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RAU
19

High Barnet
to

Cockfosters

Start High Barnet Underground station — EN5  5RP

Finish Cockfosters Underground station — EN4  0DZ

Distance 5.56km

Duration 1 hour 14 minutes

Ascent 81m

Access Tube at start and end of section. Buses at start and end of section.

Facilities All facilities in Barnet near start of section. Shop and café at end of section.

19.1 High Barnet station 0m

19.2 Ascend NW to Barnet Hill; ahead on High St; R on Hadley Green Rd; R at 
almshouses to ch.

1840m

19.3 Through chyd (ch on L) to cross rd; bear R to rd; L (Loop) to rly br. 1440m

19.4 Over rly; up steps;, E then ESE to Jack’s Lake; keep lake on L to cross spillway. 940m

19.5 Round SE corner of lake; R on clear path; E (fence on L); ESE to rd; L; ahead 
(Chalk Lane) to A111; R to stn.

1340m



19 – 2 Ring around the Underground – High Barnet to Cockfosters © 2020-22 IG Liddell

This section of the route links the end of the Northern 
Line at High Barnet with the terminus of the Piccadilly 

Line at Cockfosters. After passing through the centre of Chipping 
Barnet, the route is almost all on parkland and woodland paths 
across Monken Hadley Common.

Northern Line services run to and from central London: there are 
bus services on Barnet Hill, and more in the centre of Chipping 
Barnet ahead.

High Barnet station opened in 1872 as part of the Great Northern 
Railway, later subsumed into the London and North Eastern 
Railway. The line was transferred to London Underground as part 
of the Northern Heights project during the 1930s, and the fi rst Tube 
trains arrived in 1940. The last passenger service of LNER ran the 
following year, and goods services run by LNER and later by British 
Railways ceased in 1960.

Climb the pedestrian ramp (to the right on exit from 
the station) to reach road level on Barnet Hill. Continue 

along the right-hand pavement to the junction with Meadway.

From here, the London Loop’s route descends Meadway, and is an 
alternative route to Hadley Green. The main route, however, takes 
the opportunity to walk through a market town almost unchanged 
in centuries.

Proceed ahead up the right-hand pavement of Chipping Barnet 
High Street. Follow High Street all the way through central Barnet 

as far as Hadley Green, ignoring streets branching 
to the left (notably the A411 towards Watford and 
the A1081 towards St Albans).

There has been a market here (hence the ‘Chipping’ 
in the name) for over 800 years. This market is 
not to be confused with Barnet Fair (whence the 
term ‘barnet’ as slang for hair or a haircut), which 
was established in 1588. Some of the buildings 
have been around since the fourteenth century, 
as evinced by architectural discoveries during a 
recent shop renovation. The church dates from the 
fi fteenth century, and is on the site of an earlier 
chapel.

At Hadley Green, take the right fork onto Hadley 
Green Road, passing a small pond on your left. 
Just beyond the pond, the London Loop route 
emerges from King George’s Fields on the right.

Across the United Kingdom, there are no less than 
471 such fi elds: together, along with associated 
fi elds in Barbados, the Falkland Islands, Malta, 
Nigeria and Aden (Yemen), they form a national 
memorial to King George V (reigned 1910-1936) 

19.1

19.2

A typical building on Barnet 
High Street (minus a lett er)
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“for the use and enjoyment of the 
people”. They may be sports fi elds 
or, as here, areas for informal 
recreation.

Continue along Hadley Green 
Road, taking a litt le service road 
with the pavement. Just before 
the end of the service road, 
note a house called Livingstone 
Cott age: it was here that the Scots 
doctor, explorer and missionary 
David Livingstone stayed while 
in Britain between his African 
trips. Here, rejoin Hadley Green 
Road and follow its right-hand 
pavement, bending right with the 
road at a row of almshouses.

These cott ages are the Wilbraham 
almshouses, built in 1612 and endowed by Sir Roger Wilbraham for 
six poor women.

Continue along Hadley Green Road as far as the church of Monken 
Hadley, and cross to the lychgate.

Monken Hadley originated, as will be clear from its name, as 
a monastic sett lement, and the present church goes back to the 
fourteenth century.

Just to the west of Monken Hadley Common, the Batt le of Barnet 
was fought in 1471. This was a principal encounter in the Wars of 
the Roses: it was upon this batt lefi eld that Richard Neville (also 
known as Warwick the Kingmaker) died.

Pass through the churchyard with the church on your 
left, and exit via a path between high fences to reach 

Camlet Way on Monken Hadley Common. Cross Camlet Way, and 
then make your way past three benches on your right, then bear 
half-right on a small path into a dip, and up 
again to rejoin Hadley Green Road. Here, 
you pick up the London Loop which runs 
along the road.

There are parallel paths just inside the 
woodland, but they are not continuous.

On the south side of the common, on your 
right, you will see a prominent Georgian villa 
(called Lemmons, or Gladsmuir): it was the 
home of authors Kingsley and Martin Amis, 
and of Elizabeth Jane Howard. The buildings 
here are huge, averaging (it seems) about the 
size of a mid-range airport terminal.

19.3

Livingstone Cott age (and 
neighbours), Hadley Green

Looking back along Church 
Path from Camlet Way
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Follow the London Loop to reach and cross a bridge over the East 
Coast Mail Line railway. Immediately after crossing the bridge, the 
footpath splits.

At this point, the London Loop drops down ahead and to the right, 
and would make a surer alternative in times of poor visibility (or 
for those less confi dent in their navigational ability).

The current route, however, takes the fl ight of steps 
ahead to the left of the Loop route, up onto the plateau 

of Newman’s Hill. From here, travel eastwards, ignoring forks to 
the left and turns to the right, descending gradually after the initial 
rise. At a cross-track, carry straight ahead, descending and trending 
slightly right, eventually reaching the side of a lake.

If you have taken a left fork and you fi nd yourself on the edge 
of open land, take a path just inside the woodland to your right, 
and you will end up (having taken another right bend to descend) 
joining the main path just short of the lakeside.

The lake (offi  cially called Beech Hill Lake) is known locally as Jack’s 
Lake: it was created in 1880 by Charles Jack, the owner.

Keeping the lake on your left, descend to cross the 
spillway by a footbridge.

Here, a path to your right will take you onto the parallel London 
Loop route if you crave less taxing navigation.

Continue round to the left, following the lakeside. When you are 
level with the fi rst islet on the lake, you will see a large notice with 
the words Night Fishing the most prominent.

At this point, leave the lakeside and corkscrew round to the right 
to pick up a rising path. This path soon bends left to take up an 
easterly line: follow it past houses on the left to Games Road.

Here, the London Loop rejoins from the right.

Follow this road round to the right, then to the left, to the junction 
with Chalk Lane.

Jack’s Lake

19.5

19.4
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There is a pub here (the Cock Inn: 
it is a masterpiece of 1930s style), 
serving food during its opening 
hours.

Take Chalk Lane to the right, with 
Hadley Field cricket ground on 
the left. Continue ahead on Chalk 
Lane past more sportsfi elds 
(football, bowls and cricket) on 
your left, and take the left-hand 
bend at the church to come out 
onto the A111 (Cockfosters Road) 
opposite Cockfosters station. Turn 
right into the bus station and take 
the subway to the station itself.

There are shops and a café beyond 
the bus station.

Cockfosters station was opened 
in 1933 as the fi nal station of 
the Piccadilly Line’s northern 
extension. The trainshed roof is echoed at the other end of the line  
at Uxbridge station. The stations at both ends of the line are listed 
Grade II.

This is one of the masterpieces of Charles Holden (1875-1960) in the 
long list of his commissions from London Underground. Most of 
his buildings may be seen in the 1930s extensions of the Piccadilly 
Line and the Northern Line.

Holden was born in Bolton, and his early work portfolios had 
commissions from William Hesketh Lever (later ennobled as 
Lord Leverhulme) for his soap works’ company village of Port 
Sunlight on the Wirral. He has some important works in Bristol, 
but his best-known work is in London. Apart from the stations, 
55 Broadway was designed by Holden as a headquarters block 
(built on top of St James’s Park station) for London Transport, and 
Senate House (sometimes known as the London Lubyanka) for the 
federal headquarters and library of the University of London in 
Bloomsbury.

Cock Inn, Cockfosters


