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Shenfi eld
to

Brentwood

Start Shenfi eld station — CM15  8JD

Finish Brentwood station — CM14  4EW

Distance 3.73km

Duration 47 minutes

Ascent 40m

Access Train and bus at start and end of section.

Facilities All facilities near start and end of section.

1.1 Shenfi eld stn. 0m

1.2 W from stn; L on Friars Ave; ahead on Priest’s Lane to Thrift Wood Bridge. 1310m

1.3 Ahead to Middleton Hall Lane; L over Ingrave Rd. 1020m

1.4 Ahead on Seven Arches Rd; path past sch; R on Cornsland; L on Rose Valley; 
R on King Edward Rd; L to Brentwood stn.

1400m
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This, the fi rst section 
of the north-eastern 

branch of the Elizabeth Line, 
begins at Shenfi eld station, the 
north-eastern terminus of the line.

Much of the northern branch runs 
through suburbs which were built 
at the same time as the railway, or 
were built to parallel the railway. 
We try to fi nd green alternatives 
where possible, but between 
Harold Wood and Stratford, it is 

mainly a walk through the built environment.

Shenfi eld’s origins began on the Roman road between Londinium 
and Camulodunum (Colchester), now in the north of the built-up 
area. It is essentially a dormitory town nowadays, thanks to the 
frequent rail services.

Shenfi eld station is served by frequent and fast Elizabeth Line trains. 
It is also served by Greater Anglia services to and from Liverpool 
Street station. It is within the Oystercard zone.

The station has a small newsagent.

There is a parade of shops to the west of the station, containing the 
full range of services needed by a walker.

Exit the station by its main entrance on the west side of 
the railway, and turn left onto Hutt on Road. Pass along 

the parade of shops. Turn left at the end of the shops onto Friars 
Avenue.

This street is made up principally of robust twentieth-century 
commuter homes: this area is convenient for the City of London 
(and walkable to the station), and has the frankly puzzling cachet 
of being outside London.

After about 600m, Priest’s Lane comes in from the right and takes 
over the street-name. After a further 550m, a footpath joins from the 
left, having crossed the railway from Thrift Wood.

Continue along Priest’s 
Lane to its end at 

Shenfi eld Common.

Priest’s Lane is clearly an old way, 
given its sinuous form (the railway 
companies and their spec-builder 
partners would not have created a 
street of that shape), and the lack 
of dual pavements reinforces the 
idea. It is a welcome departure 
from the straight-line streets such 
as Friars Avenue.

Shenfi eld station

1.1

1.2

1.3
Friars Avenue, Shenfi eld
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Turn left onto Middleton Hall Road, 
and cross Ingrave Road using the 
light-controlled pedestrian crossing.

Take Seven Arches Road 
opposite, and follow its 

left-hand pavement to reach a pond on 
your left.  Beyond the pond, the road 
bears round to the left. Cross the road 
and follow a straight-line path ahead, 
past a school on the right.

Follow the path — clearly an older 
version of the road to your left — down 
to a street called Cornsland.

This street is heralded as a private road, 
but it is a public footpath.

Turn right onto Cornsland, and follow 
the roadway to westbound. After a few slight bends, the road 
takes a defi nite swing to the right, and ends at a traffi  c barrier. Go 
through the barrier and follow the path to another barrier. Follow 
the left-hand pavement of this western half of Cornsland to its end 
at Rose Valley.

Turn left, then take the next street on the right (King Edward Road) 
to its end, where turn left onto King’s Road to reach Brentwood 
station.

A convenience shop, a pub, and fast-food outlets are to be found 
beyond the station. The commercial centre of Brentwood (all 
facilities) lies to the north, uphill.

1.4

Pond on Shenfi eld Common

A substantial residence on 
the eastern half of Cornsland


