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LSW
3

East Acton
to

Putney Heath

Start East Acton station — W12  0BD

Finish Putney Heath, at Tibbet’s Corner — SW19  6AN

Distance 12.54km

Duration 2 hours 37 minutes

Ascent 73m

Access Tube and buses at regular intervals throughout.

Facilities Facilities available at regular intervals throughout.

3.1 East Acton stn. 0m

3.2 W on Erconwald Rd; L at end; cross A40. 1190m

3.3 Old Oak Rd; cross Uxbridge Rd; Askew Rd to Orchard Tavern; Ashchurch 
Grove; over Goldhawk Rd to park; L/R to lake; L round lake; L to café; R on 
straight path (S); L before bridge; R on Ravenscourt Rd; under tracks to stn.

1730m

3.4 S to King St; L; R pvt; R onto Cromwell Ave; A4 subway; Furnivall Gdns to 
Hammersmith Br.

950m

3.5 L up to bridge level, cross rd; R to river; L on Thames Path to Fulham FC gd. 1910m

3.6 Ahead on Thames Path to Putney Bridge. 1260m

3.7 Cross br; R on Thames Path upstream to end of rd, where cross fb ; L (brook 
on L); L on fb ; cross common to R of cemy wall; L to Mill Hill Rd.

1650m

3.8 Ahead on Barnes Common; R to Common Lane; ahead; L on paths to Queen’s 
Ride; R over rly; L to S Circ Rd at Putney Park Lane; up lane to ch.

1970m

3.9 Ahead; cross Putney Heath; SE on woodland path to L of Telegraph Rd; pass 
cricket gd on L to Telegraph Rd; ahead; pass Telegraph Inn on R; L beside 
road; corkscrew L under rbt; over A3; R under rbt to Putney Heath.

1880m
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This section crosses 
the river: it has no 

borough summits along its 
length

Walk to the west to 
the end of Erconwald 

Street, with the striking Roman 
Catholic church of St Aidan 
of Lindisfarne (built in 1961) 
ahead. Bear left onto Old Oak 
Common Lane, keeping on its 
left-hand pavement to reach 

Westway, the A40. Turn left for a few metres to use the (divided) 
pedestrian crossing to reach Old Oak Road.

Beyond the one-way system, there is one of the saddest 
litt le parks in London, Claydon Gardens.

Unprepossessing it may be, but there might just be a link with the 
Mary Seacole Park met earlier. Sir Harry Verney gave 
over some rooms at Claydon House, in the Chiltern 
Hills, as workspace for the designing of hospitals by 
Florence Nightingale.

Just keep going on, with the park on your right, towards 
Uxbridge Road, passing on your way another brick-barn 
church similar to St Martin’s in Kensal Green.

This building was constructed as St Saviour’s Anglican 
church, which became a prime Anglican resource 
for deaf people, but it has been re-purposed and was 
recently consecrated as the mother church of the 
Syriac Orthodox Church in London, as the Cathedral of 
St Thomas the Apostle, of the Patriarchate of Antioch and All 
the East (it somehow elevates the area from being called 
plain old Acton — or is that just another echo of the 
Goons’ and Grossmiths’ view of the district?).

Cross Uxbridge Road, the old coach road to Oxford 
and beyond, now superseded in that respect by the 
Westway, and continue ahead into Askew Road, past 
houses and then through a shopping area.

At this point, a question forms. Are we still in Acton, or 
is this West Shepherd’s Bush? Perhaps Hammersmith 
North-West could be another option? It seems that 
some are even trying to cultivate the concept of “Askew 
Village” as at least part of the area around Askew Road 
tries to gravitate upmarket.

The wide range of shops and restaurants, from 
old-fashioned local shops to the vanguard of ’new 
artisan’ businesses which embrace many cultures 
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Claydon Gardens park, 
Acton
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Japanese bakery,
Askew Road
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and sensitivities, give a range of opportunities for refuelling and 
replenishment of supplies.

Buses on the 266 route run from stops here to Hammersmith, and 
to Brent Cross via Acton and Willesden.

The shops in the middle of Askew Road’s length, give way to houses 
(in generally more upmarket shape than those nearer Uxbridge 
Road — but just give the latt er time and they will surely catch up).

At the junction beside the Orchard Tavern, which lies on the right, 
take the “No through road” ahead (Ashchurch Grove): at the far 
end, pedestrians may reach Goldhawk Road, though there is no 
facility for motorised egress. 

Turn right to cross Goldhawk Road at a pedestrian crossing, where 
a quick left-and-right zigzag takes you into Ravenscourt Park. Once 
through the park’s bott le-neck, bear left, then right to reach a small 
lake. Keep the lake on your right, then bear left to a café which 
off ers simple sustenance (there are toilets to its left).

Turn right at the café, and take the straight path for the length of the 
park (passing many sporting groups of diff erent levels of formality 
in their establishment) to reach the mouth of the Tube bridge, at 
some hard tennis courts. Do not go under the tracks here, but turn 
left along a path adjacent to the embankment to reach Ravenscourt 
Road. Now turn right to follow Ravenscourt Road beneath the 
Tube lines to the entrance to Ravenscourt Park station.

This area, west of Hammersmith, has long been a diverse area; in 
particular, people from central and eastern Europe (fi rstly, post-war 
displaced persons; since the 1990s, post-revolutionary migrants 
from lands within the European Union) have sett led here.

From the station entrance, do not pass underneath the 
lines, but walk away from the bridge down Ravenscourt 

Road to reach King Street.

There are many options for refreshment in this area, off ering 
all sorts of cuisine. A few paces to your right here is one of the 
most important community facilities — POSK, the Polish Social 
and Cultural Association and a key hub for the past fi fty years. 

Ravenscourt Park

3.4
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Their Café Maja is open 0900-2100; there is also the Łowiczanka 
Restaurant for more formal Polish food.

Continue on the route (or return to the route after a trip to the 
café) by turning left on King Street, crossing immediately at the 
pedestrian lights, and continuing on the right-hand pavement. Pass 
the Hampshire Hog pub, then turn right onto Cromwell Avenue.

Take the left-hand pavement next to the red-brick cliff  of a long 
block of fl ats: at the end of the road, a path continues half-left, with 
a Quaker meeting-house on the right. The Quakers’ love of silence 
is hard to come by outside the house, for it stands (as do you) 
embatt led by the noise at the side of the thunderous A4, the Great 
West Road.

Over to your left is Hammersmith Town Hall, but closer to hand, 
you will see a pedestrian subway. Pass under the A4 by the subway, 
and climb out on the far side — this is your fi rst signifi cant uphill 
gradient since Kensal Green — and turn right into Furnivall 
Gardens.

A short way into the Gardens, an alleyway on the right announces 
the arrival of the Thames Path (downstream, north side). Here is 
the fi rst of the riverside hostelries in the shadow of Hammersmith 
Bridge.

Down the alley, a pub sign announces the existence of the Dove Inn. If 
you decide to pop in, squeezing yourself into the smallest bar-room 

in the world, you will be following in the 
footsteps of King Charles II (who had 
assignations here with Nell Gwynne). 
James Thomson (who wrote the words 
to Rule, Britannia! in the inn — we shall 
meet him again in Richmond Park farther 
along the London Summits Walk route) is 
just one amongst countless other famous 
and unsung patrons down the ages.

This is the last remaining part of the 
old riparian village of Hammersmith. 
When John Milton returned from the 
University of Cambridge with his MA 
degree in 1632 to his father’s new home 
in Hammersmith, the area was already 
feeling the encroachment of London. 
Other notable people from more recent 
times with links to the area include Lord 
Coe, AP Herbert, Helen Mirren, the artist 
Eric Ravilious, and Francis Ronalds, who 
built the world’s fi rst working telegraph 
at the Hammersmith Mall.

Back on the route, continue to the river 
wall with the rose gardens on your left. 

Dove Inn, Hammersmith
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The riverside path here is called Lower Mall: the route holds to the 
wall with the river on your right. Ahead, Hammersmith Bridge 
crosses the river.

The fi rst suspension bridge over the Thames was built here in the 
1820s, designed by William Tierney Clark. He later modifi ed the 
bridge design slightly, using the new design for another bridge 
over the Thames, upstream at Marlow: it was opened in 1834. But 
the Marlow bridge is now seen by many as merely a small-scale 
prototype for his most famous bridge, the Széchenyi Lánchíd which 
has linked Buda and Pest across the Danube, right under the brows 
of Buda Castle, since 1849 (with a short pause to repair wartime 
destruction).

The construction of the Lánchíd (literally, “chain bridge”, and 
pronounced LANTS-heed) was intensely important to help rebuild 
Hungarian pride after the disappointment of the 1848 year of 
revolutions, and once again after the depredations of the German 
army at the end of the Second World War: the bridge has become an 
icon of Budapest, and indeed of Hungary.

The bridge actually predates the founding of Budapest, which only 
came into being in 1873 with the merger of the separate areas of 
Buda and Pest on their respective banks of the river (and of the 
older sett lement of Óbuda to the north of Buda). Coincidentally, the 
construction work of the Lánchíd was overseen by another Clark 
(Adam Clark, a Scot — no relation to William).

William Tierney Clark’s Hammersmith Bridge was superseded in 
1887 by a stronger bridge, designed by Sir Joseph Bazalgett e.

Bazalgett e is associated with 
many of the great London 
engineering projects of the 
day, including the great sewers 
in central London, and the 
associated construction of the 
Embankments, which covered 
the new sewers and improved 
the fl ow of the Thames.

Lower Mall soon leaves behind 
Furnivall Gardens to run along 
the frontages of riverside 

Hammersmith Bridge from 
Furnivall Gardens

Heraldry on
Hammersmith Bridge
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properties; there are houses, pubs and rowing clubs’ headquarters 
here.

Hammersmith Bridge is structurally unsound, so the route continues 
to Putney Bridge. All facilities (including access to Hammersmith 
bus and Tube stations) are to be found off  to the left.

Rise to bridge level, cross the bridge approach road to 
reach the Old City Arms pub, and return to the Thames 

Path by the riverside. Follow the Thames Path to Craven Cott age, 
Fulham FC’s stadium.

Continue to follow the Thames Path, which returns to the 
riverside after passing the football ground, and advances 

to Putney Bridge.

Putney Bridge Tube station is on the far side of the road.

Cross Putney Bridge, and turn right to follow the Thames 
Path back upstream, as far as the roadway extends. Pass 

the bollards and cross a  litt le footbridge. over a tributary (the 
Beverley Brook) which joins the Thames here. Turn left here to 
follow a path alongside the Beverley Brook.

At this point, the London Summits Walk route leaves the Thames 
Path, which continues ahead.

The Beverley Brook rises to the south of Worcester Park, and the 
course downstream from New Malden is marked by the Beverley 
Brook Trail, and the footpath signage is with us here at its outfl ow. 
The name means “the place where beavers live”, but clearly (as 
with the River Bièvre in the heart of Paris) they are here no more.

After a few zigzags, the path, with the brook on your left, passes 
some housing on its far side. A footbridge is reached: cross the 
brook by the bridge, and walk straight ahead onto Putney Lower 
Common.

Putney Lower Common forms part of Wimbledon and Putney 
Commons, and is governed by a board of Conservators in the public 
interest as “metropolitan open land”. More information about these 
commons may be found in the description of the next section of 
the route, which crosses the much larger contiguous area of Putney 
Heath and Wimbledon Common.

Barnes Common does not form part of the Conservators’ ambit. 
Since 925, it has belonged to the Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s 
Cathedral, with the bounds being set formally during the 1590s. 
The ownership of the Common is managed through the Church 
Commissioners; operational management is vested in the hands 
of the London Borough of Richmond-upon-Thames, working with 
the Friends of Barnes Common. It covers almost 50ha and is an 
important nature reserve for this part of London.

Foxes are prevalent on the Common, and there are colonies of voles 
and mice. Eight out of the UK’s eighteen species of bat live within 

3.5

3.6

3.7



© 2017-22 IG Liddell London Summits Walk 3 – 7

the area of the Common. Resident insect populations include bees 
and wasps, ants and damselfl ies, and over a hundred species of 
beetle, including the huge stag beetle.

Navigation on the commons can be tricky. If you reach the railway 
on the common, follow it to your left to reach Lower Richmond 
Road by steps; if you fi nd yourself on Rocks Lane, go left to Barnes 
station and follow the path on the north side of the railway to the 
same point. From the Spencer pub, bear left at the litt le roundabout 
just west of the pub, and follow Lower Richmond Road to the 
railway bridge. But do try to follow the route, which passes across 
the wildest land seen so far on the London Summits Walk route.

Do not take the path on the right which follows the course of the 
brook, but go straight ahead. After about 70m, the path veers 
slightly to the right, aiming towards a low building by the road 
in the distance. Soon, three branches are seen: take the rightmost 
of these, which makes eventually for the nearer end of a low wall 
running down from that building.

This wall encloses Putney Lower Common cemetery (which was 
established in 1858); from the corner of the wall, bear right to keep 
the wall on your left. At the next corner of the wall, bear half-left to 
cross the common to a road (Mill Hill Road).

Three park benches adorn the 
far side of the road: make for 

the right-hand one and follow a thin path 
from it, out onto Barnes Common.

You will need to bear right a litt le to reach 
and join a crossing path which threads its 
course between juniper and gorse bushes.

Once through the juniper/gorse gap, bear 
left on a track which dives into the bushes. 
This path soon bears left again (now 
running generally eastwards), and you 
will eventually make your way out of the 
woodland and into the traffi  c on Queen’s 
Ride.

If you manage to stray off  the route and 
end up on Common Lane (it is a narrower 
road than Mill Hill Road), just take 
Common Lane to the left to return to the 
route at Queen’s Ride.

Turn right along Queen’s Ride, and rise 
to cross the bridge over the railway. Turn 
left down Gipsy Lane immediately after 
the bridge to reach the South Circular 
Road (here, it bears the name of Upper 
Richmond Road) at its far end.

3.8

Scrubland path through
the southern part of

Barnes Common
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Barnes station (South Western Railway services to and from 
Waterloo) is nearby: buses serve here from Clapham Junction.

The South Circular Road is (with its northern counterpart) the 
second of three concentric orbital routes round London. We have 
already met the innermost (the Ring Road) at Angel; the outermost 
is, of course, the M25. Others were planned during the heyday of 
road-building, but have not seen the light of day and have now 
been shelved.

Cross the busy road, but do not take the street called Putney Park 
Lane (which has one-way traffi  c descending), but enter a broad 
stony avenue to its left, also called Putney Park Lane: this avenue is 
at least three hundred years old.

The lane rises, almost devoid of traffi  c, for 1.5km to reach Putney 
Heath at the bott om of Telegraph Road. It is a long but pleasant 
climb which links Lower Putney Common with Putney Heath 
(both parts of Wimbledon and Putney Commons); about a third of 
the way up, there is a small area of green off  to the right. This is the 
Pleasance, the site of a hunting lodge in days gone by. A few cars 
will be found at each end of the lane: the main access is at the upper 

end, which you will reach at a 
church and a school.

Continue up the 
lane; at the top, the 

route crosses Putney Heath 
(the road) at its junction with 
Telegraph Road.

Do not walk up Telegraph 
Road, but instead, seek out 
a woodland path which sets 
off  immediately to the left of 
the junction: this runs almost 
parallel to Telegraph Road.

The path eventually passes 
to the left of a house and, 
keeping as close as possible 
to a south-westerly direction, 
comes out at a cricket ground. 
Keep the ground on your left 
to emerge onto Telegraph 
Road adjacent to its junction 
with Portsmouth Road (which, 
as the name suggests, was the 
original route of what became 
the A3). Turn left to reach the 
Telegraph Inn.

The Telegraph in the names 
refers to a signalling system 
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Putney Park Lane
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which relayed semaphore-style messages for the Government, 
this one being part of the chain between London and the naval 
headquarters in Portsmouth.

Passing along the front of the inn (or turning right as you come 
back out of it), keep to the left edge of the car park to enter a narrow 
lane at the far end. On your left is a wall which guards a covered 
reservoir.

At the far end of the lane, you are suddenly thrown back into heavy 
traffi  c: this is the busy junction between the A3 and the A219. Bend 
to the left, and then corkscrew down to reach a subway system 
for pedestrian and cyclists. The way bends left to go under the 
northbound A219, then right to go over the A3. Ignore an option on 
the left which leads up to Withycombe Road (unless you need to 
use the bus stop which is marooned on the roundabout’s fl ank), but 
carry straight on under the A219 again to rise onto the grassland of 
Putney Heath.

You have now successfully negotiated the roundabout at Tibbet’s 
Corner.


