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RAU
5

Battersea Power Station
to

Wimbledon

Start Batt ersea Power Station station — SW8  5DS

Finish Wimbledon station — SW19  7NL

Distance 11.69km

Duration 2 hours 26 minutes

Ascent 56m

Access Good public transport access throughout.

Facilities All facilities available on this section.

5.1 Batt ersea Power Station Underground stn. 0m

5.2 W on Batt ersea Park Rd; R fork onto Prince of Wales Dr to park gate. 610m

5.3 Enter park; advance to lake; L; L to Carriage Drive S; R to rbt; L out of park. 1050m

5.4 Ahead on Cambridge Rd t past Abercrombie St; R on path; L under two rlys; 
bear R under rly; L on path, bearing R on Este Rd; L at end on Falcon Rd; 
ahead, beneath Clapham Jct stn, to St John’s Hill.

1560m

5.5 Ahead on St John’s Rd (R pvt); R on Comyn Rd; over Boutfl ower Rd; ahead 
on scrap of common; half-L to jct; ahead on Bolingbroke Grove; beyond 
pond, bear R across common; over rly; half-R; path to Dorlcote Road.

1990m

5.6 Ahead to Trinity Rd; ahead on Alma Terr; L; R on Magdalen Rd to cemy. 990m

5.7 L pvt down Magdalen Rd to its end. 750m

5.8 L/R on Summerley St; R over river;n L on riverside path to Plough Lane. 1680m

5.9 L; R on riverside path; pass under rly; R; L across meadows to far R corner. 960m

5.10 R on North Rd; R on Haydons Rd; L on S Park Rd; L on Queens Rd; R to stn. 1860m
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This section of the route runs from the 
site of the terminus of the Northern 

Line Extension at Batt ersea Power Station to 
the end of the District Line at Wimbledon. 
The route passes through Batt ersea Park and 
Wandsworth Common, and takes in part of the 
Wandle Trail.

Between the entrance to Batt ersea Park (off  
Prince of Wales Drive and Queenstown Road) 
and the crossing of the River Wandle at North 
Drive, the Thames Path and Wandle Trail 
make a route which could be a recommended 
alternative — just follow the waymarks. The 
current description does not supplant such an 
option, but off ers a link with Clapham Junction 
and teases a way through streets and small 
parks which, perhaps, gives a litt le more of a 
navigational thrill.

Batt ersea Park station is served by trains from 
Victoria; the adjacent Queenstown Road station 
is served out of Waterloo. There are many bus 
services in the vicinity.

Queenstown Road has an interesting history. In 1877, the road was 
called Queen’s Road, and the station took the name (without, for 
some reason, using the apostrophe). During the Second World war, 
to avoid confusion with other streets of the same name in Peckham, 
Walthamstow and elsewhere, the street name was changed to 
Queenstown Road. In 1980, the station followed suit, though the 
original name lives on above the street entrance.

Start out westwards from the end of Thessaly Road on 
Batt ersea Park Road, crossing over to the right-hand 

pavement where practicable. Pass the entrance to Batt ersea Dogs’ 
and Cats’ Home (even if the requisite apostrophes are missing) and 
pass under the railway. Fork right onto Prince of Wales Drive and 
follow it to the roundabout at the gate to Batt ersea Park.

If you are arriving at Batt ersea Park station, turn right out of the 
station, and then right onto Queenstown Road; if you are arriving 
at Queenstown Road station, turn right out of the station into 
Queenstown Road. In either event, follow Queenstown Road north 
to the roundabout.

Enter the park through the Rosery Gate in the north-western 
quadrant of the roundabout, cross the carriage drive, and 

take the next path on the left to follow the southern shore of the 
lake.

Batt ersea Park, created between 1846 and 1864 but opened in 1858, 
has many facilities, including a sports centre, a children’s zoo, a 
gallery, and a café. The Thames Path takes the east and north sides, 

5.1

5.2

Queenstown Road station 
(formerly Queens Road)

5.3
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passing the Peace Pagoda 
(1965). Clearly, one may 
devise a route through 
the park to suit particular 
interests, as long as the park 
is exited at the Sun Gate.

Part-way along the lakeside, 
you will come to an abstract 
sculpture.

This sculpture is Single 
Form, by Dame Barbara 
Hepworth, and is typical of 
her public work. It acts as 
a commemoration of Dag 
Hammarskjöld, the second 
Secretary-General of the 
United Nations.

Where the lakeside path takes a bend to the right (at the western 
end of the lake), take the path on the left to reach Carriage Drive 
South. Turn right to follow the drive past a toilet block to a litt le 
roundabout with a tree in its centre. Turn left to exit the park 
through the Sun Gate.

Continue ahead on Cambridge Road, bearing left at the 
junction with Batt ersea Bridge Road, to reach a major 

junction. Cross over Batt ersea Park Road into Latchmere Road, 
taking its right-hand pavement.

Pass the end of Abercrombie Street, then (at a pedestrian crossing) 
turn right onto a path which soon bears left. Pass beneath two 
railways to reach Falcon Park. Bear right to pass beneath another 
railway to reach Shillington Gardens.

The lake in Batt ersea Park

Shillington Gardens
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Turn left to follow a path which soon trends right to reach Este Road 
with a sports facility on the left.

These two small green oases are extremely important to the local 
community, surrounded as they are by railway viaducts and with 
few similar options nearby.

Turn left on Este Road, taking it to its end. Here, turn left onto 
Falcon Road. Use the pedestrian crossing to continue past the bus 
stop on the right-hand pavement. Pass through the tunnel ahead 
(beneath the many platforms of Clapham Junction station): at the 
far end, ascend to the junction with St John’s Hill.

Clapham Junction station entrance is along the road to the right.

Cross over St John’s Hill to reach St John’s Road ahead. 
Ascend on its right-hand pavement to Comyn Road 

(where St John’s Road bears slightly left). Turn right and follow 
Comyn Road up to its end (with a bend to the left just before the 
top) to come out onto Boutfl ower Road. Cross the road into a tiny 
triangular green — this is now a detached scrap of Wandsworth 
Common.

Bear half-left at the top of the green to reach a junction. Here, go 
ahead (across Batt ersea Rise) on Bolingbroke Grove with a cemetery 
(St Mary’s) on your left. Keep to the road: there is no exit from the 
cemetery at the far end.

Beyond the cemetery, cross Bolingbroke Road by a pedestrian 
crossing, and continue on its right-hand pavement, with 
Wandsworth Common now on your right. In dry conditions, you 
may prefer to use the parallel path on the edge of the common.

5.5

Wandsworth Common Pond 
on Bolingbroke Grove
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This north-eastern corner of the common is 
used for football and other sports, often by 
school groups.

About half-way along the edge of the 
common, there is a small pond. It is worth 
diverting onto the common by keeping the 
pond on your left: this shows off  the pond’s 
best side. Beyond the pond, return to the edge 
of the common for 75m to reach (opposite 
Honeywell Road) a path which bears right 
at about 30° from the road alignment. Take 
the path, which leads to a bridge over the 
railway. On the far side of the railway, take a 
path half-right to a bend (half-left).

At this point, over to the right, you will see 
the Skylark café: this part of the park also has 
toilet facilities.

Take the half-left bend and follow the path, 
which soon parallels Dorlcote Road on your 
left.

The path joins the road just before 
it reaches Trinity Road.

There is a pub here, and a small selection of 
shops to your left on Trinity Road.

Bus services ply Trinity Road between Tooting and Batt ersea.

Take the pedestrian crossing across Trinity Road, and follow the 
left-hand pavement of Alma Terrace. Turn left at the end, with HMP 
Wandsworth ahead), and follow Heathfi eld Road out to Magdalen 
Road, where turn right.

Beyond the housing on the right, you will reach the vehicular 
entrance to Wandsworth Cemetery, also known as Earlsfi eld 
Cemetery.

Magdalen Road is a key link between Wandsworth Common and 
the River Wandle, and it is almost a mandatory component of 
walking routes in the area.

This huge cemetery is not one of the “Magnifi cent Seven” Victorian 
cemeteries, but is as large as these. Alongside the thousands of 
locals’ graves, there is a total of 599 military graves, tended by the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. As well as British service 
personnel, combatants from Newfoundland, Australia, New 
Zealand and South Africa are buried here.

There are toilet facilities in the cemetery near this entrance. At the 
foot of the hill, next to Earlsfi eld Library, there is a small gate which 
is often open. It is, however, a long trudge back to the top if the 
bott om gate is closed.

Alma Terrace

5.6
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Unless you intend to take 
advantage of the benches which 

punctuate the pavement by the cemetery 
wall or you intend to break the journey at 
Earlsfi eld station, cross Magdalen Road to 
descend its left-hand pavement, all the way 
down to Garratt  Lane.

Earlsfi eld station, served by trains to and 
from Waterloo, is just off  to the right on 
Garratt  Lane. There are many buses which 
serve the area around the station..

There are many refreshment options on 
Garratt  Lane here, really the last opportunity 
before Wimbledon.

Cross Garratt  Lane, and turn 
left. Almost immediately, take 

Summerley Road on the right. The road 
bends to the right, and leads to the entrance 
to Weir Road industrial area, on the right. 

Take this road (Trewint Street) to cross the 
River Wandle, fi rst crossing the Earlsfi eld 
millstream, and then the main channel of the 

river. Do not enter the industrial site, but turn left onto a path which 
runs alongside the river, with the water fl owing towards you on the 
left.

Here, you are following the Wandle Trail upstream towards 
Croydon: the trail begins at the Wandle outfl ow in Wandsworth 

Despite the presence of industrial sites — many of which are often 
euphemised as “secondary industry” — to left and right, there is 
still room for the green path and its birdsong.

Follow the clear path, ignoring all side-paths, all the way along the 
river until you come out onto Plough Lane.

Turn left onto Plough Lane, crossing to the right-hand 
pavement by the pedestrian crossing on the bridge. Turn 

right to continue on the Wandle Trail, the river now on your right. 
After about 400m, the path bears left, a railway now parallel on the 
right.

The path leads to a crossing beneath the railway; on the far side, 
turn right and begin to drift away from the railway. Meadows open 
out on the left, with informal paths. Take one of these paths to cross 
Wandle Meadow Nature Park, eventually rising towards the right 
to reach North Road.

Turn right along North Road to reach Haydons Road a 
the start of your walk through suburban Wimbledon.

There are buses along Haydons Road, and some shops.

5.8

Upstream view as Trewint 
Road crosses the Wandle
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Turn right on Haydons 
Road, then left into 
South Park Road. This 
long suburban street is 
typical of the housing 
which grew up around 
the railway stations 
to serve the then new 
class of commuters.

Do not glance at the 
house-numbers as 
you enter South park 
Road: it will just 
depress you to know 
the countdown. As 
you cross Trinity Road 
(and the following 
side-streets, you will 
notice that Broadway is running parallel on your left, with its shops 
and buses. Be strong, and continue to the end of the street (which is 
blocked to vehicular traffi  c), and make your way out onto Queen’s 
Road. Turn left to reach Broadway, and turn right to ascend, with a 
large shopping centre on your right, and all the facilities of central 
Wimbledon around you. At the top of the rise, you will reach 
Wimbledon station forecourt on your right.

Wimbledon station is at the end of one of the western branches of 
the District Line; there are also rail services to Waterloo.

Wimbledon is a busy suburban centre, with all facilities in the area 
of the station, the shopping centre, and Broadway.

Wimbledon station forecourt


