
© 2018-22 IG Liddell Coal Tax Circuit 43 – 1

CTC
43

Baldwyns Park
to

Barnes Cray

Start Baldwyns Park — DA5  2BH

Finish Barnes Cray — DA1  4QH

Distance 5.80km

Duration 1 hour 16 minutes

Ascent 67m

Access Buses at start and end of section.

Facilities None.

43.1 Old Bexley Lane 0m

43.2 Opp post 209, squeeze behind wall; R/L; keep near L side of meadow; down 
steep drop; ahead to jct; rise R to rd; L; L over A2; ahead to Rochester Way.

1330m

43.3 L past industry on R; at gate, R into reserve; immediately L; R along edge of 
wood; R before bench; L into old quarry; R; ahead to playgd; L to post 210.

1450m

43.4 R on Melrose Ave; R on Galloway Dr to Hillcrest Rd (post 211). 630m

43.5 L on Station Rd; R on Chastilian Rd; third L on North Rd; L on Princes Rd; 
up steps on L; ahead to post 212.

1010m

43.6 Down steps and cross Crayford Rd; R to Maiden Lane (post 213). 1220m

43.7 L on Maiden Lane to post 214 230m

43.8 Under rly; R (Loop) to Thames Rd; L to rbt. 930m
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This section of the Coal 
Tax Circuit route begins 

on Old Bexley Lane, across the street 
from post 209, and just on the Kent 
side of the county boundary sign.

This section mixes rural footpaths 
with suburban streets, and includes 
a crossing of Dartford Heath.

Ahead on Old Bexley Lane from the 
start of this section is Bexley Park, in which stands Baldwyns Park 
Mansion. There was a manor house in this location for centuries, but 
late in the eighteenth century, the estate was sold to the Minet family, 
a prominent Huguenot family who had fl ed religious persecution 
in France a century earlier. They also came to have properties in 
Camberwell and in Hayes (the one in Hillingdon, rather than the 
Bromley version), and the current mansion was built.

Later, it was leased to Hiram Maxim, inventor of the automatic gun, 
which was by then being manufactured in nearby Crayford. Maxim 
also undertook important developments in fl ying machines on the 
site. In the fi nal years of the nineteenth century, the estate became 
the home of one of the many mental hospitals which were built 
around London at the time (such as Napsbury, passed on section 
14 of the Coal Tax Circuit, and Netherne, passed on section 32). The 
site is now a housing development.

Buses serve this point from Erith, Bexleyheath and Bexley stations 
on the B12 route (other buses are not Oyster-valid.

Next to the county boundary sign, take a narrow gap 
in the wall, where a path squeezes through and off  the 

road, turning right to rise parallel with the road, then turning left 
into Maypole Meadow. This is the south-western corner of Dartford 
Heath. 

A path runs near the left side of the meadow: at times, it drifts a litt le 
rightwards to come closer to some houses on the right, and indeed, 
where the land drops off  ahead and to the left, there is a clear path 
leading to the right, towards the houses. At this point, you should 
return to the left-hand fence at the foot of the hill, where you will 
fi nd a good track running parallel to the edge of the woodland.

Eventually, you will come to a point where a path comes in from 
the left, over a green metal bridge. At this point, you should turn 
up to the right, away from the bridge, and follow the path out to a 
street, with houses on the far side of the road. Turn left along the 
street to the point where it bends to the right. Here, take the path on 
the left which leads onto a footbridge, and cross the busy A2 road 
to reach the larger northern part of Dartford Heath.

Walk straight ahead on the remains of a roadway (whose purpose 
was cut off  with the building of the modern A2) to reach a road 

43.1

43.2

Post 209,
Old Bexley Lane



© 2018-22 IG Liddell Coal Tax Circuit 43 – 3

junction. Your route turns left here, but do 
not be tempted to cut the corner via the 
inviting grass verge: it is protected against 
unauthorised ingress by a berm and a 
ditch.

Turn left along the road 
(Rochester Way): for part of 

the way, there is the benefi t of a pavement 
on the right-hand side, but this soon 
peters out.

Pass various secondary industrial 
premises, and continue straight ahead 
where the road narrows. About 500m after 
joining Rochester Way, you will come to a 
gate.

Do not squeeze through to the right of the 
gate, but go to the right, then to the left, to pick up a path which 
runs parallel to the road: do not try the “death-or-glory” climb up 
the steep bank (hint: it does not end in glory). After a further 150m, 
a level path turns off  to the right; about 270m later, you will see a 
bench-seat ahead on the right. Do not go as far as the bench, but 
turn right onto a path which rises to overlook an old quarry down 
to the left.

Descend to the quarry, which has a rough ‘turning circle’ which is 
used by less-than-offi  cial wheeled vehicles. Bear right to walk out of 
the quarry area, keeping to the main path. This path bends left, then 
right, to keep the modern houses of the Braeburn Park estate on 
your left. On reaching a children’s playground, turn left to follow 
the short Falstaff  Close to its junction with Melrose Avenue. Ahead, 
marooned in a pastiche of Milton Keynes (if such be possible), 
stands post 210, looking — as Raymond Chandler would have it — 
as inconspicuous as a tarantula on a slice of angel food cake.

Turn right to take 
Melrose Avenue; 

follow its course amongst the 
Lego-brick houses and over 
the traffi  c-humps as far as 
Galloway Drive.

Turn right onto Galloway Drive 
and follow its serpentine ascent 
to Station Road, where you will 
fi nd post 211 just up to the right 
of the junction.

Cross over Station 
Road here at the 

traffi  c lights, and turn to your 
left down the road, and then 

The turn on Braeburn Park 
Nature Reserve to rise to the 

old quarrying area

43.3

Left: post 210 on
Melrose Avenue

Right: post 211 on
Station Road

43.4

43.5
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take the fi rst street on the right, (at the 
pillar box) Chastilian Road.

Follow Chastilian Road and take the third 
street on the left: this is North Road. This 
long straight descent will take you to 
Princes Road: the fi rst of the att empts to 
by-pass Dartford on what was then the 
A2.

Turn left on Princes Road, and descend 
towards the roundabout on the left-hand 
pavement: before you actually reach it, 
the pavement becomes separated from 
the road by a low brick wall, and you soon 
reach a set of steps on the left.

Climb the steps, and turn right, along the 
frontages of the houses on your left. You 

will soon come to post 212, which overlooks the roundabout.

Beyond the post, you may descend to road level 
again, now on the west side of the roundabout. Cross 

Crayford Road to its north side.

Turn right on Crayford Road’s left-hand pavement past the 
roundabout, where the street-name becomes Dartford Road, to the 

end of Maiden Lane, the next street on 
the left.

This road takes the line of 
Watling Street, the Roman 

road, so post 213, which is on the corner 
of Maiden Lane, may be considered 
twinned with post 43, again on Watling 
Street, in Radlett  (on section 14 of the 
Coal Tax Circuit route).

Turn left down Maiden 
Lane to the railway at 

the bott om: just before you reach the 
bridge, you will see post 214 on the 
right-hand side of the road.

In the past, the obelisk of post 215 
graced the railside embankment, but 
that one is no longer. The base was seen 
in 1986, but the obelisk disappeared 
about fi fty years ago.

Go forward beneath the railway, and 
pass some fl ats on the left.

Ahead, power lines cross the road: 
beyond these, and just before you reach 
the houses on the right, take a path 

Above; post 212 (left), above 
the junction of Crayford 
Road and Princes Road;post 
213 (right), at the corner of 
Maiden Lane. Below: post 
214, Maiden Lane. Bott om: 
path along the River Cray.

43.6

43.7

43.8
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(marked as the London Loop) to the right. This follows the River 
Cray round a gentle left-and bend to reach Thames Road.

Post 216 may still lie in a tangle of industry off  to the right, beside 
the Stalham River, but does not merit the detour.

Turn left along Thames Road to approach a roundabout.

Beyond the roundabout, there is a bus stop which serves Erith.


