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Farnborough to Tatsfi eld
via the summit of Bromley,

and of Greater London

Start Farnborough, High Street and Church Street junction —BR6  7DB

Finish Tatsfi eld — TN16  2AR

Distance 13.41km

Duration 3 hours 13 minutes

Ascent 323m

Access Buses at start and end of section, and at Hawley’s Corner.

Facilities Café/toilets at country park en route. Pub at Cudham en route. Shop at Tatsfi eld.

8.1 Farnborough 0m

8.2 L on Church Rd; path on R to ch; L side of meadow; enter wood at bott om; 
over Shire Lane; ascend past car park to offi  ces and café in country park.

990m

8.3 Ahead; ignore path L at café; L on next path; bend R over summit; R at 
crosspath to reach golf course; keep to edge of course, just inside woodland; 
take broad bridleway L (SSE) down to edge of Cuckoo Wood.

1490m

8.4 Up; R on refuge patrh before rd; L; ascend Snag Lane; ahead; follow path R, 
L (up), R, L (down) to Foxberry Wood.

1580m

8.5 R onto track (SW) to Mace Lane; ahead, bend R; L on path (SSW) to sports gd; 
R edge of fi eld to pavilion; R through pub car park to rd. 

1840m

8.6 L to jct with Cackets Lane; R on path; L on Newbarn Lane to New Barn Fm. 1250m

8.7 Beyond Newbarn Farm, path on L with wood on R; S to Gray’s Farm. 1740m

8.8 R to Hawley’s Corner; L to end of woodland on L; return to Hawley’s Corner. 1760m

8.9 Tatsfi eld Lane WSW; bear L on Chestnut Ave; R on path at end of Park Wood 
on R; curl L to golf course.

1460m

8.10 From NW corner of golfers’ car park, W on lane; exit to R over berm; L on 
Church Hill; R on path heading W; zigzag to Ship Hill; L to bus stop.

1300m
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This long section of 
the London Summits 

Walk route starts at the centre 
of Farnborough, at the junction 
of High Street and Church 
Street.

This is a rural, hilly and largely 
remote section with litt le option 
to curtail it. Lightweight boots 
are strongly recommended for 
this section.

Begin this section 
by walking along 

the right-hand pavement of 
Church Road, which soon 

begins to rise above street level, and leads to the lychgate of the 
church of St Giles the Abbot.

Farnborough (as Fearn Borg) goes back to a charter grant in 862 by 
Ethelbert, King of Wessex, to Dryhtwald: at some point between 
then and 1070, a church was established. In 1077, it was a chapel to 
the church in nearby Chelsfi eld. The path leads past the church to 
open ground, and is often busy, and church offi  cers can be a litt le 

cold to those who understand the meaning 
of “public” on the footpath sign (imagine 
the storm if, in equivalent behaviour, a 
barman were to glower at every person 
who passed his pub door without going 
in and buying a drink!).

Keep the church close on your left, and 
make your way along the tarmac through 
the churchyard, to come out onto a large 
meadow. Hold to the left edge of the 
meadow to fi nd, at the bott om of the fi eld, 
a London Loop sign pointing you down a 
set of steps and out onto Shire Lane.

Cross the road and follow the path (just to 
the left of a welter of signs) which skirts 
the left edge of a car park. This serves Nine 
Elms Country Park, which is managed by 
the London Borough of Bromley.

Beyond the car park, keep on up the hill to 
pick out a path rising between buildings. 
The one-storey construction on the left is 
the visitor centre: ascend to the far end.

From the visitor centre, rise 
with the path to another which 

crosses at the top end of the wall on the 

8.2

8.1

Church Street, Farnborough

8.3

St Giles the Abbot, 
Farnborough
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right. Turn right here, through 
the archway in the wall. At the 
end of the wall on your right, 
take a path which slants uphill 
to the left: this is the Beech 
Trail. Turn left at a T-junction 
of paths: the Beech Trail is 
now a broad trail rising very 
gradually.

Soon, you will come to a 
clear crossing of trails: turn 
right to rise through mature 
woodland. A golf course soon 
comes into view on the right: 
ignore a short path to the right 
which goes straight onto the course. About 500m beyond the visitor 
centre, you will come to a T-junction of paths. Go with the Beech 
Trail to the right: here, the path to the left descends. Soon, the path 
splits and the left-hand option loses height: here, keep to the right 
to rise to reach the fringe of the golf course. Continue at golf course 
level until you come to a kissing gate. Go through the gate and turn 
half-left onto a bridleway, leaving the Beech Trail.

The bridleway descends on a straight line through the woods. Pass 
a further contouring cross-path: at the bott om, the bridleway comes 
out of the wood.

Continue straight ahead up the enclosed path (still a 
bridleway) to arrive at Cudham Lane North. Do not go 

into the roadway of Cudham Lane North (which is narrow and has 
no refuge for pedestrians), but turn right on a path within a fi eld, at 
the end of which, turn left to reach the roadway. Turn right along 
the road for a few metres to reach the end of Snag Lane.

A very limited bus service 
travels from right to left (only): 
the preferred hailing-point is 
just here. This route also serves 
Cudham up ahead.

Turn to the left out of Cudham 
Lane North, to ascend Snag 
Lane, passing an equestrian 
centre on your left, with fi elds 
of horses visible before you 
reach the centre’s driveway on 
the left.

There are views down to the 
River Thames and beyond to 
the hills of south Essex: you 
may spot the top of the wind 

On the Beech Trail,
High Elms Country Park

Foxberry Wood
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turbine at the Ford factory in 
Dagenham as it turns.

After the farm, plunge straight 
ahead on another bridleway. 
This bridleway descends ahead 
and then to the right, then turns 
left, right and left again to reach 
the brow of a small hill, before 
dropping down the other side 
to meet a footpath. You are 
now in Foxberry Wood.

Turn right onto 
this path to head 

south-south-west. The track 
soon becomes concreted (in 
dry weather, there will be no 

change in hard underfoot conditions, but you will be glad of the 
less slippery ground if it has been wet), then later gains a tarmac 
coating. Here, it becomes Mace Lane.

On the lane, pass the buildings of Mace Farm, then swing to the 
right (westwards) with the road at another building. Just before the 
road takes a turn to the left, pick out a footpath on the left which 
leads through a narrow sliver of woodland.

This path emerges on the right into a fi eld, keeping the same 
direction (still following a south-south-westerly line) across this 
fi eld and the next, where horses may be grazing.

The footpath comes out onto a road (actually, a driveway), where 
you are ‘welcomed’ by some intemperate notices relating to the 
footpath, from which it might be inferred that motorists who use 

the road may be less familiar 
than others in the arts of safe 
driving.

Once across the driveway, the 
path comes out to a sports fi eld 
(cricket in the middle, football 
to the north and south). Bear 
right, and keep to the edge of 
the ground. Pass the entrance 
to the church on your right, 
then pass behind the pavilion 
(there are toilets here which 
may be open when the pavilion 
is in use). The path leads out 
onto Cudham Lane South.

To the left, a bus stop is on the 
same route as the halt at Snag 
Lane; to the right (or earlier, if 

Blacksmith’s Arms, Cudham

Approach to Cudham
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you have spott ed its back garden entrance) 
is the Blacksmith’s Arms pub.

The Blacksmith’s Arms may be an 
important staging-point, since there 
are no other refuelling options between 
Farnborough and Tatsfi eld. Lunches are 
served between noon and 3pm.

Cudham was the birthplace (in 1867) of 
the music-hall performer Harry Relph. 
He was born with six fi ngers on each 
hand, and reached his stable adult height 
of 1.37m at the age of ten. He took the 
stage name of Litt le Tich, acknowledging 
(and playing on) his stature. There is 
a collection of his memorabilia in the 
Blacksmith’s Arms, and a plaque on the 
outside wall of the inn.

From the front door of the 
Blacksmith’s Arms, turn left 

and follow the road past Cudham Hall on 
the left, to its junction with Cackets Lane, 
which comes in from the left. Here, take a 
path between houses which then descends 
through woodland, trending leftwards as 
it goes, to reach New Barn Lane.

Turn left, and follow New Barn Lane for a litt le less than a kilometre; 
after dropping below the level of the village, the lane begins to climb 
as it bends to the right. Opposite the buildings of New Barn farm, 
a footpath goes off  to the right — just ignore it, it is not the London 
Summits Walk route.

Pass the farm, and after a further 100m (just before a 40mph 
road sign), take a path on the left. Carry on in the same 

direction for about 450m, on the left edge of some trees for much 
of the way, to a point at a rather redundant stile-step, where the 
path is crossed diagonally by 
another one running up from 
left to right. Be sure to take the 
southbound path (the left of 
the two from the stile-step), the 
narrower of the two paths.

Continue for a further 450m to 
a major cross-track. This track 
is Old Harrow Lane. It is part 
of a line of paths which are of 
great antiquity, connecting as 
they do the villages (as were) 
of Otford, Knockholt, Tatsfi eld 

The path fork south of
New Barn Lane

Old Harrow Lane,
looking east with the

onward stile on the right

8.6
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and Sanderstead: the London 
Summits Walk route cannot 
take advantage of this section 
(for it would miss out the 
borough summit ahead), but 
we shall pick up the line later.

For the next 750m, carry on  
ahead. Begin by clambering 
over a stile at the meeting with 
Old Harrow Lane, rising out 
of the dip in which the lane 
runs. Beyond another stile at 

the top of the fi rst fi eld, keep ahead along the highest line of the 
land, eventually running into an unkempt sliver of grass (recently 
planted with saplings — keep to the left edge of the gore). At the 
far end of the plantation, a stile leads you out onto Silversted Lane 
(otherwise Gray’s Road) at Gray’s Farm.

Turn right along the road, walking for about a kilometre 
along the road (which may be busy at times — beware!); 

you will reach a major junction, called Hawley’s Corner.

There is a large restaurant on your right at the approach to the 
junction. The main road through the junction (called, somewhat 
uninspiringly, Main Road) connects Westerham in Kent with 
Bromley, fi rmly placed in London (no matt er how many throwback 
people continue to fantasise about the location of that borough).

This area is generally known as Westerham Heights, and indeed, 
business names use that appellation. Over to the right is a convenient 
pair of bus stops: the nearer (on the right of the main road as seen 

from the junction) serves 
buses to Westerham, and is 
the highest bus stop in Greater 
London. A litt le way beyond, 
the stop on the far side of the 
road serves stations at Hayes 
and Bromley (Southeastern 
services).

Herein lies a problem. The 
highest point in the London 
Borough of Bromley (and 
indeed in Greater London as a 
whole) lies almost 400m along 
the road towards Westerham: 
the road itself is entirely in Kent 
to the south of the junction, 
but the boundary borders it, 
so a straggly fence at a small 
fi eld-entry is in fact the highest 

New plantings on the 
approach to Gray’s Lane

London’s highest bus stop, 
Westerham Heights

8.8



© 2017-22 IG Liddell London Summits Walk 8 – 7

point of the boundary line, at 
245m above sea level.

The initial idea for the London 
Summits Walk route was to 
avoid looping back on oneself, 
and a litt le farther on, one 
could pick up the line of the 
national North Downs Way 
westwards along The Avenue 
to reach the end of Chestnut 
Avenue. That plan, however, 
had to be abandoned as soon 
as the situation on the ground 
became apparent

Walking the summit of the A233 
could be described as exciting, 
but that is on the fl at, where the 
lines of sight are reasonable in the face of speeding traffi  c. Beyond 
the Summit of London, though, this busy road snakes downwards, 
and without a footway, it is just too dangerous to suggest.

There is also the small point of about 70m of re-ascent which you 
would need to undertake in order to continue the London Summits 
Walk route at the bott om of Chestnut Avenue. All in all, therefore, 
the use of the North Downs Way is simply unviable.

This really leaves only two viable options: either to make a 
there-and-back-again dash from Hawley’s Corner, or (if you are 
starting or fi nishing your day here) to break your journey at the bus 
stop just ahead, which is called Graham Hall Coachworks.

So if this is the topmost summit, does it follow that, from here, it is 
all downhill? Far from it, there are still many summits to fi nd, and 
indeed, many viewpoints which beat this rather unkempt one into 
a cocked hat.

The route to the summit and back is quite simple: turn left along 
Main Road, and walk away from the bus stops on the right-hand 
roadside: you will start with the garden centre on your right. Hold 
something bright (perhaps your map) in your left hand to aid your 
visibility to oncoming motorists. Past the entrance to some stables, 
you will reach a brick-built house on the right. You will now see the 
bus stop ahead: do not go as far as the stop, which is obviously on 
the downslope: a gate into a fi eld on the left is the point at which the 
boundary begins to abut the road, going north.

Here, in all its glory, is the summit of the London Borough of 
Bromley, and of Greater London.

Cross the road to marvel at the highest farm gate in Greater 
London. Return uphill towards Hawley’s Corner, keeping to the 
right-hand side of this busy and often blind-sighted road. When, 

The Summit of London, 
Westerham Heights
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after a left-hand bend, the hedge eases back to a gated entry into a 
fi eld on the right, you will see a straggly fence ahead of you.

If anything, this is the scarier side: keep that left hand out with its 
visibility aid.

There are bus stops just south of the summit (called Graham Hall 
Coachworks). If you are starting the day’s walk here, this is probably 
a bett er option than the stop at Hawley’s Corner.

Having made appropriate acknowledgements to the summit, go 
on watchfully along the road towards Hawley’s Corner, holding 
something white in your left hand as an aid to alerting oncoming 
motorists, many of whom seem to fi nd pedestrians to be entirely 
transparent, and thus invisible.

The Westerham-bound bus stop is the highest in Greater London.

When you reach the junction, turn left (following the 
road sign for Tatsfi eld). The plant nursery is on your left: 

almost immediately, the road trends right and drops, but stay left 
at the fork (next to the nursery fence), and advance onto Chestnut 
Avenue, which continues straight ahead.

Follow Chestnut Avenue for 
about a kilometre, with Park 
Wood on your right for the 
last 200m (you will cross the 
county boundary from Kent 
into Surrey as you reach the 
wood).

At the driveway to Compton 
Chase (house) on your left, just 
before Chestnut Avenue bends 
to the left, seek out a footpath 
which goes into the woodland 
on your right — if you see 
signs indicating that you have 
joined the North Downs Way, 
you have overshot your exit.

The path borders the edge of 
the woodland, and emerges 
onto a golf course within sight 
of the clubhouse and golfers’ 
car park.

Keep to the right of the car 
park, walking between its 
hedge (on the left) and the golf 
course. You will pass a gap in 
the hedge giving golfers access 
from the clubhouse to a putt ing 
green and driving range.

8.9
Chestnut Avenue

Below — Hawley’s Corner
Bott om — Compton Chase
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If you have strayed across the car park, go 
through the gap in the hedge and turn left to 
pick up the route again.

Continue straight ahead. The path can be rather 
muddy, but in season there is the benefi t of an 
abundant blackberry harvest hanging from the 
bushes. The lane eventually runs out towards a 
small road: watch out for the road-bound exit 
which is a dirt track over a small berm on your 
right.

Turn left at the road and, immediately after 
a left-hand bend, take the right-hand of two 
footpaths on the right, maintaining a level path 
(westwards) with a hedge to the right. At the 
end of the fi eld, the Tandridge Border Path joins 
from the left: we follow this route to Tatsfi eld 
(and beyond).

An enclosed path zigzags and drops into a small valley, then climbs 
diagonally to the right across two fi elds to come out onto a road, 
where turn left. A few metres ahead, you will see the bus terminus 
stop on the right.

The bus stop is named Old Ship, after the adjacent building. At the 
time of the fi rst visit (and of waiting for the bus) in planning the 
London Summits Walk route, the Old Ship Inn was closed as a 
business; on a second visit to Tatsfi eld, it had risen, phœnix-like, to 
be once more available to refresh the weary traveller. The nature of 
these businesses today is uncertain, so check fi rst. But Tatsfi eld has 
other opportunities: if you walk with the Old Ship on your right, a 
cream-coloured building ahead welcomes you: the Bakery has a bar 
and restaurant, and even rooms for overnight stays. Over to its left, 
there is a convenience shop.

The 464 bus runs every thirty minutes (hourly 
on Sundays and public holidays) to New 
Addington (for the tram to East Croydon) 
via Biggin Hill.

This marks the end of the section.

Blackberries on the lane 
through the golf course

Tatsfi eld: the Bakery


