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CTC
18

Batchworth
to

South Harefi eld

Start Batchworth, Harefi eld Road at Stockers Farm Road — WD3  1NP

Finish Harefi eld, Moorhall Road at Grand Union Canal — UB9  6PD

Distance 9.38km

Duration 1 hour 55 minutes

Ascent 30.0m

Access Buses and trains at Rickmansworth 1.5km distant from start of section. Buses at 
end of section. Buses near Harefi eld Lock en route.

Facilities Pub and shops at end of section. Pub at Harefi eld Lock en route.

18.1 Harefi eld Road at Stockers Fm Road 0m

18.2 WSW almost to fm; L; R; L on lane; R round fi eld and up to Post 59. 1220m

18.3 Return to fm rd; L/R to canal; over br; S to Post 60 1430m

18.4 Cross streamlet on R; L to weir; R for about 500m until trees obscure lake on 
R (site of Post 61).

850m

18.5 Return to weir; cross; L; path almost to rd; ahead between rd and lake; ahead 
on rd to Drayton Ford (Post 62).

980m

18.6 Return S on road to canal at Springwell Lock. 820m

18.7 R on towpath to Harefi eld Lock. 1790m

18.8 Continue on towpath past Black Jack’s Lock to Broadwater Lock. 1740m
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This section of 
the Coal Tax 

Circuit route starts at the 
junction of Harefi eld Road 
and Stockers Farm Road in 
Batchworth, on the south side 
of Rickmansworth.

Rickmansworth station is 
1.5km from the start of the 
section; buses (which are not 
Oyster-valid) link the station 
with Uxbridge, Denham  
Watford, St Albans, Hertford, 
Ware, Harlow, Amersham and 
Hemel Hempstead.

From the station, turn right, then right under the tracks into Station 
Road. At the foot of Station Road, turm left along High Street, then 
right at Barclays Bank, keeping to the left-hand pavement beyond 
the bank. Pass the church to reach a roundabout: continue ahead, 
crossing to the right-hand pavement at a pedestrian crossing. Turn 
right at the White Bear public house, and follow Harefi eld Road 

through three bends to reach Stockers 
Farm Road.

Walk westwards on Stockers 
Farm Road, passing a school 

and waterworks on the left. Pass a gate 
and follow the farm access road towards 
another gate, which gives access to the 
farm. Before reaching this gate, turn left to 
follow the right-hand edge of a fi elf as it 
climbs from the road. Bear right then left 
to pick up the lane running southwards.

After about 70m, turn right to keep a 
hedge-line on your right, and follow it as 
the fi eld edge curves to the left. Continue 
to the edge of a wood, where Post 59 will 
be found on the left-hand side.

The boundary crosses here, with the 
London Borough of Hillingdon ahead. 
This is an ancient path which leads out 
of the Colne valley and up to Harefi eld. It 
was much used for centuries by travellers 
and traders (including the jaggers who 
are noted at The Shrubs in section 17), and 
possibly by armies which (via the word 
hær, which is still the Danish word for 
‘army’) gave Harefi eld its name.

18.1

18.2

Post 59, between Stockers 
Farm and Harefi eld

Stockers Farm
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Return to the farm access 
road, and continue ahead 

until clear of the buildings on the left: 
there may well be horse transport parked. 
Turn left, then right to leave the farm by 
its northern access road. Cross the canal 
by the bridge, then corkscrew down to 
your right to join the towpath and pass 
beneath the bridge.

Follow the towpath with the canal on your 
left. Approximately 600m after emerging 
from beneath the bridge, you will come to 
Post 60, in the “canal obelisk” style. Note 
the bench-mark at the foot of the obelisk.

Continue ahead on the 
towpath. There is a path 

on your right, with a streamlet (which is 
usually almost dry) between the towpath 
and this path. Look out for a gap which 
allows you to cross to the other path 
(using brushwood to help you ford 
the streamlet), and continue westwards on this path, which is in 
a nature reserve. The path gradually drifts away from the canal, 
bending right then left to keep a lake close by on the right.

This is Stocker’s Lake, and you will probably see a fair number of 
birdwatchers, binoculars and cameras trained on the lake. At certain 
times of the year, the lake is home to many terns.

You will emerge into a clearing beside a handsome weir, which 
lets the River Colne descend slightly in a managed fashion, with a 
bridge across the water above the weir.

Do not cross the bridge, but continue with the river on your left 
(as you travel upstream, and 
Stocker’s Lake on your right. 
Walk about 500m, by which 
time you will be travelling 
in an easterly direction, until 
there is a bank of trees  on 
your right, obscuring the lake.

At this point, Post 61 was 
erected on the other side of 
the river, at the foot of the 
Shire Ditch.

At the time that the canal was 
dug, there was considerable 
anxiety over river levels from 
millers who needed suffi  cient 
waterfl ow, and this post 

Grand Union Canal
from road bridge
at Stockers Lock

Posts 60 (left)
and 62 (right)

on the canal and at Drayton 
Ford respectively

18.3

18.4
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became a water gauge to monitor the draw-off  of Colne 
water to feed the canal.

Return to the weir, and cross the bridge. 
Turn to the left, now walking in the 

direction of fl ow of the River Colne. After about 120m, 
you will make out a road ahead, through the hedge. 
The path bends to the right here, running between the 
road and Inns Lake. It emerges onto the road opposite a 
car park. Turn right along the road to reach a bridge. on 
the left, before the bridge, is Post 62.

Continue out to the main road for buses to 
Rickmansworth.

Return along the road, but do not rejoin 
the path opposite the car park. Take the 

road as far as the canal, and gain the towpath at the fi rst 
opportunity.

Turn right onto the towpath, with the 
canal on your left-hand side. Follow the 

towpath past a sewage works until you reach a cluster 
of buildings on each side at the approach to Harefi eld 
Lock.

There is the unexpected view of a traffi  c light ahead, but 
this is to regulate the fl ow over the canal bridge, which 
is only wide enough for one vehicle. Pass beneath the 
road, irrespective of the phase of the lights.

On your right is the Coy Carp inn, which off ers food 
and drink during opening times.

Beyond the pub, the towpath continues. 
You will rise to cross an old wharf 

entrance, then again to negotiate a meeting with the 
River Colne, where an elegant rectangular weir helps it 
on its downward course. Soon after the weir, you will 
arrive at Black Jack’s Mill and Lock.

The mill has operated as an inn at times, but currently 
advertises itself as a bed-and-breakfast establishment 
with takeaway baked goods.

As you drop down at the lock to go under the access 
road to the mill building, notice the date set into the 
downstream lock wall, indicating the rebuilding of the 
lock in 1870.

Keep to the towpath, taking note of the large reptile on 
the lawn across the canal.

At the next bridge (now disused), you will see a prime 
example of the eff ect of years of tow-rope friction. The 
horses pulling the barges had to follow the towpath, 

18.6

Above: Heron by the canal 
near Springwell Lake
Below: Tow-ropes grind 
down iron butt resses on 
abutments

18.8

18.5

18.7
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and where the canal narrowed at a bridge, the ropes rubbed against 
the bridge. In the end, the bridge was strengthened with iron, but 
the tow-ropes ate the iron too.

Beyond the bridge, there is a short stretch of towpath before 
Widewater Lock (also known as Broadwater Lock) is reached.  Pass 
the lock and go underneath Moorhall Road, then turn up to the 
right to reach the road.

This marks the end of this section.

On the left, there is a pub, with a bus stop for services on the 331 
route to Uxbridge. Across the road, the bus stop serves Harefi eld, 
Northwood and Ruislip.

If you turn to the right (back across the canal), you will soon reach 
some shops beyond the Uxbridge-bound bus stop on Moorhall Road 
(the Ruislip-bound stop is across the road), including a convenience 
shop and a fi sh-and-chip shop.

Grand Union Canal
Jack’s Lock


