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CTC
9

Bumble’s Green
to

Wormley

Start Bumble’s Green, near the telephone exchange  — EN9  2LP

Finish Wormley  — EN10  7QE

Distance 8.80km

Duration 1 hour 54 minutes

Ascent 86m

Access Occasional buses (not TfL) at start of section. Buses (not TfL) at end of section.

Facilities Shops and pubs in Wormley at end of section.

9.1 Bumble’s Green 0m

9.2 SW on R pvt of Long Green, then on roadside, to boundary sign, and post 15. 290m

9.3 Continue past Denver Lodge to jct with St Leonard’s Rd, and post 16. 1570m

9.4 N (B194) to Coleman’s Lane (site of post 17). 390m

9.5 L up lane to post 18 opp cott age. 290m

9.6 Continue on lane to post 19 on descent. 150m

9.7 Return past post 18; L on path; follow winding path to Clayton Hill. 1510m

9.8 Continue on path to Nazeing Rd; L for 700m to oxbow service rd on L. 1510m

9.9 L through fi eld beneath power lines; R over channel; L (Green Lane); bear 
R; over King’s Weir; L on towpath; cross at br; L beneath towpath to post 20.

1710m

9.10 R onto Slipe Lane; ahead to rly and post 21. 430m

9.11 Cross rly; ahead to main rd, where R to post 22 at number 137. 430m

9.12 Cross to lane opp; cross New River; R on towpath to Church Lane; L onto rd. 520m
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This section starts at the roundabout in 
Bumble’s Green, just south of the Nazeing 

telephone exchange building.

Occasional buses (not TfL) link this point with Waltham 
Cross and Harlow. This area is poorly served by public 
transport, the nearest regular services on the Coal Tax 
Circuit route being at Theydon Bois and Wormley.

A short way to the east of the roundabout, there is a 
pub. This may be of assistance if you arrive within 
serving hours.

This section crosses farmland and scrub, and is likely to 
be wet and muddy in places. Lightweight waterproofed 
boots are therefore recommended. A compass will prove 
very helpful, especially in the area of path changes: 
these have not, at the time of writing, been updated 

on the OS maps website (let alone on printed versions). Take extra 
care, allow extra time, and keep a close eye on children and the less 
sure-footed.

From the roundabout, go west on Long Green: the 
pavement ends after less than 200m and for the next 2km, 

you are consigned to roadside walking on a busy road.

If you are walking in a group, try to space yourselves out to give 
plenty room for oncoming cars to pass you, one person at a time, 
since there may not be road-width for cars to pass while you are 
being passed. Be sure to be seen, and keep something bright in your 
left hand to help oncoming drivers spot your presence.

About 100m after the pavement dies, you will reach post 15, across 
the road, next to the boundary sign.

The old cart route through Galleyhill Green was still important 
enough to merit a post, but down at valley level, the Corporation 
was not about to let Waltham Road away without its share of posts 
at either end of the parish boundary stretch.

Continue along Waltham Road, facing the traffi  c. Cross 
Laundry Lane, and descend past Denver Lodge to the 

junction with the B194.

There is really nothing of interest on 
this roadside stretch. Faced with such 
lack of stimulation on his cross-Europe 
trek, Patrick Leigh Fermor would break 
the monotony by declaiming poetry in 
any of fi ve languages, learned by rote 
during his unhappy schooldays.

This is one instance when such 
distraction cannot be recommended: 
your brain must be consumed by 
simple survival instinct as the traffi  c 

9.1

9.2

Post 15, at the boundary of 
Bumble’s Green

9.3Post 15 on Waltham Road
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bears down on you at 50mph (offi  cially, at least). One might wonder 
(though it is probably bett er to do so in retrospect) who came here 
from Antwerp, to bequeath the word Denver (from d’Anvers) to the 
farm across the road.

On the far side of the junction, on the right, post 16 leans a litt le (as 
so many of them do) in the verge.

Turn north onto St Leonard’s Road (B194), keeping the 
building which in former days was the Coach and Horses 

Inn (as shown on old maps) — now simply the Coach House — on 
your right, and ascend the road.

Alas! Refreshment would be more than welcome today.

About 300m up the road, you will notice some bollards on the left: 
cross, and use the service track between them and the woodland, to 
reach the junction with Coleman’s Lane.

This is stated to be the site of post 17, of which there seems to be no 
sign. Was it spirited away by angels (a bit heavy for their wing-power, 
surely?), or did it involve lifting gear as a means of cashing it in for 
its scrap value? There seems no mention of its having been moved 
to a place of greater safety, such as a local museum or country park.

Turn left up Coleman’s Lane: 200m ahead, you will see a 
footpath sign going off  to the right. Bear this in mind: it 

may come in handy (see below). A further 200m ahead, post 18 will 
be found on the left, opposite The Cott age.

The lane continues past houses on the right, then takes on 
a more rustic aspect as it begins to descend towards the 

Lee Valley. 150m ahead, post 19 is found on the left, just as well-kept 
as 18 up the hill.

From post 19, retrace your steps past post 18 to the 
footpath which goes off  left. This picks up a winding 

path over to Claydon Hill.

Follow the path down to the B194 at Lower Nazeing. 
Here, turn left, and follow its left-hand pavement for 

about 700 metres, where take the small service road which makes 
an oxbow on the left.

New building
in the Lee valley

9.4

9.5

9.6

9.7
9.8
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Directly underneath the electricity wires, 
take a kissing gate on the left, and cross the 

long fi eld. Beyond the pylon, you will fi nd your route 
coming closer to the river. Continue at the riverside 
until you meet a track coming from the south. Take this 
track to the right, over the channel. On the west side of 
the channel, the track runs out to a junction: here, turn 
left.

After 600m, you will join up with the main route, which 
comes in from the fl ood control barrier on your left. 
Continue on your route straight ahead.

Bear left, and follow the track under the electricity lines, and on to 
reach King’s Weir. Cross the weir, then bear left to a wharf beside 
the River Lee Navigation. Cross the Navigation by the bridge. Do 
not join the towpath, but continue ahead and down to the left to 
reach post 20, on the left, between the towpath and the lane.

This obelisk. much simpler than the usual cast-iron posts, is a 
“type 1” post: these are usually found by canals and rivers, where 
the smaller “type 2” posts would more easily become lost in the 
vegetation.

Turn right to walk directly away from the Lee 
Navigation, on straight Slipe Lane. Paths of the 

Lee Valley Country Park branch and cross, until you reach the 
railway line, and another obelisk, post 21.

This much more impressive post is a “type 4” post, used to 
impress the railway companies … at least until cost-cutt ing 
brought forth the rickety barbecue-lookalikes of type 5. This 
obelisk was re-erected after it was found in pieces, but the top 
of the shaft was never found.

Cross the railway with great care. Fortunately, 
the line is straight here for some distance in each 

direction, so you should have good visibility. If you see or 
hear a train, or can hear the rails singing, keep behind the gate 
barrier, and remember, one train may blind you to the existence 
of another coming in the opposite direction, or even following 
up behind.

Continue up Slipe Lane, now with modern housing, to its end. 
On the right is a small nineteenth-century free church of the 
Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion.

The Countess of Huntingdon’s Connexion is a small society 
(and smaller than it used to be) of churches of an evangelical 
bent, founded in 1784 by the then Countess of Huntingdon.

This was the age of le Réveil (literally, the Awakening) 
across Europe, the years when conservative (or Calvinist) 
Protestantism took hold. The major force in Britain was led by 
Thomas Haldane, though the forces of British Methodism soon 

Post 21 stands beside the 
railway linking Cambridge 
with Bishop’s Stortford and 
Liverpool Street

9.9

9.10

Post 20, beside and below
the River Lee Navigation

9.11
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latched onto the bandwagon, giving rise to a strand of 
Calvinistic Methodism.

Dr Thomas Chalmers, the Fife-born theologian who 
would become a Glasgow-based social reformer and 
architect of the Disruption which created the Free 
Church of Scotland, was not part of le Réveil, but 
operated in close parallel.

The church is today considered too small for some of 
its denomination’s bett er-att ended services, which are 
now held elsewhere.

Turn right and follow the right-hand pavement of High 
Road to reach post 22 outside number 137.

The position of the post in front of the house gives extra 
challenge to the residents as they park their cars.

Cross the road (it may take some time and a 
lot of patience) and take a narrow enclosed 

path opposite. This path leads to, and crosses, the New 
River, then follows the towpath as far as the next road 
bridge. This is Church Lane, and is reached by veering 
left through the scrub to reach a safer emerging point 
than the former exit onto the narrow bridge. This marks the end of 
this section of the Coal Tax Circuit route.

The New River was dug in the early years of the seventeenth century 
to bring fresh water to London from Amwell in Hertfordshire. 
Its backer was Sir Hugh Myddelton, a Welsh goldsmith and MP. 
Despite the obvious value, Myddelton needed successive royal 
handouts from King James I to fund its completion.

Cross the bridge to reach the centre of Wormley, with pubs, shops, 
and frequent buses (not TfL) up and down the Lee Valley. Beware, 
though, other than at the southern terminus of Waltham Cross 
(the northern end of the route is at Hertford), the stations seem to 
prefer the Hungarian model, being set back from the centre of the 
communities they serve. Note also that buses are only hourly on 
Sundays.

9.12

Post 22, outside
137 High Road, Wormley


