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CTC
26

Walton-on-Thames
to

West Molesey

Start Walton-on-Thames, Old Bridge End — 40m W of KT12  1AR

Finish West Molesey, Central Square — KT8  2QY

Distance 6.99km

Duration 1 hour 27 minutes

Ascent 33m

Access Bus at start of section. Bus at end of section.

Facilities All facilities near start of section. Shop at end of section. Pubs on river en route.

26.1 Old Bridge End, Walton-on-Thames. 0m

26.2 From post 94, L on path ahead; L/L under bridges; R/R under bridges; L to 
riverside path; R; over marina entrance; ahead to Sunbury Lane.

1700m

26.3 Ahead past Sunbury Lock to Post 95. 1260m

26.4 Ahead to post 96. 490m

26.5 Downstream for about 800m to Post 97 (on landward side of path). 630m

26.6 Return past waterworks wall; L opp fi ngerpost; L on Hurst Rd for 950m, 
passing Post 100b (relocated) in waterworks compound.

1360m

26.7 Ahead to post 98 on roadside. 480m

23.8 R on Weston Ave; L on Walton Rd; R on Central Ave to shops. 1070m
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This section begins at the eastern (Walton) end of the 
old Walton Bridge, which has been superseded in 

recent years by the gleaming modern bridge. The approach viaduct 
of the old bridge on the east side of the river has been preserved, 
and is used by pedestrians and cyclists.

Walton-on-Thames is one of the most ancient sett lements in the 
area, and the site of Walton Bridge is a possible location for Julius 
Caesar’s fording of the river, the other main coitender being in the 
Brentford/Isleworth area. The place-name indicates that there was 
an existing sett lement of pre-Roman inhabitants, the name coming 
from the same root as ‘Welsh’. Like many communities in this 
quarter, the railway brought the impetus for expansion, and today 
Walton has many commuters into London. It is also a popular 
location for corporate headquarters, being convenient for the City 
and also for Heathrow airport.

Walkers starting the day at this point, and coming by bus from across 
the river, should alight at the fi rst bus stop after crossing the bridge, 
by the Bear Inn in Bridge Street: simply backtrack the bus route to 
reach Old Bridge End. Alternatively (and with only a short extra 
distance on the walk-in), alight at Swan Walk in Lower Halliford, 
then follow the bus route ahead, turning left at the roundabout and 
crossing the bridge and viaduct to reach the start of the section at 
Old Bridge End.

26.1Walton Bridge and Post 94 
on Old Walton Bridge
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On the bus from points east, alight at Hepworth Way bus stop (by 
the library) and walk ahead on Bridge Street to Old Bridge End, 
bearing right at the car showroom.

From Walton-on-Thames station (if you must), it is a 2.1km walk: 
take Ashley Park Road, bear north at the roundabout (third exit as 
if by car) onto Ashley Road. Left at La Dolce Vita restaurant, then 
left again at the lights onto New Zealand Avenue, then ahead at 
junction by the car showroom on the right to reach Old Bridge End.

A few paces from Post 94, towards Walton, a pathway 
of crushed stone leaves the main path and descends 

into the woodland. The crushed stone path soon turns to the left: a 
muddy track appears to continue ahead.

Here, be careful. Although some maps indicate a path to the river 
(following the muddy track), do not be tempted: there is no safe way 
through. It is a bramble-clad and boggy disaster (and there speaks 
the voice of boot-engulfed, arm-and-leg-shredded experience).

Follow the crushed stone path, which descends and turns left again 
to lead you underneath the two bridge approaches, then turns right 
to parallel the upstream side of the new bridge. Do not turn left 
with the main path, but rather turn right in front of the concrete 
foundation of the new bridge, and cross back underneath the bridge 
approaches. Once out from under the old bridge, turn half-left to 
cross a fi eld and reach the riverside path downstream from the 
bridges.

There are public toilets — the last such adjacent to the route for 
many kilometres — at the riverside café upstream beyond the 
bridges.

Turn right to follow the riverside path downstream. Soon, you will 
reach the Walton marina: the path rises to cross the bridge over the 
marina entrance. Beyond the marina, residential Walton touches the 

26.2

The River Thames 
downstream from Walton 
marina on a still morning
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riverside, but mainly it is on a low bluff . Soon, 
you will reach the Anglers Inn, preceded by a 
signpost for the Swan Inn, which is up a road 
to the right.

If you turn right at the Swan, and follow Manor 
Road and Thames Street, you will reach the 
centre of Walton in about 550m.

Pass across the frontage of the Anglers Inn, 
and continue along the riverside path: you will 
probably see many people rowing (using oars, 
that is, not heated language — although, ...) 
on the river. You will pass the Walton Rowing 
Club as you go.

Just beyond the rowing club, the 
path bifurcates: take the left-hand 

path (marked on the ground by the acorn 
identifying the Thames Path as a National 
Trail). Trailing on the wooden fence which 
separates this path from the lane on the right, 
you may fi nd some hops growing, though not 
in the quantities that would be needed to turn 
the Anglers into a brewpub!

There is a glimpse of the tower of St Mary’s 
church, across the river in Lower Sunbury, seen 
behind the metalwork of Sunbury Weir as you 
pass along the river, just before you reach the 
Weir Inn.

Continue past the Weir Inn to reach a footbridge 
which leads onto Sunbury Lock Ait (island).

Post 95 is on the island, but is 
situated on the private land of the 

boat club. Beyond the bridge, on the right, the 
imposing bulk of the lock-keeper’s house rises 
up, and soon you will reach Sunbury Lock.

The current main lock was opened in 1927 by 
Lord Desborough, then chairman of the Thames 
Conservancy, but there has been a lock here 
since 1812. The fall of Sunbury Lock measures 
1.87m.

About 200m beyond the lock 
(measured from its upstream 

gate), the sharp-eyed walker will be able to pick 
out Post 96 across the river at the bott om of a 
litt le alleyway.

To reach and touch this post, the ardent Coal 
Tax Post completist would need to cross Walton 

26.4

26.3

Above: The Anglers Inn
Below: Sunbury Weir and
St Mary’s church tower

26.5
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Bridge and follow the roads to the alleyway, a distance of 3.8km 
(and, of course, 3.8km back again).

Continue downstream, passing fi rst an important fi ngerpost and 
then the waterworks wall, engraved with Metropolitan Water Board. 
A litt le beyond this, look out for Post 97: it is one of the squat, 
unpainted Type 1 concrete posts which are so easy to miss, and it is 
situated on the landward side of the riverside path.

At this point, you must turn and retrace your steps 
along the riverside path to head back upstream to the 

fi ngerpost passed earlier: it leads your 
way into a narrow path (which is of some 
antiquity — it appears on maps at least 
as far back as 1868). This path has the 
waterworks wall on the left, with solar 
panels in the disused reservoir tanks, and 
a caravan park on the right. At the far end, 
where Apps Court Farm is on the right, 
the path eases out onto Hurst Road.

Turn left into Hurst Road: the footpath 
is on the far side. However, just inside 
the gate of the waterworks complex, you 
will see a relocated post (Post 100b in the 
standard catalogue).

In its ‘beached’ state, this post looks much 
taller than other Type 2 posts, but this is 
due to the length of the legs which are 
usually underground (cf Post 49 on Oxhey 
Lane, met in section 16).

The waterworks complex was originally 
called the Chelsea Water Works,  the 
company of that name having moved 
their riverwater extraction from a site in 
Pimlico after it became illegal to draw 

Posts 96, left, and 97, right, 
to the east of Sunbury Lock

Fingerpost for path leading 
to Apps Court, Hurst Road26.6
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drinking water from the River Thames below the tidal limit at 
Teddington Lock. By 1875, the Molesey reservoirs had outstripped 
the original tanks; these (operated by the water companies for 
Chelsea and Lambeth) were incorporated into the Metropolitan 
Water Board in 1902. The Board operated a complex organisation 
of water extraction, purifi cation and discharge to meet the needs of 
London as it grew through the Victorian, Edwardian and Georgian 
eras.

The works are now in the hands of Thames Water, and although the 
original tanks have been superseded, it is still a live waterworks, as 
the riverside machinery opposite the MWB wall demonstrates.

Continue eastwards on Hurst Road, passing Post 98 
at the side of the road (on the opposite side from the 

footpath). On your right, you have the containing banks of the 
Knight and Bessborough reservoirs, the grass managed by a fl ock 
of sturdy well-nourished sheep.

Beyond the reservoir bank, take the fi rst road on the right, Weston 
Avenue. Walk its full length to Walton Road, where turn left. Turn 
right into Central Avenue to reach a parade of shops on the left. 
This ends the current section of the Coal Tax Circuit route.

Beyond the shops, on the crescent which surrounds an open area, 
is the terminus of the 411 bus, with services to Hampton Court and 
Kingston. This is the only bus service in the area which is operated 
for TfL, and which therefore accepts Oystercards.

Post 100b (left) in the 
waterworks entrance;
Post 98 (right)
on Hurst Road

26.8


