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RAU
7

Richmond
to

Heathrow Terminal 5

Start Richmond Underground station — TW9  1EZ

Finish Heathrow Terminal 5 Underground station — TW6  2GA

Distance 17.69km

Duration 3 hours 41 minutes

Ascent 88m

Access Good public transport access throughout section.

Facilities All facilities available at start and end of section. Shops at Twickenham, Feltham 
and Bedfont en route.

7.1 Richmond Underground station 0m

7.2 Alleyway opp stn; L to Green; cross; R path at scissors; R on Old Palace Lane 
to river; R, and ascend to rd br; L to rbt; cross St Margaret’s Rd.

1760m

7.3 L (Winchester Rd); R (South Western Rd); L along edge of Moor Mead; R at 
pav to Cole Park Rd; L to London Rd; cross at jct and L over R Crane.

1290m

7.4 R; path between river and rly; R over river; L; under rly to Kneller Gdns. 1480m

7.5 Path beside R Crane to Hospital Bridge Rd 1240m

7.6 Beneath rds; ahead to cross Hanworth Rd; L to Pevensey Rd nature reserve.. 1660m

7.7 R through reserve; bear L onto path across Leitrim Park; cross Uxbridge Rd. 1360m

7.8 L/R onto path; R along Longford River to Feltham. 1180m

7.9 Cross High St; L; R; L alongside Asda; R to rly; L; R under rly; L alongside 
houses; at end of tarmac, L/R on path to go through squeeze on R.

1800m

7.10 Along R of bank; L;  R; bend L to Grovestile Waye; L; R on Grovestile Waye; 
L at war meml; L to cross Staines Rd;  L to church at Bell Lane.

1060m

7.11 R on Bell Lane; L on Stanwell Rd; cross A30; R to cross Stanwell Rd; Lto rbt.. 1220m

7.12 Continue on L pvt of Bedfont Rd; R on Riverside Rd to Rising Sun pub. 1700m

7.13 R over rivers; L to rbt; cross rd; R on W Perimeter Rd to Whitt le Rd. 1940m



7 – 2 Ring around the Underground – Richmond to Heathrow T5 © 2020-22 IG Liddell

This section of the route links 
the end of the District Line’s 

Richmond branch with the end of the 
Piccadilly Line at Heathrow Terminal 
5. Much of the fi rst two-thirds of the 
section is surprisingly green, following 
the River Crane and crossing an 
outlier section of Hounslow Heath 
(Leitrim Park). At Bedfont, however, 
you swap the twelfth century (in the 
form of its church) for the twenty-fi rst: 
just pavements all the way to the 

airport. Never mind — with no real distraction (except possibly the 
Rising Sun at Stanwell), a fi t walker can aim for an hour’s walk from 
Bedfont to Terminal 5.

The section may be broken up in several places — Twickenham, 
Hounslow Heath, Feltham, Bedfont and Stanwell all have transport 
links.

Richmond station has District Line, Overground  and mainline 
services. There are many bus routes from outside the station.

All facilities may be found in the vicinity of the station.

The town name has come from drift: Sheen, to the east, was the site 
chosen by Henry VII for a rebuilt royal palace (a fi re had destroyed 
the previous palace on the site, and there had been a royal residence 
in Sheen since the turn of the fourteenth century at the latest), and 
he named it Richmond Palace, in honour of his ancestral home of 
Richmond Castle in North Yorkshire. The housing development 
which grew up later to the west, between Sheen and the river, took 
the name Richmond from the palace.

From the station forecourt, cross the road directly outside 
at the light-controlled pedestrian crossing, and continue 

in the same direction along an alleyway (Old Station Passage). Turn 
left along the street at the far end of the alleyway (The Green), rising 

and falling as the road crosses the rail 
lines which are in a tunnel beneath. A 
redundant church is passed on your 
left, and the corner of Litt le Green is 
reached.

Take the tarmac path across the green 
from its corner. Cross Portland Terrace 
and continue ahead across Richmond 
Green. Half-way across, near the cricket 
square, veer slightly right where paths 
cross in scissor fashion to reach the 
western corner of Richmond Green.

Bear slightly right onto Old Palace 
Lane (do not be tempted down Garrick 

7.1

7.2

Richmond Green:
the scissors paths

Old Palace Lane
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Close with its prominent “private pavement” notice). 
Immediately, Old Palace Lane bends left to descend to 
the River Thames, passing the White Swan pub on the 
way.

Just before you reach the river, a plaque on the wall on 
your left tells of royalty at the Old Palace:

First occupied by Henry I in 1125
Edward III died here June 21 1377

The Palace was rebuilt by Henry VII
who died here April 21 1509

Queen Elizabeth also died here
March 24 1603

When you reach the river, glance to your left for a view 
upstream towards Richmond Bridge before turning 
right (downstream). The part of the riverside path 
between here and Richmond Bridge may be fl ooded at 
the highest tides, so be careful and, if necessary, consult 
tide tables.

Turn right (passing along the river frontage of the 
Palace), and pass beneath the railway bridge, then climb 
the steps to reach road level on Twickenham Bridge.

Turn left to cross the bridge, continuing on the left-hand 
pavement of Twickenham Road. Where the road bends 
slightly to the right, and Heathcote Road abuts it on the 
left, keep with the main road and continue to a roundabout.

Cross St Margaret’s Road, then take the next road on 
the left, Winchester Road, its vehicular access from 

Twickenham Road now stopped up. Pass the Turk’s 
Head pub on your right, and take the second road on 
the right, South Western Road, following its left-hand 
pavement. At the far end of this street, take a path ahead 
to reach Moor Mead.

Turn left to follow the edge of the recreation ground, 
crossing Hill View Road and continuing along Moor 
Mead Road. At a sports pavilion, take the path which 
bears off  to the right. You will pass a sculpture, The 
Self-made Man, carved from within the trunk of a 
lopped-off  tree. Follow the path into the corner of the 
park, then turn right to cross the River Crane by a 
footbridge.

On the other side of the bridge, turn left into Cole 
Park Road and follow its left-hand pavement out to its 
junction with London Road and, to the left of the few 
shops ahead, Whitt on Road. Take the bend to the left 
to stay on London Road, then cross to the other side of 
the road at the pedestrian crossing, and continue up the 

Moor Mead

Above: The Self-made Man

Below: the River Crane7.3
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right-hand pavement to a small 
piazza with fountains in front of 
a bar.

Ahead at the top of the rise is 
Twickenham station. From the 
bus stops on London Road, 
services run to Hounslow, and to 
Hammersmith via Brentford and 
Chiswick. The commercial heart 

of Twickenham lies beyond the station, some distance from the 
present route.

If you are arriving at Twickenham station, turn right onto London 
Road, crossing to the left-hand pavement at The Exchange, and 
continuing to a small piazza in front of a bar.

Follow round the circle of fountains to take a path to the 
right of the bar: it leads to the River Crane. Continue along 

this path into Twickenham Junction Rough, an area of land hemmed 
in by the River Crane on your right and the railway on your left. 
The path begins to keep closer to the railway than to the river, and 
comes to an end with a concrete footbridge over the tracks on your 
left. Here, turn right and cross the River Crane.

Turn left immediately to follow the riverside, with parkland to your 
right. The path bends left then right at the end of the park, and 
comes to an end at a crossing path. Turn left to pass beneath the 
railway into the Mereway nature reserve on a tarmac path. Take a 
path off  to the right (there are traffi  c bollards to stop vehicles from 
entering from Austin Road ahead) to enter Kneller Gardens, a park 
with sports facilities. Turn left in the gardens, then take a path which 
diverges off  to the right, making for the pavilion.

The pavilion boasts a café and toilets, but if you are making an 
early start from Richmond or Twickenham, you are likely to be 
disappointed on either count: the facilities are only open between 
1000 and 1800.

Bear left at the pavilion to pass to the right of some tennis 
courts. Cross Meadway to take up the broad path which 

runs the length of Crane Park.

The River Crane rises in Pinner (as 
Yeading Brook): it fl ows through 
Ickenham Marsh and Yeading 
before reaching Hayes, where it 
becomes the River Crane. It fl ows 
through Cranford (the river’s 
name is actually a back-formation 
from Cranford, like the River Rom 
at Romford), skirts the airport, 
and fl ows into the River Thames 
at Isleworth.

Wood sculpture, Crane Park

Piazza on London Road, 
Twickenham
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Shortly after entering Crane Park, there is an interesting 
wood sculpture on the left. Elsewhere in the park, there 
are twelve benches carved from fallen wood, each 
displaying  a nature-derived relief.

Follow the clear path as it runs between the river and 
housing. Where the housing is replaced by a sports 
“cage” up to the right, you will see the path ahead 
bifurcate. The right fork leads up to Hospital Bridge 
Road; the route keeps left to pass beneath the road.

There are bus services to Hounslow and Twickenham 
from the road.

Pass beneath Hospital Bridge Road, then 
beneath Great Chertsey Road. Soon, you will 

see footpath signs pointing to the riverside, while the 
main path takes higher ground on the right. Either 
route will lead you to the Shot Tower: your decision 
may be aided by the underfoot conditions, for the 
riverside route can become very muddy. The distance 
between Great Chertsey Road and the Shot Tower is 
about 800m. From the tarmac path, there are two exits 
from the park into Ellerman Avenue on the right before 
the Shot Tower is reached: just ignore them.

Though there was certainly a gunpowder works here, it is almost 
certain that the structure known as the Shot Tower did not in fact 
perform that function, but was a windmill to draw water back 
upstream to drive the works’ mills. In recent years, the structure’s 
offi  cial name (as prescribed by the local authority) has been the 
Brick Tower.

Continue along the tarmac path beyond the Shot Tower, passing 
another exit on the right, to reach Hanworth Road. Cross the 
road, and turn left. Cross the river to arrive at a small entry to a 
path which follows the river. Immediately beyond this point is 
the entrance to the (somewhat archaically-named) South West 
Middlesex Crematorium.

The 111 bus (on the long route between Kingston and Heathrow 
Central) has stops on Hanworth 
Road.

Turn off  Hanworth 
Road to the right on 

a path to enter Pevensey Road 
nature reserve — there’s no 
gett ing away from the mud this 
time. However, it is worth being 
suitably booted up, because the 
path is narrow and delightful as 
it weaves amongst the trees with 
the water on the right.

7.6

7.7

Shot Tower, Crane Park

Pevensey Road nature reserve
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After running parallel to the river for about 450m, the path bears 
more to the left and comes out into more open country. Ignore a 
path which goes off  to the right (north), and eventually, you will 
reach a crossing path (of the type that the Dutch call half-gehardte 
(half-hardened — they have lots of these paths). An equally accurate 
translation is sticky when wet.

Over to the left, this path reaches the corner of some houses; take 
the right-hand option and follow it as it bends gradually left and 
you are walking along the long middle of Leitrim Park. There is a 
school over on the right, and houses away to your left.

The path leads out onto Uxbridge Road; cross the road, turn left, 
and immediately right to pick up another half-hardened path.

Buses run on Uxbridge Road to Hatt on Cross and (shared between 
the two routes) all terminals at Heathrow.

The path on the south-west side of Uxbridge Road turns 
right to pass behind houses, and comes out onto Browell’s 

Lane. Turn left, and follow the left-hand pavement across the 
frontage of a school. Beyond the school gate, cross Browell’s Lane 
by a pedestrian crossing, and take the path through the small copse 
opposite to reach the corner of Alfred Road and Danesbury Road.

Take the left-hand pavement of Danesbury Road ahead. At a school 
on the left, the street-name changes to Cardinal Road: a litt le farther 
on, you will see the Cardinal Centre (NHS) on the left. Immediately 
beyond the Cardinal Centre, take a narrow path to the left, which 
then turns right to run alongside the Longford River.

The Longford River (always with the defi nite article) is an artifi cial 
waterway which takes water from the River Colne at Longford. It 
was constructed in the 1630s to feed the fountains and other water 
features at Hampton Court and Bushy Park.

Another older watercourse, the Duke of 
Northumberland’s River (again, with a defi nite article 
de rigueur), taps the Colne at Harmondsworth to power 
the Duke’s mills at Isleworth and his water features 
in Syon Park, with any water not needed for the latt er 
fl owing into the River Thames at the Town Wharf 
opposite Isleworth Ait.

Both rivers have had their courses changed by 
development, the most notable recent changes to 
accommodate the growth of the western and southern 
sections of Heathrow airport.

The path turns left to cross the Longford River, then 
turns right to lead out to Feltham High Street.

Feltham station lies over to the right ahead, with services 
to Waterloo. Buses travelling in the same direction 
serve Hounslow, Northolt, Hatt on Cross, Isleworth and 
Brentford.

Longford River, Feltham

7.8
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Cross the High Street, and turn left to reach a small precinct.

Turn right and pass through the precinct, bearing left at 
the end to walk alongside a large supermarket, with a car 

park on your right. When you reach the end of the building, turn 
right onto Tilley Road, then take the left bend onto Railway Terrace, 
to run parallel to the railway. Railway Terrace runs into Orchard 
Road: where this road bends away from the railway, keep straight 
ahead on a railside path. Keep to the path for 400m, then turn right 
to pass beneath the railway.

On the other side of the railway, advance to the houses and turn 
left on the path. Cross a road (Padstow Walk) at a vehicle barrier, 
and continue with houses on your right. When these houses come 
to an end, continue ahead, the path bearing gradually left.  As the 
three-storey fl ats of the Watermead estate loom up ahead and to 
your right, you will come to a squeeze-entry on the left.

Go through the squeeze onto a half-hardened path, bearing round 
to the right to pass the Watermead estate on your right. Take the 
next squeeze to the right to reach the south-western edge of the 
estate, and take the path ahead parallel to Sandy Drive.

At the end of the fi rst block of fl ats on Sandy Drive, take 
a path which crosses the low ridge of grass, bearing 

right at the far side to keep the houses of Bowden Court close on 
your left.

Turn left at the end of the houses, and follow the path to the end of the 
parkland, and out to Grovestile Waye. Turn left, cross Kilross Road, 
then turn right and cross Cedar Road. Follow the 
left-hand pavement out to Staines Road, and turn 
left to reach a light-controlled pedestrian crossing.

The petrol station ahead has a convenience shop.

Buses run from here to Hounslow.

Cross Staines Road at the crossing, and turn left. 
Take the path which leaves an area of green on the 
left, with Staines Road beyond. This path leads to 
the small twelfth-century Bedfont church, its age 
trumpeted in topiary. Continue ahead to reach 
Bell Lane.

Buses on Bell Lane run to Hatt on Cross.

The remaining walking to the airport is on the 
pavements of busy roads: there is no practical 
alternative. It is (only?) about an hour’s slog for a 
moderately fi t walker.

From the church, cross Bell Lane and 
turn right, passing the bus stop. Take 

the fi rst road on the left (Stanwell Road), keeping 
to its left-hand pavement. When you reach the 
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A30, cross by the divided light-controlled crossing, then turn right 
and cross Stanwell Road by a similar crossing.

Turn left to follow the right-hand pavement of Stanwell Road (after 
a few metres, there is no left-hand pavement). Just before you 
reach the roundabout at the animal quarantine centre, cross to the 
left-hand pavement.

Continue on this side of Bedfont Road (as the road is 
called here): soon, the road begins to run parallel to 

the Longford River. Cross Long Lane and Northumberland Close, 
and continue ahead to reach Clare Road at a petrol station.

The petrol station has a convenience shop.

The 203 bus service enters Bedfont Road from Clare Road, and 
serves Hatt on Cross and Hounslow.

Continue along Bedfont Road as far as Riverside Road. Take 
Riverside Road (no pavement, but not a busy thoroughfare) to the 
Rising Sun inn.

The inn is heavy on sports, and serves simple pub food.

Turn right at the Rising Sun inn to cross the Twin 
Rivers (Longford River fi rst, then the Duke of 

Northumberland’s River). Turn left to follow the left-hand pavement 
of the Southern Perimeter Road (there is no right-hand pavement). 
Just before a roundabout, cross to the other side of the road by a 
divided pedestrian crossing, then follow the right-hand pavement 
off  the roundabout and onto the Western Perimeter Road. Cross 

Woodcock Close and continue as far as Whitt le 
Road.

For the terminal, take Whitt le Road: you are soon 
engulfed in the bus station. For the Underground 
station, walk to the local bus stops (6 to 9) before 
turning right to enter the terminal building.

Western Perimeter Road 
approaching Whitt le Road
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