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CTC
28

Milbourne Lane
to

Star Inn, Malden Rushett

Start Claygate, Milbourne Lane at Swan Inn — KT10  9BS

Finish Malden Rushett , Star Inn — KT22  0DP

Distance 9.29km

Duration 2 hours 02 minutes

Ascent 104m

Access Buses at start and end of section..

Facilities Pubs at start and end of section.

28.1 Milbourne Lane at Swan Inn 0m

28.2 S on Arbrook Lane past car park; maintain bearing W of S to T-jct of paths; 
R to paved track, R to post 108.

1460m

28.3 Return on track; SSE to Arbrook Fm; R; bear L to rbt; L; cross A3 slip-roads; 
cross Copsem Lane to care home; L ; to post 109. 

830m

28.4 Ascend to post 110 at corner of Sandy Lane. 450m

28.5 Cross Copsem Lane, and return downhill to Queen’s Dr, where R; ahead on 
Stokesheath Rd N, across rly (posts 111 and 112).

950m

28.6 Down Stokesheath Rd S to Fairoak Lane; L for 800m to paths at Highgate 
Cott ages; L (N) on path into Great Oaks for 300m; L for 500m to post 113.

1930m

28.7 Return 500m then L for 450m to post 114. 790m

28.8 Return to Fairoak Lane. 600m

28.9 Follow The Avenue through Prince’s Coverts to gate in SE corner. 1950m

28.10 Exit to A243 Kingston Rd; L to post 115. 280m

28.11 Return to the jct at Star Inn bus stop. 60m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route 
begins on Milbourne Lane in Claygate, 

at Post 107, which is situated across the road from the 
Swan Inn.

This section follows woodland paths for much of the 
way after a walk along Arbrook Lane, though there 
is a tarmac interlude between the A3 and the Crown 
woodland on Fairoak Lane.

The bus stops here are served by the K3 service out of 
Kingston. There is no public transport which abuts the 
route until you reach the end of the section, so be sure 
that you are prepared.

The Swan Inn off ers food and drink during opening 
hours, and also has rooms for overnight stays.

Set off  southwards from the junction (with 
the pub on your left and the post on your 

right) along Arbrook Lane, passing a brick church on 
your right and a school on your left: eventually, the road 
will peter out into a car park on the edge of Arbrook 
Common.

Enter the car park, and take the broad track (a bridleway) ahead 
from the far end. Do not take the path to the left of the railings 
which bound the left-hand side of the car park.

Immediately after leaving the car park, the path ahead forks: you 
should take the broader, right-hand option. The way ahead is 
clear, with the direction to the west of south. After a few minutes’ 
walking, you will notice a small brook on your right for a short 
period of time: the path continues on its straight route — or at least, 
as straight as any natural route through the forest can be.

After almost 700m walking from the car park, the path meets a 
crossing path at a T-junction. Turn to the right here: you will see 
high-voltage power lines now parallel on your left. Continue until 

28.1

28.2

Post 107, seen from the end 
of Arbrook Lane

Left: the fork in the path on 
entry to Arbrook Common

Right: Post 108 beside the 
bridge on the hard track
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you reach a metalled track: turn right to cross a litt le 
bridge and reach Post 108 on your left. The bridge spans 
The Rythe, fi rst met on the southern edge of Litt leworth 
Common.

Re-cross the bridge and continue along the 
metalled track until you reach the gate of 

Arbrook Farm. Here, turn right to leave the track on a 
footpath through the woods. The constant roar of the 
traffi  c on the A3 is close by on your left: where a path 
trends in from the right, bear left to follow it out onto 
the pavement on the edge of a roundabout, with the A3 
overhead.

Turn left to keep the traffi  c on your right, now coming 
from behind you. Advance and cross the entry slip-road 
for the eastbound A3, walk under the main road, and 
cross the exit slip-road. Continue round the roundabout, 
and cross Copsem Lane, using the refuge. You will now 
come up against a retirement home.

Turn left to reach post 109 at the corner of the road called 
The Rythe (the brook of that name is behind the houses 
on the other side of Copsem Lane). The post leans at a 
rather ungainly angle.

At this point, it is tempting to see the 
woodland behind the home as a pleasant 

route to the end of Sandy Lane, but research failed to 
fi nd the path which leads away from the side of the A3, 
so from here, it is Hobson’s choice: continue along the 
right-hand pavement of Copsem Lane, climbing to the 
top of the rise in the company of the busy traffi  c (which 
is even busier if there is congestion on the M25 to the 
west).

At the top of the rise, Sandy Lane joins from the right, 
and post 110 may be found at the junction, rather more 
upright than its neighbour at the foot of the hill.

Cross Copsem Lane at the refuge, and 
turn left to descend. Part-way down, turn 

right into Queen’s Drive. You are entering the Crown 
Estate, with its notices which might seem just this side 
of minatory, but worry not: your route ahead is on a 
public bridleway. Closed-circuit cameras abound in 
this area.

Continue on Queen’s Drive until it swings right, and 
carry on ahead into Stokesheath Road North. The No Through 
Road signs do not apply to those on two or four feet. Walk along 
Stokesheath Road North, climbing to the summit, where the road 
is blocked to vehicular traffi  c, Cross the railway bridge, looking to 
your right for post 111, then entering Stokesheath Road South at 

Posts 109 (top) and 110, on 
Copsem Lane, respectively at 

The Rythe and Sandy Lane

28.3

28.5

28.4



28 – 4 Coal Tax Circuit © 2018-22 IG Liddell

the far side of the bridge. Post 112 is prominent on the right, 
but not quite as prominent as a pill-box on the left, which 
probably is not intended to be a deterrent to walkers.

Descend Stokesheath Road North (which still 
bristles with TV cameras) to reach its junction 

with Fairoak Lane.

The next 800m is on a par with the stretch after Bumble’s 
Green in Essex for scariness, and for the same reason. Cars 
run pell-mell along this road which contains no footway. 
Take it carefully.

Just before you reach Highgate Cott ages on the right, you 
should cross the road to enter the Crown’s Great Oaks estate, 
using a clear footpath (which is marked on some maps as The 
Avenue). Walk northwards on this footpath for 300m, where a 
path (Birchwood Lane) joins from the left. Turn left onto this 
path, and follow it for 500m to reach post 113 on your left.

At this point, turn round and retrace your steps 
to The Avenue, and turn left. Follow this path 

for 500m, not quite as far as the A3: post 114 may be found 
on your right.

Once again, turn round and retrace your steps, 
following The Avenue all the way back to 

Fairoak Lane.

Cross the road with care to reach a track (still 
called The Avenue) which leads southwards 

from the road.

You are now entering another of the Crown estates, Prince’s 
Coverts. That is how the land is named on maps, though the 
Crown Estate prefers Oxshott  Woods on local noticeboards.

28.6

Above left: the pill-box on Stokesheath Road North

Above right: post 112

Left: post 113

Bott om left: post 114

28.7

28.8
28.9
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The Prince in question was Leopold, later King Leopold I of the 
Belgians, who lived nearby at Claremont Park. Following his 
departure, his estates were purchased by the (British) Crown, and 
they have been managed as Crown land ever since.

If you search on the web for information and maps of Prince’s 
Coverts, you will probably still come across references to the need 
to purchase a key from the Crown Estates offi  ce in Windsor Great 
Park in order to gain access to the land. However, this arrangement 
is no longer necessary for walkers, who may traverse the designated 
paths through the Crown Estate freely and without hindrance.

The way ahead is broad and clear: after the fi rst straight stretch, 
the path crosses another, and begins to trend left. You will pass a 
pond on the left, after which the path trends to the right. The path 
eventually reaches a gate at the southern end of the Prince’s Coverts.

Press forward on a track to reach the A243, the road 
which links Kingston with Leatherhead. Turn left to 

reach post 115 outside the Star Inn.

Turn around (perhaps after a detour to the pub) and 
return along theA243 to the pair of bus stops called 

Star Inn.

This marks the end of the section.

The bus stop for the 465 service to Kingston (it is a TfL service, so 
Oystercards are valid) is immediately ahead.

The Star Inn may be deemed a suitable way to end the section, 
food and drink being served for lunch, dinner and throughout the 
afternoon. Food is “pub favourites plus”.

Left: the path through 
Prince’s Coverts

Right: Post 115
in front of the car park

of the Star Inn

28.10
28.11


