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CTC
36

Warlingham bus terminus
to

New Addington

Start Warlingham bus terminus — CR6  9DY

Finish New Addington, King Henry’s Drive at Meridian High School — CR0  0AJ

Distance 7.01km

Duration 1 hour 31 minutes

Ascent 76.4m

Access Bus at start of section. Bus at end of section.

Facilities Shop and café at start of section. Convenience shop and pub at Chelsham en 
route.

36.1 Warlingham bus terminus 0m

36.2 Chelsham Rd to Sunny Bank (post 177) 120m

36.3 R to Rogers Lane; L to Chelsham Rd; R to Chelsham Common (post 178). 1240m

36.4 L on Harrow Rd to Harrow Inn and post 179. 840m

36.5 E on fp behind houses to Daniels Lane (post 180). 350m

36.6 Ahead to Greatpark; L to Farleigh Ct; R on rd; L to Litt le Farleigh Green; R 
on path, bearing L to post 181.

1900m

36.7 Retrace to path jct; N to pick up old lane to Featherbed Lane. 1170m

36.8 Path opp; R; ascend L; R to Fairchildes Avenue; ahead to King Henry’s Drive. 1310m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route 
begins at Warlingham bus terminus on 

Limpsfi eld Road.

This section alternates country roads and footpaths, 
including some very old tracks.

The 403 bus from Sanderstead and Croydon sets down at 
this stop (and its return journey starts here).

In addition to the supermarket at the bus terminus, there 
is a café on the east side of the roundabout.

Walk to the roundabout and turn left onto 
Chelsham Road. At the next junction, you 

will see post 177 on the left, at the end of Sunny Bank.

Turn right to follow a path which leads back to 
the main road not far east of the supermarket 

roundabout. Turn left onto Rogers Lane. Pass the back of 
a cemetery on your left, and emerge onto Chelsham Road. 
Turn right to reach Chelsham Common, and keep on the 
left-hand pavement with the common on your right to 
reach a crossroads.

If you look ahead, you will see a traffi  c squeeze: the 
housing development which lies beyond the squeeze 

has been named Greatpark, but the preparatory school’s name of 
Warlingham Park has more history. Both are on the site of what was, 
until 1999, a major psychiatric hospital. It was opened in 1903 as 
the Croydon Mental Hospital, later taking the name of Warlingham 
Park Hospital.

Today, only the tall water tower (with working clock faces, 
though not on the north side, which only faces the cemetery — the 
inhabitants resting there do not need to know the time) remains 

36.1

36.2

Post 177, at the junction of 
Sunny Bank and Chelsham 
Road, Warlingham

Post 178, on
Chelsham Common

36.3
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of the hospital buildings, though a 
small cemetery shown on the map 
on the north side of the hospital 
still exists. It, however, is padlocked 
and is out of bounds — echoes of 
the treatment once meted out to the 
patients, perhaps?

Parts of the hospital estate have now 
been colonised by large houses in a 
(largely random) mixture of styles, 
all of them twenty-fi rst-century 
pastiche.

Turn left at the 
crossroads to follow 

Harrow Road, using its right-hand 
pavement, and walk its full length. 
Don’t be afraid, the ‘full length’ 
does not take you across London to 
Harrow, just to the Harrow Inn.

Part-way along on the right, there is 
a small convenience shop which can 
sell any emergency victuals.

The pub opens at noon daily, and 
there is a standard chain-pub menu, 
including lunchtime sandwiches 
(but not on Sundays, when the steamroller Sunday Roast reigns 
supreme).

At the junction, turn right for a few metres: you will see post 179 on 
the other side of the road.

Retrace your steps to the junction, and take 
a footpath on your left: it starts out along 

the backs of the houses on Harrow Road, and reaches 
post 180 on your left, at the end of Daniels Lane.

Continue ahead to reach a major footpath 
junction with a fi eld on the right.  This is on 

the edge of the Greatpark estate.Here, do not take the 
path sharp left into a fi eld, but take the next left, where 
the path runs along the inside edge of a wood, going 
roughly northwards. After leaving the tree behind, the 
path runs between fi elds to reach a tarmac area.

On your right stands a stark and simple litt le church — 
St Mary’s, Farleigh Court. Almost certainly on the site 
of a pre-Conquest church, this building can be traced 
back as far as 1083.

Go past the church, and follow its access road out to a 
junction. Turn right along Farleigh Court Road. After 

Top: Harrow Inn
Above: post 179
Below: post 180
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about 700m along this narrow lane, take 
the road which branches off  to the left 

to run along the frontages of the houses at Litt le Farleigh Court. 
Continue along this road until you have passed beneath power 
lines, and have reached, on your left, a windowless single-storey 
building with a tiled roof.

Here, follow the path across the grass as indicated by the fi ngerpost 
at right angles to the road. The path trends to the left until it sett les 
on a generally easterly bearing. Walk out to the end of the bosky 
area, and you will see post 181 at the edge of a fi eld.

Retrace your steps for a few paces, and pick up a path 
which goes off  to the right (northwards). This path 

stays relatively close to the fi eld on your right, and joins a bigger 
path which sweeps in from the left. This now leads out of the north 
end of the wooded area, and passes, hedged, between two fi elds.

This must be a path of signifi cant antiquity. The old path enters 
some woodland, and descends gradually to the end of a lane, where 
there are yards for the usual secondary activities, as found at the 
end of so many built-up areas. Follow the lane down to meet the 
road.

Cross Featherbed Lane, and follow the footpath 
opposite into some woodland. Climb to reach the 

left-hand edge of some open land: climb, and go to your right to 
follow the top edge of the open land. This path leads through some 
woodland at the far end to come out onto Fairchildes Avenue, at the 
southern edge of New Addington, which is itself a community on 
the edge of Croydon.

Above left: St Mary’s 
church, Farleigh Court

Above right: post 181
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Follow Fairchildes Avenue to its end on King Henry’s Drive: the 
Meridian High School takes the right-hand side of the road to and 
round the corner.

This marks the end of this section.

Along King Henry’s Drive to the left, you will fi nd a bus stop on 
the left: from here, the 464 bus will take you to the New Addington 
tram terminus (for Croydon). These buses run every half-hour, 
and only every hour on Sundays, so you should keep in mind the 
alternative of walking to the second bus stop on the right (which is 
just beyond Homestead Way) for one of the more frequent buses on 
the 64 service, either to New Addington or onwards all the way to 
Croydon.


