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RAU
10

Uxbridge
to

West Ruislip

Start Uxbridge Underground station — UB8  1JZ

Finish West Ruislip Underground station — HA4  7DW

Distance 5.00km

Duration 1 hour 3 minutes

Ascent 36.7m

Access Tube at end of section. Tube and train at end of section. Bus at start and end of 
section, and at Uxbridge Common and Ickenham en route.

Facilities All facilities available at start of section, and at Ickenham en route; shops at end 
of section.

10.1 Uxbridge Underground stn. 0m

10.2 Through stn to bus stn; Bakers Rd; R on Belmont Rd; L on Fairfi eld Rd; R on 
Norfolk Rd; diag across common.

1340m

10.3 Over Park Rd; diag path over A40; R to Warren Rd; R on Swakeleys Dr. 1420m

10.4 L (pond on R); playgd on L; ahead; L (Ivy House Rd); R past shops. 1280m

10.5 L to West Ruislip stn. 850m
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This section of 
the route links 

the end of the Metropolitan 
Line at Uxbridge with the 
end of the Central Line at 
West Ruislip. The route 
mixes streets with parkland.

This section may be broken 
up if necessary — Uxbridge 
Common and Ickenham 
have bus links.

Uxbridge was an important 
stage post on the coach road 
to Oxford, which became 
the original line of the A40 
when road numbering was 

instituted in 1921: the evidence is still present in the many yards 
along the street, and in the Three Tuns, a coaching inn which has 
survived. The market hall opposite the station dates from 1789 — 
there is no market there today, although there are a few stalls in 
the “square” within the Pavilions mall. At the west end of the town 
centre (off  the current route), the Crown and Treaty inn occupies 
the Treaty House, where King Charles I made abortive att empts to 
conclude the Civil War through the Treaty of Uxbridge.

Uxbridge is served by Metropolitan Line trains; the adjacent bus 
station is the nexus of all local transport.

All facilities may be found in the vicinity.

This section starts at Uxbridge station, on the town’s 
High Street.

The current station is Uxbridge’s second Tube terminus: opened in 
1938, it replaced a station on Belmont Road, where the Sainsbury’s 
supermarket now stands. The high-vaulted interior was designed 
to echo the station at Cockfosters, at the other end of the extended 
Piccadilly Line.

The stained glass windows, seen when exiting the station 
onto High Street, are by Ervin Bossányi, an Austro-Hungarian 
emigré (via Germany): the designs incorporates the heraldry of 
Buckinghamshire (the swan), and of the pair of long-defunct local 
government entities that were Middlesex County Council and 
Uxbridge Urban District Council. Bossányi also designed glass 
found in Canterbury Cathedral, the Tate Gallery, the University of 
London’s Senate House (see also Charles Holden below), and in the 
Woodrow Wilson Memorial Chapel of the National Cathedral in 
Washington DC.

The “winged wheel” sculptures above the entrance are by Joseph 
Armitage The semi-circular forecourt allowed a turning circle for 

10.1

10.2

Uxbridge Tube station
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the trolleybuses which ran the line between Shepherds Bush and 
Uxbridge, the route now covered by the 607 bus service, and one of 
only seven TfL routes in the 600-699 range which are not reserved 
for schools services.

The overall design of the station is by the redoubtable Charles 
Holden (1875-1960), and takes its place in the long list of his commissions 
from London Underground. Most of his station buildings may be seen in 
the 1930s extensions of the Piccadilly Line and the Northern Line. Holden 
was born in Bolton, and his early work portfolios had commissions from 
William Hesketh Lever (later ennobled as Lord Leverhulme) for his 
company village of Port Sunlight on the Wirral. He has important works 
in Bristol, but his best-known work is in London. Apart from the stations, 
55 Broadway was designed by Holden as a headquarters block (built on 
top of St James’s Park station) for London Transport, and Senate House 
(sometimes known as the London Lubyanka) for the federal headquarters 
and library of the University of London in Bloomsbury.

If the station is open, start this section by walking into it, towards 
the barrier (looking back to see the Bossányi glass), then taking the 
stairs or ramp on the left to reach the bus station.

If the station is closed, go round the side of the station via the gold 
postbox and Bakers Yard.

Follow Bakers Road to its end, and turn right up Belmont Road, 
using its right-hand pavement. Cross York Road, and continue up 
Belmont Road.

To the right, you will see the supermarket on the site of the old Tube 
terminus: its car park was largely covered by a goods shed.

Climb to the corner of Hermitage Primary School, then cross 
Belmont Road (there is a refuge, and a pedestrian crossing a short 
distance ahead), and take Fairfi eld Road opposite, following its Uxbridge Common,

with water tower
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right-hand pavement. 
Take Norfolk Road 
on the right to rise to 
Uxbridge Common.

Cross the 
ditch by 

the plank bridge (just 
to the left of the end 
of Norfolk Road), then 
bear half-right to cross 
the common to its far 
corner on Park Road, 
leaving by another 
plank bridge in the 
corner.

Cross Park Road to the 
bus stop opposite. Behind the bus shelter, take a path which sets off  
to the north-east, and trends slightly right after about 200m (keep a 
line of trees on your left). If the direct route is blocked by sporting 
activity, simply follow the rough vehicle track which bends round 
the right-hand side of the playing area to reach the line of trees.

The path then drops for some way, keeping to the left-hand side 
of another large meadow (there are good views towards the tall 
buildings of the City and Docklands — and, of course, the Shard), 
then bearing left through some scrub to reach a tarred path. Take 
this path to the right to reach the footbridge over the A40 (Western 
Avenue).

Western Avenue was planned as far back as 1912 
as a by-pass for through traffi  c, avoiding Ealing, 
Southall and Uxbridge town centres: it fi nally 
opened in 1943, ending at Denham, where the 
original line of the A40 was resumed towards 
Gerrards Cross and, eventually, the Fishguard 
ferry terminal for services to Ireland (the main 
reason for the high importance of the road).

After crossing the A40, turn sharp right (facing 
back towards London). Follow a school perimeter 
on your left through two sides (turning left away 
from the A40 after 300m) to reach Warren Road. 
Continue ahead, bearing right to reach Swakeleys 
Drive at a pedestrian crossing. Cross over, and 
turn right.

Immediately after crossing a bridge 
over the River Pinn, take a path on 

the left. Follow the clear straight tarred path, with 
an ornamental pond immediately on your right; 
at the head of the pond, continue ahead on a path 

Approaching the A40 bridge

10.3

Jubilee obelisk, Ickenham

10.4
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which trends right, passing a children’s play area on the left, and 
the Jubilee Gardens obelisk (2012: the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee) to 
reach Milton Road.

Follow Milton Road to its junction with Ivy House Road, where 
turn left and follow Ivy House Road to its end at Swakeleys Road.

There are bus stops to the left, with services to Uxbridge and Ruislip, 
which may be useful if you really need a break so close to the end 
of this short section.

This point marks the start of the commercial centre of Ickenham, 
which has shops and restaurants.

Turn right along Swakeleys Road, passing through the shopping 
area. When you reach the junction with Long Lane, do not cross 
Swakeleys Road, but continue ahead to cross Long Lane.

From this point, you may reach Ickenham station (Metropolitan 
Line) by turning right on Long Lane, then turning left on Glebe 
Avenue. The bus stop here serves, alliteratively, Hillingdon, Hayes 
and Heathrow Central.

Turn left on Ickenham High Road (the street name 
changes at the junction) to pass the ornate village 

pump, and then the less ornate village pond. Continue on the right-
hand pavement to rise to West Ruislip station.

West Ruislip station has Central Line and Chiltern Railways services; 
there are buses to Ruislip, Uxbridge and Heathrow.

Ickenham:
pump (left) and pond (right)
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