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CTC
37

New Addington
to

Leaves Green

Start New Addington, King Henry’s Drive at Meridian High School — CR0  0AJ

Finish Leaves Green, King’s Arms — BR2  6DN

Distance 2.96km

Duration 42 minutes

Ascent 70m

Access Buses at start and end of section.

Facilities Pub at end of section.

37.1 Meridian High School. 0m

37.2 SE on King Henry’s Drive to post 183. 210m

37.3 Ahead to Skid Hill Lane; R for 110m to post 184. 300m

37.4 Retrace steps to jct; R (Sheepbarn Lane) to post 185. 210m

37.5 Ahead to Higham’s Hill. 410m

37.6 L to cott ages; descend R; L; ascend R; at waymarks near top, L to lane; R, 
to Ashmore Lane; ahead where main route branches L;  ahead where main 
track branches R; out to rd at pub.

1830m
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This section of the Coal Tax Circuit route 
begins at Meridian High School, at the 

junction of Fairchildes Avenue and King Henry’s Drive, 
on the south-eastern edge of New Addington.

This section starts with roads, but ends with a signifi cant 
drop and rise on fi eld footpaths.

From New Addington tram terminus (services from 
Croydon), the 464 bus towards Tatsfi eld will drop you 
at the start of the section, at the bus stop named Meridian 
High School. However, this bus only runs every 30 
minutes (and only hourly on Sundays), so the 64 service, 
also from the tram terminus or from central Croydon, 
may also be of interest. On the 64, you will need the bus 
stop named Homestead Way (on King Henry’s Drive, not 
on Homestead Way itself): walk back past the end of 
Homestead Way to reach the start of the section.

From the junction, walk along King 
Henry’s Drive to the south-east: at the 

end of the school property on your right, you will see 
a broad walkway bounded by high hedges and trees: 
this is a Roman road which ran from Lewes to London 
(Peckham, actually).

There seems to be no name for this Roman road other 
than “London to Lewes”, so I have bestowed upon it 
the unoffi  cial title of Via Croydonica.

Beyond the crossing of Via Croydonica (the trace is less 
followable on the other side of King Henry’s Drive), 
it is a short distance to post 183, up against a modern 
borough boundary sign.

Continue along the road to a crossroads: 
here, turn right along Skid Hill Lane for 

about 110m, at which point, you will come upon post 
184, on the right-hand side of the road.

Turn around at the post, and retrace your 
steps back to the junction. Here, turn right 
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Above: Via Croydonica
Below left: Post 183
Below right: post 184

37.3
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onto the continuation of King Henry’s Drive, now called 
Sheepbarn Lane. After about 100m, you will come upon 
post 185 by the side of the road on your left.

Continue past the post to the top of the 
next rise, where Sheepbarn Lane cedes its 

name to Jewels Hill.

Here, a road goes off  left to Higham’s Hill 
Farm: take the road, but immediately take 

a bridleway which parallels it on its right. There is a fi ne 
view to the right across a valley.

The bridleway reaches a house, but just before you reach 
the house, turn right downhill on an enclosed lane. At 
the foot of the lane, turn left along the valley fl oor, then 
right across a stile.

From here, bear left, diagonally across a small fi eld, to 
an old stile. Cross it with care: the footings are all but 
missing, and there is a prickly bush growing through 
the stile where your inside leg should be.

Once over the stile, there is a stiff  pull up to a triangular mini-copse, 
where a waymark points you to the left. A few paces farther on, that 
path reaches a lane, where you turn right along the second side of 
the triangle. You soon come to another diffi  cult stile: there is a path 
to here along the third side of the triangle, but it is not worth the 
candle.

Bear right to follow a narrow pathway to the right of the frontage 
of a house: this leads out onto Ashmore Lane. Where the tarmac 
veers to the left, carry on straight ahead on a stonier track. When, in 
sight of the main road ahead, this track slants right, carry straight 
on ahead to come out onto Main Road (the A233) in Leaves Green, 
opposite the King’s Arms.

Turn left along Main Road to a bus stop.

This is the endpoint of the section.

From here, there is a regular service 
to Bromley on the 320 route, and a 
less frequent service to Bromley via 
Hayes on the 246 route.

Post 185

Diffi  cult stile before the 
climb to Leaves Green
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