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RAU
18

Mill Hill East
to

High Barnet

Start Mill Hill East Underground station — NW7  1BS

Finish High Barnet Underground station — EN5  5RP

Distance 7.34km

Duration 1 hour 36 minutes

Ascent 85m

Access Tube throughout section. Bus at start and end of section, and at Tott eridge Lane.

Facilities All facilities at end of section. Shops at start of section and Tott eridge Lane.

18.1 Mill Hill East station 0m

18.2 Cross Bitt acy Hill; L; R; R; L on Frith Lane; R (golf access); ahead to Dollis 
Brook; cross br; L on Dollis Valley Greenwalk (DVG) to Fursby Ave.

1740m

18.3 Cross; DVG to Southover; R; R on Tillingham Way to DVG. 1280m

18.4 L on DVG to Tott eridge Lane, where R uphill for 100m. 1610m

18.5 L on DVG to end of Western Way. 1450m

18.6 Ahead (houses on R); L; R on Priory Grove; R on Westcombe Dr; L on 
Fairfi eld Way;  L on Barnet Hill to Station Approach; cross; descend to stn.

1260m
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This section of the route links the end of the Northern 
Line spur at Mill Hill East with the Northern Line 

terminus at High Barnet. After passing through the new housing 
area on the site of the Inglis Barracks, the route is almost all on a rural 
path, the bulk of which forms part of the Dollis Valley Greenwalk.

Northern Line trains run the 1.45km line to Finchley Central, and 
there are local buses. Across Bitt acy Hill, a small supermarket takes 
a ground-fl oor corner of a block of fl ats.

The line between Finchley Central and Edgware formed part of 
the New Works project of 1932, and was to be electrifi ed. Much 
preparatory work was completed, but in 1939, war intervened. 
After the war, the short section to Mill Hill East (then primarily 
serving the large army barracks) was electrifi ed as a single track, 
but nothing else was done. The tracks to Edgware were used by 
steam freight trains until the M1 unceremoniously severed the line 
near Bunns Lane. The tracks were lifted soon after, though some 
lineside furniture may still be seen on the trail along the trackbed.

This has left Mill Hill East station looking more substantial than 
its stub-end railway: it is likely, however, that passenger numbers 
will increase as the site of Inglis Barracks is engulfed in housing 
(mainly chunky, sharp-edged blocks of fl ats). Perhaps through 
services to central London, and to the new-build developments 
at Batt ersea Power Station, might be restored beyond the current 
token rush-hour service.

Cross Bitt acy Hill at the station and turn left. Turn right 
at the small supermarket and follow Royal Engineers 

Way up and round to the right to reach Frith Lane, where turn left 
past Inglis Way to the access road for Finchley Golf Club on the 
right.

If access to Royal Engineers Way is blocked by construction works, 
continue up Bitt acy Hill to Inglis Way on the right, and follow it to 
Frith Lane, where turn left to reach the golf club’s access road.

Turn right onto the golf club’s 
access road, and continue ahead on 
a track where the road turns right 
to a car park. The track, which is 
known locally as Lovers’ Walk 
(my apostrophe, diplomatically 
judged to be plural) descends into 
the Dollis Valley, reaching it at a 
bridge.

Cross the bridge and turn left to 
follow the tarmac path on the 
Dollis Valley Greenwalk. Keep to 
the side of the brook: you will pass 
some tennis courts on your right, 

18.1

18.2

Footbridge over the Dollis 
Brook at Lovers’ Walk
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and then an area of allotment gardens on your left, to come out onto 
Fursby Avenue.

West Finchley station is 500m off  to the right along Fursby Avenue.

Cross Fursby Avenue, with a right-and-left zigzag, 
to continue on the Dollis Valley Greenwalk. You will 

pass sports and play facilities on your left in Riverside Park beyond 
Fursby Avenue, up to Argyle Road.

There are shops and eating establishments up to the left here, and 
the 221 bus service, connecting Edgware with Turnpike Lane (via 
Mill Hill Broadway, Mill Hill East, North Finchley, New Southgate 
and Bounds Green) plies Argyle Road.

Beyond Argyle Road, the path runs between house-backs (on the 
left) and the brook to reach Southover (it’s a street-name).

Here, turn right and follow 
the street’s right-hand 
pavement for about 250m 
to Tillingham Way, where 
turn right. Cross the twin 
crescents of Twineham 
Green to a bend in the road.

Continue on Tillingham 
Way to its end, and then 
execute a right-and-left to 
reach Woodside Park station 
(Northern Line, High Barnet 
branch).

The distance from the Dollis 
Valley Greenwalk turn to 
the station is 350m.

Organic play equipment on 
the approach to Argyle Road 

18.3

The Dollis Valley Greenwalk 
on Whetstone Stray
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Turn left on the 
Dollis Valley 

Greenwalk, now with the 
brook on your right. Cross a 
bridge before coming up to 
Laurel Way, where cross the 
bridge and continue with 
the brook on your right. 
Soon, cross the brook again 
and continue onto an area 
known as Whetstone Stray.

In Yorkshire, a stray is an 
area of open grassland: 
the term has extended in a 
few cases to other parts of 
the country (for instance, 
the Brookstray in the west 

of Coventry), and Whetstone Stray does not deviate from the 
defi nition. Barnet Council manages the grassland for nature, with 
only a strip alongside the path mown, and most of the rest left as 
wildfl ower meadows.

The path runs out onto Tott eridge Lane: rise to the road at a row of 
shops, and turn right to reach the top of the grassy area on the left.

Tott eridge and Whetstone station is ahead (with its massively 
understated entrance): there are bus services to and from Edgware, 
High Barnet, Arnos Grove, and Brent Cross.

From Tott eridge Lane, turn to the north (that is, to the 
left if you are continuing your walk, or to the right if 

you are arriving from Tott eridge and Whetstone station) to follow 
the Dollis Valley Greenwalk across Brook Farm Open Space. There 
are two parallel paths: the higher (and rougher) one is supposed to 
be for pedestrians, while the cyclists are encouraged to take the low 
road.

Keep to the upper path for about 1.5km until, with the houses of 
Western Way ahead and on your right, there is an opportunity to 

merge left onto the other 
path. Pass the end of the 
street on your right, and 
go through a gap in a steel 
fence.

Here, the Dollis Valley 
Greenwalk turns left to 
continue upstream to Moat 
Mount.

Carry on ahead. 
Behind hedges, 

some houses and Grasvenor 

18.5

Twin paths north of 
Tott eridge Lane

Grasvenor Avenue
Infant School

18.4

18.6
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Avenue Infant School (dating from the early years of the twentieth 
century) make up your right-hand boundary.

At a crossing of paths, a right turn will take you out onto Grasvenor 
Avenue, where you may choose to turn left (with the London Loop) 
along the road, continuing ahead onto Fairfi eld Way to Barnet Hill 
at a London Loop signboard. This may be preferable in muddy 
conditions.

Cross the long fi eld diagonally ahead, making for a new building 
(which is white on its upper fl oors). Continue ahead up a lane with 
the new building (a school) on your left and a St John Ambulance 
vehicle yard on your right. At the top, turn right into Westcombe 
Drive, then left into Fairfi eld Way just before it reaches Barnet Hill.

Climb Barnet Hill, crossing to the right-hand pavement at Station 
Approach. Descend Station Approach to High Barnet station.

Northern Line services run to and from central London: there are 
bus services on Barnet Hill, and more in the centre of Chipping 
Barnet ahead.

High Barnet station opened in 1872 as part of the Great Northern 
Railway, which was later subsumed into the London and North 
Eastern Railway. It was always a terminal station, with lots of work 
for a resident station-master — note the house integrated into the 
station buildings.

The line was transferred to London Underground as part of the 
(later aborted) Northern Heights project during the 1930s, and the 
fi rst Tube trains arrived in 1940. The last passenger service of LNER 
ran the following year, and goods services run by LNER and later 
by British Railways ceased in 1960. High Barnet station

from Station Approach


