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RAU
3

Brixton
to

Morden

Start Brixton Underground station — SW9  8HE

Finish Morden Underground station — SM4  5AZ

Distance 10.42km

Duration 2 hours 11 minutes

Ascent 62m

Access Good public transport access throughout.

Facilities All facilities available throughout this section.

3.1 Brixton Underground station 0m

3.2 Up R pvt of Brixton Hill; bear R into New Park Rd. 2070m

3.3 Ahead on New Park Rd to Streatham Hill. 2220m

3.4 Ahead on Emmanuel Rd; bear L onto Tooting Common; under rly. 2140m

3.5 Ahead to Bedford Hill; R/L onto common; R; R on path to lakeside; L to lake. 2020m

3.6 R on lakeside; L on major path to cross Tooting Bec Rd; to R of stadium to 
Church Lane; veer L on path to Furzedown Rd; R to rbt.

1940m

3.7 L to end of Rectory Lane; R; L; Mitcham Rd to Tooting stn.

3.8 Cross rd at stn; R; L into Longley Rd; path L over rly to Lyveden Rd; bear R; 
L on Devonshire Rd; L after house 101 to railbed; R to Tandem Centre.

3.9 Merantun Rd past Merton Abbey Mills to River Wandle.

3.10 L to follow river past Deen City Farm.

3.11 R/L to cross tramline into Morden Hall Park; L (Wetland) to jct near weir; R; L 
to exit park opp health centre; cross rd; L;r R into London Rd to Morden stn.
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This section of the route links 
Brixton (at the southern end of the 

Victoria Line) with Morden (at the southern 
end of the Northern Line). It takes the 
walker over Streatham Hill, across Tooting 
Common, along an old railway line, and up 
the River Wandle.

The section may be broken up in many 
places, where there are bus stops or stations 
nearby.

The main urban areas within this section are 
Brixton, Streatham Hill, and Tooting.

Brixton Underground station is at the end 
of the Victoria Line: there is also a railway 
station nearby.

There are many bus services in the area, and 
of course the streets are fi lled with shops, 
restaurants and all other facilities which may 
be found in a major centre.

Brixton Hill (the likely location of the Saxon 
Brixi’s Stone (hence the place-name: it’s not 

from a brickmaking area!), was originally covered in woodland, but 
by the fi rst decades of the nineteenth century, the land had mainly 
been cleared for farming. Market gardens supplied London with 
strawberries and other fruit and vegetables, and there was still 
enough woodland to provide game for the London market.

With the opening of Vauxhall Bridge, middle-class housing began 
to appear on the main road, and gradually fi lled in the land 
between the river and Brixton. Electric Avenue is so named because 
it was the fi rst street in London to be lit completely by electricity. 

Bombing during the Second 
World War dispersed the 
old Brixton community 
(and its certainties): many 
ethnic groups fi lled the gap, 
most notably, of course, the 
“Windrush generation” of 
Afro -Caribbean people, but 
also Portuguese and many 
others.

Among many who were 
born in the area, or who 
lived there, Max Wall, John 
Major, CLR James and David 
Bowie indicate the continuing 
diversity of Brixton.

3.1

Electric Avenue, Brixton — 
just in case the street sign
is not prominent enough

Lambeth Town hall seen 
from Windrush Square
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During the twenty-fi rst century, Brixton has seen 
changes similar to those experienced in other 
London areas: much regeneration of housing, 
and many new builds (mainly fl ats): it remains 
to be seen how this will aff ect the tenor of the 
community and the mix of shops and businesses.

Cross the road at the entrance to 
the station, and turn left. Follow the 

right-hand pavement up the hill, past Electric 
Avenue on your left and, across Acre Lane, the 
municipal assuredness of the Edwardian Gothic 
Lambeth Town Hall (1908).

Over to your left lies St Matt hew’s church: it is one 
of a number of “Waterloo churches” which were 
built to celebrate the end of the Napoleonic Wars 
and to serve growing urban populations. This one 
dates from 1824.

Just keep going up the hill, eventually passing 
the prison entrance to reach a large block of fl ats 
(Dumbarton Court) on your right-hand side.

As the east face of Dumbarton Court 
bends slightly to the right. take a path which follows its line 

into New Park Road. Continue ahead on the right-hand pavement, 
passing a school on your right, and descend to the junction with the 
South Circular Road, Streatham Hill. Cross at the lights.

From the bus stop nearby, there are services to Clapham Common, 
Batt ersea Park, Sloane Square and Marble Arch.

Continue ahead downhill on New Park Road, soon 
passing a church on the right, and using its right-hand 

pavement. Cross Thornton Road at the lights and continue ahead, 
the street now named 
Emmanuel Road.

Over to the left, the 
bus stop on Thornton 
Road has services to 
Balham and Stockwell.

On Emmanuel Road, 
cross over to the 
left-hand pavement. 
Pass a few shops over 
to your right, to reach 
a pedestrian crossing.

Do not cross, but 
continue ahead to 
cross Rastell Avenue 
by the refuge. Turn 

3.2

Path on Tooting Common 

Trees on Tooting Common: 
one rather distended,

the other a fossilised import

3.4

3.3
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left, and immediately take the path inside the park as it turns to run 
parallel with Rastell Avenue.

This is the corner of Tooting Common. This is actually two adjacent 
commons: the northern part is offi  cially Tooting Bec Common, and 
the southern part is Tooting Graveney Common (they used to be in 
diff erent parishes).

Nowadays, people usually think of Tooting Common as one entity, 
if only to feed lines for jokes about a Pharaoh. See https://www.
tootingcommon.co.uk/history for more details.

The paths are almost always busy, whether with runners or 
perambulators: both of these classes of user can play havoc with 
keeping an easy and consistent stride.

Take the path beneath the railway: a path soon comes in on the left 
from Drewstead Road.

Continue ahead. When you reach the next railway, bear 
left to walk parallel to the tracks and out onto Bedford 

Hill. Here, turn right to cross the railway, then cross the road to 
enter the common again. A litt le over 200m ahead, just before the 
path merges with another major (and straight) path coming in from 
the right, break off  to the right, cross the straight path, and continue 
in a west-north-westerly direction for about 70m, and take a path to 
the left to reach the lakeside.

At the lakeside, there is a fossil tree in a small enclosure: this was 
part of the Jurassic forest near Lulworth Cove in Dorset, and was 
placed at this site in 1898.

Turn right at the fossil tree to keep the lake on your left: at 
the corner of the lake, do not follow the lakeside, but head 

over to a major path and turn left, passing some tennis courts on 
your right. Follow the path to cross Tooting Bec Road, at its junction 
with Dr Johnson Avenue.

Samuel Johnson was well acquainted with Tooting Common, 
staying frequently with his friends Henry and Hester Thrale.

Take the right-hand path ahead onto Tooting Graveney Common, 
keeping the stadium on your left.

There are public toilets at the 
stadium.

Follow the path ahead to the 
point where it abuts Church 
Lane, then veer slightly left away 
from the road to continue to 
reach Furzedown Road at a small 
roundabout.

Turn right to follow Furzedown 
Road’s left-hand pavement out to 
a major roundabout. Here, bear 

Tooting Common Lake

3.5

3.6
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left (that is, to the south-west) along 
Rectory Lane.

Follow Rectory Lane all 
the way to its far end on 

the right-hand pavement. Cross over 
Southcroft Road, then turn right 
to follow round Amen Corner into 
Mitcham Road and on to Tooting 
station.

Tooting station is on Thameslink’s 
Sutt on loop: there are services from here 
to Herne Hill, Blackfriars, St Pancras 
and beyond.

All facilities are available between Amen Corner and Tooting 
station.

Cross the road by the pedestrian crossing at Tooting 
station, doubling back to your right before turning left 

into Longley Road. Just beyond the bus stand, take an enclosed 
path to the left (before you reach the church).

This path leads you over the railway and out onto Lyveden Road: 
bear right and follow its left-hand pavement to Devonshire Road.

There is a convenience shop on the other side of Devonshire Road.

Keep to the left-hand pavement of Devonshire Road as far as the 
house numbered 101. Beyond this house, take a path off  to the left, 
and follow it, crossing Myrna Close at a brick electricity supply 
building, and on to reach the path (at a prominent tree) along 
the railbed of the former line which ran between Wimbledon and 
Tooting via Merton Abbey Mills.

The line opened in 1868, and closed to passenger 
services in 1929; goods services lasted until 1960.

Turn right to follow the railbed for about 700m, crossing 
to the other side of the ponds part-way along, to emerge 
at a roundabout with the Tandem shopping centre on 
the left.

At this point, Colliers Wood station (on the Northern 
Line) is 400m off  to the right.

Turn to your left, and cross the access road for 
the Tandem Centre, then cross Church Road. 

Take the next corner of the roundabout to follow the 
left-hand pavement of Merantun Way (signposted for 
Dorking and Merton, and taking the line of the former 
railway), passing beneath the high-voltage power lines 
with a hypermarket on the right and a hotel on the 
left. Cross the access road to Merton Abbey Mills at a 
roundabout and advance to cross the River Wandle.

Tree on railbed
near Myrna Close

The Merton Abbey
railbed in winter

3.7

3.8

3.9
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Merton Abbey Mills used to house the 
print mills for the textiles of Liberty 
and Company  — in fact, the mills’ 
ownership gave the area its original 
telephone exchange code of LIBerty 
(542). The mills were once part of 
Merton Abbey and were held by a 
succession of companies after the 
Dissolution: Liberty’s tenure lasted 
from 1904 to 1972. There is now a pub 
within the Abbey Mills complex.

For South Wimbledon station, cross 
Merantun Way to reach Station Road; 
turn left and follow Station Road (and 
High Path) to Morden Road (with its 

memorial to Admiral Lord Nelson on the left), and turn right to the 
station: the distance between the River Wandle and the station is 
800m.

Turn left just beyond the bridge to follow a riverside 
path parallel to the River Wandle, which fl ows towards 

you on your left, crossing Windsor Avenue as you go. About 600m 
after leaving Merantun Way, you will come to the car park which 
serves Deen City Farm.

Go to the end of the car park and continue ahead 
(ignoring the public footpath which squeezes off  from 

the far right corner of the car park. The path continues between the 
river on your left and the farm on your right, turning to the right at 
the end of the farm’s property, then left to reach the line of the tram 
service which runs between Wimbledon and Croydon.

From Merantun Way, you have been walking 
(upstream) on the Wandle Trail, which follows 
the river from its source in Croydon to its 
outfl ow into the River Thames at Wandsworth.

Cross the tracks, and walk ahead on a clear 
path into Morden Hall Park, a National Trust 
property. Take the left-hand path (marked 
Wetland) which is part path, part boardwalk 
as it meanders through the wetlands. When 
you come to a clear path junction, the direct 
route takes the path to the right (that is, in a 
north-westerly direction).

The Wandle Trail towards Croydon turns to 
left at this point: it follows the river upstream, 
crossing a fi ne iron bridge and then onwards 
via Carshalton and Beddington.

In fact, there is merit in diverting to the left to 
see the litt le weir which keeps open water in 

Merton Abbey Mills seen 
from the Wandle Trail.

Wetland walk through 
Morden Hall Park

3.10
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front of Morden Hall. Once back 
at the junction, you could follow 
a loop to pass the front of Morden 
Hall before rejoining the main 
route. This litt le loop, though, can 
be rather muddy at times.

For the National Trust centre 
(and café), follow the signs to the 
Snuff  Mill. You may then exit the 
park and turn right to reach the 
junction of Morden Road and 
Aberconway Road, following the 
latt er to Morden station.

From the junction at the end of the Wetland walk, take the broad 
path to the north-west. After about 80m, the muddy loop path 
enters from the left, and a few metres farther on, the path turns to 
the left.

Follow the path, now facing south-west, to reach a gate onto Morden 
Road, opposite a medical centre. Cross the road by the pedestrian 
crossing. Turn left, crossing the end of Kenley Road and bearing 
right into London Road.

Follow the right-hand pavement of London Road to reach Morden 
station.

The stations of the Northern Line extension to Morden form the 
fi rst major London Transport commission for Charles Holden 
(1875-1960), who was responsible for a number of new stations on the 
Piccadilly and Northern Lines when these lines were extended north and 
south/west.

Holden was born in Bolton, and his early work included 
commissions from William Hesketh Lever (later ennobled as Lord 
Leverhulme) for Port Sunlight, his Merseyside company village on 
the Wirral. He was responsible for important works in Bristol too, 
but his best-known work is in London.

Apart from stations, he designed the block (built on top of St 
James’s Park station) at 55 Broadway for London Transport; he was 
also in charge of the design brief for the Senate House and library 
(often known fondly as the Lubyanka) of the University of London 
in Bloomsbury.

Though the platforms at Morden station are open to the air, the 
lines soon enter the longest tunnel on the Tube network — 27.8km 
to East Finchley via Bank.

Morden station is the southern extremity of the Northern Line.

All facilities may be found in the vicinity of Morden station.

Weir, former bridge,
and Morden Hall


