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RAU
6

Wimbledon
to

Richmond

Start Wimbledon Underground station — SW19  7NL

Finish Richmond Underground station — TW9  1EZ

Distance 9.05km

Duration 1 hour 57 minutes

Ascent 90m

Access Good public transport access at start and end of section.

Facilities All facilities available at start and end of section.

6.1 Wimbledon Underground station 0m

6.2 NW; L on St George’s Rd; R at Drake Ho; over Worple Rd; at top of Malcolm 
Rd, Sunnyside Passage on R; ascend Sunnyside; R to Oldfi eld Rd; L; over 
Ridgway; Lingfi eld Rd to The Green; ahead to war meml.

1480m

6.3 Half-L on path bisecting Causeway/Parkside jct; cross Cannizaro Rd and 
continue ahead on common; after 1.5km. reach path jct; L to fork.

1490m

6.4 Descend WNW (paddock on L); R on path to A3; cross to Robin Hood Gate. 1220m

6.5 Enter Richmond Park; bear R with car park on R; L on path WNW to top of 
wood on R; descend and continue WNW past Pen Ponds.

1520m

6.6 Ahead to summit; R/L (NW) on path to L of copse; descend; bear L to gate. 1780m

6.7 Ahead on Cambrian Rd; R/L (Marlborough Rd); ahead on Onslow Rd; 
through vehicle; cross The Vineyard; ahead T on Vineyard Passage; over 
Paradise Rd; R/L onto Eton St; ahead on passage; R to stn.

1560m
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This section of the 
route links the ends of 

the two branches of the District 
Line which lie to the south of 
the River Thames — Wimbledon 
and Richmond. Apart from 
short urban sections at each end, 
this is a rural section, crossing 
Wimbledon Common and 
Richmond Park. You may expect 
mud after rain, particularly on 
Wimbledon Common where the 

separation of horse traffi  c from pedestrians is fl imsy at best, and 
often honoured in the breach by equestrians. Despite many No 
Cycling signs, it seems that there are many two-wheeled charioteers 
who must be illiterate, judging from the wheel-churn on the paths 
across Wimbledon Common.

The section may be broken up at the A3, where buses run between 
New Malden and Putney.

Wimbledon station has District Line trains, and mainline services to 
and from Waterloo.

All facilities may be found in the vicinity of the station.

From the pedestrian crossing on Broadway opposite the 
station, set off  in a north-westerly direction (if you are 

exiting the station, therefore, cross the road and turn right); descend 
and turn left into St George’s Road.

Take this street almost to its end, turning 
right onto an enclosed path just beyond 
Drake House. At the top of the path, cross 
Worple Road and enter Malcolm Road, 
climbing to the top.

At the top, bear right into Sunnyside Passage, 
which soon bends left to continue the climb. 
The path comes out onto Sunnyside (a street).

If you take a few paces forward and look 
back, you may (London weather permitt ing, 
of course) be rewarded with a view over 
to Croydon, with the Saff ron Square tower 
prominent.

Take a path on the right (signposted to 
Oldfi eld Road) near the top of Sunnyside; 
turn left onto Oldfi eld Road and climb to the 
junction. Cross to take Lingfi eld Road ahead, 
and follow it all the way to The Green.

Cross Southside Common, and follow the 
road ahead (The Green) with houses on 

6.1

6.2

Looking back on Wimbledon 
war memorial from the path 
on Wimbledon Common

Saff ron Square tower, 
Croydon, from Sunnyside
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the right and the green on your left. This will bring you to The 
Causeway, with the war memorial on an island site to your left.

The 93 bus plies the road on your right; northbound, there are 
services to Putney; southbound, the bus will take you to Wimbledon, 
and on to Morden and beyond.

From the war memorial, take the path which bisects the 
corner between The Causeway (left) and Parkside (right). 

There is a sign, but the best way forward is to edge round to the left 
of the almost-perennial mudbath and pick your way along the track. 
The path then crosses Cannizaro Road and dives into Wimbledon 
Common proper.

Wimbledon and Putney Commons cover about 460ha. Commons 
management is by a board of Conservators, three appointed by 
government and fi ve elected by the levy-payers (see below). The area 
has been inhabited since the Stone Age, and certain tenant farmers 
had had commoners’ rights for many years. In 1864, though, the 
Lord of The Manor of Wimbledon att empted to enclose some of the 
land, and eventually lost a court batt le. As a result, the governance 
of the Commons was set out in an Act of Parliament of 1871. The 
upkeep of the Commons is funded by the Levy, which is paid along 
with Council Tax on each property within 1.2km of the Commons: 
on average, this is just over 50p per property per week.

Keep on the clear (if muddy) path which continues on a 
west-north-westerly bearing. After about 500m, 
a clear track crosses at a slight deviation from 
a right angle (the angle on the left is sharper); 
after a further 250m, the path crosses Windmill 
Road, and bends very slightly left. Paths lead off  
ahead to the left (towards a building) and right 
(approximately north-west): keep on the main 
track, now fractionally north of due west.

Cross a golf fairway (with the green away to your 
right) and continue ahead: you will come to a 
point where the path merges with another which 
comes in from the right. Pass another green on 
your right.

Here, our route ahead returns to the 
west-north-westerly bearing. Descend 

with a small sandy area for horses down on your 
left.

The path continues to descend to reach Beverley 
Brook at the bott om. Turn right and follow the 
path with the brook on the left, passing sports 
fi elds before bearing left to reach the A3.

Cross the busy road at the pedestrian (and equally, 
equestrian) to Robin Hood Gate opposite.

Path on Wimbledon 
Common 

6.3

6.4
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To the left on the A3, 
there are two bus 
stops. Buses on the 265 
route travelling from 
right to left will take 
you to New Malden; 
those running from 
left to right go as far as 
Putney.

From the A3, go through Robin Hood Gate to enter 
Richmond Park.

There are public toilets just beyond the gate on your left.

Bear left at the lodge, then turn right, the car park on your right. 
Before the end of the car park, turn left onto a path which rises 
towards Spankers Hill Wood. The path climbs steadily to its summit 
at the left-hand edge of the wood, before descending slightly (with 
another car park over to the left) to pass between the two Pen Ponds.

Ascend past the ponds. Part-way up, the Capital Ring 
route branches to the left. At the top, leave the main path 

as it veers left. Continue to the cross-path on the ridge. Turn left, 
then after about 30m, take a fainter path off  to the right, making for 
the left-hand edge of a copse. As you reach the far side of the copse, 
you will see a wartime shelter on your right. Continue down to a 
major path, and bear left to exit the park through Cambrian Gate.

Descend Cambrian Road: at the bott om, cross Queen’s 
Road,go right and left, and enter Marlborough Road. At 

its end, cross Friars Stile Road to continue on Onslow Road. Pass 
through a traffi  c barrier and, where The Vineyard (street) comes in 
from the right, keep ahead, hugging the wall on your right, to enter 
Vineyard Passage, a pathway.

Descend Vineyard passage, to come out on Paradise Road. Turn 
right and immediately left to descend Eton Street on its right-hand 
pavement. At The Square, head straight across to take the litt le 
alleyway through to The Quadrant. Turn right along The Quadrant 
to Richmond station.

Richmond station is at the end of a branch of the District Line; 
Overground services to Willesden 
Junction, Highbury and Islington, 
and Stratford are also available, 
as well as mainline services to 
Waterloo. Buses run to many 
destinations, including Heathrow 
Terminal 5, Kingston, Ealing and 
Hammersmith.

All facilities are available in 
Richmond.

Wartime shelter in
Richmond Park

The summit of the path at 
Spankers Hill Wood 6.5

6.6

6.7


