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CTC
15

Radlett
to

Watford

Start Radlett  — WD7  7AJ

Finish High Street, Watford — WD17  2DB

Distance 10.39km

Duration 2 hours 15 minutes

Ascent 103m

Access Bus at start of section. Bus and train at end of section.

Facilities Shops, pub and café at start of section. All facilities at end of section.

15.1 Radlett , at Watling Street and Station Road 0m

15.2 Up Station Rd, cross to Upper Station Rd; opp High Firs, L through Scrubbitt s 
Wood to Scrubbitt s Park Rd; R; ahead to Gills Hill Lane; R; L on Folly Path, 

1220m

15.3 Over Watford Rd to Dellfi eld Close; ahead to Oakridge Lane; L past sewage 
works; R on bridleway to Blackbirds Farm.

1740m

15.4 R on Blackbirds Lane; after power lines, L along valley for 1.1km. 1990m

15.5 R across two fb ; bear L to signpost; L on main driveway; over M1. 1010m

15.6 Ahead; over A41; ahead over Bushey Mill Lane; L by river to Colonial Way 1710m

15.7 Follow river to rly; under bridge to post 45. 1130m

15.8 Bear L with river; under Beechen Grove and across Water Lane. 460m

15.9 Ahead behind Tesco and out to High St. 430m



15 – 2 Coal Tax Circuit © 2018-22 IG Liddell

This section starts in Radlett , 
at the junction of Station 

Road and Watling Street, opposite a small 
park.

There are bus stops here: they serve 
Hatfi eld, Borehamwood, and Welwyn 
Garden City. Ahead on the left (at Barclays 
Bank), Radlett  station serves St Albans and 
St Pancras. Cafés, restaurants and other 
shops are nearby, mostly to the south.

Make your way up Station 
Road, crossing over the 

junction at the top with a slight bend to 
the left, to reach Upper Station Road. This 
eases its way into Gills Hill. Opposite 
High Firs, turn left into a densely wooded 
park, Scrubbitt s Wood. Climb through the 
park to reach Scrubbitt s Park Road at the 
far end, where turn right.

Where the roadway swings left to become 
The Dell (into modern housing), continue 
ahead on a lane, which shrinks (at a traffi  c 
barrier bollard) to an enclosed path. This 
becomes Gills Hollow at the corner of a 
vast children’s playground on the left. 
Cross the end of Gills Hill at a car park, 

and continue on the tarmac lane ahead. The Phillimore Recreation 
Ground is now to your left: at the Bowls Club (look for the 
appropriate weathervane on the roof), the lane comes out towards 
a road.

Turn right here to reach Gills Hill Lane as it takes a right-hand bend. 
Cross the road and turn left down Folly Pathway. Continue straight 
ahead at a school gate (where the road bends to the left) onto a 
bridleway, signposted to Watford Road.

Keep straight down the bridleway to Watford Road, 
and cross over into Dellfi eld Close. Where the road 

turns left, keep straight ahead on the bridleway.

Climb to the top of the slight hill: here there is a stile into woodland, 
but you should bear left with the bridleway. As the path descends 
on the north side of the hill, you will pass beneath some power lines 
before coming out onto a hedged track, Oakridge Lane.

It is clear from a glance at the modern map that this is an old track: 
this is confi rmed by its being named on all the old Ordnance Survey 
maps (which are digitised and available at https://maps.nls.uk (the 
National Library of Scotland). The National Library of Scotland’s 
digitised map collection covers all of Britain, not just the northern 
part.

15.1

15.2

Path to Oakridge Lane 
departing from Radlett 

15.3
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Turn left onto Oakridge Lane (which is likely to be muddy after 
rain), and descend the lane. After reaching the bott om of the hill, 
the lane gains some hard surfacing as it climbs: there is a sewage 
works on the right.

Just beyond the entrance to the sewage works, take a bridleway 
which sets off  half-right as an enclosed path. Just before the end 
of the path, there is a rather incongruous traffi  c sign warning of 
lorries. You have reached the marshalling yard at the east side of 
Blackbirds Farm, on the bend of Blackbirds Lane.

Turn right onto Blackbirds Lane, keeping the hedge 
close on your right. You will pass another traffi  c sign 

warning of lorries, this time for the benefi t of those approaching 
Blackbirds Farm from the north-west. Some of the buildings over 
at the sewage works might look like East European airports of a 
certain era.

Keep on along Blackbirds Lane as it descends into the valley of 
the River Colne. Pass beneath some power lines, then one fi nal left 
bend will take you to a path junction. Turn left (south), and follow 
the clear track along the valley.

For the remainder of this section, the Coal Tax Circuit’s route is also 
that of the Ver-Colne Valley Walk. This is a Hertfordshire County 
Council route from Redbourn to Watford via St Albans, following 
the two named rivers.

From the path junction, the valley path starts with woodland on 
the right. By the time the end of this brake of trees is reached, there 
is a tiny streamlet on your right. Shortly 
after the next piece of woodland begins to 
adjoin the path — this time on the left — 
the path crosses the stream.

It re-crosses to the right once more, about 
1km from the point at which you joined 
the valley path; about 100m later, you 
will see a wooden footbridge on the right. 
Turn to the right and cross the bridge onto 
a meadow.

At this point, you have joined the 
course (running anti-clockwise) of the 
Hertfordshire Way.

Make your way across the 
meadow towards a second 

footbridge, which crosses the River Colne. 
This bridge is a metal aff air, and is much 
rusted.

The approach from the south holds the 
challenge of a tight squeeze, but that does 
not prepare the walker well enough for 

Crossing the River Colne 
onto the Munden Estate

15.4

15.5
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the second challenge. The surface of the bridge is 
metal: it can be slippery, and it slopes from left to 
right (as you traverse it northwards). By comparison, 
leaving the bridge by its northern end is easy.

Two paths diverge at the north end of the bridge. 
The Hertfordshire Way takes the option on the right 
(with its north-north-east bearing), while the Coal 
Tax Circuit and the Ver-Colne Valley Walk bear 
slightly left.

Taking the left-hand path, then, the route climbs to 
a signpost, erected by the Munden Estate, making it 
clear which way you should go to get to Watford. This 
route is a simple matt er of following the driveway as 
it curves from east-south-east at the signpost towards 
the south-south-east.

Ignore all paths leading off , following the driveway 
up and over the M1.

Continue out, and pass through the 
imposing gateway (or rather, the small 

gate at its side) onto the North Western Avenue, the 
A41 (between London and Birkenhead via Chester).

Cross the busy A41 (making use of the light-controlled pedestrian 
crossing about 80m off  to your right if the traffi  c fl ow seems too 
relentless).

The route from here to the centre of Watford is generally a 
very pleasant walk by the river. Of necessity in such an urban 
environment, much of the route’s distance is on hard surfaces, 
starting with a tarmac path leading away from the A41.

This comfortable tree-lined path abuts 
back-garden fences as far as a road. Cross 
straight over this road (Bushey Mill Lane) 
to take the left-hand pavement of Radlett  
Road ahead: the course of the River Colne 
returns to the left-hand side of the path 
here.

Just after Balmoral Road comes in from 
the right, break away from Radlett  Road 
to the left, to follow a riverside path round 
some sports fi elds to reach Colonial Way.

Cross the road, which 
gives access to and from 

Stephenson Way (the arterial road on 
your left across the river), and continue 
on the riverside path. Cross Link Road 
and continue ahead to reach the viaduct 
which carries the West Coast Main Line.

Colne Valley Linear Park 
west of the A41

15.6

Post 45 from beneath the 
West Coast Main Line

15.7
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On the other side of the viaduct is Post 45. 
It is, unsurprisingly, a post of the railway 
obelisk style.

The maps on the information panels for 
Waterfi elds Park call this post simply “the 
obelisk”, without any hint to its purpose. 
The fact that every lett er of the inscription 
has been picked away (presumably for 
the scrap metal value) means that yet 
fewer people will have the opportunity 
to discover the Coal Tax connection. But 
perhaps its very anonymity should pose 
us some questions.

Why is it here? Many of the railway 
posts are either on the top of a cutt ing 
or the bott om of an embankment: this 
is just an extreme version of the type. 
Nobody on a train will see these, least 
of all the driver of a locomotive. Each of 
the railway companies had negotiated a 
‘pay-as-you-go’ scheme for the tax, which 
naturally included an exempt allowance 
for the coal used to power the locomotives.

So why were the obelisks needed at all?

That leads on to a second, larger question. 
Why were the rest of the posts needed? By the 1860s, nearly all 
the coal was carried (if it did not come in by sea) on the canals or, 
increasingly, the railways. The quantity of coal  trade carried by 
road and track was, to all intents and purposes, zero.

By 1860, London had expanded far beyond the boundary of the City 
of London. The Corporation of the City of London may have been 
feeling sidelined, and perhaps even impotent to guide London’s 
expansion — the City mott o of Domine dirige nos was not being 
matched by Corporatio dirige Londinium (that is, May God direct us, 
and May the Corporation direct London respectively).

Were the posts just a raging against the dying of the light of power, 
a showboating gesture? As noted earlier, it was for each parish to 

The Waterfi elds diver

Post 46, Water Lane
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erect the posts in its locality: 
was the Corporation building 
their wall and having the 
parishes pay for it?

Pass the obelisk, 
and press ahead 

through the park. Soon, you 
will come upon what looks at 
fi rst like the Michelin Man up 
in the air.

The Michelin Man?

Wait a minute, anyone may 
check that Michelin’s UK 
operation is headquartered in 
Stoke-on-Trent, not in Watford, 

so it cannot be that.  A closer look confi rms that the person on the 
statue-sculpture is far too svelte to be the tyre mascot, and also 
that he is poised on a diving-board. Look around again: this area 
is at a bend in the river, and it used to be a favourite (and free) 
swimming pool for the locals, most of whom could certainly have 
taken substantial hygienic benefi t from a dip in the river.

Bear left with the river at the diver; follow the path beneath a major 
road, and on to reach a smaller road, Water Lane.

Here you will fi nd another Waterfi elds statue-sculpture: this one 
depicts a man catching fi sh from the window of his house. Just 

ponder the fact that Water Lane 
is located just downstream 
from the pool full of grimy 
bodies. 

Turn left along 
Water Lane for 

about 80m, crossing a bridge 
over a former course of the 
River Colne.

On the right, by the Tesco fence, 
is Post 46.

Post 46 is a few metres from its 
original position, but at least 
road-widening has not been 
taken as an excuse to remove 
it to a museum or to another 
such location … or even to the 
burning fi ery furnace to release 
its scrap value.

Return to the riverside 
path, opposite the fenestral 

The old course of the River 
Colne, by Post 46

Posts 47 and 48, neutered 
on Watford High Street

15.8

15.0
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fi sherman, and continue beside the river for a few metres. Follow 
the path to the right of the back wall of the Tesco supermarket to 
emerge onto Lower High Street next to the fi re station.

This marks the end of this section.

Up to the right lies Watford High Street station, in the outermost 
Oyster zone. Beyond lies the centre of Watford, with its copious 
transport connections and full large-town facilities.

If you carry on up High Street, perhaps making for Watford 
Metropolitan Line station (it’s a half-hour walk), you may see Posts 
47 and 48. They have been relocated to act as mere traffi  c bollards. 
Some of the posts’ locations may be a bit dull, but at least they aren’t 
dull and fake, as these two are. It is painful to see them so neutered.


