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CTC
34

Netherne Drive, Hooley
to

Whyteleafe station

Start Hooley, Netherne Drive — 100m NNE of CR5  3EB

Finish Whyteleafe station — CR3  0AD

Distance 8.86km

Duration 2 hours 05 minutes

Ascent 185m

Access Bus at start of section. Train and bus at end of section. Bus at Coulsdon Common 
en route.

Facilities Pub, shops and café at end of section. Pubs at Coulsdon Common and Kenley en 
route.

34.1 Netherne Drive at A23 0m

34.2 E on Netherne Dr; L at T-jct on track; R/L to contour; rise; bend R to rd; R; L 
on track; L/R past signboard to R side of fi eld; ascend L; R to car park.

1890m

34.3 R on road for 400m; path to L of post 166. 420m

34.4 R at crosspath to open land; SE; descend L through wood to complex path 
jct; ahead; R to and through wood; bear L with sports gd on R to pub.

1940m

34.5 Ahead; R (hedge on L); at end of houses, half-L through wood to post 167. 410m

34.6 Cross Coulsdon Rd; ahead to Stiles Hill Rd at post 168. 360m

34.7 L on lower fp; before houses, ascend R; L across fi eld to Hayes Lane; L; R to 
airfi eld at meml; L on perimeter rd for 200m; L through gap in hedge; ahead 
(SW) on lane; R to bldgs; bear R; L to far N corner of fi eld; R to pub.

1870m

34.8 Ahead to Hayes Lane; L; R on Golf Rd; ahead to end of runway; R of copse; 
descend L to Hilltop Rd; R to Hornchurch Hill; R on Whyteleafe Hill.

1870m

34.9 Ahead to stn. 100m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit 
route begins on the busy A23 at 

Netherne Drive.

This section is mainly on paths with short 
linking street phases: it is quite hilly.

The 465 bus, running between Redhill and 
Croydon, serves the start of this section. There 
are no shops on this section.

The name Netherne in the landscape of this area 
is linked with the former Netherne Hospital. It 
was built at the turn of the twentieth century 
because of the overcrowding at the existing 
Surrey County Asylum at Brookwood, near 
Woking in the west of the county. It was a 
pioneer hospital in mental health, and in the 
1940s in psychosurgery, bringing favourable 
remarks from Eleanor Roosevelt, who visited. 
At its peak, the hospital contained almost 2000 

patients, but increasing use of community care reduced the patient 
population, which stood at only 150 when the hospital fi nally closed 
in 1994.

The site was redeveloped for housing a century after the building 
of the original hospital: the architectural nullity of the current site 
infl uenced the decision to devise this route so as to by-pass the new 
‘village’ of Netherne-on-the-Hill in favour of passing the City of 
London’s Happy Valley car park and public conveniences.

Turn your back on the roar of the A23 and walk up 
Netherne Drive, crossing the two railway lines. Where 

the road swings to the right, take a track to the left: this is known 
(without apparent irony, and despite the outward appearance) 
as Prett y Lane. It rises to a rather forbidding gate, but before you 
reach the gate, there is a footpath which goes off  on the right. Take 
this path, which soon swings to the left. Another path goes off  to 
the right, climbing: ignore this, but continue to contour  (just east 
of a northerly bearing) on the clear path. Incessant barking soon 
heralds the fact that there are kennels in the buildings down to 

the left: pass by the kennels and 
move into a gently climbing, gently 
rightwards-bending trajectory, until 
the path emerges on a road at an 
equestrian facility.

Turn right along the road for 
30m, then left to pass amongst the 
buildings of Woodplace Farm. 
You will need to take a quick 
left-and-right zigzag to gain a 
litt le lane which passes the farm’s 

34.1

34.2

Prett y Lane, east of the A23: 
the route turns right before 
reaching the gate

Looking across the line of the 
route E of Woodplace Farm, 
as it drops and climbs (R-L), 
before crossing Farthing 
Downs (L-R)
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eastmost buildings: this soon leads 
to the top of a hill. In the fi eld on the 
left is a City of London signboard: 
cross into the fi eld, and turn right to 
descend its right-hand side. Leave 
the fi eld at the bott om through a 
gap in the hedge on your right, and 
turn left (onto an east-north-easterly 
bearing) to follow a path which 
drops, then climbs up onto Farthing 
Downs. Once on the open downland, 
bear off  right, still climbing, to reach a car park: over on the right is 
a block of public conveniences. This is the Corporation of the City 
of London’s honeypot site for Happy Valley, which lies to the east.

The City of London manages several commons in this part of 
London’s southern edge, purchased in the late nineteenth century 
for the leisure benefi t of all. The familiar black signboards set out 
the by-laws and delineate the areas for public leisure.

The road here forms part of the Avenue Verte, a cycling route between 
London and Paris.

Continue ahead on the road, passing to the left of the 
toilets. After a litt le over 400m, you will spot post 166 

on the left.

Take a path to the left of the post, into the woods. Soon, 
a clear path crosses: 

take this path to the right, rising to 
reach the edge of a fi eld. Follow a 
faint path across the fi eld to reach 
a crossing footpath: take this path 
to the left to descend through Figgs 
Wood and come out at the lip of 
Happy Valley.

There are lots of paths visible from 
this point: take the one which bears 
slightly left to a crossing-point in 
the valley. From that point, continue 
ahead to take a path which climbs 
a bank to the right to reach a wood 
beside a bench at the top. Continue 
through the wood to emerge farther 
up the valley on its northern lip.

Here, the route follows that of the 
London Loop, and its signposts 
make navigation that much easier. 
The route swings left to border a fi eld 
on the right, the far end of which is 
used as sports pitches.

Happy Valley car park, 
looking north to London

34.3
Posts 166 (below) and 167 

(bott om) in the landscape34.4
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The Fox Inn on your right off ers food and drink during 
normal hours.

Continue ahead from the pub, making for 
the left-hand corner of some houses. Turn 

right here, not into the street but along the other side of 
the hedge from the street. At the far end of the houses, 
bear half-left on a path which crosses some woodland. 
At the end of the woodland, turn left to reach Coulsdon 
Road, with post 167 on the other side.

The 466 bus (travelling right-to-left) off ers a regular 
service to Purley and Croydon from this point.

Cross Coulsdon Road, and take a tarmac 
path along the right-hand edge of 

Coulsdon Common. This soon descends to reach Stiles 
Hill Road, where post 168 is situated.

Cross the road, and take the lower of 
two fi ngerposted footpaths to the left: 

this descends gradually from Stiles Hill Road, leading 
towards Caterham Drive. Just before you reach the 
houses, turn right to climb on a footpath. Once you 
reach the top of the housing estate on the left, take a 
northerly bearing (half-left) to follow a path into and 
across a large fi eld, making for a bank on the far side, 

with a road at the top of the bank.

The road is Hayes Lane: turn left along its right-hand pavement until 
you reach an entry (on the right) onto Kenley airfi eld, signposted to 
the Memorial.

This is the former RAF Kenley, a key airfi eld during the Batt le of 
Britain, and was the home pitch of Gp-Capt Sir Douglas Bader, 
whose exploits were translated onto the silver screen in 1956 as 

Reach for the Sky, with Kenneth More playing the 
part of Bader.

Turn left onto the perimeter road of the airfi eld, 
now used by gliders: the memorial is off  to your 
left. Follow the perimeter road for about 200m, 
then go to the left to pass through a gap in the 
hedge onto Hayes Lane.

A short-cut route is possible by continuing on the 
perimeter track to the runway at the NNE corner 
of the airfi eld, going to the end of the runway, and 
turning right at the south side of Kenley Common.

Cross Hayes Lane and continue down Waterhouse 
Lane. Take a path to the right, once again following 
the signs for the London Loop. The path leads to 
the right of a domed building, and crosses a fi eld. 
A waymark suggests passing to the right of a tree 

Post 168 on the edge of 
Coulsdon Common

34.5

The pleasures of the 
Watt enden Arms

34.6

34.7
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(which stands at a former fi eld boundary): 
here, bear to the left of a tree to pick up 
a pathto the far right-hand corner, beside 
a house. Exit the fi eld onto Old Lodge 
Lane and turn right. Continue past an 
out-of-place 1960s housing block on the 
left to the Watt enden Arms (on your right).

The Watt enden Arms sells drinks and 
home-cooked food during its opening 
hours.

Continue on Old Lodge Lane 
round its bends to come out 

onto Hayes Lane (again). Turn left on 
Hayes Lane, then right onto Golf Road. 
After the last of the houses on Golf Road, 
the London Loop heads off  diagonally 
across the fi eld on the left: the Coal Tax 
Circuit route keeps ahead to reach the end 
of Kenley airfi eld’s longest runway at its 
north-north-easterly end.

Here, the short-cut via the airfi eld rejoins 
the main route.

Once past the end of the runway, the path diverges. Take the path 
which passes to the right of the corner of a copse, than take another 
which descends to the left through woodland and across fi elds, 
reaching Hilltop Road down a fl ight of steps.

Turn right and follow Hilltop Road round to the left and down 
to Hornchurch Hill, where turn right to follow the street out to 
Whyteleafe Hill.

Turn left down the hill, passing post 169 on the way, to 
reach the station car park on the left-hand side of the 
road.

The Caterham Valley railway line has regular services 
to London: trains for the capital leave from the platform 
adjacent to the station car park (platform 1).

Note also that, across the tracks and up to the right (take 
the ‘no-entry’ St Luke’s Road), there is a bus stop for 
buses towards Croydon, and also Upper Warlingham 
station, for further rail services to London on the East 
Grinstead line.

The route continues across the level crossing, but this 
marks the end of the current section of the Coal Tax 
Circuit route.

The approach to Whyteleafe, 
looking over to the houses 

and ridge on the far side of 
the Caterham Valley

Post 169, Whyteleafe Hill

34.8


