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CTC
23

Chertsey Bridge
to

Shepperton

Start Chertsey Bridge — KT16  8JA

Finish Shepperton ferry landing — TW17  9LJ

Distance 2.86km

Duration 34 minutes

Ascent 6m

Access Bus at start of section. Bus and train near end of section.

Facilities Pub at start of section. Pub and café near end of section.

23.1 Chertsey Bridge, east end. 0m

23.2 Cross rd to post 90. 10m

23.3 L across meadow (car park on L); ahead past Ryepeck moorings to rd. 1430m

13.4 R on or beside rd to ferry landing. 1420m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route starts at the 
east end of Chertsey Bridge, opposite the Kingfi sher 

pub on the north side of the road.

There is a bus service (stops on the west side of the bridge — not 
Oyster-valid) which runs approximately hourly, but not on Sundays 
nor on Bank Holidays. Chertsey town centre is 1.4km away, and the 
railway station (services to Waterloo via Weybridge or Staines) is a 
further 750m along Guildford Street.

The Kingfi sher pub off ers food and drink during opening hours.

Chertsey is a town of great antiquity. The Abbey was founded in the 
seventh century, and was one of the more important Benedictine 
foundations in England: it was swept away in King Henry  VIII’s 
Dissolution of the Monasteries. For centuries, the Abbot of Chertsey 
held the local monopoly on milling, and farmers’ footpaths converge 
on Chertsey from all around. The Monks’ Walk, which comes in 
from Thorpe (alongside the present-day raucous theme-park 
at Thorpe Park) is one such — note how the naming convention 
favours the Church: it was, of course, the farmers who walked to 
the monks with their grain, while the monks just sat there, accepting 
the peasants’ tribute! There are interesting buildings in the town, 
including the Old Town Hall and St  Peter’s church, part of which 
dates from the twelfth century.

From the bridge end by the Kingfi sher pub, dip down 
to pass under the bridge, noting Post 90 at te bridge 

abutment before you do so.

On the south side of the bridge, there is a small 
space which has been colonised as a car park. At a 

three-fi ngered signpost, you may either follow the riverbank or 
cut across Dumsey Meadow. If you choose the latt er, make for the 
fence of a more structured car park, pass it on your left, and keep 
going till you reach the riverside path.

23.1

23.2

Chertsey Bridge (left)
and Post 90 (right)

23.3
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Dumsey Meadow is a Site of 
Special Scientifi c Interest on 
account of its biological interest: 
it is the only remaining grazed 
unimproved meadow on the 
bank of the Thames in Surrey, 
and is rich in grassland species. 
The meadow is grazed by 
ponies and by Belted Galloway 
catt le (which are often called 
“panda cows” — or, in North 
America, as “Oreo cows” 
because of their distinctive 
black-and-white markings).

At the far end of the meadow, you will continue on the riverside path. 
Soon, you will enter the Ryepeck Moorings site, where you pass 
between the craft and their “gardens”. Almost certainly, though, 
you will see arrogantly disobedient cyclists careering through the 
enclosure without dismounting.

On the far side of the moorings, there is a short stretch of open land 
before some properties come down to the path: across the river are 
the houses of Dockett  Eddy. Eventually, the path pours itself out 
onto a lane, which you will follow on its riverside course. 

The lane (at this point, one-way with the traffi  c coming 
from behind) rounds Dockett  Point, at which point, 

there is a sliver of grass on its right-hand side: this gives the walker 
some respite from the tarmac. After about 250m, though, you 
will be back on the lane. Continue past the Thames Court Inn to 
Shepperton Lock.

There are public toilets at the lock.

Just beyond the lock, you will reach the ferry landing.

The Nauticalia shop is on the left: here, you will buy your ferry 
ticket. The shop also has a café to complement its nautical-themed 
clothing and gifts, and its more practical marine supplies. The ferry 
operates on demand every fi fteen minutes on the quarter-hour: 
for full details, go to the web and search for Shepperton Ferry 
Nauticalia (including the last word is important: the details on the 
allaboutweybridge site are wrong).

Shepperton is today known for its fi lm studios, and for being the 
suburban home of JG Ballard, the author, until his death in 2009. 
Its historic but still tucked-away location, with a good rail link to 
central London and not too far from Heathrow airport, has made a 
reasonably large number of post-war celebrities (on lists running at 
least part-way through the alphabet) choose to live here.

But the town has a long history, as indeed does the ferry, which 
has plied this stretch of water for fi ve centuries. The sett lement is 

The Thames at Ryepeck, 
looking across to

Dockett  Eddy

23.4
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documented at least a hundred years before the Norman Conquest, 
and there are some fi ne Georgian houses back from the river.

At the end of the nineteenth century, though, there were reports of 
visitors who came to Shepperton from far, far away. They arrived 
across the meadows from Chertsey: they were the Martian invaders 
in The War of the Worlds, which was writt en by HG Wells (who lived 
in nearby Woking) and published in 1898. One of the invaders, 
having taken a direct hit from an artillery shell, landed, dead, in the 
water.

To reach Shepperton station, go up Ferry Lane and turn right. Pass 
through the older, riverside area of Shepperton to a roundabout, 
where continue ahead on High Street through the village’s 
commercial centre. The station is off  to the right at the top of High 
Street, about 2.1km from the ferry landing. There are bus stops 
on Chertsey Road, with connections for Addlestone, Chertsey, 
Shepperton and Sunbury; from the foot of High Street (1.4km from 
the ferry landing), there are also bus connections for Heathrow in 
High Street.

Note that there is no descriptive document for section 24, the 
ferry crossing. The route takes up on the other bank of the river 
as section 25.


