of the City, even though it was the City which collected 
the taxes: this sounds a bit like “We’re going to build a wall, and 
they’ll pay for it” about 160 years before the modern rhetoric. Of 
course, the parishes went to diff erent foundries, and some of the 
consistency was lost.

The parish responsibility also explains why there are many instances 
of two markers in close proximity — one erected by each parish as 
the trading route crossed the boundary.

Continue along the pavement past the houses, with 
the M25 over to your left emitt ing its constant roar, 

and rise to a roundabout, where Harper Lane, Shenley Lane, Bell 
Lane and Shenleybury Lane coincide.

The houses between Post 40 and the roundabout are named Staff  
Cott ages on the map. These would have been staff  at Harperbury 
Hospital, just to the south. The then Middlesex County Council 

purchased the Porters Park estate after the 
First World War, and built Harperbury 
and Shenley hospitals on the land. These 
complemented Napsbury nearby as a 
collection of hospitals dealing with mental 
health.

While Napsbury Hospital was built as 
an asylum to hold patients, Harperbury 
was established as a ‘colony’ for those 
with issues of mental health and/or 
learning disability. Shenley was built 
as a psychiatric hospital for active 
intervention. Of these, Harperbury (now 
renamed Kingsley Green) is the only 
site with hospital services, and these 
serve only a tenth of the original hospital 
capacity.

Harperbury, Napsbury and Shenley were 
declared closed in 1998; the Kingsley 
Green facility is, in offi  cial eyes, a re-use 
of the site.

Turn to the right at the roundabout, and 
proceed to follow the road downhill, 
using the right-hand pavement.

Descending towards Radlett  
through Porters Park

14.7
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There is a bus stop near the 
roundabout, with links to St 
Albans and (across the road) 
Watford; another stop ahead 
has the same services.

Follow the road down to a 
pedestrian crossing, passing a 
bridleway which goes off  to the 
right. There is a small cemetery 
on the left, and the access road 
for Shenleybury Cott ages on 
the right.

Here are the other bus stops 
which were mentioned above.

On the far side of 
the housing on the 

right, a footpath strikes off  to 
the right, abutt ed by the garden fences of the houses. After 500m, a 
footpath goes off  to the left (to the south-south-east): carry straight 
on ahead.

This path leads into the area formerly occupied by Shenley Hospital, 
now given over to a substantial residential complex.

The path eases slightly right to drift away from the left-hand hedge, 
rising as it does.

There are reports of Post 41 over to the left but “visible from the 
footpath”: such visibility is not guaranteed when the fi eld is full of 
rape, all abloom.

Continue up to the point where a track 
comes in from behind on the right: this is an 

extension of the bridleway passed on Shenleybury Lane. 
The joint path continues westwards and descends to a 
complex path junction. You will see a track going north: 
there is a building which is tucked away on its right-hand 
side. This building is the southern entrance lodge for the 
former Harperbury Hospital.

Ahead, a path leads westwards. The route of the Coal Tax 
Circuit, however, swings up to the left on a clear track: 
as it climbs, the path bends to the right, then to the left. 
At the top, it enters woodland. There is a clear descent 
through the trees: Porters Park golf course is on the left. At 
the bott om of the descent, cross Kitwells Brook, and climb 
to reach a road called The Warren.

Turn right, and follow the road over its 
summit and down the other side: it is clear 

that pedestrians form an alien species here, for there are 
no pavements on this road.

Posts 42 and 43,
on Watling Street, Radlett 

Post 44, by the synagogue
on Watling Street, Radlett 

14.8
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The Warren takes a sharp left turn at the bott om of the hill, and 
leads up to The Avenue, where turn right.

Descend to the railway, passing beneath the tracks to emerge onto 
Watling Street. Turn right, and in 30m fi nd Post 43 in front of the 
last cott age in the block. Post 42 (a railway obelisk) is here too, but 
you will only catch a glimps of white and red by looking between 
the house and the shed.

Cross the road (the bridge is there to cross Kitwells 
Brook on its westward and northward journey to 

join the River Colne) and turn left to follow the right-hand pavement 
of Watling Street into the centre of Radlett . After the left-hand side 
of the road begins to be taken up by shops, pass a bus stop on the 
right-hand side. Just before you reach a pedestrian crossing, and 
just beyond a synagogue, Post 44 may be found at the entrance to 
a lane.

Cross Park Road at the mini-roundabout, and 
advance to the corner of Station Road.

This junction marks the end of this section.

There are bus stops here: they serve Hatfi eld, Borehamwood, and 
Welwyn Garden City. Ahead on the left, Radlett  station serves 
St Albans and St Pancras. There are cafés, restaurants and other 
shops ahead.

14.11
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