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LSW
6

Blackheath station to Sidcup
via

the summit of Greenwich

Start Blackheath station — SE3  9LE

Finish Sidcup station — DA15  7AW

Distance 12.62km

Duration 2 hours 46 minutes

Ascent 151m

Access Train and bus at start of section and at Falconwood; bus at intermediate points

Facilities All facilities at start and end of section. Pub and café at Shooters Hill

6.1 Blackheath stn (bus). 0m

6.2 N from stn; R (Montpelier Hill); R at pond; L; R (Morden Rd); ahead; path to 
Kidbrooke Park Rd; cross; L; second R (Wricklemarsh Rd); R; L on A2 br.

1900m

6.3 R; L (Dursley Rd); R (Woolacombe Rd); L (Broad Walk) to Youth Centre. 1130m

6.4 Ahead; over Well Hall Rd; L; R (wood on R); through wood to car park; L out 
to Shooter’s Hill; R to water tower at top.

1900m

6.5 N on Cleanthus Rd; R into Eaglesfi eld Park; R on Eaglesfi eld Rd; L on Dover 
Rd; R into Oxleas Wood; trend R to Oxleas Meadows at café.

1450m

6.6 Descend L edge of meadows; ahead through wood; R on Welling Way; over 
Rochester Way; R into wood; L; R (SE) over rly to Riefi eld Rd.

1450m

6.7 R on Riefi eld Rd over A2; R on Gravel Pit Lane to Bexley Rd at catt le trough. 1200m

6.8 Cross rd; path to far L corner of fi eld; path with R turn; L onto clear path S 
then SSE past football training gd to Avery Hill Rd; L to Cradley Rd.

1650m

6.9 R on Cradley Rd; ahead on Old Farm Ave; R to Sidcup stn. 1940m
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This section begins at Blackheath station, right in the 
middle of Blackheath Village, one of the more prosperous 

areas of this part of south-east London.

Blackheath station is served by Southeastern trains to and from 
Victoria and London Bridge.

The suburb we see today is mainly Victorian, but the area has a long 
history, recorded as far back as the middle of the twelfth century. 
In the seventeenth century, it was used (as was Hounslow Heath 
on the west side of London and Putney Heath in the south) for the 
mobilisation of armies: notably, the Blackheath Army of 1673 was 
assembled here to serve in the war against the Dutch. In earlier 
times, Blackheath had seen the assembly of less structured armies, 
taking part in the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381 and the Kentish rebellion 
of 1450.

The fi rst established golf club outside Scotland, the Royal 
Blackheath Golf Club, was formed here in 1766. Blackheath Rugby 
Club followed in 1858: as it was for golf, so it was for rugby, it is the 
oldest documented rugby club in England.

The club also hosted the fi rst international rugby match between 
England and Scotland in 1871, and between England and Wales ten 
years later. The changing-rooms for these early internationals were 
facilities borrowed from the Princess of Wales pub, and the inn still 
adorns the corner of the Heath today.

Sir Richard Branson was born in Blackheath, and Charles Gounod, 
Donald McGill and Nathaniel Hawthorne are among those who 

have called this part of London home at 
some time in their lives.

If arriving by rail at the station, 
cross the road at the pedestrian 

lights and turn left, or continue northwards 
from the previous section.

Take the right-hand pavement, bearing 
right into the local one-way system at the 
next set of pedestrian-controlled traffi  c 
lights. Ascend Montpelier Row to come 
out onto the heath, passing the huge 
Clarendon Hotel on your right.

At the next corner, by the Princess of 
Wales pub (whose changing-rooms have 
been repurposed since those early rugby 
internationals), bear right onto South 
Row, with the pond across the road on 
your left.

Continue along South Row past the pond, 
and across Pond Road which comes in 
from the right. You will reach the corner 

6.2
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Princess of Wales Inn, 
Blackheath
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of a graceful crescent of houses: 
look up at the corner to fi nd a 
pale plaque announcing an 
award for architectural merit, 
bestowed at the Festival of 
Britain in 1951. The road in 
front of these buildings is 
called the Paragon: cross over 
its end, bearing right at the 
next fork down Morden Road.

Where the Paragon re-appears on your right, at the far end of the 
delicate crescent of houses, take a small tarmac path which leads 
straight ahead, diagonally across the junction, and makes for 
the corner of a brick wall just to the left of some trees. Do not go 
downhill towards a red-brick house with ashlar corners.

Just beyond this building is where Charles Gounod stayed during 
his time in Blackheath.

At the corner of the wall, carry 
straight ahead through a gate 
onto an enclosed tarmac path 
which makes its way through 
the estate of Morden College.

Morden College was founded 
by Sir John Morden in the 
late seventeenth century as a 
home for merchants who had 
fallen on hard times. It was originally built to house forty single or 
widowed men: today, it has quarters for women and for married 
couples. In its time, it has housed poor merchants of the trade with 
Turkey and India, while today it is a generic retirement home. The 
College manages other such homes in the locality.

Sir John Morden’s Path zigzags between buildings of the College, 
crosses Kidbrooke Grove, and 
arrives at Kidbrooke Park Road 
opposite a petrol station. Reach 
the fi lling station forecourt by 
the pedestrian crossing.

Turn left and cross over the 
end of Brook Road. Take 
the next street on the right, 
Wricklemarsh Road, opposite 
the signboard for St James’s 
church. At its end, turn right 
onto Rochester Way, then left 
(beyond the bus stop) to cross 
the seething Rochester Way 
Relief Road, the A2.

Morden College, Blackheath

Blackheath Pond

The Paragon, Blackheath



6 – 4 London Summits Walk © 2017-22 IG Liddell

Once over the bridge which conveys cyclists and 
pedestrians across the main road, turn right to follow the 

footpath, with the A2 now roaring down to your right. The path 
eventually comes to the level of the A2 (with a cycle path ahead) 
just before Dursley Road approaches from the left.

At this point, do not stray onto the main road, but turn left up 
Dursley Road, then right onto Woolacombe Road.

This estate of houses was laid out in a modernist style in the 1930s, 
with fashionable curved windows maximising the light-trapping 
capabilities. It is sad to relate that there are very few houses which 
retain these features (here or elsewhere), such has been the relentless 
march of double glazing without much thought for conservation 
and aesthetics. Numbers 92 and 150 are beacons of authenticity in 
this detail.

At the end of Woolacombe Road, turn left onto Broad Walk. This 
is another of those long, straight, suburban streets along which we 
must pass, but there is soon a litt le relief from the houses on the 
right, where there are sports fi elds and a youth centre.

In 1832, Montagu Samuel was born to a Jewish watchmaking and 
silversmithing family. The family originally hailed from northern 
Germany, but had migrated to Britain at some point around the 
middle of the eighteenth century. His studies took him to the 
Mechanics’ Institution, and on his graduation his parents changed 
his name to Samuel Montagu. He joined his brother (who had not 
been forced to change his surname from Samuel) and the resultant 
bank (Samuel and Montagu) soon dominated the silver market. 
The brothers split, and the bullion bank dropped the “and” from its 
name. It eventually became part of the Midland Bank, now HSBC.

Samuel Montagu became a Member of Parliament, and subsequently 
was elevated to the peerage as 
Lord Swaythling. He advised 
the US Government on the 
creation of the Federal Reserve, 
and he and his descendants 
became keen philanthropists 
for Jewish and other causes.

The Samuel Montagu Youth 
Centre on Broad Walk is one 
result of this philanthropy. 
Created fi rst as the Samuel 
Montagu Boys’ Club, it is now 
more inclusive. In 1978, the 
author was invited to assist 
the club in walking the length 
of Off a’s Dyke Path, due to his 
local knowledge of the Welsh 
borderland traversed by the 

Samuel Montagu
Youth Centre, Kidbrooke
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path. It was heartening to see the urban teenagers grow into their 
fi rst extended encounter with the countryside, though perhaps we 
should be kind enough to draw a veil over the impromptu role-play 
of One Man and his Dog with a live fl ock of sheep “somewhere in 
Shropshire”.

Cross Broad Walk near the Youth Centre, and continue 
ahead, along its right-hand  pavement, with extensive 

sports fi elds on your right. Beyond the sports fi elds, Broad Walk 
climbs to reach the South Circular Road (here, Well Hall Road).

Cross by means of the nearby pedestrian crossing, turning left to 
climb with the road. Before you reach  the junction, turn right to 
follow the edge of open ground upwards towards Shooter’s Hill 
Road, but do not go as far as the road.

At the entry to the woodland, section 1 of the Capital Ring, running 
clockwise, arrives from Shooter’s Hill Road.

Climb on a stepped path through the woods to a car park.

Here, the Capital Ring continues to Severndroog Castle.

Severndroog Castle lies off  to the right at the car park. It is a folly 
which was built as a memorial to Commodore Sir William James, 
who died in 1783. He had seen naval action at Suvarnadurg 
(which was at that time mangled into 
quasi-English as Severndroog). General 
Roy used the tower in his trigonometric 
survey which linked London and Paris. 
The castle is run by a private trust, and is 
open to the public at times.

Turn left along the road from the car park 
to gain Shooter’s Hill Road.

Climb to the top of the hill, 
crossing the road at the 

pedestrian lights next to the primary 
school and passing the Bull Inn, to reach 
the brick water tower at the summit of the 
road.

Buses run from here to and from North 
Greenwich.

Some say that this is the summit of the 
Royal Borough of Greenwich, but I am 
not quite convinced. Eaglesfi eld Park is, I 
think, a litt le higher. However, by passing 
this point and then visiting the park, you 
will have covered the bases … or rather, 
the apices.

Shooter’s Hill lies on the route of Watling 
Street, the Roman A2/A5 equivalent which 

Severndroog Castle
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ran from Dover to Telford (ex Dubris usque 
ad Uriconium, in those days). The location 
turns up in literature: of course, Charles 
Dickens features, as we should expect of a 
relatively local author (A Tale of Two Cities 
and The Pickwick Papers), but so does Lord 
Byron (Don Juan), and HG Wells (The War 
of the Worlds).

More recently, Frankie Howerd said he 
“received an education hereabouts”, and 
TV cooks Fanny and Johnnie Cradock 
lived on Shooter’s Hill Road.

Turn off  Shooter’s Hill Road along 
Cleanthus Road to the side of the water 
tower, nipping along the umbilical 
pavement which connects the two parts 
of the road, but prevents the passage 
of through traffi  c. Continue along 
the street’s right-hand pavement, the 
post-war development giving way to 
1930s housing, until you reach Eaglesfi eld 
Park on the right-hand side of the road.

Turn upwards and seek the highest point 
of the park (up and to the right), where 
there is a metal bench, aligned for the 
perfect view.

Thus far, our vistas have tended to be 
centred upon London, but this is something 

else altogether. Ahead is spread out the widening Thames estuary: 
beyond the Dartford Crossing, Tilbury, Gravesend, Canvey Island, 
Isle of Grain … it almost seems that the view could stretch on and 
on, past Southend-on-Sea and possibly, just possibly, as far as 
Rott erdam.

This is, in my opinion, the highest point in the Royal Borough of 
Greenwich, 132m above sea 
level: it is certainly a fi ner 
resting-point than Shooter’s 
Hill Road.

You will have noticed that 
the hill has become host to 
a cluster of radio masts: this 
should be no surprise, since 
it is the highest ground for 
some distance. You may also 
have seen the badge of the Port 
of London Authority on the 
fence which closes off  access 

Water tower, Shooter’s Hill

Eastward vista from 
Eaglesfi eld Park
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to the mast found beside the left-hand 
pavement on the way up Shooter’s Hill 
Road: this view explains why the PLA 
chose the spot. From here, there are clear 
lines of radio transmission all the way up 
and down the river from London to the 
North Sea.

Descend eastwards to reach Eaglesfi eld 
Road, and turn right to re-join Shooter’s 
Hill Road as it begins to descend to 
the east. Turn left to follow the road’s 
left-hand pavement, passing a bus stop. 
After about 150m downhill, look out 
for an island refuge in the middle of the 
road (just before the houses on the left 
give way to bungalows). Cross the busy 
road at the refuge, and take the tarmac 
path which makes off  into Oxleas Wood, 
initially running parallel to the road but at 
a higher level.

The path curves to the right, and crosses 
the top of a grassy area which runs down 
to the left (with an att endant park bench) 
before dipping back into the woods.

Section 1 of the Capital Ring, running 
anti-clockwise, joins from the left.

Soon, you will fi nd yourself at the top of a huge apron of the 
grassland of Oxleas Meadows.

There are extensive views to the south and south-west; you may be 
able to pick out Saff ron Square tower, the prominent gnomon in the 
heart of Croydon, with the line of the North Downs and Wimbledon 
Common forming the horizon behind.

More immediately, there is a clear view (due west) of the welcome 
and welcoming Oxleas Wood café, which will sell you anything 
from a biscuit to a breakfast.

Public toilets are contained 
within the building, but they are 
accessed from the outside (i.e., 
not through the café). Ladies 
should go to the west fl ank of 
the building, Gentlemen to the 
east.

The Capital Ring, travelling 
in an anti-clockwise direction, 
continues past the front of the 
café towards Severndroog.

Oxleas Woods

Looking south-west from 
Oxleas Meadows
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Duly fortifi ed and/or relieved, set 
out down the left-hand side of 

the grassland: there is a parallel path just 
within the shade of the trees which may be 
preferable to squinting ahead when faced 
with full sun. At the bott om, just beyond an 
electrical station, the path bears left into the 
wood, and bends right to meet a path coming 
from the left.

Section 1 of the Capital Ring, running 
clockwise, which has taken a loop through 
the woods from the café at the top, joins the 
route here.

Continue with the Ring (and its helpful 
signage) down to a road, and to the junction 
of Rochester Way with the smaller Welling 
Way. Bear right, and cross Rochester Way 
at the traffi  c lights — carefully, for there is 

no help for pedestrians — to take the pathway which dives into 
Shepherdleas Wood opposite. The path bends right to run parallel 
to Rochester Way, before curving left.

Ignore paths leading off  until you reach a tall green fi ngerpost with 
Capital Ring details.

Here, the Capital Ring exits to the right.

The London Summits Walk route follows the Green Chain option 
(in a south-easterly direction) towards Falconwood station. The 
path is fairly clear, but your ears will help you reach the end of the 
path where the road (to your left) converges with the railway and 
the louder A2 (coming in from your right).

At the end of the path, turn right onto Rochester Way, crossing the 
railway line to reach a major junction: Falconwood station is over 
on your left.

Take a right turn 
opposite the station  

and join Riefi eld Road, and 
cross the busy A2 (Rochester 
Way Relief Road) on a bridge. 
Beyond, Riefi eld Road is 
bordered on the left by Eltham 
cemetery and crematorium. 
At the end of the broad curve, 
about 500m from the station 
junction, turn right down 
Gravel Pit Lane, an alleyway, 
opposite a cul-de-sac (which 
counts as a part of Riefi eld 
Road).

6.6

Oxleas Meadows, looking 
towards the North Downs

Catt le trough on Bexley 
Road at Gravel Pit Lane
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Gravel Pit Lane continues for about 650m, with 
a golf course on the right and sports fi elds on 
the left, to emerge onto Bexley Road near the 
entrance driveway for the clubhouse of the 
Eltham Warren Golf Course.

Here, you will fi nd another catt le trough erected 
by the Metropolitan Drinking Fountain and 
Catt le Trough Association (a charitable body 
catering for the interests of catt le and horses 
being driven): this one was presented in 1905 
by Sir Spencer Maryon-Wilson, whose family 
owned the Manor of Charlton (among other 
estates).

Bexley Road has bus services to Greenwich and 
Bexleyheath: there are stops to the right and 
left. New Eltham station lies 2km ahead.

Cross Bexley Road by means of the 
pedestrian crossing. Keep close to 

the left-hand fence, making your way carefully 
through a small thicket: this is your almost 
secret entry into Avery Hill Park.

Bear slightly left at the bott om to reach a 
small enclosed path through a gate. This path 
continues, swinging right to come out into 
open land at a path junction. Keep ahead, 
gradually bending left to keep the open fi eld 
on your left (you will now be walking in a 
south-south-easterly direction) to reach a 
cross-track, with a line of trees ahead.

Keep to the left-hand fi eld, with the trees on the 
right, descending to another cross-track. Turn 
right, and immediately turn left, to follow the 
onward path in the same direction (that is to 
say, still keeping a south-south-easterly line) 
with the hedge now on your left.

The football fi elds to your right are the training 
ground for Charlton Athletic FC.

The path gives out onto Sparrows Lane at the 
gateway to the training ground: follow the 
left-hand pavement of the road down to its end 
at Avery Hill Road.

New Eltham station lies 500m along Avery Hill 
Road to the right. Sidcup station is 2.1km ahead 
by the London Summits Walk route.

Turn left onto Avery Hill Road, crossing Keightley Drive 
immediately, and advancing to Cradley Road.

Two views of the route
through Avery Hill Park
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Turn right onto Cradley Road, and follow its right-hand 
pavment. This soon (at the boundary between Greenwich 

and Bexley boroughs) becomes Old Farm Avenue. This long, almost 
straight, suburban street leads to Station Road in Sidcup, where 
turn right for Sidcup station.

This section ends here.

There are also buses from here to Welling and Woolwich.

6.9


