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CTC
22

Staines-upon-Thames
to

Chertsey Bridge

Start Staines-upon-Thames, Thames Lodge Hotel — TW18  4SJ

Finish Chertsey Bridge — KT16  8JA

Distance 5.95km

Duration 1 hour 12 minutes

Ascent 15m

Access Buses and trains at start of section; bus at end of section

Facilities All facilities at start of section; pub at end of section

22.1 Staines-upon-Thames, Thames Lodge Hotel 0m

22.2 Cross to land side of Thames Side; R to rly bridge (Post 87). 90m

22.3 Cross to river before br; L under rly; follow path to end of Wheatsheaf Lane. 1240m

22.4 Round L bend in river; over meadow; riverside path to Penton Hook Lock. 1220m

22.5 Riverside to Laleham; ahead to Ferry Lane. 1350m

22.6 Ahead on riverside under M3 and to post 88 on L. 1670m

22.7 Ahead to post 89 on L. 290m

22.8 Rise to Chertsey Br. 90m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route 
starts at the Thames Lodge Hotel in 

Staines-upon Thames.

The bus station is adjacent to Communications House, 
which takes the north-eastern corner of the road 
junction. There are bus links from here to Hatt on Cross 
(for Heathrow), Hounslow, Kingston-upon-Thames, 
and Chertsey. The last of these is not Oyster-valid, nor 
are the direct bus services to the airport terminals.

There are rail links with London Waterloo and 
Wraysbury at the remaining station within Staines. 
From the station, exit on the London-bound side, and 
turn left on the forecourt. Follow the path alongside the 
railway, turning to the left to pass beneath the tracks 
as signposted for the bus station. Once through the 
tunnel, simply follow the painted ‘red carpet’ to cross 
the car park and the road to reach the bus station, and 
the junction beyond.

In the past, there were no fewer than three railway 
stations in Staines-upon-Thames: the sole remaining 
station is the former Staines Junction station, now simply 
called Staines. There was a station on the Windsor line 
at High Street, and a station (Staines West) which was 
the terminus of the line from West Drayton.

Cross to the landward side of the road, 
and turn right to reach the railway bridge. 

On the left-hand side of the road, you will fi nd Post 87: 
it is a standard railway-style obelisk.

Cross the road in front of the railway bridge, and 
descend to the riverside path. Turn left and pass beneath 
the railway bridge, with a glance back to Staines (road) 
bridge.

The route now follows the side of the River Thames all 
the way to the former Molesey Reservoirs.

There is a good tarmac path 
here alongside the river, with 

occasional benches for rest, and scolding 
notices from the properties which abut 
the path.

Just ignore the ranting and keep to the 
tarmac, and no feelings (on the part 
of highly-strung residents or property 
agents) will get hurt. After about 1.2km, 
you will reach Wheatsheaf Lane, with its 
signposted promise of facilities up to your 
left. 

22.1

22.2

Post 87, Staines rail bridge 
(above); refl ections on the 
underside of Staines rail 
bridge (below)

22.3
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Just keep on ahead 
until you reach a 

meadow which colonises the 
bend in the river. You may 
follow the river bank round 
this meadow, or turn left to 
keep to its left-hand side.

At the far end of the meadow, 
go forward on the path, past 
the end of Penton Avenue, to 
reach Penton Hook Lock.

Penton Hook is a meander of 
the river, which is by-passed 
by the cut which contains the lock: an island is formed by the 
meander and the cut. A large marina has eaten into the west bank 
of the meander at the level beneath the weirs to provide berthing 
and other services for a large fl otilla of leisure craft.

Continue past the lock: you will soon cross the intake 
which sucks Thames water out of the river, under the 

path, along a channel, and into the Staines reservoirs for purifi cation 
and thereafter for human consumption.

You will soon reach an old brick wall on your left, with white iron 
stanchions. This is the western wall of a house (on Vicarage Lane) 
called Litt le Ravenswell: it is Grade II listed.

Butt ressing the wall on the river side are iron stanchions, painted 
white and with the arms of the City of London. Were they “reminder 
posts”? Did the Corporation pay a retainer for the advertising on a 
retaining wall? The house itself is a good example of Queen Anne 
style, with Georgian improvements.

Pass the end of Condor Lane and follow the path out along the 
riverside to reach the end of Ferry Lane.

Condor Lane used to boast the Greyhound Inn, a favourite of 
members of the river trade, and The Litt le Dutch Barn, the home of 
Marie Studholme, a comedy actress of the early part of the twentieth 
century who made strenuous 
eff orts to turn Hamlet into a 
musical — one can just imagine 
Bertie Wooster being dragged 
into it to sing O Death, where is 
thy sting-a-ling-a-ling? or some 
such ditt y.

Laleham is mentioned in the 
Domesday Book (as Laelham), 
and is the birthplace of 
Matt hew Arnold, the poet. He 
is buried in the churchyard.

The western wall o
Litt le Ravenswell, Laleham

22.5

Swans rest
on the riverbank at 

Laleham Park

22.4
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The Laleham Ferry operated for almost a millennium until 1972, 
when the last ferryman retired, and nobody took up the work. In 
latt er years, a signifi cant part of the business was to take golfers 
across the river to Laleham Golf Club. Two regular passengers 
were Bob Hope and Bing Crosby, who would slip away for a round 
of golf when they were not needed on set at Shepperton Studios 
during the fi lming of The Road to Hong Kong.

The route now takes to a sliver of meadow between 
the road and the river: it is a fi ne spot for families to 

rest — including the swans! You will pass a large caravan site on the 
far side of the road, and eventually, you will fi nd yourself squeezed 
onto the roadside as you approach Chertsey Weir.

Just before the meadow peters out, look across the road to fi nd Post 
88, with its inaccurate painting of the City shield. It lies just north of 
a “park home” estate.

Walk on past the weir and the lock: there is housing on 
the other side of the road.

Look out for a large building housing two semi-detached units: if 
you peer into the left-hand garden, you will see Post 89.

Continue along the road to reach the east side of 
Chertsey Bridge.

There is a pub here, which will serve food and drink during opening 
hours.

The town of Chertsey is some distance away on the other side of 
the bridge: there is a bus service running approximately hourly 
(though none on Sundays or Bank Holidays) linking Shepperton 
and Chertsey. Oystercards are not valid on this service.

22.6

Posts 88 (left)
and 89 (right)
north of Chertsey Bridge

22.7

22.8


