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CTC
29

Star Inn, Malden Rushett
to

Wells Road, Epsom

Start Malden Rushett , Star Inn — KT22  0DP

Finish Epsom, Dorking Road at Wells Road — 300m WSW of KT18  7JZ

Distance 6.43km

Duration 1 hour 24 minutes

Ascent 71.4m

Access Bus at start of section. Bus 400m ENE of end of section.

Facilities Pub at start of section. Shop 400m ENE of end of section.

29.1 Malden Rushett , Star Inn. 0m

29.2 S from inn; L; L at signboard; follow path inside edge of wood to post 116. 2380m

29.3 Ahead to post 117. 720m

29.4 L across fi eld; R at cross-paths; through mini-paddocks and in wood to 
pond; L to Christchurch Rd; L to post 118

1880m

29.5 Ahead to post 119 just before Glanmire Farm. 1450m

29.6 L through wood to Woodcock Corner (post 120).

29.7 Ahead (SSE) on clear path; pass pond on R; ahead (bw 38); L on fp 25; cross 
path beneath power lines; ahead to Woodlands Rd.

29.8 R (WSW) parallel to rly to bw 38; L over rly; ahead to Craddocks Ave; L/L on 
Epsom Road to post 122.

29.9 Ahead (Dorking Rd) to Wells Rd.
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This section of the Coal 
Tax Circuit route begins 

at the south end of Malden Rushett  
on the A245 at the Star Inn (post 115 
is in the inn’s car park).

This section follows paths through 
Ashtead and Epsom Commons, with 
a short stretch of road at the end of 
the section.

The bus stops here are served by 
the 465 service between Kingston 
and Dorking (every 30 minutes, but 
only hourly on Sundays). There is no 

other public transport on this section: there are buses about 400m 
distant from the end of the section, along Dorking Road.

The Star Inn off ers food and drink from noon daily. Food is “pub 
favourites plus”. There is a shop near the bus stop 400m distant 
from the end of the section, along Dorking Road.

From the Star Inn, cross to the other side of the main 
road and turn right. Just before reaching the bus stop 

(for Dorking-bound services or when arriving from Kingston), 
turn left onto the driveway of d’Abernon House to enter Ashtead 
Common at its prominent signboard: this point of entry to the 
Common is known as Epsom Gap.

Ashtead Common is managed by the Corporation of the City of 
London: it is one of several areas beyond the Square Mile which 
were purchased by the Corporation in the latt er part of the 
nineteenth century for the recreation of Londoners. Other such areas 
include Hampstead Heath, Epping Forest, Burnham Beeches, and 
a collection of commons in the south of the London conurbation, 
south of Croydon. 

At the signboard, turn left onto bridleway 29, and follow it as it stays 
just within the woodland of the Common. About 750m from the 
start of the section, you will come to post 116, shortly after passing 
a blasted tree on your left. The post is tucked away on the left, to the 
left of a stile which gives out onto the adjacent farmland. Indeed, it 

is much easier to see from the other direction.

Continue along bridleway 29 for 
a further 750m to reach post 117, 

on the left, next to a prominent bush. Here, 
bridleway 33 comes in from the right, and 
passes out onto the farmland which surrounds 
Rushett  Farm.

As you stand at the crossing-point of bridleway 
33, the far horizon behind the post is the high 
ground of Richmond Park.

29.1

29.2

The Epsom Gap entry into 
Ashtead Common

Left: Blasted tree on Ashtead 
Common

Right: Post 116 on the edge 
of Ashtead Common

29.3
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Follow the bridleway 
out of the Common and 

onto the farmland. There is a sinuous 
line of trees ahead in a slight dip, but 
before you reach the trees, you will 
come to a cross-path. Some of the 
fi ngerposts have been vandalised, 
but here you should turn to the right, 
crossing the fi eld towards a stile.

The path now runs through an area 
of mini-paddocks, with much use of 
tape to separate the areas, and with 
stiles. At the far end of the paddocks, 
a stile lets the path into woodland. 
Keep ahead on the clear path a stew 
pond on your right.

A stew pond kept fi sh for manors and monasteries during the 
Middle Ages, for those who observed meatless Fridays (and, in 
some monastic cases, other days as well) as a penance.

Turn left at the pond, and follow a path made up of crushed stone 
along the left-hand edge of an open area: this soon leads through a 
small car park (there is a bigger one just along to the right) and out 
onto Christchurch Road. Turn left along the road, passing post 118 
on the opposite verge. 

Just before you reach Glanmire Farm on the left, you 
will see a wooden footpath fi ngerpost pointing sharply 

left into the woodland. Part-hidden in the bushes here, you will also 
fi nd post 119.

Take the footpath into the woodland: it 
follows the line of the edge of the Common, 

but does not quite abut the edge. Cross a path  — this is 
the path by which you descended to the pond — and 
continue ahead to the next cross-path, where a stake 
announces that you are at Woodcock Corner.

Over to your right, in clearer sight than the previous 
two posts, stands post 120.

Post117, looking across 
towards Richmond Park

29.5
Below, from left:

posts 118, 119 and 120,
and the stew pond

on Epsom Common

29.4

29.6
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These three posts which stand close 
together indicate the diff erent levels of 
care and att ention for the posts.

Continue from Woodcock 
Corner, now heading off  in an 

approximation to a  south-south-easterly 
direction for almost 1.5km along a broad 
clear path. You will pass a pond on your 
right about half-way along this path.

Look out for the stakes which indicate the 
numbers of each of the rights of way which 
cross your path. You are on bridleway 38: 
at a stake on the left-hand side of your 
path, announcing the crossing of footpath 
25, turn off  the bridleway onto the 
footpath, which soon bends to the right.

Follow this path, crossing another one 
directly underneath power lines (there is a 
crab apple tree at the junction) to continue 
to the edge of the common at the end of a 
road, where a litt le stream called The Rye 
is crossed by a bridge.

Beyond the bridge, there is an area of grassland to the right, with 
the railway beyond. Beside stream and railway is the site of post 
121.

From the bridge, double back to follow the broad path 
parallel to the railway (which is now on your left), until 

you return to bridleway 38. Here, turn left to rejoin the bridleway 
and cross the railway by a level crossing.

Always look and listen for trains: if you see or hear one, no matt er 
how far away, or if you hear the tracks ‘singing’, stay (or retreat) 
behind the kissing gate.

Once across the tracks, continue ahead until the path runs out onto 
Craddocks Avenue.

From this point, if you follow Craddocks Avenue to Woodfi eld, 
and turn right, you will reach Ashtead station. Trains here connect 
Waterloo and Victoria in London with Guildford, Dorking and 
Horsham. The station, though, is fully 1.4km from this point on the 
route.

Just before reaching the station, there is an extensive choice of shops, 
but these would only really be useful if you are using Ashtead 
station at the beginning or end of a day’s walking.

Turn left onto Craddocks Avenue, then left onto Epsom Road. 
Continue on the left-hand pavement of Epsom Road until you reach 
post 122.

29.7

The broad path through 
Epsom Common

29.8
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The post is adjacent to the borough boundary 
sign: you will be walking from Mole Valley 
District into the Borough of Epsom and 
Ewell. The modern boundary is in the same 
place as that which formed the coal tax area 
in the 1860s: it is formed by The Rye, which 
dribbles under the road here.

From the boundary (where the 
road becomes Dorking Road), 

climb to the top of the hill to the junction of 
Wells Road, the end of this section.

If you continue ahead on Dorking Road for 
about 400m, you will come to the outermost 
TfL bus stops in Epsom; there is a shop 
nearby.

Post 122 on Epsom Road

29.9


