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CTC
35

Whyteleafe station
to

Warlingham bus terminus

Start Whyteleafe station — CR3  0AD

Finish Warlingham bus terminus — CR6  9DY

Distance 5.25km

Duration 1 hour 20 minutes

Ascent 172m

Access Train and bus at start of section. Bus at end of section.

Facilities Pub, shops and café at start of section. Shop and café at end of section.

35.1 Whyteleafe station 0m

35.2 Up St Luke’s Rd; R on Godstone Rd to posts 170 and 171. 580m

35.3 Ahead; L on Well farm Rd to post 172. 460m

35.4 Return to Godstone Rd; L through rbt to Woldingham Rd, under viaduct, 
and past Stuart Rd (post 174).

1480m

35.5 L on Bug Hill for 200m; R/L up L edge of golf course; ascend above course to 
rd; L to Halliloo Cott age (post 175).

1160m

35.6 Retrace steps uphill and down path; L to descend; L to ascend Plantation 
Lane; L at end; bear L over common to bus stop (post 176).

1530m

35.7 R to rbt. 20m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit 
route begins at Whyteleafe station, 

on the Caterham Valley line.

The fi rst half of this section is on tarmac, while the 
second half is on hilly paths.

The Caterham Valley railway line has regular 
services from London: many of those from 
London Bridge divide at Purley, with the front 
half (normally) serving the Caterham Valley (and 
the rear half the Chipstead Valley). Trains from 
the capital arrive at platform 2, on the same side 
of the tracks as St Luke’s Road.

Note also that buses from Croydon and Purley 
serve Godstone Road, with a stop at the top of 
St Luke’s Road, and that Upper Warlingham 
station, on the Oxted and East Grinstead line, 
is close by at this point, and may be a useful 

alternative to Whyteleafe station.

The origin of the place-name Whyteleafe refers back to the white 
underside of the leaf of the whitebeam tree, which is common in 
the area. The name White Leaf fi rst referred to a fi eld, and then to an 
adjoining house. In Victorian times, the name was transferred to the 
cluster of houses which had grown up, and (perhaps with an eye 
on the marketing of the area as commuterland), the spelling was 
changed to the cod-historic Whyteleafe.

From the east side of the level crossing at the station, 
go through the ‘no-entry’ end of St Luke’s Road, and 

climb to Godstone Road, the A22.

Of course, if you need to make use of the facilities of central 
Whyteleafe, you may advance to the roundabout and turn right 
onto Godstone Road.

At the top of St Luke’s Road, turn right onto Godstone Road. Across 
the road (and off  to the left) is the bus stop on the 407 route from 
Croydon and Purley; ahead, the road comes down from Upper 
Warlingham station.

Continue along the right-hand pavement of Godstone Road, passing 
post 171 on the way. Behind the house in front of which this post 
stands, at the bott om of its garden, stands post 170: it is a standard 
railside obelisk. It is visible from a passing train.

Beyond post 171 on the right lies Whyteleafe South 
station: there is a pedestrian crossing just beyond the 

road to the station, and you should use it to cross to the left-hand 
pavement of Godstone Road.

Continue past the budget hotel to Well Farm Road. You may turn 
up onto this street to see whether you can fi nd post 173, which is 
said to be in the bushes on the left, just before the railway

35.1

35.2

Post 171 on
Godstone Road

35.3
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Return to continue your southbound 
progress on the left-hand pavement of 

Godstone Road, as far as a roundabout, heralded by the 
Ann Summers factory.

Follow the footpath as it dips beneath the roundabout 
and out onto the other side, where turn left to rise onto 
the right-hand pavement of Woldingham Road.

Follow Woldingham Road to the viaduct (where cross 
to the left-hand pavement); pass beneath the railway 
and proceed to the end of Stuart Road, where post 174 
stands.

Continue along Woldingham Road to the 
next junction, where turn left onto Bug 

Hill. Go beyond the houses on the left, then look out for 
a narrow gap in the right-hand hedge.

Go into the gap, and take one look at the signposted 
footpath, which is impassably overgrown. Here, the 
local golf club have permitt ed walkers to use the edge 
of the course (as long as they do not interfere with play).

Go through the rest of the gap, and bear left to follow 
the very edge of the course. Climb steadily until the 
path leaves the fringe of the course to take a higher 
route through rough grass.

Another path joins from the right, and the combined path now 
enters woodland, and continues to climb. By the time you reach 
the junction with a path which descends to the right, you will have 
climbed 50m from the gap in the roadside hedge.

Do not turn down that path (yet), but continue to climb until you 
come out onto a road. This is the top of Bug Hill. Turn left to descend 
Bug Hill to Halliloo Cott age on the left. Beside the cott age, you will 
see post 175.

Post 174, on Woldingham 
Road at Stuart Road

35.5

Woldingham golf course in 
the Halliloo Valley

35.4
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At this point, you might be asking whether 
the direct route up Bug Hill would have been 
bett er. The answer is in the negative on two 
counts — fi rstly, you would have missed 
these glorious valley views on the way up 
the side of the golf course, and secondly, 
the narrow, twisting and steep litt le lane is 
inherently dangerous for walkers. The extra 
climbing involved in the current route is far 
less ominous than the alternative.

Turn back up the hill from 
Halliloo Cott age to regain the 

top of the footpath coming up from the golf 
course.

Turn right, back down that footpath to the 
junction of paths. This time, you may take the path (now on the 
left) which descends to the bott om of the woodland. At the foot of 
the hill, turn left onto a clear path which begins by climbing, but 
evens out to contour along the side of the valley. It turns into a 
long straight lane trough the trees, and has been given the name of 
Plantation Lane.

At the end of Plantation Lane, turn left onto High Lane, and follow it 
out towards Limpsfi eld Road. On a right-hand bend, however, break 
away to the left across some common land towards a roundabout 

Post 175 on Bug Hill 
outside Halliloo Cott age

35.6

Left: Plantation Lane

Right: post 176,
beside Warlingham
bus terminus
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which is backed by a large red-brick supermarket. Beyond the 
roundabout on the far side of Limpsfi eld Road is post 176.

Turn right at the bus stop next to the post to reach the 
roundabout.

This point marks the end of  the section.

The 403 bus for Sanderstead and Croydon leaves from this stop.

In addition to the supermarket at the bus terminus, there is a café 
on the east side of the roundabout.

35.7


