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Highgate to East Acton, via the 
summits of Haringey,

Camden, Westminster,
Kensington and Chelsea,

and Hammersmith and Fulham

Start Highgate Village at Angel Inn — N6  5JT

Finish East Acton station — W12  0BP

Distance 14.48km

Duration 3 hours 05 minutes

Ascent 115m

Access Bus and Tube throughout. Use Archway station and bus for start of section.

Facilities All facilities at regular intervals throughout.

2.1 South Grove terminus. 0m

2.2 Up High St; R; L (Hampstead Lane) past Athlone House bus stop; L on 
Hampstead Heath; R; keep to high ground to seat; ahead to Kenwood.

1430m

2.3 Ahead; L downhill; R on paths on L of fence to Spaniards Rd; R on rd (NNE); 
L (Spaniards End); L into woodland; L at pond; rise to cross rd.

1600m

2.4 L on path; bear R along top of open land; L on path; pass pond; keep L of 
houses; R to rd at car park; R; ahead on Downshire Hill to Rosslyn Hill.

1540m

2.5 R; L (Shepherd’s Walk) to Fitz john’s Ave; L (Spring Path); R (Shepherd’s 
Path); L; College Cres to Swiss Cott age stn outside pub.

1520m

2.6 Pub on R; cross jct; bear R into St John’s Wood Rd; R on Boundary Rd; ahead 
on Greville Pl: R on Greville Rd to Kilburn High Rd.

1870m

2.7 R; L on Brondesbury Rd; R on Donaldson Rd; L on Lonsdale Rd; R on 
Salusbury Rd; L on Montrose Ave; Queen’s Park; R to café.

1780m

2.8 Bear L to SW gate; R on Harvist Rd; L at end of Mortimer Rd; L to stn. 1350m

2.9 R through Hazel Rd open space; R on Harrow Rd; L on Scrubs Lane to canal.. 1630m

2.10 Under rly; R to trees; L; ahead to East Acton stn. 1660m
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This section begins at South Grove, next to the Angel Inn 
in Highgate Village.

If you intend to arrive at the start of this section by Tube, you should 
consider using Archway station and taking a bus (143, 210 or 271) 
from bus stop E near the Highgate Hill entrance to the station, up 
the steep hill to South Grove. The walk of about a kilometre from 
Highgate Tube station involves exiting the station onto Archway 
Road, turning right to reach the Woodman pub, crossing Archway 
Road, and walking the full length of Southwood Lane to reach 
Highgate High Street.

For many people, Highgate is linked in their minds to the word 
“cemetery”, and for most of these, their only mental link is to 
the grave of Karl Marx (he is in the East cemetery). However, the 
cemetery is home to many other famous deceased people, including 
Douglas Adams, Michael Faraday, Alexander Litvinenko and 
Radclyff e Hall (along with about 170000 others).

The Cemetery, now with Grade I historic listing, was opened 
in 1839 as one of the Magnifi cent Seven suburban cemeteries to 
accommodate the vast increase in the dead members of London’s 
growing population. The funerary architecture is spectacular, and 
(after years of neglect) the cemetery became established as a de 
facto nature reserve. Since 1975, the Friends of Highgate Cemetery 
have maintained the estate. From South Grove, you may reach 
the cemetery by taking Swain’s Lane: tours are arranged by the 
Friends, but for reasons of safety and security, there is no general 
unaccompanied public access.

But Highgate is much more than just a cemetery: it is a village with 
its own history — a village which only really became enfolded into 
the London metropolis during the second half of Queen Victoria’s 
reign.

The area was originally a hunting estate for the Bishop of London 
(which gave him the authority to exact tolls at what is now the 
Gatehouse Inn), a school was founded on top of the Hill in 1565 
with the permission of Queen Elizabeth — former pupils down the 
years include raconteur Gerard Hoff nung, Poet Laureate Sir John 
Betjeman, John Venn (he of the Diagram), and the motor-racing 
commentator Murray Walker. TS Eliot taught at the school for a 
time, as did Rev Kenneth Hunt, who also gained a winner’s medal 
as a player (and goalscorer) in Wolverhampton Wanderers’ 1908 FA 
Cup Final triumph over Newcastle United — Sir Edward Elgar (a 
keen Wolves supporter) would have been over the moon.

The Georgian era brought much prosperous housing to Highgate, 
and this prosperity continued through the Victorian age and 
thereafter, down to the present day: Highgate is still one of the 
prime residential areas of London. During the 1930s, the architect 
Berthold Lubetkin designed two blocks of fl ats at Highpoint: these 
masterpieces of modernism drew plaudits from Le Corbusier and 
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from many others since. The fi rst block was 
intended to house employees of the Gestetner 
reprographics fi rm (which was based in 
Tott enham), but the fi rm’s employees never did 
occupy the building, and it became a standard 
block of fl ats.

In addition, Highgate Hill is celebrated as the 
route of the fi rst cable tram in regular service in 
Europe: it ran for 25 years from 1882.

This section of the London Summits Walk route 
is, in eff ect, the upper rim of Hampstead Heath, 
though there are a few ups and downs to be 
negotiated on the way round the Heath.

From South Grove, then (turning left 
if coming from the bus terminus), 

climb Highgate High Street, using its the 
left-hand pavement, to the Gatehouse Inn at the 
top, Do not turn left onto Highgate West Hill, 
but continue across the face of the inn, passing 
a parish marker set into the wall.

This is in fact the summit of the London 
Borough of Haringey, standing 129m above 
sea level. Across the road junction stands the 
principal building of Highgate School.

Just beyond the parish marker, turn left 
into Hampstead Lane, passing a couple of 
restaurants. Following the left-hand pavement, 
make your way along Hampstead Lane.

The second bus stop on the left, opposite the 
Highgate School cricket ground (which is 
known as the “Senior Field”), is named Athlone 
House. The house itself is inside the boundary of the Heath, and 
served as the RAF Intelligence School between 1942 and 1948.

Ahead, where Hampstead Lane begins to veer to the right at a “fake 
lamp-post” mobile telephone mast, you will take a small path down 
to the left. A Corporation of London sign announces that you are 
entering the realm of Hampstead Heath.

Hampstead Heath covers 320ha, of which almost half is protected 
common land, and is managed by the Corporation of the City of 
London from its “public good” fund (and therefore not from a 
precept on residents of the City of London). The fi rst mention is in 
a grant of land by Ethelred the Unready in 986.

Today, it is an important area of London for a wide variety of 
wildlife, being home to grass snakes, frogs, kingfi shers and bats, 
along with established colonies of such introduced species as 
terrapins and ring-necked parakeets. The area of the Heath to 

2.2

Parish marker at the top of 
Highgate Hill
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the south of Hampstead Lane and Spaniards Road comprises the 
gathering-ground for the River Fleet (which was last encountered 
on Herbal Hill in Clerkenwell).

The management of green spaces by the Corporation of London is 
discussed in the introduction to the London Summits Walk route.

Follow the litt le path down until you reach the top corner of a 
grassy hillside, then turn right to hold to the top edge. Rise to the 
highest point of the grass to be rewarded with an incomparable 
view of London.

There is a convenient bench from which to wonder at the vista, 
which stretches right over the capital to the North Downs beyond. 
A dry and crisp day in early spring, preferably shortly after sunrise, 
off ers the best chance of clear views.

Do not take the path which separates the mown lawn from 
the rougher grass, but continue at top level to reach Kenwood 
(maintained by English Heritage and open to the public). The fi rst 
indications of the property are the outbuildings with garden shop, 
café (formerly a brewhouse), and toilets: beyond (up a staircase in 
the far left corner of the café courtyard), you will reach the frontage 
of Kenwood House (originally Caen Wood House).

The house was extensively remodelled by Robert Adam for the fi rst 
Earl of Mansfi eld between 1764 and 1779. In 1925, Lord Iveagh (a 
member of the Guinness family of brewers) bought the house, and 

left it to the nation in 1927. The 
Kenwood Estate landscape was 
probably laid out by Humphry 
Repton, the relative formality 
having been designed to ease 
the eye gradually into the more 
naturalistic (but still managed) 
Heath: more recently, Arabella 
Lennox-Boyd has curated a 
new garden.

The house (which is managed 
by English Heritage) contains 
an extensive fi ne art collection, 
which is part of the Iveagh 

The view from Kenwood 
across London to the
distant North Downs

The south frontage of 
Kenwood House
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Bequest; the gardens have sculptures by Eugène Dodeigne, Henry 
Moore, and Barbara Hepworth.

Cross the south front of Kenwood House, and pass the 
access to the dairy on the right. The path then continues, 

approximately contouring, to a Henry Moore sculpture.

Take the left bend of the path behind the sculpture. Just beyond a 
rather sculptural fallen tree on the right, and before the main path 
is swallowed up in woodland, look for a path leading off  right 
opposite a small clump of trees. This leads to an area where you 
can see a fence on the right. Keep that fence close on the right as you 
ascend through the woodland, until you emerge onto Spaniards 
Road at the top of the Heath.

Turn right along the road until you reach a pedestrian crossing with 
a canvas fl ower stand beyond. Cross the road here, and turn down 
Spaniards End to your left. Immediately, turn left again on a track 
into the woods. Follow this track until you reach a pond, where 
bear left. Ahead, you will see two trees on a small rise surrounded 
by a paling: this is the impeccably-named Two Tree Hill.

Bear round to the left of the trees and, drawn by the sound of 
traffi  c, make your way back up to Spaniards Road. Locate another 
pedestrian crossing between bus stops (named Hampstead Heath) on 
either side of the road.

This is the summit of the London Borough of Camden, topping out 
at 134m above sea level.

Spaniards Road refers to the Spaniards Inn, which may be found 
just beyond the fl ower stall at Spaniards End. Like the Gatehouse 
in Highgate, this had a toll-house on the edge of the Bishop of 
London’s estate: the road today squeezes between the inn and the 

Downed tree beside the 
route on Hampstead Heath
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tollhouse. The inn is mentioned 
in Pickwick Papers by Charles 
Dickens, and in Bram Stoker’s 
Dracula, and it is claimed that 
Keats (a frequent visitor) wrote 
his Ode to a Nightingale in the 
garden.

You now begin a major descent, 
and in fact you will not be so 
elevated until you are in the far 
south-east, making your way 
to the overall London summit 

at Westerham Heights on the North Downs.

The 210 bus route which serves the stops here links Brent Cross 
shopping centre and Finsbury Park station, via Golders Green 
station and Highgate Village.

Once on the east side of Spaniards Road, take a path 
which drops into the woodland of the Heath. This path 

bends gradually rightwards as you descend, until you reach an 
open patch of grass.

Make for the top right corner of the grass, where you will see a 
large waste-box which is panelled in wood. Beside the waste-box, 
you will fi nd a tarmac path (with a dog-waste container on its other 
side): the words No Cycling are stencilled on the ground at the top 
of the path. This is your way forwards and downwards.

This path leads down into the Vale of Health, past a parking zone 
for a ramshackle assortment of caravans and lorries, and alongside 
a pond on the right-hand side.

Why, you may ask, should these caravans keep their quarters in 
an area more associated with such world-famous luminaries as 
Rabindranath Tagore, DH Lawrence and Michael Foot? Before 
the litt le hamlet of housing in the Vale of Health grew up, this 
was a boggy area of no real consequence, and became the site of 
fairgrounds. Land was bought by one of the fairground families, 
and it still houses the paraphernalia of the pleasure-drome today, 
particularly during the winter off -season.

At the far end of the pond, do not take the higher, right-hand path, 
but keep ahead on a steady descent. Repeat this “left option to 
descend” to reach some buildings on your right: just keep straight 
ahead.

Beyond the buildings, you will see a rough car park: pass to its left, 
then turn right at its far end to reach East Heath Road at its junction 
with Downshire Hill. This is where you will leave Hampstead 
Heath.

From this point, a short descent along the road to your left will 
lead you to all the facilities of this corner of the Heath, including 

2.4

The key navigation point 
towards the Vale of Health, 
Hampstead Heath
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2.5

Hampstead Heath station (Overground services) and the 
Hampstead Heath bus terminus, with services to central London, 
along with many shops and dining establishments of all sorts.

Cross East Heath Road, then go straight ahead to follow the 
right-hand pavement of Downshire Hill past (or, if time and intent 
coincide, via) the Freemason’s Arms to the next crossroads on 
Rosslyn Hill.

Rosslyn Hill is part of a continuous climb by road of almost 100m 
to Hampstead.

The Royal Free Hospital nearby was established as a Fever 
Hospital, and was requisitioned as a smallpox hospital during the 
epidemic of 1876-77, much to the evident discomfort of many of 
the well-to-do residents of this part of Hampstead. Over the years, 
this area has been home to Cabinet ministers and socialites, and to 
other celebrated people such as Sir Rowland Hill (who established 
the Penny Post and issued the Penny Black stamp in 1840) and Sir 
Richard Steele, founder of the Spectator.

Turn right, up the hill, then fi rst left up Shepherd’s Walk. 
This becomes a pedestrian path which climbs to the left of 

the Royal Mail building to come out onto Fitz john’s Avenue.

The source of the River Tyburn is here: the 
“Spring Path” which veers off  downhill to the 
left of the road is a bit of a hint as to exactly 
where. The River Tyburn fl ows (almost entirely 
underground these days) past Swiss Cott age, 
through the Regent’s Park and Marylebone (it is 
the ‘bourne’ in that area’s name), and onwards 
via Mayfair, Green Park and Pimlico, reaching 
the Thames just upstream from Vauxhall 
Bridge.

Turn left: Spring Path leads down to another 
Shepherd’s Path: turn right here to re-join 
Fitz john’s Avenue, where turn left. From here, 
it is straight down Fitz john’s Avenue (the 
right-hand pavement is to be recommended).

This area of Hampstead is associated with 
Sigmund Freud, who practised in his home 
in Maresfi eld Gardens (the road parallel to 
Fitz john’s Avenue to the west) after leaving 
Nazi Austria in 1938: after his daughter Anna’s 
death, his home became a museum.

Continue down Fitz john’s Avenue until it runs 
into College Crescent and then joins Finchley 
Road at Ye Olde Swiss Cott age Inn — and 
also at Ye Newere Swiss Cott age station on Ye 
Jubilee Line.

Shepherds Walk,
between Rosslyn Hill

and Fitz john’s Avenue
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The pub which bears the name of Ye Olde Swiss Cott age only 
received its exterior cladding of arch fake-Swissery during the 
1960s, when an old dairy building, which had become the Cott age 
Grill, was demolished.

There had been an inn at the tollgate hereabouts on the Finchley 
Road called the Swiss Tavern, which was built in 1804 in the style 
of a Swiss chalet, but that inn was long gone. The current pub is of 
signifi cantly later date.

Those looking for Helvetic authenticity will therefore be somewhat 
disappointed: others may have varying degrees of disappointment 
in the rather old-style food off erings, and in the barn of an interior, 
so reminiscent of many roadhouse pubs of the mid-twentieth 
century which turned up on housing estates and by-passes across 
the country and which are increasingly morphing into branches of 
Tesco Express.

In addition to the Swiss Cott age Inn, Finchley Road (to the north) 
off ers a broad range of shops and cafés: users of the Metropolitan 
Line may fi nd it easier to walk past these shops to Finchley Road 
station, a litt le over 500m from Swiss Cott age station.

The area is home to the Royal Central College of Speech and Drama. 
The Swiss Cott age Library which stands nearby was designed by Sir 
Basil Spence (who also designed the post-war Coventry Cathedral 
and much more, including the fi rst secondary school in the New 
Town of East Kilbride). Swiss Cott age is a major node for traffi  c, 
connecting Marylebone with Hampstead and Golders Green, 
and Islington with Kilburn and points west, so be careful as you 
navigate the roads.

From the inn, walk away from the Tube station down 
Avenue Road (i.e., with the pub on your right) to the 

next junction at Adelaide Road. Be careful not to carry on down 
Avenue Road (that is to say, past the modern UCL Academy over 

Ye Olde Swiss Cott age Inn
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to your left) after negotiating the complex 
crossing, but rather take St John’s Wood 
Park to its right, with its squeeze-through 
for southbound cycle traffi  c. Be sure to 
keep to the right-hand pavement of this 
street (a pillar box some metres along 
will give confi rmation that you are on the 
correct street).

After about 300m, you will come to 
Boundary Road: turn right. The highest 
point of Boundary Road seems to be at 
The Marlowes, and this is therefore the 
summit of the City of Westminster, 52m 
above sea level. Continue to, and across, 
Finchley Road. Here, Boundary Road 
drops down to reach, and cross, Abbey 
Road. The famous studios, far off  to the 
left, need not detain us.

Beyond Abbey Road, after some shops, the street-name changes to 
Greville Place. You will soon see on your right a modern block of 
fl ats called Ascot Lodge, built by the London Borough of Camden.

Something about the exposed beams (in this case they are metal 
rather than wood) seems to echo the architecture of centuries ago, 
like the galleried inns off  Borough High Street, or buildings such as 
Staple Inn, right back where the London Summits Walk starts out 
next to Chancery Lane station.

Beyond the fl ats, take a right turn onto Greville Road: at the bott om 
of the hill (where the crossing street is called Kilburn Priory), bear 
half-left to follow Greville Road out to Kilburn High Road. This 
follows part of Watling Street, the Roman road. Cross over Kilburn 
High Road, and turn to the right along the far pavement.

Kilburn is often stereotyped as the Irish centre of London, and 
although there is still a fairly strong Hibernian presence (and a 
stronger honeypot for commercial fake-Irishry), it is now a much 
more diverse area, home to many Afro-Caribbean people and to 
immigrants from Eritrea, Turkey, Poland and many other countries. 
It is an area with a lot of history: almost immediately after you 
start your way up Kilburn High Road, between Starbucks and 
Tesco, you will come upon a brick-built high-Victorian building 
with a red lion on the upper part of the wall. The fi rst Red Lion 
was established as an inn here in 1444, probably as a hostium for 
Kilburn Priory.

A litt le way down Cambridge Avenue on the left, you will fi nd one 
of very few remaining ‘tin tabernacles’ left in London. The need for 
new churches came with the urbanisation of the later part of the 
Industrial Revolution, as towns and cities expanded very quickly. 
At the same time, there was a drive to inculcate church att endance 
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in rural areas among people who had no transport, or who would 
be likely to use the lack of transport as an excuse to their employers 
for non-att endance.

The formation in 1844 of the Free Church of England, splitt ing 
Methodists from the Church of England, and the increasing 
identifi cation (at the same time) of parishioners with other (often 
schismatic) nonconformist denominations and sects, brought the 
need for more church buildings (apocryphally explained in Wales 
as “so that I have a chapel I don’t go to”).

At the turn of the nineteenth century, the Church of Scotland 
had identifi ed the need for over forty new churches, and Thomas 
Telford was commissioned to produce a standard architectural 
design for use throughout Scotland — though even this had to be 
modifi ed at Port Charlott e on the island of Islay: the church was 
to be shared with the Free Church, and they demanded a separate 
door. However, these cheap-and-not-very-cheerful kirks (this is 
Scotland, remember) were still too expensive and would have 
taken too long to build in the rush for churches and chapels in the 
second half of the century.

Several companies in London, Liverpool, Glasgow and elsewhere 
built prefabricated churches in corrugated iron, off ering them by 
mail order via printed catalogues. A number of these companies 
segmented the market and concentrated on serving one type of 
purchaser (gentry, railway companies, and so on): this reduced 
design costs.

Some of these churches are still in ecclesiastical use, others have 
changed use (there are scout halls and discotheques), while others 
exist as no more than barns or iron shells in hedges. Yet others 
have, of course, returned to dust — or to the great scrapyard of 
Time.

A walker on the London Summits Walk route will also encounter 
other tin tabernacles in Harrow (section 39) and in Leyton (section 
57). These other two are still used for religious purposes; the 
tabernacle here in Kilburn is now a scout hut.

Pass Kilburn High Road station across the street on your 
right, then take the second street on the left (Brondesbury 

Road: if you pass a white-tiled 1960s parade of shops set slightly 
back, you have overshot). After about 500m, turn right onto 
Donaldson Road. Turn left into Lonsdale Road (the third street on 
your left) at its No entry sign: as you pass the sign, it can seem to 
transport you to another place and time in three paces.

Lonsdale Road has a mewsy feel nowadays: its original purpose 
was to house small workshops and business units on either side of 
the street, with residential units above. These units now house such 
diverse concerns as light engineering workshops, fi tness centres 
and restaurants.

2.7



© 2017-22 IG Liddell London Summits Walk 2 – 11

Behind the buildings on your 
right lies Paddington Old 
Cemetery.

When you reach the far end 
of the street, you are close to 
Queen’s Park station: you will 
fi nd a concentration of local 
shops over to your left, on the 
road leading to the station. On 
Sunday mornings, Salusbury 
School hosts one of London’s 
most vibrant weekly Farmers’ 
Markets: a walker on that day 
may fi nd good refreshment.

To follow the London Summits 
Walk route, fi rst turn right onto Salusbury Road, then immediately 
left into Montrose Avenue.

When you reach the far end of Montrose Avenue, make your way 
across Kingswood Avenue (again with a right-and-left pair of turns) 
to enter Queen’s Park.

This public park is managed by the Corporation of the City of 
London and has been open to the public 
since 1887.

Only a few years before that, the Royal 
Agricultural Society had tried to set up 
a permanent site for its annual Show at 
this location, but it was not a profi table 
venture. Following the dropping of the 
Show from the plans, there were some 
att empts by local residents to secure the 
entire Showground area as a public park, 
but in the end, only a central portion was 
retained for the purpose.

The management of green spaces by the 
Corporation of London is discussed in the 
introduction to this route.

From your point of entry into Queen’s Park, 
you will be making for the south-western 
gate in the far left-hand corner, and you 
could simply follow the path clockwise (or 
even cross the grass directly, if it is not too 
muddy and is free from sporting activity) 
to reach that gate. However, the London 
Summits Walk takes the circular path 
surrounding the main expanse of grass, 
walking in a anti-clockwise direction — 
via the park café!

Restaurant frontage on 
Lonsdale Road

Sculpture in Queen’s Park
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Beyond the café, you 
will come across a 

wooden carving, and a litt le bit 
farther on, on the west fl ank 
of the park, not far from the 
park’s south-western gate, a 
toilet block. Exit the park by 
its south-western gate, on the 
corner of Harvist Road and 
Milman Street; bear right to 
continue along the left-hand 
pavement of Harvist Road.

Beyond Chamberlayne Road, 
the name of the street changes 
to Mortimer Road. At the far 
end of Mortimer Road, beyond 

the brick tithe-barn bulk of St Martin’s church, go left through the 
traffi  c squeeze towards the busy Harrow Road.

On the right, just where the junction railings start. take a path up 
into Hazel Road Open Space.

Kensal Green station is on your left here, with Bakerloo Line and 
Overground trains.

Descend to the left to reach Harrow Road near the far end 
of the park at a children’s playground. Across the road is 

the entrance to Kensal Green cemetery; the right-hand corner of the 
entrance area, next to Alma Place, marks the summit of the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, 45m above sea level.

The far side of Alma Place marks the end of this section of the 
London Summits Walk.

Kensal Green was the fi rst of the Magnifi cent Seven suburban 
cemeteries which were opened in the nineteenth century to relieve 
the pressure on London’s city churchyards. It was modelled on the 
Père Lachaise cemetery in Paris, and was opened in 1833. Along 
with Highgate (which has Karl Marx’s grave as its signature), it is 
probably the best-known of the Magnifi cent Seven, in part because 
it is referenced in the closing couplet of The Rolling English Road 
by GK Chesterton, intended as a witness statement of his Roman 
Catholic faith.

For there is good news yet to hear, and fi ne things to be seen,
Before we go to Paradise by way of Kensal Green.

Among the 56000 who are buried in Kensal Green cemetery, there 
is the usual broad range of people. Isambard Kingdom Brunel, the 
famous engineer, is here with his parents, as are Charles Babbage 
(pioneer of computing), the authors Wilkie Collins and Anthony 
Trollope, Charles Blondin (tightrope-walker), and two children of 
King George III, along with one of his grandsons.

2.8

Entrance to
Kensal Green cemetery
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There is a cenotaph to the Reformers’ Movement of Robert Owen, 
Elizabeth Fry, and their peers. Mary Seacole (see below) is buried in 
the adjoining Roman Catholic cemetery.

The bus stops on Harrow Road at the end of the section are on the 
route of the 18 service, which links this point with Marylebone, 
Baker Street and Euston.

This section begins at the corner of Alma Place, outside the main 
entrance to Kensal Green Cemetery on Harrow Road.

The start of the section is served by the 18 bus route (from Euston, 
Baker Street and Marylebone) and is near Kensal Green station.

Kensal Green was the fi rst of the Magnifi cent Seven suburban 
cemeteries which were opened during the nineteenth century, 
when inner London had begun to run out of burial space. It was 
modelled on the Père Lachaise cemetery in Paris, and was opened 
in 1833.

Among the 56000 who are buried in Kensal Green, there is the usual 
broad range of people. Isambard Kingdom Brunel, the engineer, is 
here with his parents, as are Charles Blondin (tightrope-walker), 
Charles Babbage (computer pioneer), the authors Wilkie Collins 
and Anthony Trollope, and two children of George III, along with 
one of his grandsons. 

There is a cenotaph to the Reformers’ Movement of Robert Owen, 
Elizaeth Fry, and their peers. The pioneering nurse Mary Seacole 
(see below) is buried in the adjoining Roman Catholic cemetery, on 
the west side of the main burial ground.

On the cemetery side of Harrow Road, cross into the Borough of 
Hammersmith and Fulham at Alma Place, and continue for 400m to 
reach the borough summit, 46m above sea level.

This stretch of Harrow Road is replete with Brazilian and other 
Lusophone businesses: the summit is located near the bus stop (18 
route) outside the Brazilian convenience shop called Tradição de 
Portugal / Delicias do Brasil.

Continue along Harrow Road, 
which bends to the left as you 
descend away from the railway 
(which runs between Kensal Rise 
and Willesden Junction ahead, 
carrying the Euston Overground 
service and the West Coast Main 
Line).

Pass the Centro Galego de Londres 
(serving the local population of 
Galicians, from north-western 
Spain) on your left and, with 
the modern yellow-brick fl ats of 
Brunel Court on your right, turn 

Harrow Road, at the 
summit of the Borough of 

Hammersmith and Fulham
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left down Scrubs Lane, crossing 
over the West Coast Main Line.

Just past Hythe Road (over 
on your right), you will be 
grateful that our summits on 
the London Summits Walk 
are defi ned as being strictly at 
street level — an alp of scrap 
metal towers over its fence.

Once beyond the scrapyards, 
cross over to the right-hand 
pavement before you reach the 
canal: between the road and 

the canal lies a tiny park: this is the Mary Seacole Memorial Garden.

Mary Seacole (1805-1881) was a Jamaican woman of Scots and 
African descent who nursed behind the lines in the Crimean War, 
between Balaclava and Sevastopol; at her establishment there, she 
was visited by the celebrated chef Alexis Soyer, who later noted 
favourable opinions of Seacole given by Florence Nightingale at 
Scutari.

In later life, she suff ered fi nancially, but a fund which was set up 
to sustain her could boast the Prince of Wales and the Duke of 
Edinburgh among its patrons. She died in Paddington in 1881 and 
is buried in the Roman Catholic cemetery in Kensal Green (not, 
as incorrectly noted on a local school’s interpretation board in the 
park, in Kensal Rise). Among many modern remembrances, Brunel, 
Salford, Birmingham City and De Montford universities have 
named facilities after her, and when a former military hospital in 
Surrey was drafted in as a rehabilitation centre for suff erers from 
Covid-19, it was renamed the Mary Seacole Centre.

Follow Scrubs Lane over the Grand Union Canal and the Great 
Western Railway, whose trains speed to Penzance, Swansea and 
more, and the Elizabeth Line.

Continue under yet another railway (the London 
Overground running between Willesden Junction and 

Shepherd’s Bush).

In The Prime Minister, the fi fth of his six Palliser novels, Anthony 
Trollope (who is buried in Kensal Green Cemetery) sets a suicide 
scene at what he calls the “Tenway Junction”. This was based on 
Willesden Junction, where many railway lines converge.

After passing under the railway line, walk to the far end of an 
advertising hoarding on your right. There is then a short grey 
security fence with a gate; at the next tree, a brick path goes off  to 
the right.

Take this path through a fringe of scrubland, and walk out to the 
broad expanse of grass which is Wormwood Scrubs Park.

Scrapyards on Scrubs Lane

2.10
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Make straight across the park, aiming for the left-hand edge of the 
prominent clump of trees and bushes in the middle (negotiating 
the touchlines of the football fi elds, of course, if matches are in 
progress).

This is a wide expanse of grassland, and is noted for the variety of 
birds and other wildlife.

Continue past the clump of trees, and keep on ahead until a path 
veers off  at about 60° to the left, making for a gap in another clump 
of trees.

The corner of the famous prison — HMP Wormwood Scrubs in 
formal parlance — is farther over to the left.

Go through the gap in the trees, and follow the path out to a road at 
a T-junction, with a school over to your left.

You have reached the edge of the East Acton Estate, built up in the 
1920s on what had been Acton 
Wells Farm.

East Acton has long featured as 
the butt  of comedy, appearing 
(yes, even before the estate’s 
construction) in the late 
nineteenth century in The Diary 
of a Nobody by George and 
Weedon Grossmith.

he Sykes BBC television sitcom 
of the 1970s (with Eric Sykes 
and Hatt ie Jacques) was set in a 
(fi ctional) house in East Acton.

Wormwood Scrubs Park
in contrasting conditions

Erconwald Street,
East Acton
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Two decades earlier, an episode of The Goon Show on BBC radio had 
lamented the lack of earthquakes in East Acton.

The East Acton Estate was where author Peter Ackroyd grew up: 
such street-names as Wulfstan and Erconwald helped, he said, 
generate an interest in the history of London and of Britain. This 
large council estate was built with a late nod to the Arts and Crafts 
movement, with the precise intention to give an olde-worlde villagey 
feel to the area, but using modern materials. The whole estate is 
now under a planning directive which limits severely the types of 
change which may be made to the properties or their surroundings.

Continue straight ahead along the full length of Erconwald Street, 
passing under the Central Line at East Acton station.


