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RAU
8

Heathrow Terminal 5
to

Ealing Broadway

Start Heathrow Terminal 5 Underground station — TW6  2GA

Finish Ealing Broadway Underground station — W5  2NU

Distance 23.81km

Duration 4 hours 56 minutes

Ascent 110m

Access 
Train, Tube and bus at start and end of section. Piccadilly Line at start of section; 
Central and District Lines at end of section. Bus at West Drayton, Hayes, Norwood 
Green, Toplocks, Boston Manor and Northfi elds (also Tube at last two) en route.

Facilities All facilities available at start and end of section. Shops at Harmondsworth, West 
Drayton, Hayes, North Hyde, Toplocks, Boston Manor and Northfi elds en route.
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8.1 Heathrow Terminal 5 Underground station, S end of Whitt le Rd 0m

8.2 R pvt of W Perimeter Rd to NW perimeter exit; 1090m

8.3 N Perimeter Rd to fi rst rbt; L/R/L to A4. 1450m

8.4 L (Bath Rd) through Longford to Longfordmoor rbt. 1450m

8.5 Bath Road; R on path; keep Wraysbury River on L to lane; ahead to car park. 1980m

8.6 Ahead; R to Harmondsworth; L (ch on L); R through chyd; L; over M4; out 
on Litt le Benty; Rowan Rd to shops L to Wise Lane.

1900m

8.7 Ahead on path on R side of green; R at on Church Road to Station Rd. 1100m

8.8 R on Station Rd, then sharp L onto Kingston Lane; over rly and canal; down 
to towpath; L along canal to Iron Bridge Rd.

1810m

8.9 Towpath to Stockley Park. 1020m

8.10 Towpath to Hayes. 1510m

8.11 Towpath past Bull’s Bridge to Western Rd. 1710m

8.12 Towpath to Norwood Green. 1630m

8.13 Towpath past Toplocks to Three Bridges. 1650m

8.14 Descend towpath to Trumpers Way; cross rd; crushed-stone path ahead; R 
at fi rst path crossing; L at next path fork to deer sculpture.

1770m

8.15 Keep R of sports gd; L on Wyke Gdns; ahead to cross Boston Rd on Haslemere 
Ave opp;  R (Midhurst Rd); L into park (Fielding Walk); R/L into Green Ave.

1730m

8.16 Cross into Lammas Park; keep L to cross into Walpole Park;; keep R; exit on 
Ealing Green; L on High St; R on Ealing Broadway; L to stn.

1980m
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This section of the route links the end of the Piccadilly Line 
at Heathrow Terminal 5 with the end of the Central Line 

(and of the branch of the District Line) at Ealing Broadway. One the 
walker has shaken off   the airport’s shackles, there are woods and 
fi elds to the M4 north of Harmondsworth. After walking through 
West Drayton, the canal is followed for 9.8km to Trumpers Way, 
after which parkland and streets alternate to Ealing Broadway.

The section may be broken up in several places — Harmondsworth, 
West Drayton, Hayes, Toplocks, Boston Manor and Northfi elds all 
have transport links.

Heathrow terminal 5 is served by train and the Piccadilly Line, and 
by bus from many local hubs.

All facilities may be found in the airport terminal.

This section starts at the south end of Whitt le Road, at 
its junction with the Western Perimeter Road. Follow the 

pavement northwards along the perimeter road (that is, with the 
road to your left). Beyond the tunnel, where the pavement ends, 
cut across to the right to pick up the pavement on the far side of 
the access road to the bus station, continuing northwards. Beyond 
the runway approach lights, the perimeter road bends to the right, 
becoming the Northern Perimeter Road. There is a short link (no 
more than 50m) for buses and cycles across to the left to reach the 
Longfordmoor Roundabout. There are also signs which indicate that 
pedestrians should not use the link. Instead of 50m, the law-abiding 
pedestrian has almost 3km to walk.

Continue along the perimeter road to the fi rst roundabout, 
where turn left, following the 

pavements  which turn right, then left, to 
arrive on the A4. Turn left along the A4 to 
Bath Road.

There is a fast-food outlet here, and a small 
shop within the petrol station.

Bear left and follow Bath Road 
through Longford village to 

reach the other end of the bus/cycle link at 
Longfordmoor roundabout.

Cross Stanwell Moor Road, and 
continue along Bath Road, taking 

the pavement on its right-hand side. Pass 
a lorry depot on your right. Just beyond a 
bus stop, turn right onto an enclosed path 
between trees, following it to its end, where 
the path rises to meet the A4. Squeeze round 
to the left of the barrier to reach the road.

Cross the busy A4 with care, making for the 
lamp standard just to the left of the barrier 

8.1

8.2

Path from A4 through 
Harmondsworth Moor8.3

8.4

8.5
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on the far side of the 
road. Squeeze through 
between the lamp-post 
and the barrier to 
continue along the 
path. After about 400m, 
the path bends to the 
right, now running 
beside the Wraysbury 
River on your left. 
Follow the path out to 
a road, ignoring side 
paths. Take the road 
to the left, following it 
round a left-hand bend 
to a car park.

Press ahead to a T-junction, with allotments ahead. Turn 
right here, through the traffi  c barrier, onto Moor Lane. 

Pass a plinth honouring Sir Barnes Wallis (he of the bouncing 
bomb), and continue to the green at the centre of Harmondsworth.

If you need to break a journey here, you will fi nd bus stops 300m 
ahead, with services to Heathrow (central and Terminal 5), West 
Drayton, Hayes and Uxbridge.

There are two pubs and a convenience shop on the Green.

Turn left at the green, and pass across the front of the Five Bells Inn. 
Take the path to the right of the church: it bends to the right to cross 
the churchyard, then left at the far end of the churchyard.

This path leads directly to the M4, whose two carriageways are 
crossed by a double-humped 
footbridge. Cross the motorway, 
and come down to the houses at 
the south end of West Drayton.

Walk away from the motorway 
down the street called Litt le 
Benty: over the next junction it is 
called Rowan Road. Turn right at 
the end, still on Rowan Road, and 
follow it round to the left to the 
junction with Laurel Lane, by a 
pub and a few shops.

Here, there is a pair of bus 
stops served by the U3 route: 
to Heathrow Central in your 
direction of travel, and to West 
Drayton and Uxbridge in the 
opposite direction (from the stop 
adjacent to the shops).

Harmondsworth Green

Crossing the M4

8.6
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West Drayton: church
and gatehouse

Press ahead 
to a school 

gate and take a path 
ahead: do not take the 
next path half-left, but 
continue north the full 
length of the Closes 
park, passing tennis 
courts at the far end of 
the greenspace.

Exit the recreation 
ground onto Church 
Road, with a clear view 
ahead to the church.

St Martin’s church 
was established in the 
fi fteenth century. To the left, the imposing (and Grade II* listed) 
gatehouse was part of the Manor, once home of the de Burgh 
family. The gatehouse was erected around 1550; the house was 
demolished in 1750. In the church are several monuments to the 
de Burgh family (Lords of the Manor), and other features include a 
memorial window fashioned by Edward Burne-Jones.

Turn right and follow Church Road out to Station Road.

To your left, Station Road leads into the commercial centre of West 
Drayton, where there are all facilities. Buses travel in your direction 
to Uxbridge and Hayes, and West Drayton station is reached along 
this road (turn right onto Warwick Road). Across Station Road and 
to your right, there is a bus stop with links to Heathrow (central and 
Terminal 5) and Hounslow.

If you are arriving at West Drayton station, take the Warwick Road 
exit (southbound), then bear right, taking the two bends to reach 
Station Road, where turn left and follow the left-hand pavement to 
the end of Church Road.

From the end of Church Road, take Station Road in a 
south-easterly direction, with Drayton Hall (offi  ces) in its 

parkland on the right. At the next junction, turn left into Porters 
Way, then immediately left into Kingston Lane and follow it, 
passing a school on your left, to its far end, where a path continues 
ahead. Take this path, which crosses the railway line and the canal, 
and descends to Horton Bridge Road. Corkscrew round to the left 
to reach the canal towpath, and turn left to follow the canal for a 
total of 9.8km.

The fi rst staging-point on this towpath walk is Iron Bridge Road.

From the canal towpath at Iron Bridge Road, there is access 
northbound along the road to bus stops for Uxbridge, Hayes and 
Heathrow (central and Terminal 5).

8.7

8.8
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The quality of the towpath from 
here to Stockley Park is high (a 

condition of local planning permission 
grants). Beyond the two Stockley Road 
bridges, you will pass the main part of the 
Stockley Park Business Park before the 
buildings of Hayes encroach.

Stockley Park was built as a business park 
during the 1980s on the site of a waste tip, 
previously gravel beds and before that 
the estate of Dawley House, home (in the 
seventeenth century) of John Bennet, Baron 
Ossulston. In August 2020, the garden 
layout of the estate, which incorporate water 
features and hedged “rooms”, was given 
listed status. The London Loop route joins 
the canal towpath at Stockley Park.

Beyond Stockley Park, the 
towpath passes under two 

bridges (Dawley Road and Printing House 
Lane, before reaching the bridge at Station 
Road.

Hayes is probably best-known in popular 
memory for being the headquarters of EMI, 
where the records of the Beatles, Pink Floyd, 

and many other musical stars were pressed: the Old Vinyl Factory 
is gaining a new lease of life as a business centre. However, much 
more went on at the Hayes site, including the development of MRI 
techniques, funded by the profi ts from the records.

The large Nestlé factory (now demolished) was another household 
name in the area, though the locality never appeared on the 
packaging, and the local link remains just that — a link by locals 
for locals. In the fi rst half of the twentieth century, Hayes was one 
of the two centres of the Fairey Aviation company (the other was at 
Heaton Chapel, on the south side of Manchester).

Encouraged in part by the coming of the Elizabeth Line trains, many 
new residential and corporate buildings have sprung up in Hayes, 
replacing industrial sites within walking distance of the railway 
station.

Hayes and Harlington station is adjacent: there are bus stops at 
the station whose routes serve many local areas. All facilities are 
available in Hayes, just to the north of the canal.

East of Hayes Station Road Bridge, the canal continues 
beneath the railway and past the former Nestlé site, 

soon reaching an aqueduct over the River Crane. After passing 
beneath The Parkway (A312), the walker will reach Bulls Bridge 
junction.

Recent development, Hayes

8.9
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Here, the Paddington Arm of the Grand Union 
Canal makes its way northwards to serve north 
central London: it links with the Regent’s Canal 
at Litt le Venice, for connections to the Thames at 
Limehouse and to the Lea Valley.

Cross the bridge, and continue ahead to Western 
Road.

Beyond the Western Road bridge, 
the towpath runs parallel to a street 

called The Common, and there is a retaining wall 
at just the right height to make up for the lack of 
benches.

At the end of this stretch, just before the next 
bridge, there is a pub and a convenience shop.

The canal then takes a left-hand bend. Shortly after 
crossing a bridge over the entrance to Adelaide 
Dock (for canal maintenance craft), the next bridge 
(Wolf Bridge) announces your arrival at Norwood 
Green.

The 120 bus route, which links Hounslow with 
Southall and Northolt, crosses the bridge, stops 
are over to the right, where there are a few shops.

Continue in a straight line along the 
canal towpath, crossing another dock 

entrance. Havelock Road runs parallel on your 
left: just before the Hanwell Top Lock, there is an 
access out to the road.

There is a convenience shop (and a pharmacy) 
across the road, and there are bus stops on 
Havelock Road. The stop next to the canal serves 
Southall (by a remarkably complex route), while 
the stop on the far side of the road is almost the 
fi nal stop on the route, so need not concern us. 
The next public transport connection is at Boston 
Manor, more than 3km ahead (with a drop down 
the fl ight of locks and a climb up out of the Brent 
valley to the level of the housing.

Continue along the towpath, passing the lock and under a bridge 
to reach and pass a canal lock (number 91). About 300m ahead, you 
will reach a road bridge over the canal. But look over to your left, 
and you will see a single-track freight railway deep beneath. This 
crossing point is Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s remarkable Three 
Bridges site, a site historically signifi cant enough to have been 
designated as a scheduled monument.

The railway line running between Southall and Brentford was 
Brunel’s fi nal railway project (1856-59). There were two principal 

Top:
Paddington Arm (of the 

Grand Union Canal) from 
Bulls Bridge

Above:
Refl ection, Norwood Green

8.12
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obstacles in the way of the 
railway: the Grand Junction Canal 
(built in 1794, and now the Grand 
Union — look out for the old GJC 
mile-markers beside the towpath, 
with distances to Braunston, the 
main canal junction on the border 
between Northamptonshire and 
Warwickshire south of Rugby), 
and Windmill Lane, which led 
from Southall to the bank of the 
Thames at Isleworth. Brunel 
decided to meet both of these 
obstacles head on, and devised 
his railway route in order to create 
a three-decker bridge — road 
over canal over rail. The railway 
needed to be in a deep cutt ing, so 
that it would not spoil the view 
from Osterley Park. Large metal 
beams on a central brick pier 
carry the weight of the canal (in 
a trough 2.4m deep, a fl ange of 
which forms the towpath) and the 
road over the railway line.

Access to road level is on the 
east side of the bridge: it is worth 
going up to look at the structure 
from all of the available angles — 
though not, of course, from the 
railway.

Once again, the route 
continues along the 

towpath, with the brick wall of 
the what used to be the Hanwell 
County Asylum and what is still 
Ealing Hospital on your left, past 
fi ve locks. Just before the fi fth 
lock, notice a bricked-up arch in 
the wall. This used to be a canal 
access into the asylum. Ealing 

Hospital was reborn as a 1960s concrete block, and more recently, 
houses have been built in the more historic parts of the hospital 
estate.

Beyond the hospital land, you will drop down to the confl uence of 
the canal with the River Brent.

Here, section 8 of the Capital Ring, running anticlockwise, comes in 
from the left. You may decide to follow the Capital Ring to the left 

Looking north (top) and 
east (middle) from the 
towpath at Three Bridges: 
rail below, road above

Bott om:
Family outing on the canal 
near Trumpers Way bridge

8.14
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to reach Hanwell, where there are 
bus stops and other services.

Stay with the towpath, crossing 
the River Brent and advancing 
to the next bridge, at Trumpers 
Way. At this point, 9.8km from 
Horton Bridge, the route leaves 
the towpath.

Pass beneath the road, and turn 
left off  the towpath to enter the 
Brent River Park opposite. Bear 
right on the crushed stone path 
for 70m to the fi rst path crossing, 
where take the path on the right.

At the point on this path where 
there is a clear fork, after a further 
150m, take the left-hand (higher) 
option which soon opens out 
to take the right-hand side of 
a recreation ground. There is a 
metal deer sculpture beside the 
path.

Follow the path the length of the recreation ground. 
At the corner of the pitches, where a lesser track 

continues into woodland, it bends to the left to exit out to a road, 
Wyke Gardens.

This stub-end of a road leads out to Southwood Avenue. Cross over 
and take the broad path ahead to Boston Road.

If you fi nd that you have exited the part at a school, just continue 
ahead to Boston Road, turn right, and follow the road to the 
pedestrian crossing at the end of Haslemere Avenue.

Over to the right lies Boston Manor station, 300m distant: there 
are also shops and bus stops in the vicinity. Boston Manor House 
(after which the area 
is named) is a further 
500m away.

Boston Manor House 
is a Grade I listed 
Jacobean manor house 
which has links to, 
among others, the line 
of the Earls Spencer 
of Althorp and the 
merchant family of the 
Clitherows. Prior to the 
building of the Manor 

Metal sculpture in
Brent River Park

Fielding Walk

8.15
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House, the estate (previously seized from the Duke of Somerset) 
was given by Queen Elizabeth I to the Earl of Leicester, who started 
a sort of pass-the-hot-potato sequence until the Somerset taint was 
suffi  ciently distant.

The house and park have been held in public ownership since 1923.

Set off  along the tree-lined Haslemere Avenue from its junction with 
Boston Road. At the far end, having threaded your way through 
two traffi  c-control barriers, cross Midhurst Road and turn right 
to follow its left-hand pavement. After about 90m, turn left into 
Fielding Walk, a narrow park with a crushed stone path.

Follow the path to its end, where it leads out to Northcroft Road. 
Turn right, and after 25m, turn left into Green Avenue. Take this 
street to its far end, where it joins Northfi eld Avenue. Use the 
pedestrian crossing over to your right to cross Northfi eld Avenue.

Northfi elds station (Piccadilly Line) is 250m farther on along 
Northfi eld Avenue, and is surrounded by some shops. To the left, 
there are a few more shops, including a café on the corner of Green 
Avenue

Once over the pedestrian crossing, the route enters 
Lammas Park. Keep to the left-hand side of the park 

to its far end. Take the gate on the left which leads into Elers Road, 
and turn right to the junction with Culmington Road.

Cross Culmington Road at the refuge, and carry on ahead into 
Lammas Park Gardens. After 30m, turn left into Walpole Park.

Make your way straight across the park, ignoring two paths on the 
left, passing a sandpit playground, to reach a path crossing, with 
water ahead, and a stone bridge at the far end of the water feature.

Do not advance towards the bridge, but turn right over a simpler 
wooden footbridge. Beyond the bridge, the path turns left, then arcs 
gently right to pass to the right of Pitz hanger Manor, an art gallery.

Turn left across the frontage, 
then taking a path half-right 
to Matt ock Lane.

Here, you are in the 
midst of the commercial 
centre of Ealing, which is 
well provisioned with all 
services.

Cross Matt ock Lane, taking 
the path half-right ahead. 
Cross Bond Street to reach 
High Street ahead; turn 
left to reach the Broadway, 
where bear right along the 
right-hand pavement.

Architectural salvage
in Walpole Park

8.16
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Cross the road where it is safe (there is a light-controlled pedestrian 
crossing) and follow Broadway round to the left to rise to Ealing 
Broadway station.

Ealing Broadway station is a terminal station of the Central and 
District Lines. The station is also served by TfL Rail and Great 
Western services. This central area of Ealing has bus services to 
many locations in west London.


