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The text in this book is merely an indication of what might be possible …
or what might have been possible at the time of researching (2017) or later revision.

All walking routes are subject to change, but the pace of urban change
is greater than in rural areas.

Each reader must assess whether each part of the route qualifi es
as suitable or safe for public access.

The author does not warrant any point of legality or safety
in any part of the description of the route.

Thanks are due to many people who have helped me with route-fi nding
and with intelligence local to a number of areas traversed by the route.

Their contributions enrich the route and the stories along it.
Clearly, any mistakes and misinterpretations remain with the author.

© 2017-22 I G Liddell

Front cover photograph: Ravenscourt Park (Hammersmith and Fulham)
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It’s the tops … but how did it come about
On several occasions, I had been asked, “What’s the highest point in London?”, and I 
immediately came back, asking, “What do you mean — the City, or Greater London?”.

In (almost?) every instance, I assume that the City of London — the “Square Mile” — is not 
what was meant by the question, so the only other viable option is Greater London, made up 
of the thirty-two boroughs and the separate jurisdiction which is the City of London. Nothing 
between these two poles matt ers. No, we are not interested in some historical aspic version 
of long-departed London County Councils, nor any arbitrary inner set, such as the bits with 
their E, EC, N, NW, SE, SW, W and WC postcodes — they mean nothing to the London of 
today, nor to any Londoner (barring those whose eyes are fi rmly set in the rear-view mirror 
of anachronistic nostalgia, sometimes mixed with incomer-phobia). Even the Greater London 
boundary is pliable: its bounds are approximated by, for example, the Metropolitan Police 
district, Transport for London’s six core Oyster zones, and the simplistic delivery cordon of 
the M25.

I managed to fi nd a list of borough tops online, which turned out to be not entirely accurate on 
the ground, though when I went to the spot and nosed around, the local summit was almost 
always easily found without the aid of an altimeter — Sutt on excepted. It was immediately 
obvious where the overall highest point was situated. That answer (Westerham Heights, 
London Borough of Bromley) detained me for a couple of seconds, but looking at the list as a 
whole brought more interest.

Like a metropolitan Munro-bagger, I started connecting them up in a loop. Now these points 
fall very roughly onto two concentric (and very bashed-about) circles, and there is, of course, 

The start (and fi nish) of the walk at Chancery Lane station, seen from across High Holborn.
The black-and-white bulk of Staple Inn dominates the streetscape
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a rather glaring diffi  culty in 
linking the eastern points — 
the River Thames.

Add to that the fact that, 
broadly speaking, there 
are inner-London and 
outer-London boroughs, and 
the route ended up as two 
concentric horseshoes, open 
to the east, linked as one loop. 
Any similarity between the 
route’s shape on the map and 
the symbol for the Congestion 
Charge is purely coincidental. 
Nevertheless, the shape on 
the map does lend itself to the 

shorthand form for the name of the route — the Capital C.

The route is a loop, so it is obvious that it may be started at any point on the route. Convention 
demands, however, that this book defi ne a start-point, which will also be its fi nish: any other 
borough would have been even more arbitrary, so I start with the City of London. Its summit 
is on its western edge, on High Holborn, near Chancery Lane. The Tube station of that name is 
very close to the summit, and so it became the start point.

To be fair, Pole Hill in Chingford has merit as an alternative start and fi nish point: it lies on the 
Greenwich meridian, and is close to Chingford station. The obelisk is a physical reminder of 
the location. You could call Pole Hill “London’s twelve o’clock”, and your fi nal fl ourish would 
be a fi ne run of mostly green space all the way across the northern rim. It would not take too 
much eff ort to bend the route to start and fi nish at the Greenwich observatory either. The other 
crossing points of the meridian (in Hither Green, Stratford New Town, and in a dip between 
Tatsfi eld and Chelsham) have less att raction as a start. Of course, if you live on (or near) the 
route, starting and fi nishing at home gives it a much more personal touch.

In making an initial route, I plott ed each stage (from summit to summit), trying to fi nd a 
relatively straightforward route, but taking advantage of any opportunity to leave residential 
(or worse, commercial) streets behind. I fed the numbers into my trusty spreadsheet, and 
gasped as the total distance came out at 300.00km. I’d guessed that as a rough total, but not 
that it would be within fi ve metres. Of course, second thoughts and experience on the ground 
has nullifi ed the cosmic signifi cance of that pinnacle of exactitude — to 318.33km, as it turns 
out, as the walk panned out at ’fi rst completion’, and 322.07km at the latest revision — but 
nobody really needs the distance to match a round number exactly, and that number will 
necessarily fl uctuate as paths and roads are re-aligned, or as the route has to change in line 
with developments. So, for the sake of argument, let’s call it a walk of about 320km.

Tracts of suburbia must still be borne — the interminable straightness-to-infi nity of Links 
Road, Tooting comes immediately to mind — and there are a few grit-your-teeth snatches 
of heavy traffi  c (the A12 in Chadwell Heath, say), but interest is everywhere. Look out for 
the developer’s stamp on the house designs here, the subtle gradations between blocks there, 
or technology–fuelled disregard for landscape elsewhere. People and stories from the past 
pop up in the most unlikely places. The City’s skyscrapers are seen from all sorts of angles, 
but other landmarks pop up in the views from diff erent locations — the red tower of Saff ron 
Square in Croydon, say, or Heathrow Airport.

Pole Hill, on the Greenwich meridian,
is adjacent to the summit of Waltham Forest
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The route may be followed 
with the trusty A-Z, though 
that publication may not show 
all paths. Of course, there 
are map applications on any 
smartphone, but watch out 
for waning batt ery levels: it’s 
the constant locational polling 
which drains the power — it 
may not be as life-threatening 
as it was for the idiots who tried 
to cross the Lake District with 
nothing more navigational 
than an iPhone, but still, it 
is unwise to rely solely on a 
phone batt ery.

The subscribers to OS Maps 
Online — a true bargain for any traveller in our cities and countryside — may have the best 
deal, being able to switch the handheld image between street map and OS map (with all its 
familiar conventions, especially the green dashes of public rights of way) while the batt ery 
lasts. Since the licence covers desktop and mobile use and the downloading of maps to paper 
(see licence information for full details), I prefer to carry A4 sheets printed at a scale of 1:25000 
from OS Maps Online.

I fold each of these sheets into eight panels, and I end up with a map not much bigger than a 
credit card. This tactic allies breast-pocket convenience (though don’t keep all the day’s maps 
there, or you will have a soggy mass before your day is out) with the confi dence that I may fi nd 
a return to the route after erring, or may fi nd an escape, should such be needed. I also have the 
app on my phone, in case anything happens to the paper maps (I once saw two of them take 
off  from my presence to keep an urgent appointment on the other side of the windswept M25 
cutt ing I was bordering). There is a reference link to the OS Maps Online home-page at the end 
of this introduction to the London Summits Walk route.

The late author and journalist Bernard Levin always insisted that urban walking requires a 
conceit, in order to whitt le down the limitless possibilities to go from A to B into a route with 
some internal consistency. He claimed that his favourite urban excursion was to walk from the 
Tower of London to Hampton Court and back, crossing every pedestrian-accessible bridge as 
he came to it, and staying as close to the river as possible without doubling back. There are new 
bridges over the Thames since he made his walk, but it is still an endlessly fascinating route, 
and an endlessly changing one, as the access to the riverside keeps changing shape.

The present route’s conceit is to tour the tops with minimal doubling back: it will take you 
to familiar lookouts, but will also through parts of London you don’t know, and which you 
would never have thought of visiting. Some of the surprises are mentioned in the text, but 
the main discoveries will be your own. Through these unpredicted revelations, you will fi nd 
yourself more connected to more parts of the city, and you will note places which merit a 
return, whether a park, a restaurant or a monument.

In fact, when you have fi nished this walk of the complete set of London’s borough tops, you 
might then call yourself a top Londoner.

This monument to James Thomson has been set into the ground at
King Henry’s Mound at the highest point of Richmond Park

(also the summit of Richmond-upon-Thames)
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The thirty-two summits
Hold on (I hear you ask), aren’t there thirty-two boroughs plus the City? Should that not mean 
that there are thirty-three summits? Indeed, there are, but two boroughs (Southwark and 
Lewisham) share the same summit. So there are only thirty-two summit locations. Here they 
are, in order of appearance on the London Summits Walk route.

In the table below, the heights of the summit points for each borough are given (in red) in 
metres above sea level, and there is a brief description of each summit location.

More detail regarding each summit is given within the sectional documents at the appropriate 
points of the general narrative.

City of London 22 High Holborn at Chancery Lane
Hackney 39 Seven Sisters Road, at Manor House station
Islington 100 St Joseph’s church, Highgate Hill
Haringey 129 Highgate at Hampstead Lane
Camden 134 Hampstead Heath bus stop, Spaniards Road
City of Westminster 52 Boundary Road at The Marlowes
Kensington and Chelsea 45 Harrow Road at Kensal Green Cemetery
Hammersmith and Fulham 46 Harrow Road near Scrubs Lane
Wandsworth 60 Putney Heath, near Tibbet’s Corner
Merton 55 Lauriston Road at Southside Common
Lambeth 110 Westow Hill at junction with Anerley Hill
Southwark/Lewisham 112 Sydenham Hill at Bluebell Close
Greenwich 132 Eaglesfi eld Park, on Shooter’s Hill
Bexley 83 Langdon Shaw, Sidcup
Bromley 245 Westerham Heights
Croydon 175 Sanderstead Plantation
Sutt on 147 Clockhouse Recreation Ground
Kingston-upon-Thames 90 Telegraph Hill, Malden Rushett 
Richmond-upon-Thames 56 King Henry’s Mound, Richmond Park
Hounslow 35 The Vale, Heston
Ealing 85 Horsenden Hill
Brent 92 Wakemans Hill Avenue
Hillingdon 134 Pott er Street Hill, Northwood
Harrow 153 Bushey Heath High Road at The Common
Barnet 146 Mote End Farm, Mill Hill
Enfi eld 129 N end of Monken Hadley Common
Waltham Forest 91 Pole Hill, Chingford
Redbridge 90 Cabin Hill, Hainault Forest
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Havering 105 Havering-att e-Bower church
Barking and Dagenham 43 Marks Gate cemetery, Whalebone Lane N
Newham 45 Dames Road, Talbot Road bus stop
Tower Hamlets 16 Mare Street at Regent’s Canal

The sections
Twenty-three sections, each considerably less than 20km make up the London Summits Walk 
route. The distances add up to around 320km — the break-points between sections have 
been designed with public transport options in mind. The start-point and the distance for 
each section are listed in order below, along with any borough summits met during the walk 
through that section.

Readers will probably want to combine, in some instances, consecutive sections into walks to be 
undertaken in a single day: intermediate stations, bus stops, and tram stops are highlighted in 
the text. In a few places, there are large gaps between optimal break-points: there are advisory 
notices within the sectional narrative at appropriate points where serious decisions may need 
to be made. These sections become fi xed points in building a working schedule for the route.

Since speed and stamina are specifi c to each walker, no “number of days for completion” is 
off ered. Specifi cally, it is not a race.

1 Chancery Lane station City of London; Hackney; Islington 13.06km
2 Highgate Haringey; Camden; City of Westminster; 

Kensington and Chelsea; Hammersmith 
and Fulham

14.48km

3 East Acton station 12.54km
4 Putney Heath Wandsworth; Lambeth 16.91km
5 Crystal Palace Southwark/Lewisham (joint summit) 12.67km
6 Blackheath station Greenwich 12.62km
7 Sidcup station Bexley 11.33km
8 Farnborough Bromley (and Greater London) 13.41km
9 Tatsfi eld Croydon 13.13km

10 Sanderstead Sutt on 13.57km
11 Chipstead 14.19km
12 Malden Rushett , Star Inn Kingston-upon-Thames 15.91km
13 Kingston-upon-Thames Richmond-upon-Thames 13.42km
14 Osterley station Hounslow 13.48km
15 Greenford station Ealing; Brent 13.71km
16 Kingsbury 14.34km
17 Ruislip Lido Hillingdon; Harrow 16.87km
18 Stanmore Barnet 11.84km
19 High Barnet station Enfi eld 17.35km
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20 Turkey Street station Waltham Forest 15.86km
21 Grange Hill Redbridge; Havering 12.84km
22 Marks Gate Barking and Dagenham; Newham 13.47km
23 Dames Road Tower Hamlets 14.24km

Times and distances
Each section is headed by details of the section of the walk, with distance and duration. The 
latt er is calculated with reference to Naismith’s Rule, which takes account of slope. For the 
purposes of the calculation, standard walking pace is set at 5 kilometres per hour: individual 
readers may adjust expected timings according to their natural speed.

Do not assume, though, that you can manage a faster gait: that will just put you under the 
cosh on expectations, and will leave no time to stand and stare. Urban walking has its own 
accelerations and decelerations, separate from its rural counterpart. The route’s sections are 
generally structured around the easiest points of access by public transport, and around 
lengths of about 6km, though some are necessarily shorter or longer. Key access points to 
public transport within sections are given at the appropriate point in the narrative.

Logistics and transport
It is assumed that public transport will be used to get to and from the route (and that this 
walk will be tackled on a day-by-day basis, rather than as one continuous hike). In most cases, 
returning to a car after a day’s walk would involve travelling inwards, then back out to the 
start. There are a few places where the lack of regular public transport (in particular, at the 
edge of the Oyster zones in the far north and south, or even beyond) will mean that you may 
need to plan a start and/or fi nish point for the day, rather than simply “stopping when you 
want”.

Most of the way, though, you are never far from a bus stop or a station. You will need to refer 
to Transport for London (TfL) for transport information within Greater London, but it is useful 
to have access to the national Traveline journey planner for the times when the route takes you 
over the London boundary. Weblinks are given at the end of this introduction.

It is always bett er to start out as early in the day as you can: after all, it doesn’t matt er if your 
travel to the start is in the dark 
(and much of the to-and-from 
travel in preparing the route 
was indeed undertaken in the 
pitch-black of the pre-dawn 
and the post-dusk). The 
crowds have not yet stirred 
themselves, and in winter, it is 
amazing how the heat from the 
sun just switches off  at about 
2pm (or even earlier if you are 
to the north of higher ground).

It might seem unnecessary to 
carry provisions while walking 
in the big city, but needing to 

Banstead Woods: ground cover in early January
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hunt down victuals can be distracting and dispiriting.If a café or pub is not reached at the right 
time of day (or is found to be closed), gloom may set in; at the wrong point of the natural cycle 
of walking spirit, the need for a formal stop can disrupt the fl ow of the walk.

Indeed, if you stick rigidly to the London Summits Walk route as given in the notes, tackling 
the individual subsections as described without deviation, there will be long stretches along 
which you will not encounter a shop on the route itself.

You should always carry a small water bott le and some emergency nibbles; on some stretches, 
it can be handy to have a sandwich or similar in reserve. You are encouraged to make use of 
local facilities in the areas passed through, but you should also make sure that you have a 
Plan B tucked away in your pocket or backpack — whether for yourself, or for someone you 
might meet who is in greater distress.

Summary and skeleton directions
At the beginning of each section is a summary and a set of skeleton set of directions. The 
purpose of these is to allow the walker to carry just the pages required … as long as the walker 
is confi dent enough.

The route-fi nding is described in full detail in the narrative text which follows.

Above, you will see the summary table from the fi rst section of the route: it is to be interpreted 
thus.

• The start and fi nish locations are given with a postcode for ease of homing in on 
an online map. Occasionally, the postcode will need to be qualifi ed by giving 
distance and direction, but most of the time, the hit will be close enough to avoid 
any ambiguity.

• The distance is given in kilometres (after all, that’s how the grid squares are 
constructed on the map); the duration is based on Naismith’s rule at a fl at-ground 
pace of 5 kilometres per hour, and accounting for slope.

• Public transport access (and, exceptionally, taxi options) are given for the start and 
end points of each section, and also for signifi cant locations which lie between these 
points.

• Facilities (shops, cafés, public toilets, etc.) are given in brief form, again for the start 
and end of the section, and for locations between these points. These facilities are, 
of course, subject to fl uctuation, and the reader is urged to check wherever possible, 

Start Chancery Lane station (Central Line) — WC1V  6DR

Finish Angel station (Northern Line, Bank branch) — N1  9LQ

Distance 2.61km

Duration 34 minutes

Ascent 28m

Access Tube at start and end of section. Buses at many locations en route.

Facilities All facilities available throughout this section.
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and should not rely exclusively on their continuing existence. Please be certain that 
the mere mention of the existence of a facility does not imply its endorsement by 
the author.

Below, you will see the skeleton directions for the fi rst part of the route (as far as Angel station), 

as they appear in the narrative.

The red subsection numbers in the left-hand column are repeated at the appropriate position 
in the narrative for the section, and also on the maps available from the OS Maps Online site. It 
is wise to remember that the distances in the right-hand column are not cumulative within a 
section, but rather, they are the distances for the individual subsections as described.

Skeleton directions are terse, with abbreviations. Compass points are given by the initials N, E, 
S and W, combining to give the sixteen main directions in the usual way. Other abbreviations, 
such as pvt (for pavement), stn (for station), fb  (for footbridge) or hosp (for hospital) should be 
obvious.

Within the narrative, the sixteen main compass directions are used for most instances of 
orientation. However, sometimes more accuracy is required, and a numerical compass bearing 
has to be given. It should be stressed that a compass is a very useful piece of equipment, even 
on suburban streets, but it becomes essential when crossing areas of heath or woodland (hello, 
Ashtead Common!) where thare is a multitude of paths (or none at all).

I try to keep out of the trap of “cross the stile, and make for invisible barn over the skyline”, a 
direction I found (and revised) within a set of route-notes to a long-distance path some forty 
years ago.

You will see that these directions are suffi  cient to follow the route if you have a capable map 
in your hand.

Overleaf, you will fi nd the above set of directions, rendered less tersely, and with the 
abbreviations fully expanded. Comprehensive directions are, of course, to be found within the 
narrative text in the sectional documents.

1.1 Chancery Lane stn, exit 4. 0m

1.2 W on High Holborn (L pvt); cross at refuge by Chancery Lane; W on High 
Holborn (R pvt); R onto Brownlow St; to pump.

280m

1.3 R; L on Jockey’s Fields; R on Theobalds Rd to Gray’s Inn Rd; ahead on 
Clerkenwell Rd (R pvt) to Hatt on Garden.

720m

1.4 Cross to L pvt past ch; L on Herbal Hill; ahead on Crawford Passage; cross 
Baker’s Row; R on Topham Street, L on Farringdon Rd (L pvt) to Mt Pleasant.

440m

1.5 R; E on Exmouth Mkt (R pvt); R onto Pine St (L pvt) to Spa Fields Park. 120m

1.6 L into park; cross park by R path; L on Skinner St (R pvt); Rosoman St to 
Finsbury Old Town Hall.

280m

1.7 R on Garnault Pl (R pvt); R on Rosebery Ave; L (Arlington Way); R (Chadwell 
St); L onto L pvt of St John St to Angel jct.

670m

1.8 Ahead (two road crossings) onto R pvt of Islington High St to Angel stn. 100m
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This expansion serves only to underline the use of the terse version, as the use of the expanded 
version in the section head would simply duplicate the narrative directions.

Maps of the route
The route is mapped and available on the OS Maps Online website and app (see the appropriate 
link at the end of this introduction). To fi nd the route, home in on the area of interest (making 
sure that the start of the section is covered by the displayed area). Select Routes, then Discover 
routes, and untick the Premium routes constraint. You should be able to scroll down alphabetically 
to fi nd the route. Be aware that those London Summits Walk routes with an asterisk against the 
title indicate sections numbered for a walk in the opposite direction to that as described in the 
narrative.

The London Loop and the Capital Ring
These two well-known circular routes coincide with the London Summits Walk route in several 
places, and provide a number of alternatives to the main route, and links to/from it. These 
routes are generally well waymarked. The reader is encouraged to become acquainted with the 
resources provided by Transport for London for these paths to complement the information 
given in this document.

1.1 Set off  from Chancery Lane station, using exit 4. 0m

1.2 Walk westwards on High Holborn using the left-hand pavement; cross at 
the refuge by Chancery Lane; continue westwards on High Holborn on the 
right-hand pavement; turn right onto Brownlow Street, and continue until 
your reach the pump.

280m

1.3 Turn right, then turn left onto Jockey’s Fields; turn right onto Theobalds Road 
and follow it to Gray’s Inn Road; continue ahead on Clerkenwell Road on the 
right-hand pavement, as far as Hatt on Garden.

720m

1.4 Cross to the left-hand pavement and walk past the church; turn left onto 
Herbal Hill; continue ahead onto Crawford Passage; cross Baker’s Row; turn 
right onto Topham Street; turn left onto Farringdon Road using the left-hand 
pavement to reach Mount Pleasant.

440m

1.5 Turn to the right, and continue eastwards across the junction onto Exmouth 
Market, using the right-hand pavement; turn right onto Pine Street and follow 
its left-hand pavement as far as Spa Fields Park.

120m

1.6 Turn left into the park; cross the park by the right-hand path; turn left onto 
Skinner Street and follow its right-hand pavement; continue on Rosoman 
Street to reach Finsbury Old Town Hall.

280m

1.7 Turn right onto Garnault Place and follow its right-hand pavement; turn right 
onto Rosebery Avenue; cross to the left-hand pavement and ascend Rosebery 
Avenue; turn left into Arlington Way; turn right into Chadwell Street; turn left 
onto the left-hand pavement of St John Street and follow it to Angel junction.

670m

1.8 Continue ahead, using two pedestrian crossings to the right-hand pavement 
of Islington High Street; continue ahead to reach Angel station.

100m
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The principal entry page for information about these routes is to be found on the Transport 
for London website — but a search for London Loop or Capital Ring should take you to the right 
place. Note that there are also offi  cial guide books for these routes, published by Aurum Press  
(and others less offi  cial) — but be sure to use the most recent edition of either guide. The points 
of entry and departure for these routes are noted at the appropriate place in the text here. Visit 
https://tfl .gov.uk/modes/walking/top-walking-routes for the index page.

The London Summits Walk route also coincides with the Thames Path (a National Trail) over 
short distances (at Hammersmith and Richmond).

Corporation of London
In the latt er part of the nineteenth century, the Corporation of the City of London began to 
purchase tracts of land beyond the City’s “Square Mile” boundaries to be preserved as green 
spaces for the recreation and benefi t of Londoners. Other common land was vested in the 
Corporation for safe keeping at around the same time.

These green spaces range from wild land, through farmed and managed landscapes (Hampstead 
Heath is a good example of the latt er) to smaller conventional “public parks” (such as Queen’s 
Park and West Ham Park).

On the fringes of London to the south of Croydon, several commons have come into the remit 
of the Corporation. Within these areas, you will see the Corporation’s black notice-boards with 
the shield-and-sword emblazonment (oh, and on the back of the board is a comprehensive list 
of by-laws.

The Corporation’s website has a lot of information about the many green spaces which they 
manage beyond the bounds of the City. In particular, there are often local footpath maps on the 
Corporation’s website (usually downloadable as PDF fi les) for particular areas, and you are 
advised to make use of these resources. These documents, however, may fall out of date and 
may even disappear from the website as other priorities may take hold for the Corporation.

The London Summits Walk route traverses several of these areas of green space. They are 
given in order of appearance.

Hampstead Heath — encountered in section 2

Queen’s Park — encountered in section 2

Riddlesdown — encountered in section 10

Kenley Common — encountered in section 10

Farthing Downs — encountered in section 10

Ashtead Common — encountered in section 11

Epping Forest

Yardley Hill and Hawk Wood — encountered in section 20

Chingford Plain and Lord’s Bushes — encountered in section 20

Wanstead Park — encountered in section 21

Wanstead Flats — encountered in section 22

On the Corporation’s website, the entry webpage for all of the green spaces managed by 
the City is https://www.cityofl ondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/green-spaces/ — the individual sites are 
searchable directly.
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The City of London also makes 
its presence visible in a number 
of places through its arms’ 
being emblazoned on “Coal 
Tax posts”.

These posts (many, but not 
all of them, made of cast iron) 
were placed around London 
during the 1860s to mark the 
entry-points within which a 
tax would be levied on coal 
and wine being brought into 
London. The various canal 
and railway companies each had a “pay-as-you-go” agreement with the Corporation, but still 
the boundaries were marked along the lines of steel and water, at the outer boundary of any 
parish which contained the point at a radius of  24km — expressed in those far-off  days as 
fi fteen miles — from the General Post Offi  ce in St Martin’s Le Grand (to the north of St Paul’s 
Cathedral). The railway companies, of course, had special agreements for carrying duty-free 
coal in and out of the capital for the purpose of feeding the trains’ locomotives, so the audit and 
accountancy needed to be accurate in order to satisfy the Corporation.

The posts have a variety of forms (some 
“posts” are simple plaques on walls: a 
cover-all term might be “markers”, but 
since most of them are posts, that has 
come down to us as the terminology). 
Today, the quality of their preservation 
is somewhat variable, many relying on 
local volunteers to maintain and repaint 
them from time to time. The revenue was 
intended to be used by the Metropolitan 
Board of Works, but (in a refrain which 
has not diminished in 150 years), it was 
still seen as benefi t for the centre, at the 
expense of the suburbs. The income from 
the tax on coal and wine was used in many 
projects — bridge tolls within London 
were abolished, the Embankments were 
built, but not much trickled out to the rest 
of the growing metropolis.

There is something of a question about 
the boundary markers, and it is rather 
fundamental. Why were they needed? 
The Thames boundaries for shipping 
were well established, and as noted above, 
there was an automatic collection process 
for tax on coal brought in by canal and 
rail. Of course, coal could theoretically 
be toted in on the backs of men or horses, Coal Tax post at Marks Gate

The Capital Ring crosses the route in Richmond Park
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but for fairly obvious reasons, the quantity brought in by such means was, to all intents and 
purposes, zero. But still, the handsome pillars and plaques were turned out — about two 
hundred roadside markers still exist today (though some of these are now on footpaths and 
bridleways) — and many are kept up in pristine condition in the brilliant white, black and red 
of the City colours.

Why?

Did the Corporation not realise that the jaggers and packmen had, as it were, packed in the coal 
and wine trade? That seems unlikely, since they had the evidence before them. Was it, perhaps, 
a bit of nostalgic breast-beating by the Corporation? After all, “London” was by 1860 much 
more than the Square Mile, and all the Urban and Rural District Councils had a share of the 
limelight. The Metropolitan Police District was, at that time, bounded by the outer boundaries 
of parishes which had part of their territory within 24km (fi fteen miles) of Charing Cross: it has 
been changed several times since (in 1946, the City of London was excluded). The existence of 
the Metropolitan Police District may have been seen by the Corporation as convenient, and the 
idea of a Police boundary so obvious throughout the metropolis would not have brought forth 
any objection from the force.

Online resources for other areas
The Corporation of London is not the only body to provide local maps and allied information 
about green spaces traversed by the London Summits Walk route: walkers are directed to 
the following web resources managed by other organisations and groups for their particular 
nature reserves, commons or other such areas. Note that there is no space where a URL breaks 
onto a second line in the list below.

Two aspects of canal towpaths
Left — the Grand Junction Canal Company’s mile-marker on the canal in Hanwell (section 34)
Right — a string of boats moored on the Hertford Union Canal (section 58)
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• Wimbledon and Putney Commons — encountered in section 9 
htt p://www.wpcc.org.uk/the-commons/location-and-parking

• Barnes Common — encountered in section 9 
htt p://www.barnescommon.org.uk/

• Wandle Trail — encountered in section 10 
htt p://www2.merton.gov.uk/leisure/visiting/att ractions/wandletrail.htm

• Crystal Palace Park — encountered in section 12 
www.bromley.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/1199/crystal_palace_park_leafl et.pdf

• Selsdon Wood — encountered in section 21 
htt p://www.friendsofselsdonwood.co.uk/map.php

• Richmond Park — encountered in section 31 
htt ps://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/richmond-park/map-of-richmond-park — 
and the linked pdf map

• Celandine Route and Ruislip Woods — encountered in sections 40 and 41 
htt ps://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/walking

• Stanmore Common — encountered in section 43 
htt p://www.harrowncf.org/SCP_home.html

• Monken Hadley Common — encountered in section 46 
htt p://www.monkenhadleycommon.net/documents.html

If, when you are trying to access them, any of these links should be broken, try visiting the 
home-page of the organisation concerned (e.g., htt p://www.monkenhadleycommon.net/) and 
navigate from there.

Online resources for transport and logistics
There are some very useful resources from the major transport players, and from others. A few 
of the most notable are listed below.

• Transport for London — htt ps://tfl .gov.uk/ 
Full details of TfL services, including timetables, bus route maps, status reports, live 
arrival data, journey planning, and more. Also, resources for walking routes in London.

• Traveline — htt p://www.traveline.info/ 
Journey planning for public transport across the country. TfL is generally more detailed 
within London, but Traveline is needed when you stray beyond the TfL area.

• National Rail — htt p://www.nationalrail.co.uk/ 
Journey planning for rail services (note that rail services within London are incorporated 
seamlessly into the TfL journey planner).

• Ordnance Survey — htt ps://explore.osmaps.com/ 
Access to Ordnance Survey maps online, for desktop, laptop, tablet and smartphone. 
Printing maps is possible. Walkers are urged to take out a subscription: the cost will be 
repaid countless times over.

• Bikehike — htt p://www.bikehike.co.uk/mapview.php 
Using OpenStreetMap, footpaths and cycle paths are overlaid on the base map. Useful 
for viewing link paths to and from the route.


