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CTC
25

Weybridge (ferry landing)
to

Walton-on-Thames

Start Weybridge ferry landing — KT13  8LU

Finish Walton-on-Thames, Old Bridge End — 40m W of KT12  1AR

Distance 3.65km

Duration 46 minutes

Ascent 27m

Access Bus at end of section.

Facilities All facilities near end of section.

25.1 Weybridge ferry landing 0m

23.2 L on riverside path past fb  on L; steps up to br; L over cut; ahead to post 91. 920m

25.3 L edge of meadow to NE corner; L to Point Meadow (post 92). 480m

25.4 R on path past waterwks on R to jct; L to speed limit painted in rd (post 93). 1560m

25.5 Cross rd; R on riverside path under bridge; R; cross old br to post 94. 670m

25.6 Advance to fp on L. 20m
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This section of the Coal 
Tax Circuit route starts 

at the Weybridge ferry landing on the 
River Thames. The ferry is known as the 
Shepperton Ferry (Shepperton is on the 
other bank).

With the exception of a possible off -route 
detour to Sunbury (see Section 26 of the 
route description), you have now crossed 
the River Thames for the last time on the 
Coal Tax Circuit Route. You are south of 
the river all the way to Erith.

Note the brass bell at the landing: if you 
need to hail the ferry from this side, 
ring the bell lustily — but only on the 
quarter-hours when the ferry is due to 
come out on demand. Ring it at any other 
time, and you will have to expect a very 
grumpy ferryman (and with good reason).

Turn left at the top of the 
landing steps, and walk 

along the riverside path. Soon, you will 
pass a steeply-arched footbridge, which is 
well secured against unauthorised use.

The footbridge leads to D’Oyly Carte Island: it was known as 
Folly Eyot before it was purchased by Richard D’Oyly Carte, the 
impresario behind the Savoy operas by Gilbert and Sullivan. Carte 
had the house built as his residence: his widow sold it after his 
death.

Keep along the riverside path until a more substantial bridge looms 
overhead: climb a staircase on your right to reach bridge level. Turn 
left, and cross the bridge onto Desborough Island.

From the bridge, you will see a straight stretch of the river: it was 
cut during the 1930s to shorten the river distance between Walton 
and Shepperton, and to reduce fl ooding vulnerabilities locally.

On leaving the bridge, do not take the road round to the right, 
but carry on straight ahead on a footpath which descends to the 
riverside. About 400m after leaving the road, you will come to the 
south-western extremity of Point Meadow: a hedge runs off  to 
the east. Here, you will fi nd Post 91, on the riverside as it was in 
Victorian times, before the Desborough Cut was dug.

Follow the path round the point,with the older, 
riverside part of Shepperton across the river. There is 

a path through the bankside trees: if you go round the left-hand 
edge of the meadow, you should fi nd a way in. Opposite the fi rst 
riverside house on the far bank (it has a grey roof), you will come to 

25.1

25.2

Looking across the Thames 
to the Shepperton Ferry 
from the south bank

25.3
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the north-eastern extremity of Point Meadow: an old sign indicates 
as much. Here, next to the sign, is Post 92.

Continue on the riverside path to round the 
north-eastern corner of the island. You will pass the 

Red Lion Inn (unreachable on the far bank): there is a sportsfi eld on 
your right (equally unreachable, going by the notices).

The right-hand side of the path is taken up by the high walls (and 
the London-yellow brickwork) of a water treatment plant. When 
the road comes in from the right, bear slightly left and climb with 
the road to cross the bridge (a carbon copy of the one at the west 
end of the island) back onto the south bank of the Desborough Cut.

Follow the road out onto Walton Lane, and turn left. Walk carefully 
on the right-hand side of the road: this is a busy thoroughfare. Walk 
past the 20mph road signs, and over a road-hump. Pass one lone 
bush on the right, then come level with a transmission pole in the 
fi eld. Post 93 is in the gap in the hedge-bushes, before you reach the 
20mph signs painted on the road surface.

Beyond the next road-hump, there is a gap in to 
pole-fence on each side of the road. Here, you have a 

choice. You may slip into the meadow (Cowey Sale) on the right, 
just keeping behind the roadside car parking, or you may take to 
the riverside path on the left.

In either case, you will come to a café in the meadow: there are 
public toilets to the right of the service-point.

At the café, you should make sure that you are on the riverside 
path. Up ahead, the graceful parabola of Walton Bridge fi lls the 
view. Advance towards the bridge, but only as far as a pole with a 
small notice-board att ached: you will have plenty of opportunities 

25.4
Posts 91 and 92, on 
Desborough Island

25.5
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to explore the underside of the span: just 
not from the riverside path.

The notice-board displays the timetable 
and fares for the ferry service at Shepperton, 
so that walkers (travelling upstream) will 
have the option, if the timing does not fi t 
(or if they are too niggardly to pay the 
ferryman for the unique experience) of 
crossing the river by Walton Bridge and 
walking through Shepperton to pick up 
the riverside path on the north side of the 
river at Shepperton Lock.

At the ferry timetable pole, take a path off  
to the right, which rises and curves left to 
pass underneath the bridge, then curves 
round to the right on the far side of the 
bridge. This path continues to rise to the 
level of the bridge: when you reach the 
roadside, turn left to cross the approach 
viaduct for the previous bridge.

At the far end of the bridge, on the left, 
you will fi nd Post 94.

The post was originally on the riverside, 
but was moved during the creation of the current bridge.

There have been six bridges which have successively crossed the 
river at this point since the fi rst was built around 1750: before that, 
there was a ferry here. But the curious name of the meadow you 
have passed (Cowey Sale) hints at more. The word Sale means the 
same as Stakes, and this hints at the point where Julius Caesar made 
a bridge (probably a simple pontoon) to take his army across the 
river (or, as too-literal schoolboy translations would have it, “threw 
his army several hundred paces across the river”).

Just beyond the post, you will see a footpath descend 
away from the road: it is here that the current section 

of the Coal Tax Circuit route 
comes to an end.

Ahead lies the town centre of 
Walton-on-Thames. To reach 
the middle of the town, walk 
eastwards, crossing the end of 
The Ridgeway, then bearing 
left onto Bridge Street.

Pass a car showroom on your 
right, then bear slightly left 
where the main road swings 
right: you are still on Bridge 

Post 93, on Walton Lane

Walton Bridge, at the 
timetable post for the 
Shepperton Ferry 25.6
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Street, on which you should 
continue until you meet a 
crossroads (controlled by 
traffi  c lights). 

There are all facilities here, 
from banks to restaurants. In 
particular, if you turn right at 
the crossroads onto High Street 
(with The Heart shopping 
centre now on your left), you 
will come to a modern fl atiron 
building: the library. Keep to 
the right of the library, and 
immediately, you will come to 
a bus stop: from here, there are bus services to Shepperton, Chertsey, 
Staines and Heathrow Airport.

Yes, of course Walton-on-Thames has a railway station, which 
has connections to Waterloo, but, it is situated a full 1.7km to the 
south of the town centre, and is likely to be of limited interest to 
walkers who have the River Thames as their current focus. They 
(particularly those armed with Oystercards) may prefer to consider 
arranging their day’s journey to continue ahead to West Molesey.

Post 94, on the east side of 
the old Walton Bridge


