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RAU
20

Cockfosters
to

Walthamstow Central

Start Cockfosters Underground station — EN4  0DZ

Finish Walthamstow Central station — E17  7LP

Distance 15.3km

Duration 3 hours 13 minutes

Ascent 91.04m

Access Tube and bus at start and end of section. Train at Winchmore Hill and Silver 
Street, and bus in many places en route.

Facilities Shops and cafés at start of section and throughout; all facilities at end of section.
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20.1 Cockfosters station 0m

20.2 R out of stn; R (car park on R) through trees; R on fi eld; L (rly fence on R); L 
on Bramley Rd; cross to Oakwood stn.

1560m

20.3 L; R on Prince George Ave: ahead into Oakwood Park; L to Willow Walk. 1680m

20.4 R; path L to Oakwood Pk Rd; L; R (The Vale); L on path to Winchmore Hill 
Rd; L; R to Grovelands Park; L; sharp L; R into Seaforth Gdns; L on Broad 
Walk to The Green; R on Station Rd to Winchmore Hill stn.

1960m

20.5 Ahead to Green Lanes; ahead; R on Farm Rd; R on Firs Lane; L through 
wetlands park; R just before exit; L onto Gt Cambridge Rd.

1970m

20.6 Subway; Deansway; R (Hazelbury Rd), L (Chalfont St), R (Hazelbury Gn); R 
(Park Lane); S through Pymmes Park; L over Victoria Rd to Silver Street stn.

1970m

20.7 Cross Sterling Way at jct then L; R (College St); L (College Gdns); R (Fore St); 
L (Claremont St); R (Leyburn Grove).

1160m

20.8 L (Middleham Rd); R (Dysons Rd); L on Leeside Rd to Meridian Water jct. 1030m

20.9 Ahead (Leeside Rd) over Pymmes Brook; R; L at wood to Lee Navigation; R. 1610m

20.10 Cross at lock; L; R then L across River Lee channels; R on Sandpiper Close; 
L on Sinnott  Rd (Cooper Ave, Lawrence Ave); ahead on Garnett  Way.

1750m

20.11 L on Billet Rd; L/R onto Pennant Terr (Brett enham Rd); R through park. 1670m

20.12 L/R (Gaywood Rd); L (Hoe St); R (Hatherley St); L (Cleveland Pk Ave); R 
(High St); L across Town Square to Walthamstow Central stn.

1090m
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This section of the route links the end of the Piccadilly 
Line at Cockfosters with the terminus of the Victoria 

Line at Walthamstow Central. The route mixes suburbia with 
parkland. After a fl urry of short sections from Wealdstone, the fi nal 
three linkages are more substantial.

Cockfosters station was opened in 1933 as the fi nal station of the 
Piccadilly Line’s northern extension. The trainshed roof is echoed at 
the other end of the line at Uxbridge station. Both stations are listed 
Grade II.

This is one of the masterpieces of Charles Holden (1875-1960) in the 
long list of his commissions from London Underground. Most of 
his buildings may be seen in the 1930s extensions of the Piccadilly 
Line and the Northern Line.

Holden was born in Bolton, and his early work portfolios had 
commissions from William Hesketh Lever (later ennobled as 
Lord Leverhulme) for his soap works’ company village of Port 
Sunlight on the Wirral. He has some important works in Bristol, 
but his best-known work is in London. Apart from the stations, 
55 Broadway was designed by Holden as a headquarters block 
(built on top of St James’s Park station) for London Transport, and 
Senate House (sometimes known as the London Lubyanka) for the 
federal headquarters and library of the University of London in 
Bloomsbury.

There are shops and a café beyond the bus station opposite.

Turn right on exiting the station building, and reach 
the entrance to the car park. Turn right to follow the 

extreme left edge of the car park, onto a lane (with London Loop 
signage). The lane passes a cemetery on the left: just beyond an 
extension to the cemetery on the right of the path, pass through 
into the next fi eld.

Turn right to take the right-hand edge of the fi eld into some trees 
at the far end, where there is a footbridge. Turn left to follow a path 
for 1km, keeping the fence of the Underground depot to your right. 
You will emerge onto 
Bramley Road opposite 
Oakwood station.

This is another station 
designed by Holden, 
in the style he favoured 
when the environment 
was appropriate, with 
a large airy entrance 
hall with plenty of 
natural light.

Turn left to pass a bus 
stop, and then use the 

20.1

20.2

Oakwood station
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refuge to cross over to 
the end of the row of 
small shops att ached 
to the station.

Turn left, and then take 
the fi rst road on the 
right (Prince George 
Avenue), just before 
you reach the petrol 
station.

Beyond the petrol 
station, there is a long 
row of shops, including 
a café. The fl oor-tiling 

specialist, pensions consultant, and the various hair management 
options are likely to be of less immediate usefulness to the walker. 
The petrol station contains a convenience shop typical of the genre.

Follow Prince George Avenue’s left-hand pavement for 
about 850m, descending gradually, until it bends to the 

left: cross the road and enter Oakwood Park by the gate. Apart from 
the perimeter, the park is minimally (but carefully) managed

Once inside the park, bear left at the roundabout. Keep to the 
perimeter path through a right turn, two half-left turns, and a right 
turn to reach to south-eastern corner of the park at a road entrance 
(Willow Walk).

Turn right (that is, with your back to the road) and 
continue on the perimeter path. You will soon fi nd a 

path to the left which allows you to exit the park onto Oakwood 
Park Road.

Turn left onto Oakwood Park Road, then descend and turn right 
onto The Vale, crossing to its left-hand pavement. Take a path 

Oakwood Park

Grovelands Park

20.3
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to the left (signposted as a public footpath), which rises to meet 
Winchmore Hill Road at a bus stop.

Turn left, then right into Park Gate. Cross Wynchgate and enter 
Grovelands Park. Take the path to the left, which swings round to 
the right to a path junction by some courts.

Turn sharp left here, then after 85m, take the path on the right, 
which swings right to exit the park onto Seaforth Gardens. You will 
see a long boardwalk on the right, just before your exit.

Ascend Seaforth Gardens to its end at Broad Walk; turn left and 
follow Broad Walk all the way to The Green. Go ahead across The 
Green, bearing right at the roundabout to reach Winchmore Hill 
station.

Winchmore Hill station is on the line between Stevenage and 
Moorgate or Kings Cross: the basic service is every thirty minutes 
throughout the week.

There are shops and plenty of refreshment opportunities at The 
Green and beyond the station.

Continue along Station Road for 450m to reach the 
junction with Green Lanes.

Note, as you descend, the ornate GPO building on your right, just 
past the more functional modern Post Offi  ce building

There are shops and refreshment opportunities on Green Lanes.

Green Lanes owes its plural terminology to a sequence of lanes 
which were used by catt le drovers to guide their beasts towards 
Smithfi eld (and to return without beasts). It developed into a major 
thoroughfare in north London.

Cross Green Lanes onto Ford’s Grove and take the second road on 
the right, the narrow Farm Road. Follow this road across a bridge, 
beneath which fl ows the New River.

The New River was dug between 1608 and 1613 to bring a supply of 
fresh water from the River Lea in Hertfordshire to serve London. The 
Lea was tapped at Amwell, near Ware, and fl owed for about 60km. 

Some buildings in the area 
around Winchmore Hill 

station retain original 
features

20.5
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Though rather wider than the levadas 
on the island of Madeira, it serves the 
same function, moving water by gravity 
from where it is available to where it is 
needed. Despite the project’s obvious 
potential, its fi nancial position began 
so shakily that Myddelton had to gain 
assistance from King James I (actually, 
to be precise, King James VI and I) to 
ensure its completion. In places, there 
is litt le or no fl ow today.

Continue ahead, initially with 
sportsfi elds behind the fence on the 
right. At a small green, bear right into 
Firs Lane.

At the end of the houses on the left, turn 
left onto a path which enters Firs Farm 
Wetlands Park. The path bears left, 
then swings gradually right. You will 
pass ponds on your right, and there is a 
cemetery over to your left.

Just before you reach the bollards where a path leads out onto the 
main road, turn right to stay within the park. Follow the path for 
240m, then turn left to reach Great Cambridge Road.

Use the subway to cross the dual carriageway: when you 
emerge up the ramp, turn left into Deansway. Follow it 

for 500m to its end at Hazelbury Road.

There is a convenience shop and a café 
on Hazelbury Road.

Cross Hazelbury Road and turn right 
to follow it to Chalfont Road, where 
turn left. Turn right onto Hazelbury 
Green, then turn left along Park Lane.

Enter Pymmes Park at the corner of 
Park Lane and Sweet Briar Grove. Bear 
right initially to parallel Sweet Briar 
Grove, but bear left to keep a lake on 
your right.

Take a footbridge over the lake, and 
continue ahead to pass the park’s 
visitor centre on your right. Continue 
southwards to exit the park onto Silver 
Street, where turn left.

To the west of the gate, there is a simple 
memorial to a local man, John Christie, 
who was awarded the Victoria Cross 

Firs Farm wetlands

Christie memorial
Pymmes Park 20.6
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in 1917: the memorial was unveiled to mark the centenary of the 
award.

Pass a bus stop and, at the junction ahead, use the pedestrian 
crossing to cross Victoria Road. Continue ahead to reach Silver 
Street station across the paved area at the bridge where the railway 
crosses the road.

Silver Street is served by frequent Overground services connecting 
Liverpool Street with Enfi eld Town and Cheshunt.

Turn right from the station to reach the junction of 
Victoria Road and Sterling Way (the North Circular 

Road is in a tunnel beneath). You will need to use two pairs of 
light-controlled pedestrian crossings to reach the south side of 
Sterling Way, where turn left and return to the railway bridge.

Once under the bridge, turn right onto College Close. At the end 
of the terraced houses on the left, take a path left, which runs into 
College Gardens ahead. Follow College Gardens to Fore Street, and 
turn right.

Follow Fore Street through the commercial area, using the 
light-controlled pedestrian crossing to switch to the left-hand 
pavement. Pass the Silverpoint medical centre, then cross the end 
of Alpha Road to reach a mini-roundabout. Turn left here onto 
Claremont Street and follow its right-hand pavement across the 
end of Ingleton Road (at a small church) to Leyburn Grove where, 
just before a postbox, turn right. Follow Leyburn Grove to its end 
on Middleham Road. 

Turn left to follow Middleham Road to its end on 
Dysons Road, where cross and turn right.

There are a few shops on Dysons Road.

Cross the end of Willoughby Lane to reach Leeside Road at a 
roundabout. Unless you are making for Meridian Water station, 
cross Leeside Road here. Ascend to cross the railway and proceed 
to a major junction with traffi  c lights.

Meridian Water station, on the line between Liverpool Street and 
Hertford East, is off  to the left at this junction.

To continue from Leeside Road’s right-hand pavement, 
cross Watermead Way by a pair of light-controlled 

pedestrian crossings, to continue on a much slimmer Leeside Road, 
now crossing to its left-hand pavement to avoid the commercial 
traffi  c. Continue ahead beyond the road end on a path to cross 
Pymmes Brook, and turn right on a path which parallels the brook 
(which runs invisibly behind the overgrowth). 

Follow this path through Tott enham Marshes beneath the power 
lines and on to reach a signboard. Turn left to reach the Lee 
Navigation, where turn right and follow the path to a pair of locks.

There is a small café just before you reach the locks.

20.7
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Turn left on 
a footbridge 

to cross the Navigation, 
and turn left to follow the 
towpath northbound for 
about 500m.

Turn right to cross a (noisy) 
footbridge, and follow the 
path round to the left, and 
then to the right, to reach 
a bridge at a path junction. 
Follow the road over the 
water-channel, and up to 
Sandpiper Close, where 
bear right.

Follow Sandpiper Close up 
to its end (ignore the narrow path which descends to Waterhall 
Close), then use the ramp up the brick wall to reach Sinnott  Road. 
Turn left and follow the right-hand pavement: the street-name soon 
becomes Cooper Avenue, and then merges into Lawrence Avenue, 
which comes in from the right. Cross McEntee Avenue and take a 
path opposite (Garnett  Way) to Billet Road.

There is a convenience shop on Garnett  Way.

Turn left on Billet Road, then take the fi rst road on 
the right, Millfi eld Avenue, keeping to its right-hand 

pavement for its full length to North Countess Road. Turn right, then 
use the pedestrian crossing to transfer to the left-hand pavement, 
and turn left onto Pennant Terrace.

Follow Pennant Terrace and its successor Brett enham Road to a 
squeeze-point just beyond house number 90, where turn right to 
enter Lloyd Park.

Continue straight ahead (southwards) through the 
park: at the end, turn left after passing the William 

Morris Gallery on your left, then right to exit the park onto Forest 
Road.

Turn left, then cross the road at the pedestrian crossing. Double 
back, and turn left into Gaywood Road. At the top, turn right into 
Hoe Street. Take the fourth street on the right, Hatherley Road, then 
the second left, Cleveland Park Avenue.

At the end of Cleveland Park Avenue, turn right onto Walthamstow 
High Street, then turn left beyond the library onto Walthamstow 
Town Square. Take the path across the square to reach Selborne 
Road, and turn left to reach the bus station opposite Walthamstow 
Central station.

Walthamstow Central has Victoria Line services to central London, 
and Overground services to Liverpool Street and Chingford.

Lee Navigation, looking 
south from Stonefi eld Locks
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There are all facilities in High Street 
and Selborne Road, with a shopping 
mall to the west of the station.

Walthamstow Central station 
was established by the 1870s, and 
the line between Chingford and 
London was established by 1873. 
The line was electrifi ed in the late 
1950s, with services starting in 1960. 
The Victoria line arrived in 1968, 
and the Overground took over the 
Chingford services in 2015. Lloyd Park Mansion, 

Walthamstow


