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RAU
13

Chesham
to

Watford

Start Chesham Underground station — HP5  1DH

Finish Watford Underground station — WD18  7LE

Distance 18.22km

Duration 4 hours 04 minutes

Ascent 249m

Access Train and bus at start and end of section.

Facilities All facilities near start and end of section. Pub at Sarratt  en route.

131 Chesham stn. 0m

13.2 N; R up path; path on R over fi elds; R; L; R; descend to rd. 1520m

13.3 L on road; R over fb . L on Chess Valley Walk (CVW) to Broadwater Bridge. 1980m

13.4 L/R on CVW to Frith Wood; R/L over stile; ascend to Cave Dell on L. 1940m

13.5 Ahead to Latimer House; R down driveway to br at Latimer Park. 1710m

13.6 L (river on R); cross road; cross ahead (CVW) to Chenies Bott om. 1190m

13.7 Ahead to Valley Fm; join farm access rd 1230m

13.8 E to Sarratt  Bott om; L; R on path rising to Church End, Sarratt . 1630m

13.9 Ahead on rd/path to fm; ahead to M25; L before br; R at rd; over M25. 1420m

13.10 L on path to Chandler’s Cross. 1640m

13.11 Ahead; ahead on Rousebarn Lane to Whippendell Wood; L next to fence; R 
at Leeswood Cott ages to main track; L for 600mto fork; ahead to Jacott s Hill.

1890m

13.12 Ahead down Lime Avenue to canal. 870m

13.13 Cross canal and river; R on path by river through Cassiobury Park; L at 
corner of grassland to car park gate; R; L on Cassiobury Park Ave to stn.

1200m
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This section of the route links the ends of the 
Metropolitan Line at Chesham and Watford. The route 

is rural, following the Chess Valley at fi rst, then by farmland and 
woodland to Cassiobury Park, then on to Watford station.

It is curious to think that Chesham station predates the station at 
Amersham. The Metropolitan Railway, pushing north-west into the 
Chiltern Hills, decided to build towards a link with the London and 
North-Western Railway at their station to the east side of Tring. The 
railway company bought up land for the line and for speculative 
housing, but by the time they had reached Chesham, the company’s 
eyes had shifted their focus to Aylesbury, via Amersham. The line 
beyond Chesham was never built.

There are two trains per hour to Chesham from Baker Street. Buses 
from Hemel Hempstead, High Wycombe and Uxbridge may be 
found at the Broadway (near the foot of Station Road).

All facilities may be found around the Broadway.

Walkers should note that, once Chesham is left behind, this is a 
section almost entirely without refreshment facilities. There is one 
opportunity to split the section at Latimer House: this necessitates a 
1.6km walk-out to Chalfont and Latimer station (and, of course the 
same walk-in to pick up the route again).

From Chesham station, follow The Backs, which 
contours the side of the hill — do not descend Station 

Road (except to visit shops, bank, etc.), but continue between a 

13.1

13.2

View over Chesham towards 
Chesham Vale
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supermarket on the left and its car park on 
the right. At the end of the car park, take a 
path (which starts with some steps) on the 
right. This ascends, and crosses the entry to 
the White Hill Centre before veering to the 
left, climbing all the time.

Just before a summit is reached on the path, 
turn right to pass through the fi rst of many 
kissing gates, and ascend the fi eld. At a 
further kissing gate, continue ahead across 
another fi eld. Follow the waymark to turn 
right;at the end of the fi eld, go deep into the 
corner to fi nd another path leading off  to 
your left. At the end of that fi eld, turn right to 
head downhill, with a hedge on your right. 
Pass through a gap in the hedge to continue 
your descent in a green lane (which is often 
muddy). At the bott om, with houses ahead, 
take a kissing gate to squeeze between the 
houses and descend to the road along the 
Chess Valley, here called Waterside.

Cross the road, and turn left to 
follow its right-hand pavement past an ex-pub, until a 

footbridge on the right takes you across the River Chess. Bear left 
to pass a leisure centre, and cross Bois Moor Road onto Chesham 
Moor. Follow the  Chess Valley Walk signs, 
keeping close to the river on your left, 
through woodland (but with the sound of 
the valley road very audible to your left).

At a weir, turn left and right to continue with 
the river on your right, still following the 
Chess Valley Walk. After another 350m, turn 
left on a path to the road, where turn right, 
following the pavement where there is one, 
and staying on the right where there is none.

This road-walk lasts for 500m. About 50m 
before you leave the road, just past Milk Hall 
Barns, there is a tempting footpath sign on 
the left — ignore it and its accompanying 
hectoring notices. Carry on until the road 
turns right at Broadwater Bridge: before the 
bridge, turn left into a lane, then immediately 
right on a path.

There are several more hectoring 
notices, but ignore them and 

continue along the valley to reach Blackwell 
Farm Cott ages. Follow the clear and friendly 
signage (such a contrast to the churlish 

Above: Chess Valley Path in 
Chesham Moor

Below: Weir on the Chess
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language you have just encountered) through a 
right-and-left zigzag to reach a road.

Continue ahead, and where the road bends left, 
continue ahead, still following the Chess Valley 
Walk signposting. The path ahead is clear, and 
leads to the corner of a wood. Enter the wood, and 
soon take a stile over two strands of barbed wire 
into the fi eld on the right. The vertical structure of 
the stile has been discarded, so take care. This is an 
occasion when the solo walker is disadvantaged.

Continue uphill on the left side of the fi eld, 
ignoring any invitation to re-enter the wood. 
Keep to the left edge of the fi eld up to the summit, 
where the map promises Cave Dell in the wood.

Continue ahead until you run into 
a path with a fence on each side. 

Latimer House rears up on the left. Down below, 
the buildings are Latimer Park, with its Great 
Water.

Latimer House was built in 1838, a previous house 
having been gutt ed by fi re: today, it is a conference 
centre and a “prestige wedding location” (ah, the 
narcissism!).

Continue along the path beneath the parterre of Latimer House, to 
reach a driveway.

Turn right, and descend the driveway to reach the river, which falls 
at a weir to your right — this is the weir which holds back the Great 
Water which you saw from above. The route continues on a path to 
the left before crossing the bridge.

On the approach to
Blackwell Farm Cott ages

Latimer Park Farm
and the Great Water

13.5
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This is really the only place to break the journey between Chesham 
and Watford if you are reliant on public transport: it is 1.4km from 
this point to Chalfont and Latimer station, which is served by the 
Amersham and Chesham branches of the Metropolitan Line, and 
by Chiltern services between Marylebone and Aylesbury.

To reach Chalfont and Latimer, cross the bridge and take the path 
ahead which bisects the fi eld to the valley road. For any road 
pick-up, you are now at HP5  1TU, just east of the farm complex. 
Cross the road, and take the right-hand (fainter) of the two paths 
ahead. When you reach the woodland, turn right on a path, then 
take a path which climbs diagonally through the wood to the top. 
You should see a small crater on your left just below the top: your 
exit (into Beechwood Avenue) is to the right. Follow the spur of 
Beechwood Avenue ahead into Chenies Avenue, all the way to the 
railway, where turn left onto Bedford Avenue. After 175m, turn 
right to cross the station car park (with steps between the levels) to 
the station.

To reach the break-point from Chalfont and Latimer station, exit via 
the London-bound platform and cross the car park, descending to 
Bedford Avenue. Turn left, then take the fi rst right (Chenies Avenue) 
all the way to its end (actually in a spur of Beechwood Avenue). 
Enter the wood and turn right, then immediately take a path which 
descends through the wood on a diagonal, and continues to the 
valley road just east of the Latimer Park farm buildings. Cross 
the road and take the path opposite. Cross the bridge to reach the 
break-point: the route continues to your right.

Take the footpath which runs along the riverside, with 
the water on your right: this leads to a road. Cross the 

road and take the path ahead, once more signposted as the Chess 
Valley Walk. After 1.2km, past through Mill Farm to meet a road.

Take the road to the left: it bends to the right and 
then to the left. Do not take the left-hand bend but go 

ahead on a path, your route 
constrained by rail-fences 
on each side.

At a path fork, choose 
the option on the left 
(signposted by the local 
nature reserve managers) to 
enter woodland.

When you emerge at the 
other side of the wood, 
continue with the river close 
by on your right to join a 
concreted lane descending 
from Valley Farm over to 
your left.

Path east of Mill Farm
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There is a small coff ee 
station in a fi eld to your 
right, serving the nature 
Reserve: it is generally open 
on Fridays to Sundays.

On your right are watercress 
beds: they form the only 
commercial watercress farm 
left in Hertfordshire, where 
once all the Chiltern chalk 
streams would make use of 
the clear fresh water for that 
purpose.

Walk along the 
road past the 

coff ee van. At some cott ages, 
turn right (for the fi nal time, following the Chess Valley Walk 
signposting) and continue along the lane to Sarratt  Bott om. The 
Chess Valley Walk continues ahead at a No through road sign, bound 
for Rickmansworth: here, we bid farewell to this fi ne path to turn 
uphill.

Beyond the house on the right, turn right to enter a fi eld: a clear path 
rises gently ahead. Continue on this path (ignoring a cross-path) to 
the top. Ignore the Chiltern Way sign pointing down to your right, 
and then another pointing to your left, but ease into the churchyard 
of Sarratt  Church (of twelfth-century foundation). Follow the path 
round the church (keeping it on your left) to exit onto a road just to 
the left of a right-angled bend by some brick cott ages.

This is the original site of Sarratt  village, after the ribbon development 
to the north, this corner is now known as Church End. Sarratt  is 
known to many people as the (fi ctional) agent training centre’s 
location in novels by John le Carre.

As you reach the road, the Cock Inn is over to your left: it is a 
refreshment opportunity and a pick-up option (WD3  6HH).

Take the road bend, and where it bends right, go 
straight ahead on a signposted footpath, which dips 

and climbs to Scrubbs farm (over on your left). Continue ahead to 
reach a footbridge across the M25, but do not cross it: immediately 
before the bridge, take a footpath to the left, with the motorway 
traffi  c roaring in your right ear. The path soon bears slightly left to 
cross a fi eld (M25 diminuendo): at the far side, turn right on a road 
and cross the motorway.

Now take a path parallel to the motorway with 
the roar on your left: in about 1.6km of simple 

straight-ahead navigation, you will reach the hamlet of Chandler’s 
Cross at a bend in the road. Do not turn right uphill, but continue 
ahead towards a bus stop.

Sarratt  church
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The bus stop is merely 
historical: along with a 
timetable from 2014, there is 
a note that no service buses 
patronise this stop. You will 
see that the stop is named 
Clarendon Arms — there 
used to be a pub of that 
name here, but it is now the 
steakhouse opposite. This 
could be used as a pick-up 
point (WD3  4LU).

Beside the bus stop is a 
modest corrugated iron 
residential building. It used 
to be a “tin tabernacle”. The 
need for new churches came 
with the urbanisation of the later part of the Industrial Revolution, 
as towns and cities expanded very quickly. At the same time, there 
was a drive to inculcate church att endance in rural areas among 
people who had no transport, or who would be likely to use the lack 
of transport as an excuse to their employers for non-att endance.

The formation in 1844 of the Free Church of England, splitt ing 
Methodists from the Church of England, and the increasing 
identifi cation (at the same time) of parishioners with other 
nonconformist denominations and sects, brought the need for more 
church buildings (apocryphally explained in Wales as “so that I 
have a chapel I don’t go to”).

At the turn of the nineteenth century, the Church of Scotland 
had identifi ed the need for over forty new churches, and Thomas 
Telford was commissioned to produce a standard architectural 
design for use throughout Scotland — though even this had to be 
modifi ed at Port Charlott e on the island of Islay: the church was to 
be shared with the Free Church, who demanded a separate door 
from the established Church of Scotland parishioners’ entrance. 
However, these cheap-and-not-very-cheerful kirks (this is Scotland, 
remember) were still too expensive and would have taken too long 
to build in the rush for churches and chapels in the second half of 
the century.

Several companies in London, Liverpool, Glasgow and elsewhere 
built prefabricated churches in corrugated iron, off ering them by 
mail order via printed catalogues. A number of these companies 
segmented the market and concentrated on serving one type of 
purchaser (gentry, railway companies, and so on): this reduced 
design costs.

Some of these churches are still in ecclesiastical use, others have 
changed use (there are scout halls and discotheques), while others 
exist as no more than barns or iron shells in hedges. Yet others 

Former tin tabernacle,
Chandler’s Cross
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have, of course, returned to dust — or to 
the great scrapyard of Time. The tabernacle 
at Chandler’s Cross has been converted 
for residential use with a high degree of 
sensitivity, the extension being almost 
hidden at the back, away from the road.

Continue past the tabernacle: 
where the road swings left, 

continue ahead on Rousebarn Lane. Follow 
the lane for 500m: just beyond a driveway on 
the left, turn left onto a path in Whippendell 
Wood. These woods are fi lled with dappled 
sunshine (or frosted vegetation, according 
to season) and birdsong, and form a very 
special part of Watford.

Keep to the path with the fence on your left 
until, after about 400m, you reach a cott age 
on the left: here turn right. You will soon 
reach a major path: bear left onto it. Keep to 
the main path for about 600m until it splits, 
with one half going straight ahead and uphill 
towards a gap in the horizon, and the other 
swinging round to the right.

Take the path straight ahead and climb to 
the gap. This brings you to the Rondpont, a 
meeting of several paths, including the Lime 

Avenue (planted 1672-1720), which used to give the best views of 
the Cassiobury estate, most of which is now a public park in the 
care of Watford Borough Council.

The Cassiobury estate was att ached to St Albans Abbey from the 
time of King Off a of Mercia (eighth century — he formalised the 
bond between the estate and the abbey) until the Dissolution of 
the Monasteries, and was once much larger, stretching from North 
Watford to the bounds of Moor Park. Later, it became the seat of 
the Earls of Essex. The Tudor mansion, renovated regularly since, 
was demolished in 1927, and the site of the house given over for 
housing.

Today, the estate is split by the Grand Union Canal: the western 
area is Whippendell Wood and att ached parcels of woodland, while 
the remaining part of the estate to the east of the canal is a large 
municipal park, with open spaces, family att ractions, and a nature 
reserve. A golf course is set within the wooded western half, on the 
eastern slopes of Jacott s Hill.

Although the public footpath to the canal bridge at 
Cassiobury Park makes its way through woodland 

to the right of the Lime Avenue, it is much easier navigationally 
to follow the Avenue, which curves at its lower end to reach the 

Whippendell Wood
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footbridge. In addition, by following the 
Avenue, you will have a lesser impact upon 
the golfers on the course.

Cross the bridge over the 
canal, and then another one 

over the River Gade (where the pool is often 
enjoyed by many dogs retrieving sticks or 
just splashing about) into Cassiobury Park.

There are several paths leading off  from 
the Gade bridge: take the rightmost one to 
keep close to the river. It passes the Watford 
Miniature Railway, which runs at weekends, 
and throughout the week during the main 
school holiday period in the summer.

Beyond the railway’s level crossing, 
continue with the river on your right. You 
will see a car park up to your left, and its 
access road is your exit from the park. Do 
not make a bee-line for the car park, though, 
but continue to the corner of the grassland 
(where the path ahead leads into the nature 
reserve) and turn left to rise with trees on 
your right. A prominent stump (shown in 
the picture below) is a useful marker.

Bear left where another path to the right 
enters the nature reserve, and rise to the car park’s entry gate (with 
height limiter). Turn right to exit the park.

Almost immediately, take a left turn into Cassiobury Park Avenue. 
Rise with the road, passing Swiss Avenue on the right, to reach 
Watford Metropolitan station on the right.

Note: this is not Watford Junction, which is a 2km walk to the 
north-east. Locally, it is universally given the title of “Watford Met” 
to distinguish it from the mainline 
station.

The facilities of central Watford 
are part-way to Watford Junction.

The Metropolitan Railway 
reached this suburb of Watford 
in 1925, and the surrounding 
housebuilding featured in the 
Metro-land advertising by the 
railway company.

There were plans to extend the 
line into central Watford, but 
they came to nothing. More 
recently, there was a plan to take 

The Grand Union Canal 
from the footbridge

Cassiobury Park: pass this 
stump for Watford station
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the Metropolitan Line into Watford Junction, using the line of the 
disused branch line from Croxley Green. This would have closed 
the current Watford Met station, and suddenly, this relatively 
litt le-used station had become the focus of preservation campaigns. 
The link to Watford Junction was never built.


