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CTC
41

Chelsfi eld village
to

Swanley station

Start Chelsfi eld village — BR6  7RL

Finish Swanley, St Mary’s Road at Southern Place — BR8  7BY

Distance 8.03km

Duration 1 hour 44 minutes

Ascent 84m

Access Train at end of section.

Facilities Pub at start of section. Kiosk at end of section. Shop at Crockenhill en route.

41.1 Village Hall, Chelsfi eld 0m

41.2 E to Buck’s Cross Rd. 300m

41.3 Ahead; L on path; R onto a fi eld; bear L (ENE) across fi eld; R on headland; 
L along side of wood; R through corner of wood; R/L along sides of fi eld; R 
through gap and along path to lane, where L to come out onto rd.

1960m

41.4 L/R onto Daltons Rd for almost 1km to post 201 (Gables). 960m

41.5 Ahead to fp L; after 60m, through gate; fence on L round R and L bends; R 
to follow L edge of fi eld to fm; continue to lane; R to Tylers Green Rd.

1560m

41.6 L to end of rd; L on Cray Rd to post 202. 500m

41.7 Ahead to bdy sign; R through gap; R on path; R at cott ages to post 203. 1080m

41.8 Pass sch; L onto green; L, then L on Green Court Rd to post 204. 630m

41.9 Ahead to post 205. 230m

41.10 Ahead on path to rly. 280m

41.11 R beside rly under by-pass; L across rly; Southern Close to St Mary’s Rd. 530m
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This section of the Coal 
Tax Circuit route begins 

at the village hall in Chelsfi eld 
(which lies at some distance from the 
railway station of that name).

This section is mainly on footpaths 
and bridleways, with short stretches 
of tarmac, and ends up on made 
paths alongside the railway at 
Swanley station.

From the junction at 
the village hall, start 

off  eastwards on Buck’s Cross Road 
(that is, away from the village centre). Pass the hospital on your left, 
then cross the end of Maypole Road on your right to follow the back 
walls of buildings at Buck’s Cross Farm on your right.

About 250m beyond the Maypole Road junction, turn 
left onto a footpath (just before you would reach a 

school).

The path runs between lines of trees, with a fi eld on the left and 
the school grounds on the right. After 400m, the path bends round 
to the right, still enclosed by trees, and reaches the edge of a large 
fi eld — it’s an arable fi eld, so you may fi nd yourself trudging over 
soil. Bear slightly left, heading east-north-east, dipping and rising 
to the far headland.

Turn to your right and follow the headland as far as the corner of 
Doctor’s Wood. Turn left here, and follow the right-hand edge of 
the fi eld, with the woodland on your right. After about 200m, look 
out for a path leading off  right— if you have swung round west of 
north, you have overshot — and take it to enter Doctor’s Wood.

At this point, you leave the London Borough of Bromley (where you 
have walked since crossing the Roman road at New Addington) 
and move into the county of Kent for the fi rst time (and do not 
believe rear-view-mirror nostalgists who profess otherwise). The 
Coal Tax Circuit route stays on or near the county boundary until it 
re-enters London defi nitively at Crayford, in the Borough of Bexley.

Cut through the corner of the wood, and pick up the headland of 
the next fi eld, with the wood on your right. Follow the fi eld-edge 
round to the left, and descend with a hedge on your right.

After 100m, turn right at a (waymarked) gap in the hedge: this leads 
you out onto a path enclosed by fences, some of them electrifi ed. 
Keep to the path (there really is no option) until it spills out onto a 
lane. Turn left up the lane and go through a gate, under the gaze of 
a CCTV camera (this area bristles with them).

Beyond the gate, turn left to reach the junction of Skeet Hill Lane 
and Daltons Road.

41.1

41.2
Chelsfi eld village

41.3
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Turn right up Daltons Road, and follow it for 
approximately 1km. This is another single-track 

road, and is often quite busy. Here, I have found the drivers 
of cars and vans very courteous and accommodating of 
walkers: if only the same could be said of the large gangs of 
Lycra-clad cyclists as they yell their arrogance down the lane, 
their speed as excessive as their belligerence — the sound 
and fury (signifying nothing) bringing to mind the classic 
Wodehouse line: “Aunt calling to aunt, like mastodons 
bellowing across primeval swamps”.

At the end of the driveway to The Gables, the yelping which 
rends the air is canine, from the boarding kennels. Here, post 
201 is up on the left, erosion has left the post high and dry on 
its legs.

To the left of the coal post, you will see a concrete waymarker 
for a public footpath: many of these were erected during the 
third quarter of the twentieth century, but their popularity 
has waned over the last half-century: as you will see from 
this example, erosion can be a problem, and too many of 
them fell victim to accidents (or “accidents”) with vehicles, 
thus losing the waymark altogether.

If you walk any of the fi rst batch of what we now must call 
national trails, you will still see many of these ‘tombstone’ 
waymarks in a more elegant form, with the head wider than 
the shaft, with the path name (Off a’s Dyke Path, South Downs 
Way, etc.) and the acorn symbol. Indeed, there are a few 
generic tombstones of that design on the Coal Tax Circuit 
route.

Do not take the driveway, but continue on 
Daltons Road through a right-hand bend, and 

then one to the left. About 250m after leaving post 201, take 
a footpath which is signposted on the left, going through 
a curtain-stile (where you open the gate like a curtain: this 
design is intended to be proof against would-be escapee sheep). At 
fi rst, the fence is on your left, but after about 60m, go through a 
gate ahead to bring the fence onto your right. Follow close to this 
fence, turning fi rst right then left as it turns. About 120m after the 
left-hand turn, you will fi nd another curtain-stile on the right: go 
through it and enter a fi eld, with a fence on the left.

Numerous statements from farming and wildlife sources alike 
have, over the years, emphasised the importance of maintaining 
fi eld margins, and a guide width of 6m is often quoted. A sturdy 
hedge will account for one of those six metres, but there should 
still be a good gap between hedge (or fence) and crop. Obviously, 
leaving a workable gap is more important when (as here) there is 
a public right of way along the side of the fi eld. Here, the usable 
gap is often less than 60cm: this forces walkers into the fi eld, and 
benefi ts nobody. It is a form of deterrence, which is illegal.

Top: post 201, Daltons Road

Above: ‘tombstone’ waymark

41.4

41.5
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Struggle your way down the inadequate margin of the fi eld (with 
the fence on your left) for about 500m, passing to the left of some 
old farm buildings. Continue your descent, veering slightly to your 
right, to come out onto a lane by some cott ages, known variously as 
Darns Hill and Dawns Hill.

Pass by the cott ages on your left-hand side, thus bearing a litt le 
more to your right, and follow the lane (marked as Darns Hill on 
maps) down to its junction with Tylers Green Road, your entrance 
into the village of Crockenhill. 

Turn left along Tylers Green Road to its junction with 
Cray Road, and turn left. About 100m after the end of 

the right-hand pavement, beyond the bungalow, you may see post 
202, but it may be shrouded in thick overgrowth (or may have been 
spirited away).

Continue along Cray Road, through its right-hand 
bend and into the left-hand bend. Ahead, you will see 

the borough boundary sign for Bromley (St Mary Cray), just behind 
a bush. Before you reach the bush, though, turn off  right through 

a gap, and immediately right again, 
onto an enclosed footpath.

Follow this footpath for a litt le over 
200m, where it widens out and 
bears a litt le to the left. Soon, where 
a bank of trees on your right comes 
to an end, the path takes up its new 
straight-line bearing. At the top of 
the hill, a footpath comes in from 
the right: keep on ahead. The route 
becomes a driveway with a row of 
cott ages on the right, and fi nally 
spills into Stones Cross Road.

Post 203, Stones Cross 
Road, Crockenhill

Descending towards Darns 
Hill Cott ages, Crockenhill: 
note the woefully inadequate 
headland as deterrence

41.6

41.7
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Turn right onto Stones Cross Road. Pass the 
scout hut on the right. On the left-hand side of 
the road, opposite Newlands Cott ages, you will 
fi nd post 203, well sunken into the ground.

Continue past the post, round a 
couple of bends, until the village 

primary school is found on your left. Keep 
the school wall close as you go through a set 
of traffi  c-barrier bollards to reach Crockenhill 
Green.

If you continue down Stones Cross Road, you 
will reach the centre of the village: there is a 
pub, a convenience shop, and a cake shop. Just 
keep the cake shop on your left to continue your 
route back up to the east side of the green, refreshed and ready to 
carry on ahead.

Turn left at the east side of the green (you will see the children’s 
playground down to your right), and walk up Green Court Road, 
which takes the left-hand turn at a junction just past a bus stop. 
Look out on the right for post 204, which is tucked away inside a 
garden border, above a retaining wall.

Continue on the left-hand pavement, leaving the 
centre of Crockenhill: the village recreation ground 

soon keeps your company on the left-hand side.

Beyond the recreation ground is the village war memorial, its 
off -centre location suggesting a link between memorial and 
ground, and indeed it is so. The recreation ground was acquired by 
subscription as a memorial to those of the village who had died in 
the two world wars. There is also a memorial tablet in the village 
church, dedicated to those who died in the Great War.

Pass the war memorial and cross over the end of Stones Cross Road, 
where post 205 sits by the roadside.

Pass between traffi  c-barrier bollards to the right 
of the post, and continue ahead on an enclosed 

footpath. This leads to a green railway fence. Across the tracks, at 
the top of the far embankment, is post 206, in traditional railway 
obelisk style.

Turn right to follow the railway, soon passing 
underneath the Swanley by-pass. The path comes 

to a left-hand turn onto a bridge which spans the railway cutt ing, 
passing above the west end of the platforms of Swanley station.

On the north side of the railway, follow the path round to the right, 
then to the left, into Southern Place: advance along the street to the 
fi rst crossroads, on St Mary’s Road.

The crossroads marks the end of this section of the Coal Tax Circuit 
route.

41.8

Post 204, in a garden 
on Green Court Road, 

Crockenhill

Post 205, at the end of
Stones Court Road, 

Crockenhill

41.9

41.10

41.11
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For Swanley station, turn to the right on 
St Mary’s Road, then take the fi rst right (Everest 
Place): when you reach the railway, turn right 
onto a path which leads to the north entrance to 
Swanley station. The station’s main entrance is 
on the southern side of the tracks.

Swanley station has a frequent service to 
London Bridge and Victoria station, some 
of the trains making the journey in litt le over 
twenty minutes. The refreshment facilities are 
at bridge level.

Post 206, seen across the 
railway cutt ing west of 
Swanley station


