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CTC
44

Barnes Cray
to

Erith station

Start Barnes Cray — DA1  4QH

Finish Erith station — DA8  1TY

Distance 7.87km

Duration 1 hour 39 minutes

Ascent 91m

Access Bus at start of section. Train at end of section.

Facilities Convenience shop at Appold Street en route.

44.1 Barnes Cray. 0m

44.2 Cross Thames Rd; R by crane wks; ahead under rly; ahead at end of rd 
through barrier to dike; follow dike to Cray outfl ow.

3860m

44.3 Ahead with river on R to Slade Green path. 4050m

44.4 R to fl ood barrier; ahead to mouth of River Darent (post 217).

44.5 Continue on dike past Crayford Ness to tarmac lane at Erith Yacht Club; 
ahead, then L with bldgs on R to Manor Rd.

44.6 R past industry to Appold St; R; ahead through barrier (supermarket on L ); 
out to promenade; L to rd; R; R to promenade; L to Erith Causeway.

44.7 Ahead; at inlet, L to rd; cross; L; R on rd under rly and up to Erith stn.
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This, the fi nal section of the 
Coal Tax Circuit route begins at 

the roundabout at Barnes Cray.

This section is mainly on the dike above the 
Rivers Cray, Darent and Thames, with urban 
bookends.

There is a bus stop near the start of the 
section, which is served by buses from Erith. 
The nearest station is Slade Green.

Cross to the north side of the 
roundabout, and take the dusty 

road through a No Entry sign. There are 
parked cranes on your right. At the junction, 
continue ahead. You will pass beneath a 
railway to reach a waste disposal facility on 
the left, with employers’ warning messages 
in English and Polish. Continue on the 
right-hand pavement, out onto a path which 
leads to the riverside dike.

Follow the dike, with the river on your right, 
down the River Cray to its confl uence with the River Darent,

Continue along the dike with the River Darent on your 
right-hand side.

On the far side of the River Darent is the area known as Joyce Green. 
The site is currently being claimed for housing, but throughout the 
twentieth century, it was occupied by a large smallpox hospital.

Continue down the Darent until you reach a path junction: here, 

44.1

44.2

Approach to riverside dike

Darent Flood Barrier from 
the riverside dike

44.3
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turn right to continue with the river on the right. At a bend to the 
right, a path goes off  to the left.

This path off ers a link to Slade Green station.

Ahead, you will be able to pick out the twin towers 
of the Darent Flood Barrier. As you approach the 

Barrier, you will reach industrial premises on the left, with much 
metal-bashing noise.

The area occupied by industry used to house an ammunition 
works, whose products were linked with the output of the several 
gunmakers’ premises and gun-carriage works in Erith.

Cross the access road for the Barrier, and continue to the mouth of 
the River Darent. On your left, there are old shipping containers 
making up the wall of the secondary metals establishment.

Beyond the bashed blue container, you will fi nd a faint path leading 
down to the right (not the fi rst such path in the area, but the second, 
leading to a smaller tree than the fi rst). Take this path, and strike 
off  to the left at the lower level: you will come to a squat concrete 
bollard. This is post 217, the fi nal post in the circuit.

At this point, you may be said to 
have completed the Coal Tax Circuit. 
But this is a bleak and lonely place to 
stop. The route therefore continues 
into Erith.

Look across the mouth of the Darent: 
all is fl at, all is lonely. But it was not 
ever thus. Just across the river mouth, 
the newly-established Royal Flying 
Corps took possession of the land in 
1917, and much experimental work 
was undertaken, before they moved 
their headquarters to Biggin Hill.

The mouth of the Darent, 
with the Dartford Crossing 
(Queen Elizabeth II Bridge) 

arching over the Thames

Post 217, at the mouth of the 
River Darent
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But beyond the rudimentary aerodrome, in the past you would have 
been able to see some rather decaying hulks, superannuated ships. 
For on the marshes between the Thames and Dartford, there grew 
up two smallpox hospitals: a military one on the river at Longreach 
(just east of where the hulks’ berths), and a civilian hospital at Joyce 
Green. Many of the patients for the civilian hospital were brought 
to the site by river, and transferred to the hulks. If a patient survived 
long enough for a bed to become available at Joyce Green, the 
transfer would be eff ected by use of a tramway built between the 
jett y and the hospital. Joyce Green Hospital fi nally closed in 2000, 
and the site is being developed for housing: how may of the new 
residents are aware of what exactly went on underneath their feet?

Continue round the corner onto the bank of the 
River Thames, with the mounds of the Rainham 

Marshes landfi ll looking preternaturally green across the river 
(compared with the browner hues of the Dartford Marshes). There 
is no alternative as you round Crayford Ness, turning left to head 
upstream. The path bends westwards again, and eventually, you 
come out onto a cracked tarmac lane at the entrance to Erith Yacht 
Club. Beyond the crack, you turn left, with modern factory buildings 
behind the chain-link fence on your right, to reach Manor Road. 
Turn right onto Manor Road.

On your right, British Gypsum used to have a large plant, and 
neolithic remains have been found by archaeologists during digs 
on the site.

Push on along Manor Road, 
which eventually takes a 

slight rise, with housing on the right-hand 
side, to the junction with Appold Street.

Turn right here, and follow Appold Street 
to its end, with traffi  c-barriung bollards. 
Go ahead, and seek out a path which 
continues out onto a promenade on the 
River Thames.

Turn left, and follow the promenade past 
a supermarket on your left, with Erith 
Deepwater Wharf on your left: the railway 
tracks which ran onto the pier have long 
gone: the supermarket is on the site of the 
wharfside sidings.

This was the successor to Erith Pier, which 
off ered commuter and leisure journeys 
between Erith and London between 
1842 and 1865. The delights of the pier’s 
amusements and the ferry trade came to 
an abrupt halt when the sewers disgorged 
their contents into the River Thames, and 

Erith Causeway, site of the 
Pilgrim Ferry
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suddenly the pier was no longer the place to stroll, the place to catch 
a boat to the offi  ce in the City.

Follow the London Loop signs ahead, keeping to the riverside until 
forced inland to come out onto a street, with the Cross Keys Inn on 
your right. Turn right, and descend to a path leading off  to the right, 
back onto the riverside. Turn left along the riverside promenade.

Here, you will see Erith Causeway, a wooden walkway which runs 
down to the river at any state of the tide.

Between 1189 and 1854, a ferry crossed the river between here 
and Coldharbour Point: this would be so useful to walkers on the 
Coal Tax Circuit (and the London Loop) today. There are plans to 
re-instate the ferry, but don’t hold your breath.

Follow the William Cory Promenade to the next inlet, 
and turn left to reach the road.

Cory was a coal merchant who used old hulks anchored in the river 
to tranship his coal to smaller vessels, thus minimissing wharfage 
charges.

Cross the road, and follow Stonewood Road under Bronze Age Way 
(the town centre arterial road) to reach Erith station.

This marks the end of the Coal Tax Circuit route, after more than 
320km.
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