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CTC
21

Colnbrook
to

Staines-upon-Thames

Start Colnbrook, Ye Olde George Inn — SL3  0LX

Finish Staines-upon-Thames, Thames Lodge Hotel — TW18  4SJ

Distance 10.63km

Duration 2 hours 10 minutes

Ascent 31m

Access Bus at start and end of section. Train at end of section and at Wraysbury en route.

Facilities Pubs and shop at start of section. All facilities at end of section. Pub at Horton 
en route.

21.1 Colnbrook, Ye Olde George Inn 0m

21.2 W; L before second bus stop; L on Drift Way past waste mgmt unit on L; 
ahead on Foundry Lane to Stanwell Rd.

1900m

21.3 R; bear L at green; L (Park Lane); at end house swing R (bldgs on R); L over 
fb ; ahead to cross rly.

1930m

21.4 Ahead to Douglas Lane; S to Station Rd; L to bridges over rly and brook. 1220m

21.5 Path S; L (rly on R); R over level crossing; bear L (lake to L, brook to R) to rd. 1760m

21.6 Cross; L on service rd; follow rd under M25 to Lammas Dr. 1100m

21.7 Ahead to Lammas rec gd; R to river; L to rd; R; R on riverside path to Staines 
Br; L up; R over br; R at rbt; R to river; L to post 84.

1600m

21.8 Return to rbt (post 85 in hedge on R). 460m

21.9 Cross to post 86. 20m

21.10 L over br; R to river; L on path; L beyond car park to reach rd; R to jct. 1640m
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Note: this section contains two subsections (from Berkyn Manor to Wraysbury Bridge, 
and from Wraysbury level crossing to Post 81), each of which has a western and eastern 
alternative route. The distance, time and ascent shown above refer to the routing which 
takes the western (and generally to be preferred) option for each of these two subsections. 

The text below indicates subsectional distances for each alternative routing.

This section of the 
Coal Tax Circuit 

route starts at Ye Olde George 
Inn, at the east end of High 
Street in Colnbrook.

The start of the section is 
served by the 81 TfL bus route 
which links Hounslow, North 
Heathrow (on the A4), and 
Slough, and which is valid for 
travel with an Oyster card.

There is a convenience shop at 
the start of the section, as well 
as two pubs, Ye Olde George 

and the Ostrich, the latt er serving a wider variety of dishes, while 
the former concentrates on a more traditional range of “pub food”.

Between Colnbrook and Staines, all posts have been removed or 
relocated (some as far away as Chalfont St Giles, in the Chiltern 
Hills). An att empt to follow as closely as possible the former line of 
posts (obviously, not including exploring the bott om of Wraysbury 
Reservoir!) showed the limitations of that route. Accordingly, a 
second att empt brought out a more western route which has fewer 
defi ciencies, but which strays farther from the original line of the 
boundary and its posts.

The two routes diverge between Berkyn Manor and Wraysbury 
Bridge, and again between Wraysbury level crossing and Post 81 on 
Wraysbury Road. For these subsections, both routes are described 
below, with the designations W (for the western route) and E (for 
the eastern route, which in each case keeps closer to the former line 
of the posts.

Colnbrook has been on a major road for two millennia, and is 
mentioned in the Domesday Book. The inn which is now called the 
Ostrich was fi rst mentioned in 1106, and is celebrated as “England’s 
third oldest inn”. The village was an important coaching stop on the 
Bath Road: indeed, it was the junction point for coaches to Windsor. 
This explains the existence of a rash of coaching inns which are 
found along the High Street, some of which have now closed, either 
converted for other purposes or left to decay.

The existence (in the fourteenth century) of a trapdoor device for 
murdering rich clients by dropping them from the best bedroom 

21.1

Ostrich Inn, Colnbrook
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directly into a cauldron of boiling water 
in the kitchen below has led to the 
suggestion that the Ostrich Inn was the 
spark of inspiration which was developed 
to become the gruesome tale of Sweeney 
Todd, the demon barber of Fleet Street.

Set off  westwards along 
High Street from the bus 

stop outside Ye Olde George Inn, fi rstly 
passing the Ostrich Inn on your left, and 
then the Slough-bound bus stop named Ye 
Olde George (some distance from the inn 
of that name). Ahead on the left, you will 
pass the ornate timber-framed building 
which used to be the Royal Standard 
Inn, which has now been turned into a 
residence.

Keep going along High Street to reach, on the left, a half-hexagon of 
bungalows (Festival Cott ages), with a grassed area in front (which, 
sad to relate, is often besmirched with parked cars). Beyond Festival 
Cott ages, and before the bus stop, take a footpath on the left.

The bus stop is variously known as Horton Road and The Red Lion, 
the latt er name being used on the TfL website. The latt er name is 
derived from what is now the sorry afterlife of the Red Lion Inn, 
which crumbles on the right-hand side of the road.

Take the footpath through to Drift Way, and turn to the left. Ignore 
the turn to the left onto Rayners Close, but take up the right-hand 
pavement of Drift Way. Go all the way to the end of the houses, 
picking your way amongst the pavement-parked cars and sundry 
domestic detritus, and ignoring the turn onto Moreland Avenue 
just before the last few houses. Pass through a gate, and pick up a 
track which follows the right-hand edge of a long fi eld. Do not take 
the path to the right, which runs westwards along the house-backs 
of Moreland Avenue.

This fi eld is directly over the fl ight-path to the west of the end of 
the northern runway of Heathrow airport, so you will have plenty 
of opportunity to see (and hear) the aircraft as they take off  or 
approach their landing.

After about 800m, you will come to a waste management facility (to 
use a euphemism) on your left. Keep straight ahead: the track soon 
becomes hardened and is called Foundry Lane. Keep ahead to the 
end of Foundry Lane at Stanwell Road.

At this point, the two routes diverge. From this point to the next 
point of convergence of the two routes at Wraysbury Bridge, the 
western route measures 3.15km, while the eastern route is 2.04km 
long. The eastern route is wholly on hard surfaces.

21.2

The former Royal Standard 
Inn, Colnbrook
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The Horton Arms (formerly the Five Bells) serves food and drink 
during opening times (from noon): the pub lies just to the west of 
the end of Foundry Lane.

To take the western option (3.15km), turn right 
onto Stanwell Road, passing the Horton Arms on 

your left. At the triangular green, bear slightly left (following the 
road sign for Datchet and Windsor). Just beyond the green, turn left 
onto Park Lane, which soon loses its pavement. Walk the full length 
of Park Lane: just after passing a gate marked Heathrow Catt ery on 
the right, pass a house and swing round to the right, following the 
curve of its garden wall.

Catt ery buildings now abut on the right behind the house. At a 
small clearing, take a path off  to the left: soon, it crosses a lake by a 
footbridge. Keep going in a generally south-south-westerly direction 
to reach the railway line (between Wraysbury and Sunnymeads 
stations, on the line which links Windsor and Eton Riverside with 
Waterloo) at a level crossing.

Cross the railway tracks with care — if you see 
a train, however distant, or if you hear the rails 

‘singing’, do not att empt to cross.

Continue ahead (now to the south-west) to reach a stile at the end 
of Douglas Lane. Follow Douglas Lane to its junction with Station 
Road.

The centre of the village of Wraysbury is off  to the right here: there 
is a pub 300m away; 200m farther on, a convenience shop sits in 
a small, rather forlorn row of shops, surrounded by cosmetics 
businesses.

Turn left along Station Road, which leads, unsurprisingly, to the 
station. To continue on the Coal Tax Circuit route, ascend to cross 
the railway bridge.

Wraysbury station is on the line which links Windsor and 
Eton Riverside and Waterloo via Staines-upon-Thames. For 
Windsor-bound services, take the set of steps on the right of the 
pavement before crossing the railway; for London-bound services, 
descend by the second set of steps, on the far side of the railway.

Beyond the railway bridge, cross the entrance to the station car 
park, and advance to cross the bridge over the Colne Brook to its 
eastern end.

The western and eastern routes converge here.

To take the eastern option (2.04km), turn left at the 
end of Foundry Lane: immediately, you will fi nd 

yourself at an entrance to Berkyn Manor.

Here, a couple of plaques proclaim that John Milton lived here: 
he wrote Lycidas while staying at Berkyn Manor. Following the 
death of the owner in 1987, the house had become steadily more 

21.3E

21.3W

21.4W
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dilapidated: the preservation of Milton’s domestic history seems to 
revolve around the cott age in Chalfont St Giles, where he wrote 
Paradise Lost.

Take Stanwell Road eastwards to the roundabout at the junction 
with Coppermill Road.

Ahead and to the left are two local nature reserves, Arthur Jacob 
and Poyle Poplars. There are pleasant paths within the reserves, 
and Post 79 is/was on private land beyond the north-eastern corner 
of Arthur Jacob reserve. Furthermore, there is a pub at the far end 
of Poyle Poplars. However, there is really nothing visible of Coal 
Tax interest.

Note that a car park, marked on the map just east of the roundabout, 
is no longer in use.

Turn right, and follow the pavement of Coppermill Road, fi rst on 
the right of the road, and then (giving a litt le light relief from the 
cavalcade of dullness interspersed with saccharine kitsch) on the 
left.

The road fi nally takes a bend (after the fi fth bus 
stop — the walker is reduced to counting them to 

generate interest, but a quick glance at the timetable panels shows 
that they do not provide a particularly useful break-point on the 
Coal Tax Circuit route). Beyond the bend, you will pass a parish 
notice-board, before arriving at the eastern end of the bridge over 
the Colne Brook: do not advance to cross this bridge, unless you are 
intent on taking a train from Wraysbury station ahead.

Wraysbury station (which lies a short distance ahead across the 
bridge) is on the branch line which links Windsor and Eton Riverside 
station with London Waterloo via Staines-upon-Thames. If you are 
making for a London-bound service, walk through the car park on 
the left before you reach the railway bridge; for a Windsor-bound 
service, cross the railway bridge and descend by the steps on your 
left.

The eastern and western routes converge here.

Taking your cue from a public footpath sign, descend 
from the pavement on a narrow footpath which 

squeezes between the river on the right and the reservoir land on 
the left. This path bends to the left in front of the bridge which 
carries the railway over the river, and continues with reservoir land 
on the left and now the railway on the right. About 400m after the 
bend, you will come to a pedestrian level crossing over the railway.

The reservoir was constructed in the mid-1960s: the Coal Tax 
boundary ran down the middle of the new reservoir, and posts 
were removed.

The western and eastern routes diverge here. Between this point 
and the next point of convergence at Post 81 on Wraysbury Road, 

21.5

21.4E
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the western route measures 2.68km in length, while the eastern 
route is a few paces longer at 2.75km.

To continue on the western route, cross the track 
with care, using the level crossing — if you see 

a train, however distant, or if you hear the rails ‘singing’, do not 
att empt to cross.

Once across the railway, do not drift to the right (west-south-west): 
that path leads to a bridge across the Colne Brook. Instead, bear 
slightly left to strike out south-south-west.

Soon, the Colne Brook accompanies the path on the right, with 
Wraysbury Lake on the left, and the general 
route of the path swings round through south 
towards the south-south-east. Follow the path 
as it zigzags its way between lake and river, 
until it comes out onto Wraysbury Road.

Cross the road, and turn left to follow the 
right-hand pavement, passing a car repair and 
service business on the right. Where the road 
swings slightly left to reach a roundabout, keep 
to the pavement to join a service road (which is 
stopped up here at its western end).

Pass to the right of the roundabout, ignoring the 
access onto the roundabout. When you reach 
the eastern end of the service road (similarly 
stopped up like its western twin), continue 
along the right-hand pavement of Wraysbury 
Road.

Walk beneath the M25, and then pass a freight 
yard on the right. Cross to the left-hand 
pavement at a convenient point.

Lineside path south-east
of Wraysbury
level crossing

21.6W
Wraysbury Lake,
on the western route
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21.6E

On Wraysbury Road, there is a convenience shop on the left, on the 
corner of Gloucester Drive.

Continue on the left-hand pavement to Post 81 on the left-hand side 
of the road, just beyond the last house. Post 82 is on the right.

The western and eastern routes converge here.

To take the eastern route from Wraysbury level 
crossing, continue along the narrow lineside path, 

with the reservoir land still on the left..

Recalling the Miltonic connections at Berkyn Manor, it is tempting 
to switch to John Bunyan: this path would not be out of place in 
Pilgrim’s Progress. It is beset by chest-high nett les, with overhanging 
and fallen branches to impede progress further. There have been 
nett les between Wraysbury Bridge and the level crossing, but it is 
clear that the overwhelming majority of the foot traffi  c crosses the 
railway by the level crossing. This path passes the former site of Post 
82 (without any evidence of its sometime presence), but otherwise is 
just a further 550m of histamine assault, and this length is probably 
the strongest argument for the western route. Mere trousers are 
no match for the nett les, and even chaparajos would struggle. Iron 
greaves are probably your best bet, though they may be hard to fi nd 
in your friendly local outdoor shop.

Crash on ahead, then, suff ering the stings and gnarls of outrageous 
vegetation (OK, we seem to have moved from Milton to Bunyan, 
and now echoing Shakespeare), past the mythical site of the former 
residence of Post 82. After some minutes of this purgatory, you will 
emerge into a fi eld, glad to see plain grass ahead. Walk out into the 
fi eld, following a faint trod. At the far end, bear round to the right, 
aiming at the bridge which takes the M25 over the railway line.

The path comes out of the fi eld onto a lane via a metal stile: turn 
right onto the lane and follow it under the motorway and up to a 
road, Moor Lane, opposite a house.

Approximately 250m to the east-north-east of this house, there used 
to be a station called Runnymede Range, on the line between West 
Drayton and Staines (whose GWR station was where the Travelodge 
on Two Rivers Retail Park now stands). The range, for revolver 
practice, is now buried under the M25 and Wraysbury Reservoir.

Turn right along Moor Lane, rising to cross the Windsor branch 
railway. Beyond the bridge, there is a rudimentary pavement on 
the left-hand side of the road. At the entrance to Yeoveney Close 
on the right (sometimes, the Runnymede Range station took the 
name Yeoveney), the pavement switches to the right-hand side of 
the road. Continue along Moor Lane: you will see a building called 
The Swan, set back from the road on the right — it used to be a pub, 
but that is long gone.

Cross a small bridge, and just before you reach some more modern 
houses, take a path to the right, to keep the sides of the houses close 



21 – 8 Coal Tax Circuit © 2018-22 IG Liddell

on your left, to enter a fi eld. Bear slightly left, keeping just left of a 
line of ‘kerbstones’ which encircle the summit, until you can make a 
bee-line for a tunnel underneath the A30 (Staines by-pass) and over 
the aqueduct, to reach a crossing path.

Turn right on this path, and take the next path to the left. This clear 
path leads you through the area of Church Lammas Lakes.

Like so many pockets of the Colne Valley, the area of Church Lammas 
was used extensively for mineral extraction — in this instance, sand 
and gravel. Since the 1990s, the area has been returned to nature, 
with lakes now maturing in the landscape. The area is a haven 
for wildlife, and it’s adjacency (on the south side) to the Lammas 
Recreation Ground (with a handy car park on Wraysbury Road) 
has ensured its continuing popularity. The area is an unalloyed 
delight, and is probably the strongest argument for the otherwise 
inferior eastern route.

Take the winding path past the northern lake, and then the western 
lake, (both on the right): at the southern lake, bear right to circle 
it in an anti-clockwise direction to reach the exit onto Wraysbury 
Road. Turn right onto Wraysbury Road, and follow the right-hand 
pavement for about 170m, to reach Posts 81 and 82, one on each side 
of the road.

The eastern and western routes converge here.

The Coal Tax Circuit route from this point makes its way into the 
centre of Staines-upon-Thames, with an excursion south of the river 
to pick up three posts there. For now, though, let us concentrate on 
this very spot.

Two posts, one on each side of the road, at the boundary where the 
County Ditch crosses the road. So far, so normal. But look a litt le 
more closely, and some details begin to fail to add up.

On the south side of the road, Post 82 is an obelisk, which is more 
associated with railway boundaries. Indeed, this has been relocated 
from the lineside in the middle of the infamous nett le-zone south-east 

of the Wraysbury level 
crossing. It looks incongruous 
beside a suburban road.

On the north side of the road, 
Post 81 is a standard roadside 
number, a “Type 2” in Coal 
Post parlance. But it, too, is 
an immigrant, a refugee from 
the construction of Wraysbury 
Reservoir in the 1960s.

Old maps show a number of 
“City Posts” on the west side 
of Staines: perhaps they were 
recycled in the manner of 

Church Lammas Lakes



© 2018-22 IG Liddell Coal Tax Circuit 21 – 9

moving the live speed-cameras 
around the suburbs today.

Set off  eastwards 
along Wraysbury 

Road to the Lammas Recreation 
Ground entrance: here, turn 
right to enter the park. Pass to 
the left of the Sea Scouts’ hut to 
reach the River Thames. Over 
to your right, the County Ditch 
enters the great river: Post 84 
is across there, behind the long 
grass.

Turn left along the riverside: 
hereabouts, the London Stone (allegedly 
thirteenth-century) stood, marking the 
upstream limit of the jurisdiction of the 
Corporation of the City of London over 
matt ers fl uvial.

Today, there are no riverside posts 
upstream from Staines Bridge on the 
north bank, so walk on until forced up 
onto a road. Turn right on the road, and, 
at the footbridge onto Church Island, take 
a riverside path to the right of the road 
(and to the left of the bridge). At Staines 
Bridge, do not pass underneath, but turn 
left to reach a set of steps which will bring 
you to bridge level.

Cross the bridge, and take a path round 
to the right to gain the south bank of the 
river. Turn left, and follow the riverside 
path for about 450m (up and over an 
inlet) until you are opposite the Lammas 
Recreation Ground: here, you will fi nd 
Post 84 on the left of the path.

Return to the bridge, 
following the same path up to bridge level.

Post 85 is here, but where? In fact, it is well hidden by leaves and 
branches of the shrub plantings on the right of the path as it reaches 
the pavement by the roundabout. The owners of Rourke House 
should be forced to trim the foliage to avoid the historic marker 
from becoming lost to public memory … or even from becoming 
lost completely, for its scrap value.

Cross the southern bridgehead to a triangular traffi  c 
island at the entrance to The Hythe to reach Post 86, as 

patent as Post 85 is latent.

21.7

Posts 81 (top)
and 82 (above),

Wraysbury Road

21.8

21.9
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There are some hostelries ahead which may provide welcome 
sustenance to a weary walker.

Turn left to cross the bridge: on the other side, take 
steps down to the right to regain the north bank’s 

riverside path. Soon, you will cross a tributary as it runs into the 
River Thames.

This is none other than the River Colne, fi rst met at Colney 
Hatch, over 80km of walking ago. It has been a close companion 
throughout that period. However, it is not recommended that you 
try to complete the circle of acquaintance by fording the river at its 
outfl ow as you did near its source.

Almost immediately after crossing the River Colne, you will come 
to a stone pillar. This is a replica of the London Stone.

For centuries, the London Stone was situated in the Lammas 
Recreation Ground at the County Ditch, opposite Post 84, before 

being moved to the centre of the town. The 
original stone is in Spelthorne Museum: 
the one on the river bank is a replica — an 
expertly distressed replica, it seems.

Continuing past the London Stone along 
the riverside path, you will pass a statue of 
the Swanmaster (with one of his charges), 
and a stainless steel installation of origami 
swans.

After passing a small amphitheatre on the 
right (with partial roofi ng), you will see a 
car park on the left. At the far end of the 
car park, where there is a small wharf, 
turn left away from the river to the noise 
of traffi  c.

At the main road, turn right to the junction 
outside the Thames Lodge Hotel.

From left to right:
Post 84, on the riverside
Post 85, in the shrubbery
Post 86, at The Hythe

River Colne: the outfl ow 
into the River Thames

21.10
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The replica London Stone 
(above)

Origami swans (below)

This point marks the end of this rather 
complicated section of the Coal Tax 
Circuit.

The centre of Staines-upon-Thames lies 
over to the left: all facilities may be found 
there.

The Thames Lodge Hotel looks across the 
junction to South Street: the bus station is 
there, with an entrance to the Elmsleigh 
Shopping Centre adjacent to the bus stops.

Beyond the bus station on the right-hand 
side of the road, there is a large car park. At 
the back of the car park, a footpath leads 
underneath the railway (the Windsor 
branch, the left-hand of the two railways 
seen from the car park), and turns right to 
lead alongside the tracks to the station.


