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CTC
30

Wells Road, Epsom
to

Tattenham Corner station

Start Epsom, Dorking Road at Wells Road — 300m WSW of KT18  7JZ

Finish Tatt enham Corner station — KT18  5QD

Distance 7.40km

Duration 1 hour 42 minutes

Ascent 134m

Access Bus 400m distant (ENE) from start of section, and 500m from start of section en 
route. Train at end of section.

Facilities Shop 400m distant (ENE) of start of section. Pub, shops and café at end of section.

30.1 Dorking Road at Wells Road 0m

30.2 SE opp Wells Rd: LH path ahead; head SE; L at road; R on Loop Rd; R on 
Wilmerbatch Lane; R on Pleasure Pit Lane to post 123 on L.

1690m

30.3 Ahead; L on Farm Lane; L on path to post 124 at Headley Rd. 1030m

30.4 R to junction with Langley Vale Rd; cross to post 125. 470m

30.5 L on refuge path; R at lights to Langley Bott om Fm; R; ahead to post 126. 1000m

30.6 L; climb onto Walton Downs for 600m; L (N) to post 127 on L. 800m

30.7 R through wood to open down; L for 140m, then L (N) to post 128. 570m

30.8 Ahead; R to racecourse crossing; cross; R parallel to rails to post 129 (L). 370m

30.9 Ahead to post 130 (R). 470m

30.10 Ahead to gap in rail; R to rd; R to post 132. 500m

30.11 Ahead; L on rd to shops; R to stn forecourt. 450m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route begins at 
the junction of Dorking Road and Wells Road, on the 

western edge of Epsom.

This section follows paths and streets to Langley Vale, then paths to 
and across Walton Downs and Epsom Downs, to fi nish at Tatt enham 
Corner station.

Important note: be sure to check the racing calendar for Epsom 
Downs: you should not consider walking this section on a race day. 
Apart from the hordes of racegoers, the crossings of the course will 
be closed. The Downs on a quiet day are too good to be missed, so 
leave well alone if there is racing at Epsom.

About 400m distant from the start of the walk, ENE along Dorking 
Road, there is a bus stop with TfL services from points east. There 
is a shop near the bus stop.

With your back to Wells Road, leave Dorking Road to 
the south-east on a path. Within the fi rst few paces, a 

path bears off  left: take this route. This path soon bears right to take 
up the south-easterly direction again: a useful check that you have 
chosen correctly will be that a patch of open land will soon be on 
your right.

The path leads through woodland, with buildings drifting closer 
on your left as you proceed. You reach a road at a bend; follow it to 
your left past a bus stop.

Buses serve Epsom from this stop, and other destinations towards 
Morden and Croydon.

Beyond the bus stop, bear right onto Loop 
Road, and almost immediately right again 
onto Wilmerbatch Lane. Walk the full length 
of this road: one wonders whether the house 
called Flintstones was named in homage to 
the lane, or vice versa).

At the garden centre with the Olive Tree 
restaurant, where Wilmerbatch Lane curls 
left to become Headley Road, cross ahead 
to enter Pleasure Pit Lane (the street-names 
here are certainly more inventive than in 
standard estates in, say, Tooting).

As Pleasure Pit Lane veers to the right, you 
will fi nd post 123 in the undergrowth on the 
left.

Continue along the lane, 
crossing a side-street on the 

left (where you might as well check off  
Cherry Orchard — ho, ho!). Ascend to reach 
a crossroads with a gate into Ashtead Park 
ahead. Here, turn left onto Farm Lane, 

30.1

30.2

Pleasure Pit Lane at the 
Cherry Orchard, with 
distant Royal Mail van

30.3
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following its left-hand pavement as 
far as Paul’s Piece (a street on your 
left). Continue ahead, without the 
benefi t of footway.

All the way along Farm Lane, the 
land on your right is part of the 
City of London Freemen’s School, 
and you may well hear the sounds 
of the school: in particular, the 
sub-simian grunts and chants of 
school sport often emanate from the 
playing-fi elds behind the hedge.

Turn left down an enclosed path (if 
you reach a road going off  to the 
right, you have overshot), and follow this path down, and then up; 
as it bends to the right, post 124 may be found tucked in on your 
left-hand side.

Rise up across a small open area by a bus stop to reach 
Headley Road. Turn right along Headley Road to its 

end at the junction of Langley Vale Road: ahead, post 125 is in the 
hedge by the verge.

Take a gap in the hedge just to the left of the post and 
turn left: this refuge path will give you a much more 

comfortable descent than using the footway-free road.

Pass a lonely pole with a push-butt on for a road crossing (the butt on 
is high enough for someone to operate it while on horseback), then 
fi nd a gap in the hedge on your right (at an old sign). This leads you 
out onto a path which descends diagonally to the left of a cluster of 
farm buildings, Langley Bott om Farm.

It is worth noting that the farm is named Langley Vale Farm on some 
maps.

Posts 124 (left) and 125 
(right), on Headley Road 

and Langley Vale Road

Posts 126 (left) on the path 
in Langley Bott om, and 

127 (right), on the edge of 
Langley Vale housing estate
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Turn right at the bott om to pass 
through the farmyard and out along 
the valley-fl oor path. After about 
250m, you will come to post 126 on 
the right-hand side of the path.

You will have noticed the frequency 
of posts increasing in this area: 
there must have been assiduous 
functionaries in what passed for 
local government here in the 1860s. 
In some places, two posts were 
erected close to each other, one by 
each of the abutt ing authorities, 

but the stretch from here to Colley Hill seems like overkill, given 
the tsunami of posts. Why was everyone so paranoid about tax 
collection just here?

Shortly after passing the post, a clear path leads up to 
the left: take it, and climb onto Walton Downs, past the 

gallops which are used for training. The path climbs up to an area 
of woodland called The Warren and, bearing slightly right, follows 
a path just inside the woodland. At a point where the guard-rails 
come up against the path on your right, turn left (just east of north) 
to reach post 127 on the right: the houses of the Langley Vale estate 
lie just to the left.

Walton Downs gallops:
turn north here

Below: the grandstand seen 
across Epsom Downs

Bott om left: post 129

Bott om right: the Derby 
course near post 129
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Turn right at the post, and follow a path through the 
woodland to emerge onto the open down. After only 

140m, turn left again to plunge once more into the woodland: post 
128 will be found on your right.

Soon after, you should turn right on a cross-path just 
inside the woodland. This soon leads you back onto 

the path at the side of the woodland, with the gleaming guard-rails 
of the Derby course on your left, and the grandstand beyond.

The panorama beyond is impressive, stretching from Bracknell 
Forest to the hills fringing London to the north. Those with 
particularly sharp eyes will pick out the arch of Wembley Stadium, 
just in front of the farthest horizon  — pan your eyes to the right of 
the grandstand, and in good visibility, you should see the gleaming 
parabola.

Go through the gap in the guard-rail and cross the course, then turn 
right to keep the course on your right. After 70m, you will see post 
129 on the left.

Continue next to the guard-rail on the inside of the 
curve of the course, passing a car park on your left. 

About 500m beyond post 129, you will come to post 130, beside the 
guard-rail. Look across the course, and you will see post 131 (in a 
much bett er condition) on a small mound.

Unfortunately, we must break sequence here: there is no way to 
reach post 131 without crossing the course, and the only way to do 
that is to descend to the three-furlong marker, cross to the road, 
passing post 132 in the process.

Continue, then, to that gap in the guard-rail, and 
cross the course. To the left, you are looking down 

the home straight. Cross the road at the kiosk, and turn right. Post 
132 may be found at the corner of the pub garden, facing the road.

Follow the road round to the right: beyond the 
guard-rails on the left, turn left off  Tatt enham 

Corner Road. Pass a petrol station on your left to reach the centre 
of Tatt enham Corner (the street is 
known, rather grandiosely, as Great 
Tatt enhams. 

There are shops of all descriptions 
here, plus cafés and restaurants.

Cross the road and turn right to 
reach the forecourt of Tatt enham 
Corner railway station.

This point marks the end of this 
section.

Tatt enham Corner is at the end of 
a branch line from Croydon: there 

Post 132 at the corner of 
the garden of the pub at 

Tatt enham Corner
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are two trains per hour. All services run to East Croydon, stopping 
at all stations; most continue to London Bridge, but some evening 
services run through to Victoria instead.


