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RAU
11

West Ruislip
to

Amersham

Start West Ruislip Underground station — HA4  7DW

Finish Amersham Underground station — HP6  5AZ

Distance 26.53km

Duration 5 hours 51 minutes

Ascent 326m

Access Train, Tube and bus at start and end of section. Bus at South Harefi eld, Denham, 
Chalfont St Peter, Chalfont St Giles and Old Amersham en route.

Facilities Shops at start of section; all facilities at end of section. Shops at Howlett s Lane, 
South Harefi eld, Chalfont St Peter and Chalfont St Giles en route.
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11.1 West Ruislip station 0m

11.2 NE on High Rd; L on Clack Lane; after 660m, R at fork, on Hillingdon Trail 
(HT) then take fb  L; ahead at fm; R to lane; HT to Ladygate Lane; 

1890m

11.3 L; R across Howlett s Lane; at rbt; half-L on Bury St; R to Ruislip Lido. 1300m

11.4 Ahead almost to summit; L through woods to cross Ducks Hill Rd. 1270m

11.5 Descend to broad track; R uphill; at fourth crossing track, L to cross brook 
and exit to rd; R/L; R through car park; clear path to HT jct.

1840m

11.6 Ahead to Harefi eld ch; L to cemy. 1950m

11.7 Ahead to cross Harvil Road; L to rbt; R to Green Bridge. 1760m

11.8 Ahead; R on Link Way; cross A412; ahead with S Bucks Way (SBW) on 
Denham Green Lane; R on Tilehouse Lane to caravan site.

1880m

11.9 Ahead to Denham Grove. 1660m

11.10 Ahead to Old Shire Lane (path). 1280m

11.11 L; L on path to and under M25. 1640m

11.12 Ahead to rd; R for 300m; half-L across golf course; ahead to scout camp. 1550m

11.13 L; R; L on Chiltern Hill; R on High St to centre of Chalfont St Peter. 1350m

11.14 L at rbt and immediately R (Church Lane); ahead to track R to Old Mead. 1310m

11.15 Ahead to Chalfont St Giles. 1840m

11.16 Ahead (SBW) to Bott om House Farm Lane. 1940m

11.17 Ahead; R on farm rd across river. 1690m

11.18 L on path to London Rd. 1040m

11.19 Cross rd; through to Station Rd; cross; R up edge of fi eld; into wood; cross 
path; ahead; R at end of wood on Station Rd; L under rly; R to stn.

1340m
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This section of the route links the end of the Central 
Line at West Ruislip with the end of the Metropolitan 

Line at Amersham. The route is mainly rural, with short urban 
sections, principally at the start and end of the section.

For a time in the 1930s, West Ruislip looked as if it would lose 
its terminal status, as plans were laid for the Central Line to be 
extended to Denham, with an intermediate station at the bridge 
on Harvil Road. The Second World War intervened, and the plans 
were not resuscitated after the end of hostilities. In any case, the 
widening or doubling of the Colne viaduct would have been 
expensive. More recently there have been calls for the Central Line 
to be diverted to end in Uxbridge along current tracks, or (more 
ambitiously) at Heathrow Terminal 4, with intermediate stops at 
Ickenham, Hillingdon, Uxbridge St Andrews, Brunel, West Drayton 
and Heathrow Terminal 5.

The section may be split in several places, with bus links at 
Breakspear Road, South Harefi eld, Denham, Chalfont St Peter, 
Chalfont St Giles and Old Amersham.

West Ruislip is served by Chiltern Railways and the Central Line, 
and by bus services from Uxbridge, Ruislip and Heathrow Central.

Shops may be found in the vicinity: in particular, there is a small 
supermarket to the south. There is a standard fi lling-station shop 
just after the start of this section.

Cross Ickenham High Road by 
the divided crossing at West 

Ruislip station, and turn right to descend 
off  the bridge. Take the fi rst road on the left 
(just before reaching a fi lling station on the 
right). After 85m, the roadway ends. Take 
the metalled path straight ahead.

This thoroughfare is listed as Clack Lane on 
the Ordnance Survey map, but also appears 
as Clacks Lane or Clack’s Lane elsewhere). 
It is an ancient highway, and is rich in fl ora 
and fauna. During the research for this part 
of the route, a wren kept up a barrage of 
scolding as I moved through its territory in 
the hedgerow.

After 150m, Hill Lane goes off  to the right, 
taking the metalled path (and the horses, 
and the cyclists) with it. Continue ahead on 
a crushed stone path for 400m, where the 
path forks. You are by this point following 
the Hillingdon Trail.

Take the right fork (away from the golf 
course), and after 80m, turn left to cross the 

11.1

11.2
Clack Lane
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River Pinn and enter a long fi eld with an electrical power cable 
overhead the length of the fi eld. To the left of this long fi eld, there 
is an enclosed lane — another section of the ancient highway which 
you have followed as Clack Lane. When the path reaches the hedge 
on the left, you will fi nd an exit onto the lane, where turn right 
between the hedges.

Here, the diversity of the hedgerow is at its peak. Ash, blackthorn 
(sloe), hawthorn and wild rose proliferate.

The lane comes out to the end of Tile Kiln Lane, with Old Clack 
Farm on your right. There is a postbox set into the wall in front of 
the house.

Continue ahead to cross a stile (still following the Hillingdon Trail) 
into a fi eld. Bear right to follow the right-hand edge of the fi eld. 
A few metres beyond a broad plank bridge which leads into the 
fi eld on the right, turn right onto an enclosed path. At fi rst, there 
are housebacks on your left, then after a left-hand bend, there are 
housebacks on both sides. Follow this path out between schools to 
Ladygate Lane.

Turn left on Ladygate Lane, crossing to the right-hand 
pavement at the pedestrian crossing. Pass the bowling 

club on your right, then Westwood Close on your left. 

Turn right onto a footpath (R142) and follow it through to Wheelers 
Drive, then ahead on Wallington Close. At the end of this road, 
continue on a path to reach and cross Howlett s Lane.

Over to the left, there is a small cluster of shops, with a newsagent, 
convenience shop, and pharmacy.

Continue along the Hillingdon Trail across the green to reach the 
corner of Breakspear Road and Bury Street at a mini-roundabout.

The bus stops on 
Breakspear Road (just 
on your left at the 
roundabout) are served 
by the 331 bus: on the 
left (next to the green) 
towards Ruislip, and 
across the road (at the 
end of Withy Lane) to 
Northwood, Harefi eld 
and Uxbridge.

The bus stop on the far 
side of Bury Street (to 
your right) is served 
by the H13 route to 
Ruislip. The other stop 
on Bury Road serves 
the Lido only.

11.3

Approaching Howlett s Lane
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The fi lling station on the roundabout has the usual kind of shop for 
such businesses.

Keep the fi lling station, then the fi re station, on your left as you 
begin to ascend Bury Street, and turn right onto Reservoir Road, 
using the refuge just beyond the junction to reach it. Pass the Ruislip 
Lido dam on your right, and continue along Reservoir Road to a 
pub on the right.

As well as the pub (which serves standard chain-pub fare), there are 
public toilets and the terminus of the H13 bus (for Ruislip) here. At 
the dam, there is a kiosk, but its hours seem to be variable. There is 
a miniature railway which goes round the lake to Woody Bay, the 
sandy beach you may see across the lake (where there is a café and 
some toilets).

The lake was created to ensure an adequate water supply for the 
canal system, and has been used for recreation for some time. Jon 
Pertwee was one of the instigators of a water-ski club. Along the 
dam, there is a representation of the solar system, with the planets 
spaced to scale.

Beyond the pub, the road splits, accessing the car park 
on the left and the miniature railway on the right: there 

is a height restriction on each of these. Between the two, go through 
a gate onto a meadow, with an asphalt path.

Between this point and Bayhurst Woods, Hillingdon Trail signage is 
not internally consistent: the brown metal fi ngerposts, thick square 
wooden stumps, and orange waymarks do not agree.

Follow the path ahead almost to its summit, where a path goes off  
at right angles, leftwards.

This area of unimproved heathland is Poor’s Field, which has 
been grazed in common for more than 700 years. There is a seat 

Ruislip Lido, pub and play 
area seen from the dam

11.4
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at the summit, from which you may look over 
the northern half, before returning to the turn to 
continue the route.

The path leads into Copse Wood, one of the parcels 
which make up the ancient Ruislip Woods. Climb 
to the summit, and carry on ahead until you reach 
Ducks Hill Road: the crossing (with controls for 
pedestrians and equestrians) is a few metres to the 
left.

Go to the far left corner of the car park 
opposite, and descend on a path which 

trends left. On reaching the main track through 
these woods, turn right, soon passing a simple 
bench on the left. Continue on this track through 
Mad Bess Wood (named after a gamekeeper’s 
wife who considered poachers to be her game of 
choice) to the fourth main crossing track, where 
turn left to descend to a small brook at a pipe-
bridge. Cross the brook, and rise to emerge onto 
Breakspear Road North. Cross the road to the 
access road for the car park at Bayhurst Woods.

Follow the access road upwards, and turn right 
into the car park. Follow the obvious path from the 

far end of the car park, keeping just inside the woodland. In time, 
the Hillingdon Trail joins from the left, and its signpost confi rms 
the way straight ahead.

Follow the Trail, descending to become a hedged 
lane, then rising to a path junction where the southern 

driveway to Breakspear House joins from 
the left.

Do not take the driveway, but cross a stile 
to continue with the Trail. When you reach 
the top of the slope, bear right along the 
ridge, then strike left, and left again at a 
path junction, to descend past some lakes to 
Harefi eld church.

There is a mention of a priest here in the 
Domesday Book (1086), and the current 
building was erected in the late eighteenth 
century. There are fi ne monuments inside, 
particularly that of Alice, Dowager Countess 
of Derby, whose husband was the victim of a 
political murder in 1594.

The church has been used for location 
fi lming, notably in The Ruling Class (1972), 
with Peter O’Toole, Arthur Lowe, William 
Mervyn and others.

Harefi eld church fl ies the 
Southern Cross each year
on ANZAC Day

Tree in Mad Bess Wood

11.5
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Turn left at the church’s 
access road. In just a few 
paces, you will reach an 
impressive stone gate, 
proclaiming the presence 
of the Australian Military 
Cemetery.

This part of the village 
churchyard contains in 
its rectangle the graves 
of over 100 soldiers and 
a nurse, all of whom had 
died at the Australian 
Military Hospital in 
Harefi eld during the 
Great War. On ANZAC 
Day (25 April) each year, a commemorative service is held in the 
church; this service is att ended by diplomats representing Australia, 
New Zealand, and Tonga; after the service, children from the 
primary school in Harefi eld lay their posies on the graves in a most 
poignant ceremony. The scroll design for the headstones is unique 
in Great War cemeteries.

Continue along a track, bending right to emerge onto 
Harvil Road at a bus stop.

From the bus stop you meet as you emerge onto Harvil Road, the 
331 and U9 services run to Uxbridge, the former via Denham, the 
latt er via Swakeleys. Across the road, the 331 serves Northwood 
and Ruislip.

Cross the road and turn left to reach a mini-roundabout.

There are no shops on the route between here and Chalfont St Peter, 
almost 9km ahead. On the Moorhall Road fl ank of the litt le shopping 
parade, there is a well-stocked convenience shop (with ATM) and 
a fi sh-and-chip shop (both have the author’s hearty endorsement).

Ahead on Harvil Road, there is another bus stop for the U9 to 
Uxbridge, while on Moorhall Road, a matching pair of stops is 
served by the 331 route.

Cross Moorhall Road to the side with the shops. Take the left-hand 
pavement downhill past the Uxbridge-bound bus stop. The road 
crosses the Grand Union Canal, and passes a pub (with its bus 
stops). Follow the pavement to the Green Bridge, which spans the 
River Colne.

Continue ahead as far as a crossroads, with Savay Lane 
on the left and Link Way on the right. Cross over to 

take Link Way to its end (following the South Bucks Way, as you 
will almost far as Old Amersham), and out onto the A412 (bett er 
known locally as the North Orbital Road, or Denham Way).

Australian Military 
Cemetery and church, 

Harefi eld

11.7
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By following the North Orbital Road to the 
left, you will soon reach a parade of shops 
(with café), a bus stop on the 331 route, and 
Denham station on the main Chiltern line 
between Marylebone and Birmingham.

This is a long subsection with no facilities 
until Chalfont St Peter is reached: walkers 
should appreciate this fact before leaving 
South Harefi eld.

Cross the North Orbital Road with care, using 
the refuge provided, and follow Denham 
Green Lane opposite to its top, where it 
meets Tilehouse Lane. Turn right and follow 
Tilehouse Lane, passing the airfi eld on your 
left, to reach the entrance to Northmoor Hill 
Wood caravan site. 

Follow Tilehouse Lane ahead to 
Denham Grove (still marked on 

most maps as its previous title of Durdent 
Court) on your right. Ignore the signs 
indicating the closure of the road. 300m 
beyond Denham Grove, just where the hedge 
on the left comes to an end (and where the 
road is closed), turn left onto a footpath. This 

is Old Shire Lane, still on the boundary between Buckinghamshire 
(on your left) and Hertfordshire (on your right). The South Bucks 
Way signage will help you stay on track.

Follow Old Shire Lane for 1.1km as it trends right, 
reaching a crossing of paths. Take the path to the 

left (the way ahead is disrupted by HS2 works — follow the posted 
diversion instructions): it bends to the right and then turns to pass 
beneath the M25.

On the far side of the motorway, the path turns 
left to come out onto Denham Lane by a gate. Turn 

right, and follow Denham Lane 
for about 300m (if you reach 
Tim’s Dairy, you have overshot) 
to take a path half-left across a 
golf course, where not a blade of 
grass, nor a speck of sand, is less 
than perfectly arranged.

There are white posts to guide 
the walker, though the arrows 
on them are not particularly 
accurate. Cross the fi rst fairway 
in front of the green when you are 
not disrupting play (the direction 

Old Shire Lane

11.9

11.10

11.11Gerrards Cross Golf Club



© 2020-22 IG Liddell Ring around the Underground – West Ruislip to Amersham 11 – 9

of play here is right to 
left), and turn right along 
the side of the fairway. 
Just before you reach a 
bunker on the right, you 
will see a white post: the 
path bends left here to 
pass through a copse on 
the left. Cross the next 
fairway with a green to 
your right, then (at the 
fi nal white post) enter 
more woodland, bending 
slightly right within the 
trees.

Here, there are chain-link 
fences to left and right, 
with warnings which are even sterner than those at the golf club.

Whoever could be responsible for strident disciplinarianism? It is 
the Scout Association, whose camp buildings are adjacent.

Turn left at the end of the trees, then follow a clear 
path to the far side of the fi eld. Turn right to keep 

within the fi eld (do not stray into the next one to the west). When 
this path reaches some houses, take the fi rst turning on the left onto 
Chiltern Hill (a street).

Follow Chiltern Hill down to cross the A413 on a bridge. At the 
end, turn right into High Street (to the left, the street name is Lower 
Road), which leads to a mini-roundabout in the centre of Chalfont 
St Peter.

Near the end of Church Lane, there are bus stops for Uxbridge on the 
left (as you stand with your back to the roundabout) and Amersham 
or High Wycombe (on the right, next to Church Lane). Buses run an 
hourly service to each of Amersham and High Wycombe; there are 
two buses per hour to Uxbridge via Gerrards Cross. There are no 
buses on a Sunday.

There are shops and refreshment opportunities in Chalfont St Peter, 
the fi rst on the route since South Harefi eld.

Go left at the roundabout and immediately right 
onto Church Lane. When you reach allotments on 

the right, continue ahead on the South Bucks Way. Beyond the 
allotments, there are sportsfi elds: carry on ahead keeping a cricket 
pavilion on your left, then tennis courts on your right, following the 
South Bucks Way signage. About 600m beyond the tennis courts, 
cross over a crossing path which leads, on the right, to Old Mead.

The way ahead is clear: even when there are two 
parallel paths, they both come out at the same 

Descending Chiltern Hill

11.12
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place, though it should be said that 
the left-hand option is usually slightly 
less muddy. Eventually, you will reach 
housing on the left. When faced with 
housing ahead (a two-storey block 
from the latt er half of the twentieth 
century), turn right, then left to pass 
alongside a churchyard. Bear half-
left at the lychgate to enter Chalfont 
St Giles High Street through a covered 
passageway.

Up High Street to the left is Milton’s 
Cott age, the poet’s only surviving 
home, and the house in which he wrote 
Paradise Lost.

There are bus stops in the High Street 
for High Wycombe (right to left) and 
Uxbridge (left to right): it is essentially 
an hourly service Monday to Saturday. 

If you follow High Street to the right, you will reach London 
Road where bus stops also serve the route between Uxbridge and 
Amersham. This is also an hourly service Monday to Saturday, so 
London Road has two buses per hour to Uxbridge via Gerrards 
Cross. There is no Sunday service on either route.

There is a good range of shops and opportunities for refreshment in 
Chalfont St Giles.

Cross High Street and turn right on the left-hand 
pavement. Immediately before you reach the 

Uxbridge-bound bus stop, turn left onto Stratt on Chase Drive (not 
Up Corner which precedes it) continue to follow the South Bucks 

Way — let its signage be 
your guide again.

Where the driveway 
swings left, carry on 
ahead. Without changing 
direction, you will join, 
then leave, Mill Lane.

Keep to the valley fl oor all 
the way, ignoring the left 
turn taken by the Chiltern 
Way, which is coincident 
with the South Bucks 
Way on the route out of 
Chalfont St Giles. The 
next road to be crossed 
is Bott om House Farm 
Lane.

Chalfont St Giles church

The South Bucks Way 
approaches Chalfont St Giles

11.15



© 2020-22 IG Liddell Ring around the Underground – West Ruislip to Amersham 11 – 11

Chequers Inn at Bury End, 
Old Amersham

Martyrs’ Memorial, 
Amersham

The Ivy House Inn lies 450m 
from this point: turn right 
on Bott om House Farm Lane 
and left on London Road. 
The inn provides sustenance 
and accommodation.

Next to the inn, there are bus 
stops for the service running 
hourly (but not on Sunday) 
between Amersham and 
Uxbridge — for Uxbridge, 
use the stop on the same 
side of the road as the inn.

Continue in the same 
direction after crossing the 
lane, passing the household waste station across the river, until 
(about 3.5km from Chalfont St Giles, or 1.5km from Bott om House 
Farm Lane), you come to the access road for Quarrendon Farm 
(which is up to your left). Bear right on this track to cross the River 
Misbourne.

Turn left on the riverside path. The path passes 
beneath the A413, then pushes on to London Road, 

opposite the Chequers Inn.

Across the road, there is a bus stop for the hourly 
service (not on Sundays) to Uxbridge. On the side of 
the road where you join it, buses run to Amersham and 
Chesham.

Cross the road, pass the front of the 
Chequers, and emerge through a gap 

between the buildings onto Station Road. Cross the 
road, and take the path opposite. When you emerge 
from the houses, turn right to climb the right-hand 
side of two fi elds to reach the Martyrs’ Memorial, a 
reminder of the religious intolerance of the sixteenth 
century (and which remains to this day, sometimes 
with diff erent team names and uniforms).

Continue to ascend, to the left of the monument, to 
enter Parsonage Wood. Cross a path to keep within the 
woodland, and continue to its northern edge, always 
taking the upwards option, until you see a memorial 
bench off  to the left at the summit.

Here turn right, descending towards a road on the left 
with a railway bridge. Before you reach the railway 
bridge, though, turn right to follow another path, 
which becomes a hard lane, to reach Station Road; turn 
left to pass beneath the railway, and then turn right to 
climb to the forecourt of Amersham station.

11.16

11.17



11 – 12 Ring around the Underground – West Ruislip to Amersham © 2020-22 IG Liddell

The railway station was opened in 1892 when the Metropolitan 
Railway was extended to Aylesbury. In 1960, the line was electrifi ed 
as far as Amersham, and it was decided that stations between 
Amersham and Aylesbury would be served by British Rail trains 
only (today, by Chiltern Railways). Amersham is the highest point 
on today’s Tube network, at 147m above sea level — a fact which 
will not be disputed by anyone who has just walked the route from 
the Chequers.

Amersham is the terminal station of its branch of the Metropolitan 
Line. There are two trains per hour to Baker Street, and two Chiltern 
Railways trains per hour to Marylebone. Buses run from outside 
the station to High Wycombe and Hemel Hempstead (seven days 
a week), and to Uxbridge and Watford (no service on Sundays or 
Bank Holidays).

The centre of Amersham has all facilities.

Amersham station


