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LSW
4

Putney Heath to
Crystal Palace,

via summits of Wandsworth, 
Merton and Lambeth

Start Putney Heath — SW19  6AN

Finish Westow Hill — SE19  2AA

Distance 16.91km

Duration 3 hours 37 minutes

Ascent 139m

Access Public transport at regular intervals throughout

Facilities Facilities at regular intervals throughout

4.1 Putney Heath at Tibbet’s Corner. 0m

4.2 SW on clear path to windmill. 1450m

4.3 SSW: second path off  L (SSE) to West Pl; bisect Causeway jct to cross SE to 
Southside Common.

590m

4.4 Ahead on Lauriston Rd; L on Ridgway; R (opp ch) on Sunnyside; descend 
Sunnyside Passage and Malcolm Rd; L on Worple Rd; R to Wimbledon stn.

1790m

4.5 Path beside shop; L over rly; R; over Dundonald Rd to Kingswood Rd; L 
to Kingston Rd, L over tracks; R; bear L; keep SE; after houses on R, R/L on 
railbed to Morden Rd; L/R (High Path); Station Rd; R over Merantun Way.

1780m

4.6 L to Tandem centre. 1640m

4.7 Regain railbed to L of shops; L at prominent tree; cross Myrna Close; R on 
Devonshire Close; R/L on path over rly; R to Tooting stn.

4.8 L; R on Links Rd; L to Fallsbrook Rd; R; L, R; L on Besley St to Eardley Rd.

4.9 L/R to pass under rly; R (more rlys); R on Estreham Rd to stn; L; over A23; L 
of playgd; E up the common to R of three trees; ahead to car park by Rookery.

4.10 Ascend L almost to Crown Lane; R into woodland; bear L; contour to lane; 
over Ryecroft Rd (twice); R (Arnull’s Rd); L; R (Beulah Hill) to Hermitage Rd.

4.11 R/ L; R/L; R/L into Westow Park; rise to Church Rd; L; R fork to Westow Hill.
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This section of the 
route begins at the 

edge of Putney Heath, next to 
Tibbet’s Corner.

Wimbledon and Putney 
Commons cover about 460ha. 
Commons management is by 
a board of Conservators, three 
appointed by government and 
fi ve elected by the levy-payers 
(see below). The area has been 
inhabited since the Stone Age, 
and certain tenant farmers had 
had commoners’ rights for 

many years. In 1864, though, the Lord of The Manor of Wimbledon 
att empted to enclose some of the land, and eventually lost a court 
batt le. As a result, the governance of the Commons was set out in an 
Act of Parliament of 1871.

In a recurrence worthy of Anthony Powell’s Dance to the Music of 
Time, we fi nd that we have met the Lord of the Manor before on this 
route: he is the same Earl Spencer who underwrote the building of 
St Joseph’s church on Highgate Hill. The upkeep of the Commons is 
funded by the Levy, which is paid along with Council Tax on each 
property within 1.2km of the Commons: on average, this is just over 
50p per property per week.

Putney Heath was often used for army mobilisation (both King 
Charles II and King George III reviewed troops here), and was also 
a favourite site for duels. William Pitt  the Younger fought a duel 
here in 1798, and the famous 1809 duel between cabinet ministers 
George Canning and Lord Castlereagh was acted out on the Heath, 
close to the Telegraph Inn.

Set off  from the edge of the heath in a south-westerly 
direction. The path soon veers a litt le to the right, then 

again to the left.

Between these two turns lies the summit of the Borough of 
Wandsworth, 60m above sea level.

The distance from the previous summit (in the Brazilian area of 
College Park, remember?) is, at almost 14km, the farthest so far 
between the borough tops. Don’t worry, though, there are some 
longer inter-summit distances to come on the route!

Plunge with the path into the woodland: this soon leads to a footpath 
with a horse-ride on the right. Just keep going along this path until 
you reach a paved road: over to the right is the Windmill.

The Windmill, which may be open for visitors, is the centre of a 
honeypot area of the Common, with café and toilets, and a large car 
park.

4.2

4.1

Putney Heath, near the 
summit of Wandsworth



© 2017-22 IG Liddell London Summits Walk 4 – 3

Section 6 of the Capital Ring crosses the 
path just before you reach the Windmill 
access road.

Continue ahead in the same 
direction, passing on your 

right the various refreshment facilities 
surrounding the Windmill.

Ignore the fi rst path which goes off  
half-left (down the side of a fi eld in a 
south-easterly direction). Take the next 
(i.e., the second) half-left turn (which runs 
a shade to the east of south), opposite a 
part of the golf course near a green. The 
path soon plunges into woodland.

Continue on this path, past a tree, stripped 
to its skeleton, off  to the right, until 
eventually you come out at the corner of a 
street, with houses on the right-hand side 
and open land on the left.

Keep close to the street (West Place) to 
reach a crossroads, where take the path 
bisecting the corner of the road ahead. 
Cross the next road to reach the houses at 
the far side of the common, on Southside 
Common at the top of Lauriston Road.

This is the summit of the Borough of Merton, 55m above sea level.

Follow the left-hand pavement of Lauriston Road to its 
foot at the Swan pub. Turn left along the road (Ridgway), 

crossing to the right-hand pavement at a suitable place. When 
you reach Emmanuel church over to your left, turn right down 
Sunnyside. At the bott om, bear slightly left to go down a steep path 
(Sunnyside Passage) to reach Malcolm Road.

From the top of Sunnyside Passage, look out for the tower ahead 
in the distance: it is Saff ron Square in the middle of Croydon and 
will be visible from many parts of the London Summits Walk route 
through the southern part of our journey.

Continue to the foot of Malcolm Road.

If you decide that you have no need of Wimbledon station, or 
the shops, pubs and cafés nearby, but want to push on towards 
Merton, you may (if you have been studying your map intently) 
be tempted into missing out on the town centre by squeezing 
down a narrow alleyway opposite (to the right of a No Entry sign), 
turning left onto St George’s Road, and then turning right to reach 
the railway footbridge (see below). However, the future of this 
footbridge has been far from certain recently: it is worth trying to 
make a check before committ ing yourself … or just accept the extra 

4.4

4.3

Skeleton tree on
Wimbledon Common
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few metres. You never know, there might 
just be something in Wimbledon that you 
did not realise you wanted.

Turn left along Worple Road: at the traffi  c 
lights, turn right onto Wimbledon Hill 
Road. Cross Alexandra Road to reach 
Wimbledon station on your left.

Nearby, you will fi nd the full range of 
shops and eating establishments.

Wimbledon station is a major suburban 
node for South Western Railway services: 
it also serves as one of the southern termini 
of the District Line.

With its att endant shops, restaurants and 
pubs (and all other facilities), Wimbledon 
is an important commercial centre for 
south-west London. It has been inhabited 
since the Iron Age, but it was the advent 
of the Iron Road, fi rst the London and 
Southwestern Railway, and then the 
District Railway (which became part of the 
District Line of the Underground) which 
put modern Wimbledon on the map.

Notable residents range from philosopher 
Arthur Schopenhauer to actor Oliver 

Reed, male impersonator Hett y King to Ford Madox Ford, Joseph 
Bazalgett e to Raymond Briggs. Leslie Hore-Belisha, the cabinet 
minister who introduced the driving test and zebra crossings, lived 
nearby. Of course, the area is probably best known for its annual 
lawn tennis championships, but it also features in literature, most 
notably in modern times in the Wimbledon Trilogy (The Wimbledon 
Poisoner, They Came from SW19, and East of Wimbledon) by Nigel 
Williams, who is an alumnus of Highgate School, which was passed 

earlier on the London Summits 
Walk route.

Today, Wimbledon station is a 
major suburban hub for South 
Western Railway services; it is 
still a southern terminus of the 
District Line.

If you are arriving to 
start the day’s walking 

at Wimbledon station, cross at 
the light-controlled pedestrian 
crossing. Take a narrow path (on 
the right if you are continuing the 
walk here) which leads down into 

4.5

The view across the
Croydon basin from the top 
of Sunnyside Passage

Wimbledon station
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the gap on the left-hand side of the “Litt le Waitrose” supermarket 
opposite. After a quick right-and-left to go down some steps, the 
path emerges with the railway lines on your left. Soon, you will 
come to a footbridge over the railway.

If you have come down Malcolm Road at the end of the previous 
section, and have no need of the various commercial and/or 
transport facilities available in central Wimbledon, you can turn 
right out of Worple Road along Francis Grove to reach the trackside 
path to the north-east of the footbridge over the railway. However, 
you should note that the future of this railway bridge is in doubt, so 
check locally before committ ing yourself.

Beyond the footbridge, you will be on an enclosed tarmac path, 
which soon runs parallel to the tracks now used by the Tramlink 
services, to reach Dundonald Road.

If the footbridge is inaccessible, an alternative route from the station 
is to walk down the Broadway (with the station on your left, but 
using the right-hand pavement), turn right into Hartfi eld Road, 
right again into Hartfi eld Crescent, and right again into Dundonald 
Road until you have crossed the tram tracks, turning left just before 
reaching a nursery school on the left, beyond which there is a traffi  c 
squeeze-point.

Cross Dundonald Road and carry straight on, following another 
tarmac path, after a right-hand bend, you come out onto a street at 
a rather rustic roundabout, with fi ngerpost street signs.

You are now in the John Innes Conservation Area, one of the earliest 
“garden suburb” developments, as proposed by the philanthropist 
of that name. His name is best known for a plant compost: it was 
developed at the horticultural institute which was situated nearby 
at the time. The John Innes Institute is now located on the western 
edge of Norwich, where it is a world leader in its fi eld.

Bear left at the roundabout to 
follow the left-hand pavement 
of Kingswood Road, trying 
not to recall the signature tune 
of The Good Life — actually, 
outdoor scenes were fi lmed in 
Northwood, which we shall 
meet much later on the London 
Summits Walk route.

When you reach the busy 
Kingston Road, turn left, cross 
the tram tracks at the level 
crossing, and cross the road by 
the light-controlled pedestrian 
crossing. Continue ahead next 
to the tracks towards Merton 
Park tram stop.

John Innes Conservation 
Area, Merton
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Do not go to the tram stop (unless seeking a tram), but instead bear 
left, following a tarmac path which brings you out onto Rutlish 
Road.

Sir John Major att ended the grammar school here in the 1950s 
(following in the footsteps of the illustrator Raymond Briggs). 
During Major’s schooldays, the establishment moved to Watery 
Lane; the school buildings in Rutlish Road were demolished in the 
early 1970s.

Continue straight ahead, picking up another path. Very soon, take 
a branching path half-right, then a left fork to keep sports fi elds 
between you and the tram line. Your path trends left for a bit, then 
runs alongside some industrial buildings to the left.

You may already have guessed that you are walking on another 
old railway trackbed: this is the branch line which linked Tooting 
with Wimbledon via Merton Abbey. It opened in 1868, and closed 
to passenger services in 1929; goods services lasted until 1960. You 
will use two sections of this line on your route to Tooting.

Follow the trackbed past the industrial buildings out onto a busy 
road at a traffi  c-light junction. The railway used to carry on straight 
ahead, but this is impossible for pedestrians, now that it has been 
blitz ed by Merantun Way, the pavementless A24.

Instead, cross at the lights and turn left along Morden 
Road to reach High Path, where turn right.

Wimbledon South Tube station is 300m ahead on Morden Road.

Immediately on your right, in a small park, is a memorial to Admiral 
Lord Nelson, who lived locally at Merton Place. Continue along the 
right-hand pavement of High Path, passing a school on your right.

A road leads up to the right onto Merantun Way; do not take this, 
but with a slight left-and-right zigzag with industrial premises on 
your right, ease into Station Road (Merton Abbey station, as was), 
running parallel to the main road. At the far end, turn right to pass 
through the archway and out onto Merantun Way.

Cross the busy Merantun Way at the pedestrian lights and turn left, 
crossing the River Wandle a few paces ahead.

If, while crossing Merantun 
Way, you see walkers coming 
in the opposite direction, then 
it is likely that they will be 
following the Wandle Trail, 
which runs along the river 
from its source in Croydon to 
its meeting with the Thames 
at Wandsworth. A link to the 
Wandle Trail (on the website of 
the London Borough of Merton) 

Nelson memorial,
High Path, Merton

4.6
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is given in the introduction to the 
London Summits Walk route.

Once you cross the river, you will 
see the Abbey Mills complex on 
your right. These used to house 
the print mills for the well-known 
Liberty and Company — in fact, 
the mills gave the area its original 
telephone exchange code of 
LIBerty (542). The mills were once 
part of Merton Abbey and were 
held by a succession of companies 
after the Dissolution: Liberty’s 
tenure lasted from 1904 to 1972. 
There is now a pub within the 
Abbey Mills complex.

Continue ahead, past the Premier Inn. Cross the busy junction 
towards the Tandem shopping centre. Immediately you come onto 
the shopping centre’s access road, though, turn left to cross it.

Colliers Wood station is 400m ahead.

To continue on the London Summits Walk route, drop 
down from road level at the roundabout to pick up the 

old railway again, passing the fortress walls of the shopping centre 
on your right.

After about 700m, look for a path leading off  left by a prominent 
tree (just before back-garden laplink fencing abuts the path on the 
left) to a grey metal barrier. This leads you into Myrna Close.

If you manage to miss the tree and come out at a road junction, just 
turn back on yourself to the left along Myrna Close until you see 
the path crossing at a red-painted brick structure (it is an electricity 
substation), and turn right to continue.

Cross over Myrna Close, 
continuing to the left of 
a red-painted brick-built 
electricity substation, to reach 
Devonshire Road. This is a 
fairly nondescript suburban 
street with a corner shop 
part-way down on the left.

Turn right at the end into 
Lyveden Road: at the end 
of this road, follow the path 
half-left which leads to a bridge 
over the railway.

This was the location of Tooting 
Junction: one track westwards 

4.7

Trackbed of railway near
Myrna Close

A retail-industrial view 
from Abbey Mills
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took the railway to Wimbledon via Merton Abbey (this is the track 
which you have been following on and off  to reach this point).

The path leads out onto Longley Road: turn right and follow the 
road up to London Road. Here, turn right to reach pedestrian lights, 
where you may cross the road to reach Tooting station.

In addition to the railway, there are buses and shops nearby.

The actor George Cole (who played Flash Harry in the St Trinian’s 
fi lms and Arthur Daley in Minder) was born in Tooting; Robert 
Lindsay ran the Tooting Popular Front in the BBC sitcom Citizen 
Smith, twenty years after the more forgett able Hugh and I (Terry 
Scott  and Hugh Lloyd — again, the BBC) was set in Tooting.

Turn left at the station, and descend to reach Links Road, 
where turn right. Links Road is, according to the maps, 

only 800m long, but it is dead straight, and seems to go on to infi nity. 
Follow the left-hand pavement, checking off  the alphabetical 
side-roads from Ascot to Jersey, to reach Streatham Road at the 
church of Our Lady of the Assumption — and the assumption is 
probably that you have survived the catatonia of Links Road.

To be fair, there is a minor degree of interest in taking stock of the 
micro-gradations in class refl ected in the details of the elements 
of the houses (and, presumably, in their original selling prices), 
particularly on the left, between neighbouring blocks. There is 
no break in the housing on the right-hand side, because the back 
gardens all reach to the railway directly, without access from the 
street.

Turn left onto Streatham Road (where at least one local business 
cannot even spell its street-name properly), crossing to the 
right-hand pavement at an early opportunity.

Just before you reach a pedestrian crossing, where an outfl owing 
of junk from local shops onto the pavement is likely, turn right into 
Fallsbrook Road, taking its dog-leg left at the far end. Once you 
have passed the premises of R&S Greeting Cards, turn right onto 
Leverson Street, cross the traffi  c barrier, and turn left along Besley 
Street.

At the far end of Besley Street, bear left into Eardley Road. 
Just before it in turn bears left, go right to fi nd a railway 

underpass. Once through the underpass, turn right along a footpath 
(encouraged by the sign which promises the route to Streatham 
Common station “via the footbridge”). Sure enough, the footbridge 
soon comes into view, and it must be used to cross another set of 
railway tracks which eventually give out onto Estreham Road.

Here, the route meets (but does not follow) the Capital Ring at the 
handover point between its sections 4 and 5.

Go to the right, passing the Hyderi Islamic Centre, to reach 
Streatham Common station.

4.8

4.9
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There are shops nearby for essentials, with a wider set of options 
ahead at the top of Greyhound Lane.

Streatham grew up along the London-to-Brighton road, and was 
for some time a would-be spa town. The composer Sir Arnold Bax, 
was born in Streatham (the contrast with Tintagel, about which he 
wrote an overture, could hardly be more extreme), as were royal 
couturier Sir Norman Hartnell and actors Simon Callow and June 
Whitfi eld. Sir Henry Tate, the sugar magnate, had a house on the 
north side of Streatham Common. For a time, the area was home to 
a wide variety of popular cultural venues, with the Streatham Ice 
Rink probably the venue most associated with the area in people’s 
minds.

Streatham Common station is served by Southern services to and 
from Victoria and London Bridge.

From Streatham Common station, make your way in a south-easterly 
direction (that is, to the right on exiting the station) to reach a 
crossroads. Turn left up Greyhound Lane, crossing over to the 
right-hand pavement at a convenient location, to reach Streatham 
High Road.

There are many shops and cafés on busy Streatham High Road, and 
bus services to many locations.

Section 4 of the Capital Ring crosses the route here.

Cross the road at the pedestrian-controlled lights to enter Streatham 
Common on the other side. Pass to the left of a small building (which 
hosts public toilets), and contour round the corner of a children’s 
playground.

There are toilets and a café here.

Strike uphill towards the top right-hand corner of the common, 
aiming fi rst for a small group of trees part-way up. Once beyond 
these trees, make for the right-hand side of a higher copse, then 
cross to the tarmac path which climbs the edge of the common.

When you reach the tarmac path, you will coincide with section 4 of 
the Capital Ring, running anti-clockwise.

Looking back over Streatham 
Common, a goodly proportion 
of the right-hand half of the 
horizon is taken up by the tops 
of the trees on Wimbledon 
Common.

Streatham Common was 
purchased as a public open 
space under the provisions of 
the Metropolitan Commons 
Act 1878. Cricket had been 
played on the Common since 

Looking westwards from 
Streatham Common
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the eighteenth century, and the right to play cricket was enshrined in 
the legislation which brought the Common into public ownership.

At the top of this, the main part of the Common, there is a café, and 
behind it, a formal garden called the Rookery.

Section 4 of the Capital Ring, travelling anticlockwise, bears off  
slightly right here, near the café: this provides an alternative route 
to Beulah Hill, though it involves extra climbing, is more circuitous, 
and misses a pub en route.

The route of the London Summits Walk takes the path 
on the left-hand side of a small car park, climbing 

through trees to the top of the hill.

Where the trees peter out on the left near the top of the hill, take the 
cross-path to the right to enter the woodland. After about 75m, turn 
left onto a contouring path which leads towards some houses. Take 
the lane between the houses, cross Ryecroft Road, continuing on the 
enclosed lane ahead.

Cross Ryecroft Road once again (the street loops round to the local 
summit), and come out of the next part of the lane. to bear right on 
Arnull’s Road. Bear left onto Gibson Hill, and right onto Beulah 
Hill.

Pass the Conquering Hero pub on the left (the identity of said hero 
is unclear, though it probably is not Judas Maccabaeus) and then, 
at the bend in the road, a small pond. Continue along the left-hand 
pavement of the road to the top of Biggin Hill opposite.

Section 4 of the Capital Ring, running anti-clockwise, enters here 
and joins the route of the London Summits Walk.

Keep straight ahead; after crossing Queen Mary Road on your left, 
you will reach a side-street (Convent Hill), where a sudden vista 
of the City opens up on your left. It is clear that we are on the fi rst 
major summit ridge south of the river.

After ticking off  the Shard, the 
Gherkin and other skyscrapers 
in view, continue along Beulah 
Hill to Hermitage Road. On 
the way, a road to the right 
called Downsview Road may 
tempt you to try to get a sneak 
preview of what is to come at 
Westerham Heights.

Turn left, down 
Hermitage Road, 

crossing over to its right-hand 
pavement, to a corner of Upper 
Norwood Recreation Ground: 
the route will take you to the 
corner diagonally opposite.

4.11

The City from Beulah Hill

4.10
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An unsubtle brick-constructed 
changing-room block will be 
visible in the distance: this 
is to be passed, but resist the 
temptation to make a bee-line 
for it, for the trudge through 
the longer grass will tire you 
out.

Instead, turn right and keep to 
the upper rim, and take a path 
left which passes the block, 
with Capital Ring footpath 
signs to guide you.

Once past the changing-room block, the path follows the lower edge 
of the recreation ground, rising above the level of the att endant 
Chevening Road for part of the way, to reach its junction with 
Harold Road at the corner of the Recreation Ground, where there 
are some ornamental plantings.

Turn left onto Harold Road, then right onto College Green, to reach 
a metal gate on the left which leads into Westow Park.

Climb through Westow Park, passing to the right of a children’s 
play area; fi rst, swing right up the 
hill, then contour left at the foot of 
the upper (and, it must be admitt ed, 
generally quieter) section of the park. 
Turn right to follow the park’s inside 
edge to its summit: here, exit the park 
onto Church Road.

Here, the London Summits Walk route 
must part company with section 4 of the 
Capital Ring, which turns right and left 
to follow its own route towards Crystal 
Palace Park (but without visiting the 
forthcoming borough summit).

Instead, turn to the left, keeping to the 
right-hand pavement of Church Road 
to reach a fork (and the Westow Hill 
one-way system) at the White Hart pub 
ahead.

Here begins an area clustered around 
Westow Hill, in the triangle and to 
the west of the main junction, which 
off ers a wide range of shops, pubs and 
restaurants, with a host of cultures 
and ethnicities represented. All other 
facilities (banks, etc.) are also available 
in the vicinity.

Westow Park

Westow Hill
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Continue to the right of the White Hart along Church Street (against 
the fl ow of motor traffi  c), drawn by the arresting sight of the Crystal 
Palace television transmitt er ahead, and passing the Alma and the 
Crystal Palace Market pubs to reach the major junction ahead.

Here, where Westow Hill, Crystal Palace Parade and Anerley Hill 
all meet up to join Church Road at a crossroads, is the summit of the 
London Borough of Lambeth, 110m above sea level.

Here, at the crossroads, you have reached the end of this section.

Crystal Palace railway station lies down Anerley Hill to the right; 
ahead, Crystal Palace bus station has services to many local 
destinations, including the number 3 bus to Brixton (for the Victoria 
Line) and central London.


