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RAU
14

Watford
to

Harrow and Wealdstone

Start Watford Underground station — WD18  7LE

Finish Harrow and Wealdstone Underground station — HA3  5BP

Distance 14.99km

Duration 3 hours 16 minutes

Ascent 163m

Access Tube at start of section. Train and Tube at end of section. Bus at start and end of 
section and at Hatch End, Pinner and Headstone en route.

Facilities All facilities near start and end of section, and at Hatch End en route.

14.1 Watford stn. 0m

14.2 Descend Station Approach to Rickmansworth Rd; R; L on path to King 
Georges Ave; R to Whippendell Rd; R; L at hotel to Ascot Rd.

1390m

14.3 L on Ascot Rd; ahead with supermarket on L; ahead on path to Tolpits Lane. 1110m

14.4 Ahead; L on Ebury Way; R on path to Hamper Mill; R to Sandy Lodge Lane. 1950m

14.5 Ahead; cross Sandy Lane; L/R into wood; across open land to Ashburnham 
Rd; R; L on Hayling Rd to Nairn Green.

850m

14.6 R; ascend (Loop); L; over Oxhey Dr; ahead; R; over Prestwick Rd 1450m

14.7 Through wood (Loop); out by Nanscot Gate; L edge of fi eld to path jct. 1300m

14.8 R; through Pinnerwood Farm; follow Loop to Grimsdyke Rd access; L; R on 
lane; on via Woodridings Close to Uxbridge Rd.

1800m

14.9 Ahead to end of rd; R to/over rd; Moss Close; L to Wakehams Hill. 1680m

14.10 L; ahead to George V Ave; cross; Elmcroft Cres opp to Headstone Lane; R at 
end of rec gd on path to Headstone Manor.

1790m

14.11 Ahead; out via Pinner View; L on Headstone Gdns/Dr; under rly; R to stn. 1670m
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This section of the route links the end of the Metropolitan 
Line at Watford with the end of the Bakerloo Line at 

Harrow and Wealdstone. The route has suburban bookends to 
some fi ne woodland and farmland walking, with a short distance 
of walking on the trackbed of the railway between Rickmansworth 
and Watford.

Note: this is not Watford Junction, which is a 2km walk from this 
point. Locally, it is universally given the title of “Watford Met” to 
distinguish it from the mainline station.

The facilities of central Watford are close to Watford Junction.

The Metropolitan Railway reached this suburb of Watford in 1925, 
and the surrounding housebuilding featured in the company’s 
Metro-land advertising. There were plans to extend the line into 
central Watford, but they came to nothing. More recently, there was 
a plan to take the Metropolitan Line into Watford Junction, using 
the line of the disused branch line from Croxley Green. This would 
have closed the current Watford Met station, and suddenly, this 
relatively litt le-used station had become the focus of preservation 
campaigns. The link to Watford Junction was never built.

From the entrance to the station, take the steps 
down the southern side (on the right as you exit the 

station) onto Station Approach, and follow this road all the way 
to Rickmansworth Road, using the right-hand pavement. Cross 
Rickmansworth Road at the lights, and turn right to descend the 
left-hand pavement.

Pass a bus stop and a refuge in the road, then take a narrow path 
on the left between the houses numbered 137 and 139 (if you 
reach a lamp-post on the pavement, you have overshot). This 
leads to King Georges [sic] Avenue, where turn right and follow 
its right-hand pavement all the way, taking the left-hand bend, 
to reach Whippendell Road. Turn right to follow its right-hand 
pavement, passing a few shops, then take advantage of the second 
refuge to cross to the left-hand pavement as the road approaches a 
roundabout.

Pass a pub and hotel, turning left 
to walk across the frontage. Bear 
right in front of a self-storage 
facility to reach Ascot Road, 
where turn left. Do not advance to 
the dual carriageway ahead: there 
is no pavement there.

Walk all the way 
up the left-hand 

pavement of Ascot Road. Cross 
the access road to a supermarket, 
and take the delivery access road 
ahead, with the supermarket on 

14.1

14.2

14.3

Greenway path to the south 
of Ascot Road
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your left. At the top, 
continue ahead on a 
path, signposted to the 
Ebury Way. This path 
starts off  half-right, 
then returns half-left to 
follow a line just east 
of southwards along 
a broad green area. 
There are commercial 
premises on your 
right, and housing 
on your left, though 
new housing obtrudes 
on the right for the 
southern half of the 
greenway. After 700m, 
you will reach Tolpits 
Lane.

Go left for a few metres before crossing the road onto 
a clear path, and 100m farther on, you will reach the 

Ebury Way.

This path follows the line of the railway which ran for 90 years 
between 1862 and 1952, linking Watford and Rickmansworth. The 
traffi  c on the line dwindled as passengers found the Metropolitan 
Line a more convenient route to London. In recent years, the route 
has been maintained for walkers and cyclists 
as the Ebury Way, named after Lord Ebury, 
the founder and chairman of the Watford 
and Rickmansworth Railway.

Turn left along the Ebury Way (towards 
Watford) for 750m to reach a crossing track 
where the Ebury Way rises to what was 
bridge level. Take this track to the right, 
towards power lines, and follow it through 
left and right bends at a farm, down to the 
River Colne at Hamper Mill, and up to 
Hampermill Lane.

The mill was, as were so many in this area, a 
paper mill. Hampermill House was built in 
the eighteenth century and extended around 
the end of the nineteenth century.

It was once the home of the designer Dennis 
Lennon, who restored some of the buildings 
on site. Lennon is probably best remembered 
as the co-ordinator of the interior design of 
the Queen Elizabeth II liner.

Looking back along the 
Ebury Way to the access 
point from Tolpits Lane

Hamper Mill

14.4
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Turn right to follow the right-hand pavement of Hampermill 
Lane (which links Northwood with Bushey) to reach and cross its 
junction with Sandy Lodge Lane, where the street-name of the main 
road changes to Sandy Lane.

There is a petrol station on the corner here, with a convenience shop 
and a takeaway.

Continue on Sandy Lane: when 
you are level with the petrol 

station’s canopy, use the refuge to cross this 
exceptionally busy road. Turn left to follow 
the road back to a point just beyond the 
junction with Sandy Lodge Lane, and turn 
right to enter woodland.

The green waymarking shows that here, 
you are following the London Loop. Ascend 
through the woodland to come out onto a 
grassy space, having ignored one opportunity 
to exit the woodland. Cross the greensward, 
making for a bench at a local summit. Bear 
right at the bench and descend towards a 
terrace of brick-built houses, bearing right at 
the bott om to reach a gap in the houses.

Leave the recreation ground to reach 
Ashburnham Drive. Turn right and follow 
the road out to its junction with Hayling 
Road. Turn left as far as the fi rst road on the 
right, Nairn Green.

Still following the London Loop, 
turn right and ascend Nairn 

Green; at the top, enter Oxhey Woods and 
bear left on a clear path. After about 220m, 

14.5

Oxhey Recreation Ground 
from the summit bench

Oxhey Woods

14.6
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at a path crossing, the path 
turns right to face south, 
and uphill. Follow the path 
all the way to the top, where 
turn left and walk out to 
Oxhey Drive.

Cross the road, and continue 
eastbound on a path for 
190m, then (with the help 
of the Loop waymarking) 
turn right to follow a path 
for 220m to come out onto 
Prestwick Road at a refuge.

Cross the road, 
following the 

London Loop signage on 
a clear path which crosses 
several rivulets. Look out for 
a half-left turn off  the major 
track, and then for a left turn onto another major track.

Follow this track (you will see a fence on your right with a golf course 
beyond) down to Nanscot Gate, passing out into a fi eld. Continue 
along the left edge of the fi eld until you reach a multi-footpath 
junction.

Turn right to descend with a hedge on your right to 
Pinnerwood Farm. Follow the signage carefully as the 

path zigzags through the farm, using a very narrow footpath on the 
way. Pass out by the main access driveway until you fi nd a catt le 
grid on your right (access to Pinnerwood House) at a crossing of 
tracks.

Turn left (roughly south-east) and follow the track for 110m.  Turn 
left on a footpath, and when it disgorges into a fi eld, bear right on a 
clear path which reaches the opposite hedge about half-way down 
the fi eld. Pass through the hedge and turn right to keep the hedge 
on your right. At the bott om of the fi eld, turn left and follow the 
path, now with housebacks on the right, for 430m almost to the 
corner of the fi eld, ignoring a footpath exit on the right part-way 
along.

At the corner of the fi eld, we part company with the London Loop 
(but note the Loop Link waymarking towards Hatch End). Exit to 
the right to reach Grimsdyke Road.

Turn left, and keep left at the junction beside the electricity pylon, 
still on Grimsdyke Road, crossing to its right-hand pavement. 
Beyond Hallam Gardens, between houses numbered 35 and 33, turn 
right onto a narrow lane, which leads out via Woodridings Close 
to Uxbridge Road, at the western end of the commercial centre of 
Hatch End.

A tree in Oxhey Woods,  
fallen but left as an
organic sculpture.

14.7
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A wide range of shops and refreshment 
opportunities lie along Uxbridge Road to 
the left: at the far end (a distance of 600m) 
is Hatch End station (Overground services 
between Watford Junction and Euston). 
From the nearby stops, buses serve Stanmore 
(running right to left), and South Harrow via 
Pinner (left to right) with Tube connections 
at Stanmore, Pinner, Rayners Lane and 
South Harrow.

Cross Uxbridge Road to join 
Wellington Road: at the far end, 

take a narrow path in the corner out to a 
fi eld, where take a clear path (just west of 
south) diagonally across the fi eld to reach 
George V Avenue.

Cross the busy dual carriageway with care, 
and take a footpath on the other side. This 
path follows the infant River Pinn out to 
Moss Close: turn left and follow the road out 
onto Moss Lane. 

In this part of what we might call Upper 
Pinner, pedestrians seem to be considered an invasive species, 
judging from the lack of pavements on the road. Take care, just in 
case the local drivers do not!

Follow this road for 500m where, just beyond the road called 
Beechengrove on the right, a narrow path will take you to the centre 
of Pinner, if need be.

River Pinn near
George V Avenue

Fives Court

14.9
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Just beyond this lane, the next house on the right is Fives Court, the 
former home of Sir Ambrose Heal. He owned Heal’s, the Art Deco 
retail masterpiece on Tott enham Court Road.

Opposite Fives Court, turn left into Wakehams 
Hill, following it to its end (ignoring a path which 

branches off  left part-way along the road). From the end of the road 
at the bott om of a hill, the route continues ahead on a lane, with a 
cemetery beyond the fence on the right. The lane comes out between 
houses and onto George V Avenue.

Cross George V Avenue by the paved refuge in the middle of the 
dual carriageway, and take Elmcroft Crescent opposite. Follow 
Elmcroft Crescent out, taking the right-hand bend, onto Headstone 
Lane, where turn left. Cross to the right-hand pavement at a safe 
location, and continue to the far end of the recreation ground on 
your right. Opposite Melbourne Avenue, turn right down a path, 
with the recreation ground still on your right. This path leads to 
Harrow Museum and Headstone Manor, on your left.

At Headstone Manor, there are toilets and a café on the right-hand 
side of the path. The museum is free to enter.

Continue beyond the Manor, out onto Pinner View. 
Follow Pinner View (passing the end of Victor Road 

on your left — ignore the sign pointing along Victor Road to the Tube 
station: there is nothing to be gained by taking that longer route) 
to a major junction. Use the pedestrian crossing just to your left, 
then turn left along Headstone Gardens, which becomes Headstone 
Drive. When you reach Harrow Crown Court (opposite some 
fl ats from the early part of the 
twentieth century, with notices at 
each door to remind people that 
tradesmen and perambulators 
should use the rear entrances), go 
straight ahead at the roundabout 
to dip underneath the railway, 
then bear right to parallel the 
tracks to Harrow and Wealdstone 
station.

Bakerloo Line and Overground 
run frequent services from this 
station; there are also services 
on the Southern Railway and 
the London and North Western 
Railway. Buses connect with 
Harrow-on-the-Hill station and 
other locations nearby, including 
the 258 service all the way back 
to Watford Junction (though 
the train is much faster for that 
journey).

14.10

Harrow and Wealdstone 
station: north entrance

14.11
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There are shops and cafés nearby.

The station was built as early as 1837, when it was called simply 
Harrow. Bakerloo Line services started in 1917, when the line went 
all the way to Watford Junction: Harrow and Wealdstone became 
the northern terminus of the Bakerloo Line in 1984 when all services 
to the north were invested in British Rail.


