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Chancery Lane to Highgate,
via

summits of the City of London, 
Hackney and Islington

Start Chancery Lane station (Central Line) — WC1V  6DR

Finish Highgate Village at Angel Inn — N6  5JT

Distance 13.06km

Duration 2 hours 54 minutes

Ascent 173m

Access Tube and bus at many locations en route.

Facilities All facilities available throughout this section.

1.1 Chancery Lane stn, exit 4. 0m

1.2 W on High Holborn (L pvt); cross at refuge; L; R onto Brownlow St; to 
pump; R; L; R to Gray’s Inn Rd; ahead on Clerkenwell Rd; L on Herbal Hill; 
ahead on Crawford Passage; cross Baker’s Row; R on Topham Street, L on 
Farringdon Rd (L pvt) to Mt Pleasant.

1440m

1.3 R; R onto Pine St; L to cross park; L); Rosoman St;. R; R on Rosebery Ave; L 
(Arlington Way); R (Chadwell St); L to Angel jct; ahead to Angel stn.

1210m

1.4 N on Islington High St to Essex Rd; ahead over Cross St; steps L; R into gdns; 
follow park path; cross Canonbury Rd; riverside path to St Paul’s Rd.

1980m

1.5 Ahead past Canonbury stn to/along Petherton Rd; cross Green Lanes; path 
R of ch; L; L to Green Lanes.

1390m

1.6 Through park; L with ho on R; half-L; exit park; R to The Castle. 1360m

1.7 Follow New River Path; L on Woodberry Grove; L on Seven Sisters Rd to 
Manor House stn. 

1380m

1.8 Into park; L on perimeter road; R on path; through formal gdn; R of playgd; 
L of café; over perimeter rd; cross rly; R on Parkland Walk to Stroud Green.

1330m

1.9 Continue on Parkland Walk to exit L at Stanhope Rd. 1610m

1.10 L up Stanhope Rd; R up Hornsey Rise; by Archway Bridge to Highgate Hill; 
R up Highgate Hill to junction with South Grove. 

1360m
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The circular route of 
the London Summits 

Walk takes as its conventional 
start Chancery Lane station, 
near the western edge of the 
City of London. If you are 
arriving by Tube, or are using 
the station subway, you should 
use Exit 4, the exit in the 
south-western corner.

Of course, since this is a circuit 
walk, any point may be chosen 
as the start. For the sake of the 
description, though. this is the 

starting point (and fi nishing point) of the walk.

The City of London is not one of the Boroughs of Greater London, 
but is a county and city in its own right. The City has its own 
Lord Mayor; while the Mayor of London is elected directly by 
all Londoners in the thirty-two boroughs. While the fi nancial 

institutions cluster in the eastern part of the 
City, it is the legal profession with which the 
western part is associated. As adjunct business,  
the document depository of the Public Record 
Offi  ce was established in Chancery Lane: it 
is now in premises bett er suited to document 
storage in Kew, operating under its new title of 
The National Archives.

The original entrance to the station, when it was 
built in 1900, was at 31-33 High Holborn, on the 
north side, almost exactly at the summit of the 
City of London. It would have made an even 
more convenient starting point than the 1930s 
relocation of the station portal.

Emerge from the Central Line at 
Chancery Lane station onto the 

south side of High Holborn, beside the 
black-and-white grandeur of Staple Inn. Walk 
up the street to the west (that is to say, away 
from Staple Inn). After about 90m, just before 
reaching Chancery Lane, you will see a refuge 
in the middle of the street, with traffi  c lights 
controlling the Chancery Lane junction.

The decorative pole in the centre of the refuge is 
at the summit of the City of London, 22m above 
sea level, and indeed this marks the western 
boundary of the City of London on High 
Holborn, here abutt ing the London Borough of 
Camden.

1.1

1.2

Parish pump, Jockey’s Fields

The summit of the City
of London, High Holborn
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Crawford Passage
from Herbal Hill

Cross the road at the refuge. Turn left to continue along High 
Holborn, now using its right-hand pavement, then turn right into 
Brownlow Street (that is to say, walking against 
the fl ow of the one-way traffi  c). At the far end 
of Brownlow Street, you will come to a fi ne 
black cast-iron parish pump, with the relevant 
parochial crests painted on its base.

Turn right at the pump, then left to follow 
Jockey’s Fields (a street, no grass) to its far end 
at Theobalds Road, where turn right to reach 
the next major thoroughfare of Gray’s Inn 
Road, which runs from High Holborn towards 
Kings Cross.

On Mondays to Fridays during daylight hours, 
a gate at the corner of Jockey’s Fields near the 
pump may give access to Gray’s Inn Gardens: 
the exit near the far corner gives onto Gray’s 
Inn Road near Theobalds Road. At other times, 
the gate is locked.

Gray’s Inn is one of the four Inns of Court: any 
practising barrister in England and Wales must 
be a member of one of the four. The others are 
Lincoln’s Inn, the Middle Temple and the Inner 
Temple. There is a mutual agreement among 
the four Inns that they do not specify a date of 
foundation, in order that there be no argument 
about primacy by age.

Cross Gray’s Inn Road and go straight 
ahead onto Clerkenwell Road, following the 
right-hand pavement for about 300m. Cross the 
north end of Hatt on Garden — the jewellers’ 
premises are all located farther down to the 
right, nearer High Holborn.

On the far wall as you cross, you will see a blue 
plaque to Sir Hiram Maxim, who developed 
and manufactured the Maxim gun here, right 
in the middle of London. Once across Hatt on 
Garden, you will see a church on the far side of 
the road, with an Italian delicatessen (Terroni’s) 
next door.

You may have noticed other Italian businesses 
nearby (there is even a driving school whose 
instructors give lessons in Italian — we hope 
with the British Highway Code in mind — still 
operating from premises on Clerkenwell Road). 
There has been a strong Italian community in 
this part of Clerkenwell since the nineteenth 
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century, and St Peter’s here is still their mother church and 
community hub.

Cross over to the church, and a few paces beyond, turn left to 
descend the narrow lane called Herbal Hill, to its foot, where Ray 
Street crosses.

You are now standing at the level of the River Fleet, which rises 
on Hampstead Heath and now fl ows underground for much of 
its course. The litt le maze of winding narrow streets down here is 
a remnant of the days before the river was culverted: the area is 
described in Oliver Twist, by Charles Dickens.

Cross Ray Street, and carry on straight ahead, up the street called 
Crawford Passage. Go over the next cross-street (Baker’s Row) 
then, after a short pedestrian stretch protected from traffi  c by 
bollards, you reach the curiously named Coldbath Square. Turn 
right here into Topham Street (a yellow-brick multi-storey car park 
ahead is your guide) to emerge onto Farringdon Road at another 
of Clerkenwell’s venerable Italian family delicatessens, Gazzano’s, 
where you will turn left onto Farringdon Road to reach the hilltop.

At the top of Farringdon Road: your eye is drawn to the large Art 
Deco building which bears the words Mount Pleasant.

This has been the nerve centre of the Post Offi  ce in London for 
nearly a century. The Postal Museum is located here, and is home 
to a tiny underground railway which links up the railway termini 

north of the Thames, from Paddington to 
Liverpool Street.

A few paces to your left down Rosebery 
Avenue, the large shoe-box building 
which is part of the Post Offi  ce’s estate 
is decorated on its south side with two 
rows of postal destinations, the upper 
row containing London locations, the 
lower listing locations around the United 
Kingdom, including Perth, Larne, Neath 
and Truro. All bar three of the latt er are 
fi ve-lett er words: Exeter, Bath and York 
are the exceptions, but they are clearly 
still short enough to fi t on the wall — here, 
there is room for neither Oswaldtwistle 
nor Drumnadrochit, let alone that very 
well-known Welsh village!

Make your way across the top of 
Farringdon Road, but be careful 

not to drift leftwards towards Rosebery 
Avenue. Rather, keep close to the building 
on your right, which takes the Farringdon 
Road corner (the street-name is Exmouth 
Market). Almost immediately turn right, 

Mount Pleasant Post Offi  ce 
building

1.3
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down Pine Street (a one-way street with traffi  c coming towards 
you).

If you do not turn down Pine Street, but keep ahead, you will remain 
on Exmouth Market, with a broad selection of shops and plenty of 
opportunities to fi nd something to eat. You may then continue to 
the far end, to pick up the route at Old Finsbury Town Hall, but that 
would miss some litt le jewels of this part of London.

Going down the left-hand pavement of Pine Street, you will pass a 
building of standard inter-war municipal architecture.

This used to be a maternity pavilion for the Borough of Finsbury, a 
local government responsibility which is now long departed and is 
merely a footnote of the capital’s history (the building’s foundation 
pre-dates the 1948 birth of the National Health Service). This 
building has found new life as a central resource for children who 
stammer, named after somebody who surmounted this challenge 
to rise to success in his chosen fi eld — a gentleman by the name of 
Michael Palin.

Just beyond this centre, a gate on the left gives access to Spa Fields 
Park.

This area was established as a burial ground during the late 
eighteenth century, but the site soon became surrounded by tall 
buildings, which hemmed in the green space. Around the time 
that Messrs Burke and Hare were providing Edinburgh’s eager 
anatomists with their specimens, bodies were regularly exhumed 
from Spa Fields. Here, they were burnt (at the spot where the 
modern park building stands today) to make room for new corpses. 
However, the enclosed nature of the burial ground turned out to be 
the undoing of the resurrectionists: the constant charnel-stench of 
death pervaded the surrounding buildings, and the grisly practice 
was eventually stopped by the authorities after many a volley of 
local complaints.

Make your way past the park building to exit by a small gate onto 
Skinner Street. On your way, note the “Bourne and Hollingsworth 
Buildings” on the right.

The large Bourne and 
Hollingsworth department 
store was an Oxford Street 
institution (on the corner of 
Berners Street) from 1902 until 
it closed in 1983. It gave its name 
to a bar and restaurant near 
the Oxford Street location. In 
turn, this has spawned another 
branch here in Clerkenwell.

On Skinner Street, turn left to 
follow it (and its extension of 

Spa Fields Park, Bourne and 
Hollingsworth Buildings
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Rosoman Street) to the end of 
Exmouth Market.

Across the junction, you will  
see the warm red-brick exterior 
of Old Finsbury Town Hall 
Now occupied by a dance 
academy, this building was 
once the administrative centre 
of the Borough of Finsbury. At 
fi rst sight, it may look as if it 
is only a building which was 
constructed in the standard 
municipal style of its era, but it 
is worth a second look to pick 
out some of the architectural 
details.

The Art Nouveau elements on the exterior have been merged with 
some quasi-Elizabethan brick elements (seen especially in the 
chimneys), with more modern ornamentation. This is, however, 
nothing on the interior of the Town Hall, which scaled heights of 
Art Nouveau which are more associated with such giants of the day 
as Charles Rennie Mackintosh in Glasgow and Northampton, and 
Alphonse Mucha in Prague and elsewhere.

Exmouth Market, with its eating-houses and shops, lies off  to the 
left at this point.

Bear right along Garnault Place, with the east fl ank of the Town 
Hall on your left (noting the Mark I Gilbert Scott  telephone box), 
to re-join Rosebery Avenue. Cross to its left-hand pavement and 
continue up the hill, where the vista is dominated by the pomp (and 
the pump) of the Metropolitan Water Board.

The Board was constituted in 1903 to consolidate all the local water 
companies in London, bringing them under co-ordinated public 
control for the fi rst time. It was dissolved in 1974 to become part 
of what is now Thames Water. Its headquarters, here at New River 

Head, has been converted to 
residential use; as has the later 
laboratory building farther up 
the hill. The Metropolitan Water 
Board’s crest still carries pride 
of place on the rotunda wall, 
its scroll bearing the punning 
mott o (given in non-punning 
Latin): I rained over a united city.

The New River was a 
daring seventeenth-century 
engineering project to bring 
fresh water to London, and its 

Metropolitan Water Board: 
former headquarters

Finsbury Old Town Hall
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canalised course ended here: the project will be described in greater 
detail in the next section, which follows part of its length.

Climb, then, to the rotunda corner of the laboratory building, and 
turn left into Arlington Way. Sadler’s Wells Theatre, one of London’s 
premier venues for ballet and dance, is just ahead on Rosebery 
Avenue. Arlington Way is a quiet street with houses, shops and the 
Shakespeare’s Head pub.

Take the dog-leg to the right onto Chadwell Street at the top: this 
will lead you onto St John Street, coming up from the eastern part 
of Clerkenwell. Turn left here, and follow St John Street (a part of 
the original Great North Road towards Edinburgh) up to the traffi  c 
lights at the busy Angel. junction

When you arrive at the ever-busy junction, you will need to 
negotiate two sets of pedestrian lights, since you are going from 
the south-western corner of the junction to its north-eastern vertex. 
This manœuvre allows you to reach Islington High Street on its 
right-hand pavement.

The Angel, Islington is one of these London phrases which seem 
to come out as a single word. Decades of popular exposure via 
the games of both Monopoly and (later) Mornington Crescent have 
fi xed it in the capital’s vocabulary. The original “Angel, Islington” 
was a coaching-house, and the domed building which occupies the 
north-western corner of the junction is just the latest building to 
occupy the site. Built in 1903 with warm London terracott a facing 
(which was so very fashionable 
at the time), and originally 
a hotel, it has now been 
converted into offi  ces.

The modern block which takes 
the southwest corner (called 
the Angel Centre) stands on 
the site of the coaching inn’s 
stables: they were cut off  from 
the inn in 1756 when the New 
Road (at the time, London’s 
northern ring road) was built. 
The line of the New Road is now 
taken by Marylebone Road, 
Euston Road, Pentonville Road 
and City Road.

Though the hotel is now long 
gone, as is the Lyon’s Corner 
House which was established 
on the site in 1921, there still 
exists an Angel Inn next door on 
Islington High Street — today, 
it is a branch of the ubiquitous 

The Angel, Islington, seen 
from the south-east
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chain of thousands of JD Wetherspoon 
pubs across the country.

On the right as you enter Islington High 
Street, you will fi nd Angel station.

Nearby, opportunities abound to stop for 
food or drink at one of the many cafés, 
restaurants or pubs at and around Angel, 
and ahead on Upper Street.

From Angel station, walk away from the 
junction with City Road (turning right, 

that is, if exiting the station). 
Veer away from the main road to 

pass in front of the York pub, continuing 
on the same line along the narrower 
Islington High Street.

This street dwindles into a busy pedestrian 
passage, with a gamut of shops and other 
businesses ranging from the twee to the 
moth-eaten.

Over to your left, you may catch a glimpse, 
at the southern point of Islington Green, 
of the statue of Sir Hugh Myddelton 
(1560-1631), a Welsh clothmaker (and, 
inter alia, mine-owner, banker, goldsmith, 

engineer, and MP), the man who was the force behind the New 
River project (see below).

Stay on the narrow street until it runs into Essex Road, near the 
eastern corner of Islington Green.

Continue along Essex Road in the same direction, crossing to the 
left-hand pavement at a suitable place. As you continue along the 
road, you will see the trend in the shops slip gradually from haute 
couture to hot dogs, from tapas to taxidermy.

Shortly after crossing Cross Street (and passing the taxidermist, 
with the jolly business name of Get Stuff ed!), at a bus stop in front of 
a coff ee shop, climb a few steps to the left and go through a railing 
gate at the right-hand end of the top step. Join a tarmac path in a 
narrow green strip (a short stretch at the beginning is known as 
Astey’s Row Rock Gardens): this is the New River Path.

Be careful not to take the path immediately behind the coff ee shop! 
Pass to the right of a children’s playground, and follow the path out 
onto Canonbury Road at the Myddelton Arms pub.

Cross the road, then pick up the New River Path again, a few metres 
along Canonbury Grove. Here, you will catch your fi rst glimpse of 
water in the New River.

1.4

The narrow and car-free 
shopping area of Islington 
High Street
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The New River was dug 
between 1608 and 1613 to bring 
a supply of fresh water from 
the River Lea in Hertfordshire 
to serve London. The Lea 
was tapped at Amwell, near 
Ware, and fl owed for about 
60km. Though rather wider 
than the levadas on the island 
of Madeira, it serves the same 
function, moving water by 
gravity to where it is needed.

Despite the project’s obvious 
potential, its fi nancial position 
began so shakily that Myddelton had to gain assistance from King 
James I (actually, to be precise, King James VI and I) to ensure its 
completion. In places, there is litt le or no fl ow today.

The path meanders alongside the New River, keeping close to 
Canonbury Grove. It emerges from its park to cross Willow Bridge 
Road, then continues roughly parallel to fi rst Douglas Road, then 
Islay Walk, then Douglas Road North. The path emerges eventually 
onto St Paul’s Road.

You may see bales of straw in the river: they are put there to 
encourage waterfowl to nest. However, the bales are also used by 
turtles which have been abandoned in an inconsiderate manner by 
people who have become bored with their pets.

Cross the road, then bear slightly left to take up the 
right-hand pavement of Wallace Road. Continue in a 

straight line past Canonbury station into Petherton Road.

At the roundabout ahead (where Beresford Road goes off  to the 
right), Petherton Road branches into a dual carriageway, with the 
roadways separated by a broad, central reservation. A path has 
been walked along the middle: if you take this (and it is advisable 
to do so in dry conditions), you will actually be walking on top of 
the river, which is culverted below. If you decide that you must 
remain on a pavement (for example if the central strip is in a muddy 
condition), it is bett er to choose the one on the right.

Continue to the far end, where Petherton Road meets Green Lanes. 
Turn right at the sharp corner to fi nd a convenient pedestrian 
crossing. 

There is also a convenience shop at this point.

Cross the road, and turn left to pick up the path again, passing to 
the right of a modern church. The route of the river is covered over 
here by allotments.

At the end of the path, bear left along Clissold Crescent, then go left 
to reach an entrance to Clissold Park, back on Green Lanes again.

1.5

The New River, with
ornamental aeration
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Green Lanes, with its curious plural form, is actually one of the 
longest streets in London, linking up a line of drovers’ tracks for 
over ten kilometres through what is now the endless suburbia of 
north London. 

Along this route into the city, many drovers brought catt le from 
Hertfordshire to the City’s Smithfi eld Market. Now a main road, 
there is not much green about it, save for the areas like Clissold 
Park which adjoin its route.

Step into Clissold Park, taking the broad tarmac path 
which bisects the corner of the park, to reach an ornamental 

fountain. Bear right here, and soon after, keep to the right of a small 
urban farm.

Beyond a small lake, turn left to reach the driveway to Clissold 
House, and pass to the far end of the house, where there is a major 
path junction.

Here there is a park café. Toilets are round to your right in the 
basement of Clissold House.

The fi ne eighteenth-century Paradise House, with its surrounding 
parkland was built for Jonathan Hoare, who was a prominent 
merchant and a fervent campaigner against the slave trade. The 
estate then passed to Augustus Clissold (when the house was 
renamed).

After Augustus Clissold’s death, the park was released as a 
space for public recreation and enjoyment. There are nice litt le 
touches of individuality which have been set into the park and its 
characteristics, such as the lion’s-head benches emblazoned with 
the park name on their cast-iron frames.

Augustus Clissold was a member of a noted family from Stroud 
in Gloucestershire. He was ordained into the Anglican priesthood, 
becoming a curate, fi rst at St Martin in the Fields and later at 
St Mary’s, Stoke Newington, just across Church Street from Clissold 

House. In his forties, he became 
att ached to the teachings 
of Emanuel Swedenborg, 
becoming president and then 
chairman of the Swedenborg 
Society, when he resigned from 
the priesthood.

Swedenborg was a 
well-connected Swedish 
scientist who was one of 
the forefathers of neural 
science; he broke away from 
the Lutheran doctrine of 
relying on faith alone, being 
convinced of the virtues of 

1.6

Lion’s-head bench,
Clissold Park
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communion with God. In later 
years, some Swedenborgians 
have maintained that the 
only writings with full divine 
authority are those writt en by 
Swedenborg himself.

Here, the route is joined by 
section 12 of the Capital Ring, 
running in its anti-clockwise 
direction.

With your back to the house, 
then, leave the “tarmac 
junction”on a path half-left 
from your approach, to the 
right of the path which borders 
the other arm of the lake (formerly a part of the New River). Follow 
this path to leave Clissold Park at a lodge. Turn right onto Green 
Lanes again. Cross Lordship Park (a street, not a green space), and 
pass a row of shops on the other side of Green Lanes.

On your right, a forbidding building rises up: this is the Castle. Once 
an engine-house of the Metropolitan Water Board, it now serves as 
an indoor climbing centre, with routes of a variety of diffi  culty, and 
facilities for training new climbers (particularly children).

Turn right onto the Castle’s access road, whose entry lies 
opposite Myddelton Avenue, and pick up the New River 

Path, as signposted on the left. The path soon crosses the riverbed 
and continues with the water on the right. Soon, the West Reservoir 
of Woodberry Down (much used for sailing and other water-borne 
pursuits) adjoins the far side of the New River — it and its East 
twin were the rationale for the building of the engine-house. To the 
left, the Woodberry Down Estate is part-way through a makeover 
to bright new blocks of fl ats, both luxury 
and social.

Your brush with this vast renovation 
project will culminate at a wet gaze-ball 
with an att endant water feature over on its 
right (Frank Lloyd Wright may rest easily: 
this does not set up any competition 
for his Fallingwater house not far from 
Pitt sburgh). After you pass the huge 
gaze-ball, turn left onto the street called 
Woodberry Grove.

Here, section 12 of the Capital Ring parts 
company with the route to take a longer 
journey to Finsbury Park.

Shops here can provide any essential food 
or drink).

Clissold House

Ornamental gaze-ball 
feature next to

new housing on the
Woodberry Down estate

1.7
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Follow Woodberry Grove up to Seven Sisters Road. Turn left 
along Seven Sisters Road, passing some of the original fl ats of the 
Woodberry Down estate.

This large estate of about 2000 dwelling units was planned by the 
London County Council in the 1930s, drawing inspiration from the 
architectural styles which had become important in the planning of 
social housing in the Netherlands, Germany and Austria.

It will be no surprise to learn that the plans had to be redrawn after 
the Second World War, when the need for regeneration was more 
acute. It was decided at that time that the estate was now to contain 
uniform blocks of either fi ve or eight storeys, in order to facilitate 
planning and maintenance.

At the same time, a deliberate decision was made (following the 
Germanic architectural principles which held sway at the time) 
that each of the blocks should be set on a north-south axis so that 
each dwelling would benefi t from natural sunlight at some point of 
the day — morning or afternoon, depending on whether the unit 
faced east or west. In addition, the eight-storey blocks had touches 
of Mitt eleuropa modernism throughout — in the intensity of their 
eaves, in the upper balconies which were cantilevered outwards, 
and in the pastel cream and blue of the walls.

The smaller fi ve-storey blocks, though, 
bore more clearly the pedigree of fl ats 
which had been built for London County 
Council, using the same plans as for blocks 
of fl ats across the capital.

The fi rst tenants of the Woodberry Down 
estate took up residence in 1948. In a 
twenty-year programme (scheduled to 
complete in 2031), all of these fl ats will be 
replaced by over 5000 new dwelling units.

It would be interesting — indeed, it 
would be architecturally important — to 
see one of each type of block conserved (at 
least as far as the exterior is concerned) as 
a model of the mid-century Mitt eleuropa 
grand design.

At the Manor House road junction 
(the summit of the London Borough of 
Hackney at 39m above sea level), make 
your way carefully across Seven Sisters 
Road at one set of pedestrian lights. Glance 
down Green Lanes before crossing it at 
another set of lights, and you will see the 
tall brick chimney of the old engine-house 
which is now the Castle climbing centre, 
passed some minutes earlier en route.

The view down Green Lanes 
from Manor House
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Here, we reach Manor House Tube station. Ahead, the gates of 
Finsbury Park beckon you to continue the route.

Restaurants, cafés and shops abound in the vicinity, with one café 
across Green Lanes beside the gates of Finsbury Park. There are 
toilets at the Finsbury Park gates.

The park opened in 1869, one of the fi rst of London’s great municipal 
parks: it was almost called Albert Park, after the late Prince Consort 
(whose name is not remembered in nearly enough dedications — 
he was a great innovator and supported other innovators) — but 
the local name stuck. Even before the creation of the park, the 
area (then known as Hornsey Wood) was a favourite retreat from 
London’s smoke and grime, and as far back as the middle of the 
eighteenth century, a tea-room was established at what is now the 
highest point in the park.

The park now contains the usual municipal mix of neat lawns, 
children’s play areas, wilder land, and sports facilities, including 
London’s prime public facilities for the transatlantic sports of 
softball, baseball and American football.

There is a café in the lodge on the right of the gates.

Enter Finsbury Park through its big gates. You may reach 
the café from inside the gate on the right. Step forward 

to cross the park’s peripheral road, and then take the smaller path 
half-left. This path bears left to run parallel to the peripheral road 
for a few paces before swinging fi rst to the right, then left.

At this point, the route is joined by section 12 of the Capital Ring, 
running anti-clockwise.

Pass some fl ower beds (this is known as the Mackenzie Garden, 
after one of the senior planners of the park, Alexander Mackenzie) 
to reach some children’s play-pools: skirt to the left of these to 
continue westwards (another café is up to your right, with toilets in 
the same building, round to the right). Cross the peripheral road at 
the zebra crossing, and make straight for the footbridge ahead: this 
crosses the East Coast Main Line railway.

Once across the bridge, take the path on the right, with the 
wedge-shaped lineside building on your right.

This cinder path is actually the 
trackbed of an old railway. This 
branch line left the main line 
at Finsbury Park, and ran to a 
station right next to Alexandra 
Palace (not the current 
Alexandra Palace station to the 
east of the Palace).

Alexandra Palace (it was 
renamed from The Palace of the 
People in honour of Princess 

Mackenzie Gardens,
Finsbury Park
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Alexandra of Denmark, who had married Prince Edward in 1863), 
was the North London counterpart to the Crystal Palace south of 
the river, re-using building stock from the Exhibition of 1862 which 
had been held in South Kensington.

Alexandra Palace has served many purposes over the years, 
including a stint as an internment camp during the Great War and 
the location of the fi rst regular high-defi nition television broadcasts 
in 1936. In 1989, the Sinclair C5 vehicle was launched at the Palace. 
Many diff erent types of entertainment have taken place both in 
the Palace and in its surrounding park, including a drive-in opera 
performance (La Bohème) during the pandemic in 2020.

During the 1930s, London Transport evolved a plan to link Moorgate 
with Bushey Heath (which is at the summit of the London Borough 
of Harrow, and will, of course, be visited much later on the London 
Summits Walk!). This route was intended to pass through existing 
stations at Finsbury Park, Highgate, East Finchley, Mill Hill East and 
Edgware, as a part of the Northern Line complex, and preparatory 
work was done at Highgate and East Finchley stations. The Second 
World War intervened before the plan could be realised, and the 
tide went out for this Northern Heights route. The original railway 
route between Finsbury Park and Alexandra Palace survives as the 
Parkland Walk (with a slight discontinuity at Highgate).

The Parkland Walk is used, particularly on fi ne weekends, by 
walkers, runners and whole families. During late summer, there 
are many opportunities for excursions to pick blackberries from 
the lineside bushes: these are eagerly taken up by foragers, either 
acting solo or in small teams organised for the task with military 
precision.

Follow the trackbed to a bridge over Stapleton Hall Road at Stroud 
Green.

There is a café and a convenience shop 
at road level, and Crouch Hill station (on 
the Goblin line between Gospel Oak and 
Barking Riverside) is only 500m away.

Follow the trackbed uphill from 
Stroud Green — you are sure 

to fi nd progress easier than did the very 
heavy but vastly under-powered steam 
locos, though you will see ‘runners’ 
emulating the locomotives’ travails.

Pass over and under bridges, and between 
the platforms of a ghost station, until you 
reach the Stanhope Road exit.

At this point, section 12 of the Capital 
Ring, running anticlockwise, continues 
up the trackbed ahead.

On the chord of the
Parkland Walk trackbed
near Finsbury Park
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Go down to the left at an 
interpretation board. Ah, how 
nice to be going downwards 
after the climb from Finsbury 
Park!

Don’t you believe it!

As soon as you 
reach the bott om 

of the slip path off  the railbed, 
you must turn left, climbing 
steeply up Stanhope Road to 
Hornsey Lane (with its view 
over the metropolis to the North Downs ahead).

At the junction, turn right to ascend Hornsey Lane — ever onwards, 
ever upwards. Climb, climb, until you see the wrought-iron 
bridgework ahead (the bus stop called Archway Bridge is a dead 
giveaway). Cross over onto the left-hand pavement at a suitable 
point (for the bett er view), and advance onto the bridge itself, with 
its parapet to your left.

Look out to your left — there before you is the City skyline, backed 
and dominated by the Shard behind. Archway Road runs deep 
below you: this is your fi rst real vista from the north. Behind the 
Shard, the North Downs run a smudge across the horizon.

The steep climb of Highgate Hill and the narrow roads of Highgate 
village formed a considerable barrier to northbound traffi  c, and 
several att empts were made to build a tunnel. All, however, 
collapsed. In the early nineteenth century, the engineer John Rennie 
recommended a cutt ing, with a bridge to carry Hornsey Lane. The 
current bridge is the second such: it dates from 1897. The bridge 
gave rise to the name of the district, which was in turn cemented 
during the Edwardian era by 
the naming of the Tube station 
at the foot of the hill as Archway 
(the original choice, but only 
sett led after a few false starts 
using the word Highgate 
alongside Archway). Europe’s 
fi rst cable-car ran up Highgate 
Hill from the station.

Beyond the bridge, Hornsey 
Lane drops down to the 
junction with Highgate Hill 
at St Joseph’s Roman Catholic 
church.

St Joseph’s is not exactly one 
of the pinnacles of the capital’s 
ecclesiastical built heritage. 

Stanhope Road slip
leading off  Parkland Walk

1.10

View across the City from 
Archway Bridge on

Hornsey Lane
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Decades of soot have begrimed 
the yellow-brown brickwork, the 
diff erent periods of building have 
produced a bit of a mix, and the 
whole building looks a bit bulky 
for its site. That, though, is in the 
nature of its history.

The railway boom during the 
nineteenth century was bringing 
hordes of people to London, and 
other cities and towns around 
Britain, among them a large 
population of Roman Catholics. 
Following the passage of the 
Roman Catholic Relief Act of 1829, 
Roman Catholic churches began 
to be built, and one was needed in 
the vicinity of Highgate Hill.

Priests clad in ‘civilian’ disguises scoped out the Old Black Dog 
Inn to be a possible purchase from an owner who was likely to be 
reluctant to sell to Roman Catholics: it might make the basis of a 
sitcom!

Finally, with the help of donations from the fi fth Earl Spencer (the 
great-great-uncle of the late Diana, Princess of Wales), the pub 
was bought out and the church was established in 1858. Thirty 
years later, a bigger church was needed for the community which 
had continued to expand: the current building was blessed in 
1889. However, it was not until 1932 that the church came to be 
consecrated, after the building debt was cleared (such was the 
nature of the mortgage rules).

At 100m above sea level, this is the summit of Islington.

Cross the road and turn to the right. Make your way uphill (noting 
the copper-green plaque to poet Andrew Marvell on the way up): 
you will eventually reach the Angel Inn at the South Grove bus 
terminus.

This marks the next staging-post on your journey, and is the end of 
the current section.

For Highgate station, take Southwood Lane: fi rst right beyond 
South Grove — though the frequent direct bus services to Archway 
may be a more convenient route to the Tube. Highgate Village has 
many opportunities for refuelling and refreshment.

St Joseph’s Roman Catholic 
church, Highgate


